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UNIONISTS EXECUTED 
~ummary executions and repression 

of trade unionists in Chile continues, 
according to an investigative report 
made public last weekend by the 
United Nation's International Labor 
Organization. 

The investigation was headed by 
Jose Luis Bustamante y Rivero, 
former president of the International 
Court of Justice. It was conducted 
in Chile during December, 1974, and 
was completed recently. 

Among the facts reported is that 
"many trade union officials died 
either by execution, with or without 
trial, or as a result of torture." 

Investigators drew up a "none x­
haustive" list of 110 persons killed 
or tortured because of their trade 
union identification. They ruled 
that the junta "failed to prove tha t 
these deaths took place for reasons 
other than that these persons were 
trade unionists." 

CONTINUED REPRESSION 

The ILO report further reveals 
the continued denial of labor's 
rights, reporting that "union 
elections are prohibited, grievance 
and collective borgaining are 
banned, and the right to strike 
is nonexistent." 

"Lack of adequate safeguards on 
the unionists lives", the report 
continues, "is likely to create a 
feeling of insecurity and fear 
which cannot fail to affect the 
exercise of trade union rights." 

CALL FUR RIGHT~ RE~TORATION 

Testimony by Chilean unionists 
to the ILO show that "there should 
be a return to normal as soon as 
possible." 

Recent investigative reports by 
the Chicago Inquiry, the Women's 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom, the Organization of Amer­
ican States and by the United Nations 
attest to the executions, tortures 
and repression of human rights by 
the junta. 

JUNTA DENIES CHARGES 

The junta has denied the charges 
of these organizations and several 
months ago refused further entry 
into Chile by investigative teams. 

~tatements from the junta claim 
that a new labor code is being 
prepared. However, the ILO notes 
that "provisions dealing with 
trade unions in the draft labor 
code take little account of 
comments already conveyed" to 
the junta by the ILO commission. 



GRANHA June 15, 1975 

Chilean painter, sc.nographer and 
poster d.signer Guill.rmo Nunoz 
H.nriqu.z was arr.sted in Santiago, 
Chile on March 20 by the military 
r.gime. Th. arrest occur.d at an 
exhibit of his works in the Chilean­
French Institute of Cultur.. The 
exhibit was confiscat.d by the mil­
itary gov.rnment who said that the 
works constitut. an "insult to the 
junta." 

The arbitrary c1 osing of his ex­
hibit by the police and his subs.­
qu.nt arrest constitute y.t another 
.xampl. of the efforts b.ing mad. 
by the military junta to d.stroy 
the cultural values of Chil •• 

An int.rnational .ffort is being 
launch.d to obtain Henriqu.z's re­
l.as. and that of IIIQny oth.r in­
t.llectuals, students and work.rs. 

Rose Styron 

"Americans must be conc.rned, for 
Chil. is clearly in our "sph.r. of 
influ.nc.". Without dir.ct or 
indir.ct U.S •• ncouragem.nt, the 
right wing military could not have 
carri.d out the coup against All.nde. 
W. Am.ricans who still b.li.v. that 
a democratic nation Should not 
int.rf.r. in anoth.r nation's 
political struggl.s ar. confus.d and 
d •• ply troubl.d. Is Chil. p.rhaps 
the Spain of our g.n.ration? ... " 

Ramparts May/Jun. 1975 

"Chil.an prisons ar. full of 
adol.scents who suff.r the sam. 
brutality as th.ir .ld.rs. Now, 
according to an Int.rnational 
Commission of Jurists r.port, camps 
ar. being s.t up in which 600,000 
youngsters will b. forcibly r.-.duc­
ated .... 
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THE NATION'~ HEALTH, May 1975 
(Official newspaper of the 
Am.rican Public Health ~ssociation) 

Aft.r months of negotiations 
which yi.ld.d, in turn, approval, 
disapproval, th.n approval of an 
American Public H.alth A~sociation 
fact-finding mission, the Chilean 
gov.rnment has again reversed its 
stand and d.nied APHA p.rmission 
to send its propos.d d.legation. 

APHA's att.mpts to carry out the 
fact-finding visit st.m fro~ a 
Gov.rning Council r.solution ad­
opted in 1973, expressing "grave 
concern" over the lives and safety 
of Chilean health work.rs and over 
the "dismantling" of the national 
h.alth service th.re under the 
junta. 

Com •• nting on the lat.st event 
in what APHA t.rm.d a "pattern of 
dec.ption and d.lay," Com.i tt.e 
Chairperson Paul B. Corn.ly said 
that "such tactics indicat. tha t 
the Chil.an governm.nt really has 
something to hide. Oth.rwise, it 
would app.ar that the government 
would w.lcom. a mission by an 
organization such as APHA, which 
has shared good working r.lation­
ships and mutual respect with pub­
lic h.alth organizations and schools 
throughout the Am.ricas, and which, 
with nO 'ax. to grind' can provide 
an objective assessment of the 
situation." 

C~ntinued on Page 6 

letters from our readers 

"Dear Fri.nds and Compan.ros, 
I have be.n enjoying your newslet­

t.r and I think it is a wonderful 
pi.c. of solidarity and a world of 
hop. for us the Chileans. 

Venc.r.mos! 
Roberto B.lmar 

Sist.rs and Brothers, 

Many thanks for the n~wsletters. 
Th. information really increas.d 
understanding h.re in ~outh Plorida. 
We're planning a future youth COn­
f.renc. on Latin America and will 
be using the information. 

Thanks also for your hospitality. 
I really l.arn.d a lot during my 
visit with you. 

Ann Hirschman 
Port Lat·derdale 



PABLO NERUDA 
3. 

A Short Biograph, 
Pablo Neruda, the ,reatest 

Latin A .. rican poet of the twen­
tieth century, was born in 191. on 
Chile's frontier. When Nerudo WQS 

still a boy his father, a railroad 
worker, died in a fall fro. a train. 

In high school he was already 
writing poe.s, a poetry of hi,h 
natured spirits and enthUsiasm. At 
19 he published a book called 
Twenty Poems of Love and One Ode of 
Desperation, which is still loved 
allover Latin A.erica. 
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The governments of Latin America 
hQve Q tradition of encourQging 
young poets by offering them consul 
po.ts. Prom 1927 to 1944, Neruda 
was consul to many countries; Japan, 
Mexico, ChinQ, Indio, Argentino 
and ~pqin. He WQS consul to Spain 
during the Spanish Civil War. When 
PrQnco invaded from North Africa, 
Nerudo, overstepping his Quthority 
QS consul, immediately declared 
Chile on the side of the Spanish 
Republic. 

Nerudo's poetry now become ser­
iously political for the first 
time. He hod loved spain Qnd shared 
with Spanish poets the shock of 
lOSing their country to Pranco's 
repression. 

In 1944, the workers from Anto­
fagasta, the nitrate mining section 
of Chile, elected Neruda their 
Senator. Nerudo's term as a senator 
ended with pursuit by the Secret 
Police. In 1948, Gonzalez VidelQ, 
a right-wing "strongman" supported 
by U.S. interests, took over as 
dictator. Six months later, NerudQ, 
QS SenQtor, attQcked him for violQ­
tions of the Chilean constitution. 
Videla responded by charging Neruda 
with treQson and ordering his arrest. 

Nerudo went underground; miners 
and working people, to save his 
life, passed him from house to house 
Qt night. His poetry had always 
celebrQted the lives of the ChileQn 
people - the streets they lived on. 
the lQndscape that surrounds 
them, their extrQordinQry past -
and they repaid his love. FinQlly 
he mQde it to Mexico Qnd then 
flew to PQris. , 

When VidelQ's government fell in 
1953, NerudQ returned to Chile. He 
threw himself into the gr.wing 
worker.' movement which resulted 
in the election of Salvador Allende 
in 1970. It was during this time 
thQt he won the Nobel Prize for 
LiterQture. NerudQ remained a 
passionQte fi'ghter for the Unidod 
PopulQr government despite his 
growing weQkness from CQncer. 
When the militQry JuntQ overthrew 
the UnidQd PopulQr, NerudQ WQS Q 
patient in SQntiQgo HospitQl. He 
died there just dQys Qfter the 
coup. 

BecQuse of the JuntQ's intense 
hQtred for this poet of the people, 
PQblo's buriQl took plQce in Qn 
Qtmosphere of such terror thQt it 
WQS Qn Qct of supreme courQge to 
Qttend his funerQI. Prom a tape of 
NerudQ's funerQl: "The funeral 
procession begins at the poet's 
house, where the corpse was lying 
in state attended by his widow and 
sisters. The day before, a stream 
was diverted into the house by the 
military who smashed everything in 
sight with their rifle butts Qnd 
left the house flooded." 

"The coffin has been removed and 
is being cQrried by some friends 
of the poet. Someone inquires Qnd 
is told 'PQblo NerudQ.' And quietly 
the word spreQds, Qnd the nQme 
opens doors Qnd windows, it begins 
to QPpeQr Qt half-closed shops, 
it descends from telephome poles 
with the workers who worked on 
them, it stops buses Qnd it empties 
them, brings out people running from 
distQnt streets, people who Qrrive 
QlreQdy crying, still hoping it is 
not true. The nQme keeps emerging, 
like Q mirQcle or Qnger, in hundreds 
Qnd hundreds of people--men, women, 
children, Qlmost Qll poor, Qlmost 
Qll people of the shantytowns of 
SQntiQgo--each of them becoming 
PQblo Neruda." 



FUNDS FOR A FREE CHILE 
A Campaiin of Aid 

10 Ih€ Chil€an PEopl€ 

The National Coordinating Cen1:e r 
in Solidarity with Chile has recent­
ly issued an appeal to raise $50,000 
expressly to aid the Chilean people 
in their struggle against facism. 
The campaign, called Punds For A 
Free Chile, is already underway in 
over 25 cities including Kansas ;;ity. 

Punos will be used for: 

-the defense of the 6,000 
political prisoners still 
held in Chile's prisons 
and concentration camps 
without charges or reCOurse 
to legal defense; 

-relief of the families of 
political prisoners--enabling 
them to servive the military's 
policy of economic strangul­
ation; 

-reorganizing the popular move­
ments within Chile for the 

distribution of news and in­
formation in the face of total 
press censorship, for main­
taining contact with the out­
side world--in a word, for 
the continued growth of the 
struggle for democracy. 

An international bureau for fin­
ancial aid has been established by 
the representatives of the former 
Popular Unity government along with 
other Chilean organizations an~ 
parties. The bureau's bank account 
is under the supervision of Beatriz 
Allende, daughter of the slain Pres­
ident of Chile. salvadore Allenoe. 

Please give if you can afford it. 
Make your checks or money orders 
payable to roNDS FUR A FREE CHILE 
and mail to: Kansas City Chile 
Solidarity Committep., P. O. Box 
4771, K. C., Mo. 64109. 

--~--------.. ....-.... .. ----------~ 
GUNS FOR THE JUNTA 7 

One hundred members of the U. S. 
House of Representatives recently 
sent a letter to secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger urging that the sale 
of ailitary goods to Chile be re­
sumed. Their argument is that the 
Foreign Aid Act was meant to end 
military aid to Chile, not military 
sales. 

In introducing the letter into 
Congressional Record, Rep. Larry 
McDonald (D-Ga.) said that unless 
the U. S. sold arms to Chile other 
nations would. However, France and 
Great Britain have already said 
they would not sell military equip­
ment to the junta as long as it 
continues to ignore human rights. 

Rep. McDonald's district in 
Georgia includes a massive Lockheed 
Aircraft factory. Lockheed is one 
of the largest defense contractors 
and sells substantial amounts of 
military equipment to other countries. 

We, the Chile Solidarity Committee 
of Kansas City, Missouri, urge all 
supporters of the restoration of 
democracy in Chile to write their 
Representatives and senators de­
manding that military aid not be 
resumed to the junta. Please let 
them know that this action is not 
representative of their constituency. 
Copies should be sent to the Soli­
darity Committee in Kansas City; 
we will forward the copies to 
Secretary of State Kissinger and 
the National Center. 



JUNTA SLA ::.'HE::> HEAl.'nI CARE SYSTEM s. 

110 110llBY 110 MILl 
Under Salvador Allende, elected 

leader of the Unidad Popular (UP) 
party, Chile's Socialist government 
achieved health reform that empha­
sized nutrition, maternal and infant 
care, environmental health, incre­
ased services for the poor, and im­
proved distribution of care. The 
present regime under the Chilean 
Junta which imposed its totalitarian 
government with the military coup 
d'etat of September, 1973, has 
dismantled the health system; pol 
itical repression has severely af­
fected physician and other health 
workers. 

ALLENDE'S ACHIEVED REFORMS 

Allende tried to introduce broad 
structural changes that would re­
distribute services to the poor 
and increasingly would bring medi­
cal care under popular control. 
During the first two years of 
socialist government, several 
programs improved the distribution 
and quality of care available to 
the Chilean people. In line with 
Allende's long standing interest -
being a phYSician himself - these 
progrnms emphasized nutrition. 
All children and pregnant or 
nursing mothers received 0.5 liters 
of free milk per day. To reduce 
Chile's high rate of infant and 
perinatal mortality, the government 
estaalished a system of Maternity 
Clinics in small towns and worked 
to institutionalize the principle 
of free medical care in all hospi­
tals. 

Recognizing the importance of 
environmental health, the govern­
ment began aggressive programs to 
improve housing conditions and 
sanitation. The National Health 
Service (NHS) also organized an 
emergency-care system that guar­
anteed emergency service, free of 
charge, for all Chileans. To com­
bat alcoholism, the Ministry of 
Health established alcohol treat­
ment centers in many cities and 
rural areas; the government tried 
to develop a popular consciousness 
about alcoholism ~d other health 
problems by pUblishing comic books 
that addressed public-health series 
in a humorous medium. 

To impelemnt these changes, 
neighborhood health cen.ters were 
opened in districts which had no 
private doctors. To develop future 
priorities for health care, comm­
unity-worker-professional boards 
were set up and preventive medicine 
was stressed in the medical schools. 

• 
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TOTALITARIANI~M AND ITS IMPLICATIONS 

These changes were vigorously 
opposed by Chile's private doctors, 
who saw their earnings threatened 
by the free neighborhood clinics, 
and their power threatened by the 
community-worker-professional boards. 
They blamed Allende for the shortage 
of medical supplies which resulted 
when the U.s. imposed an economic 
boycott on Chile in 1971. But des­
pite the shortage, Chile's health 
statistics, as evaluated by World 
Health Organization (WHO) improved 
faster than any other Latin country 
in 1971-72. In October 1972 two 
thirds of Chile's doctors went on 
strike against Allende. But the 
health system continued to function 
fully, staffed by nurses, workers 
and the one-third of doctors who 
supported the Unidad popular Party. 

With the failure of the private 
doctors' strike and Allende's in­
creasing popularity at the polls, 
the private doctors, along with 
most of the other rich people in 
Chile, decided that Allende must 
be removed by the right-wing mili­
tary. They supported the military 
coup, and even aided in the "in­
terrogation" of prisoners, and 
supplied the junta with the names 
of "radical" doctors for arrest. 

Since the coup, the military 
ruling government has shut down 
all the neighborhood health cen­
ters, forbidden the subject of 
preventive medicine in all the 
medical schools, executed hundreds 
of health workers, nurses and 
doctors, stopped the free milk 
program. Now, one cannot get 
any form of health care in Chile 
without money. 
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Be.lent lIew. 
Continued from Page 2 

••• the torture stories that were 
the hallmark of the military junta's 
first year still continue .•• mid­
night arrests and unexplained de­
tentions are rarer now than immedi­
ately after the coup •.. terror has 
become institutionalized •.• it oper­
ates in the hands of DINA (Direccion 
de Informaciones Nacional) which 
maintains centers fOr interrogation 
where dozens of sUcpects are brutally 
tortured as a matter of routine. 

Last month, with considerable fan­
fare, General Pinochet (military 
strongman Augusto Pinochet Ugarte) 
signed a new decree requiring police 
officials to notify a prisoner's 
family within 48 hours of his de­
tention and prohibiting "illegal 
pressure on detainees", meaning 
torture. But, in one two-week 
period since· the decree, according 
to legal sources, about 30 people 
were seized by the police; 19 of 
them have not been seen since. 

TIME June 16, 1975 

Despite continued repression, 
there has been a cautious but dis­
cernible rise in public criticism 
of the junta. The main target of 
the complaints has been the regime's 
economic policies, which thus far 
have failed to curb the country's 
15% unemployment Or its astronom­
ical inflation, now rocketing at 
the rate of 1% each cay. 

Under Finance Minister Jorge Oauas, 
the government is resorting to 
economic "shock treatment" - 15% 
to 25% reductions in government 
spending and attempts to hold tha 
money supply down ... the govern­
ment's economic planners want to 
return to an unrestricted free­
market economy ••• the problem is 
that this recessionary pr6gram is 
likely to push unemployment up to 
25% in the coming months. 

TIME June 16, 1975 

tB~~~~~Olidarity Committee of Kansas City 
'Post: offi~e Box 4771 
K~n9as City, Missouri 64109' 

HOW THI STRINGS 
ARI PUUID 

IN CMILI 

BUENOS AIRES According to re-
portsreceived here, Chilean workers 
have held militant demonstrations 
demanding restoration of human rights 
in Chile, improvement of their materi~l 
standards and freedom for thousands of 
political prisoners being held in jails 
and concentration camps. 

Demonstrations were on a large scale 
in the nitrate mines area which is the 
cradle of the working class movement in 
Chile. 

Workers from mechanical plants, cop­
per mines, and metallurgy industries, 
demonstrating in five provinces, defied 
repressive laws which make even a ten 
ainute strike punishable by death. 

Reports added that Pinochet's spies 
are zealously trying to expose members 
of the underground resistance committees 
set up at most working centers. 

Daily World, June 5, 1975 

FOR A PREE CHILE -- A Newsletter in 
Support of Basic Human Rights -- is 
a monthly publication of the Infor­
mation Committee of the Chile ~oli­
darity Committee of Kansas City. 
Any articles, criticis.s and sugge.­
tions can be "enDo the Chile ~oli­
darity Committe~waf Kansas City, 
P.O. Box 4771, K~s City, Hi.souri, 
64109. - -" ...... -~...,. 
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