EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR CHILDREN
Suite 206
422 First Street, S.E,
Washington, D.C. 20003

Telephone: 202—-546-9100

Dr. George Baird, President
Educational Research Council
of America

Dr, David Crane
Psyehiatiist

Dr, George Crane

Psychoelogist, Columnist, Author

M. Stanton Evans, E£ditor
INDIANAPOLIS NEWS

Robert Galm, Director
Indiana Youth Council

Dr. jerzy Hauptmann, Editor
THE LUTHERAN SCHOLAR

Dr. Wil Herbesg
Drew University

Dr, Russell Kirk
Author, Educator, Lecturer

Fulton Lewis 111
Columnist and Author

Rev, Angus MacDonald, Editor
RELIGION AND SOCIETY

Dr, William H. Marra
Fordham University

Dr. Willtam Qliver Martin
University of Rhode lsland
Author, REALISM IN

EDUCATION

Dr. Chrarles Moser
George Washington University

. Garhart Niemeyer
University of Notre Dame

Dr, Charies E. Rice
University of Notre Dame

Dr. Georye Roche 1}, Prasident
Hillsdaie Coliege

H. Lyman Stebbins, President
Catholics Unied for the Faith

Dr. Ben Wood
Girector of Collegiate Research
Coluinbia University

(organizations listed for identifi-
cation purposss O“ly{-
- . I T B S T 'Y

countrias?

A BRIEF CASE AGAINST S. 3617
(Comprehensive Headstart, Child Development, and
Family Services Act of 1972)

The most recent bill of this variety passed the Senate 3

4912, Sept. 9, 1971, and the House of Representatives
186-183, Sept. 30, 1971. It was vetoed by the President
Dec. 9, 1971, on the grounds, among others, that the bill

"would commit the vast moral authority of the national gov-
ernment to the side of communal approaches to child rearing
over against the family-centered approach." On June 20, 1972
S. 3617 passed the Senate by a vote of 73-12.

SOME SALIENT POINTS

Does the program not consist merely of day-care centers for

¢hildren of working mothers below or above the poverty level?

No. The bill envisions a great deal more than this, providin:
as it does for the funding of "special activities designed to
identify and amelidrate identified physical, mental and emo-
tional handicaps and special learning disabilities,” and many
other such things. A coalition of groups promoting the bill
speaks openly of their goal as child development for "all
children."

Has the bill not been altered to strengthen rather than weake:

the familv as the fundamental unit of society? Some of the

language has been changed to give this impression, but its
essence 1s the same. We bhelieve that the family must remain
as the fundamental unit of society: that, whatever its fail-
ings, a child raised in a family environment is almost always
better off than a child raised in an impersonal, institutien-
alized setting. William V. Shannon, editorial writer for the
New York Times, has agreed with this assessment in a major

article in the Times Magazine of April 30, 1972.

Have not such dav-care centers been guite successful in other

In most instances they have not.
the Senate Subcommittes on Children and Youth,

Mr. Pale Meers, in testimony beforg
on March 27, 1972, emphasized the

severe damage which has besn inflicted upon small children under institutional

conditions.

nacessity,

He reported that in Hungary, where day-care has been an economic
v, 0fficials were astonished that_ the U.S.
a program of a sort they were trying to eliminate.

should voluntarily he adoptinc
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