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Vietnam: Lotus in
a Sea of Fire

A Buddhist Proposal for Peace by
Thich Nhat Hanh

Is there really a viable third force in Yietnam?

This authentic voice of Vietnam itself shows a
way between the impossibie dilemmas of oppres-
sive regimes determined to destroy each other—
and the Vietnamese people in the process. Fol-
lowing his historic visits in the United States and
Europe, the renowned Buddhist monk presents
the first account of one thousand years of travail
as a Vietnamese might see it, impressively docu-
mented and backgrounded, but with the greater
part directed to a resolution of the present crisis.

Says Thomas Merton in his
foreword:

“Nhat Hanh speaks for the vast
majority who know little of politics
but who seek to preserve something
of Vietnam’s traditional identity as an
Asian and largely Buddhist culture.
He speaks for his people and for a
renéwed and "engaged’” Buddhism
that has taken up the chalienge of-
modern and western civilization in
its disastrous impact upcn the East.

“Nhat Hanh has given us the first
really clear and articulate expression
of the peculiarly Asian viewpoint. ..
A reasonable, carefuily documented
and autharitative exposition of his-
torical and cultural evidence. From
this book we may perhaps begin to
understand why so many fantastic
errors and confusions have so far
characterized Western adventures in
Southeast Asia."”

With an afferword by Alfred Hassler and original documentary material related to Thich

Nhat Hant's visit to the United States and Europe.
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The Conlents

THE HISTORICAL SETTING

1. Fietnamese Buddhism

Thien, the Vietnamese Zen - Buddhism and nation build-
ing - PRelationship with Confucianism and Taoism
Decline of Confucianism and Taoism.

2. Enter Roman Catholicism

Early Missions: rehgion and politiecs - Colonialism and
Resistance: the '"Monks' War” - Natignalist Catholicism:
a new outlook.

2. Buddhism and Nationalism in Southeast
Asia

Ceylon - Burma - Comparisan of Western and Commu-
nist Chinese aitituges - Modern Revival of Buddhism in
Vietnam.

THE STRUGGLE TODAY

1. Enter Communism

Revolution and intrigues - Ho Chi Minh, a naticnal hero
- Ngo Dinh Diem. & Catholic dictator - The National
Liberation Front.

2. Enter the United States

American Soldiers: how the preasant sees them - The
cilemma of Vietnamese religious leaders - About land
reform —and Vietcong terror - Strategic hamlets - The
towns and the refugees: corruption and misery

3. What Can Be Dane?

Neutralism outlawed: the fate ot poets. petitioners. and
visiting pacifisis - U S aims incomprehensible to Viet-
namese - A third possibility? - Peace aclivities of religi-
ous and other groups in Vietnam

CONCLUSION
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