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VAGINAL ORGASM AS A MASS RYST~iICAL SURVIVAL RESPONSE 
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• i r 
I su~pose we all have ptlt •• 1~e uhdl speeches we prepared before 

last night. In the faoe of'~artin~ing's aeath, one ~t tell 

the truth as plain as one oan. !i 

I was asked by the Medioal committ~e for Huma.i'l IU,ghts to speak 

on Sex. Alright, I really will. I! 

The oppression 9!.. women :!2."! men is ~he souroe of '!Uthe oorrupt 

values throughtout the world. Bet1lteen Dlen and women we ~ 
about; domination. surrender, ineq~li ty. conquest, trickery'. 

exploitation. Men have Lobbed womtn of their lives. 

i' , " 

A hm:na.n being is not born from theiiwomb; tt must oreate itself_ 

It must be free. ~t-gensrativ·e. LA human being Dlust feel ,that 

it can grow in a. world where in3us~lce, inequity, hatred, sadisDl 

are not directed at l.t. No peraon(can grow into a l1fe within 

these conditions; it is enough of • miracle to s~ive as a funo w 

tlonlng otganism. 
j! 

" 

Now let's talk about function. W~have been muttered by their 

[unct:ion of child-be.3.ring e, xactly s the, black peop e W4ilre murdered 

by thair funotiQ.ll of color. The u is that ohild-bearing isn It 

the function of lfomen. The :f'unctlpnof ohild-bearing is the 

function of ~.n opp.ressing :!S!l\en. : 
Ii 

It is the ~tlon of men to oppr$s. It is the funotion of men 

to exploit. It is the L,!!}ction of'll men to ~. and to betf!Y' 

and, to !J,um111Ett~. to crush, to ~. and the final insult: it 18 

the f'.l!'.p .• H .. '2!l of men to t,ell wom$n~hiit man I s iniqu1 ties are wOman f s 

funct!.2n! i 
I. 

I'm telllngit to you as straightl~s I can. Marriage and the 

family are as corrupt institutions! as slavery ever was • They 

must be abolished as slavery was. jil By definition .they neoessari17 

oppress £>1ld exploit their subject ~oups. If women were free. free 

to ~.li!. wh~re they 11ke. free to cose their liVes. there would be 

no such i~gtitutions as marriage family. It slaves had had thOSe 

those freedoms, there wouldn't ha .e been slavery • 
.I 

Until D.N .A. or something Similar~l.icomes through. women. are the 

only Source of new organisms. Me' cannot oontinue to force Women 

to produce child.ren. The society ,as a Whole can deCide what it . 

wants to do.bout 1t. b1,.0 r.t::~ tOen the ..... oan be as,e. 
to contribute their speCial capao ities. But if women don It want 

to. that's the breaks. If a wo 'decides to help out, she has 

absolutely no responsibility for , e child. The child. is not her's. 



It bel0n8S' to ,s~Clet1"·. Itl~~.j)Clf'tyeven now, or rather men, 
t.bati; de. o·j;du' ow. h~th~Jt .(Jr. ,~(j,t .W01I1.*n .. ' ,ve Oh1ldren;.· ohildren are 

.. ~wh<l:l:e.OC1.ty.',sr~sp.0n81~ll1ty I . . . .• 

.. "'"1 "~.1'lot '~lns to' f~il 'lnto' :the Jllag-supremaoy t~p to~lght of 
. '.lfwho's golng to take oare 01' _~he'o 11d,ten"., and'the "worklng-

mother-delinquent-oh~id'" blues. st nlght"s '.vents remlnded me 
, that there's no more tlme fo~ 1n ustloe. eUPhemlstloally known 

as. "soclal lustio.",. It's irrele!t, to the emanoipation of women 
What haP.~s ~en wQI/lSn"free theme Ives from the 1nst~tut10ns that 
maintaln them'l8 thelr op~ssid.s te~ It wasn't the responsl­
bll1ty of t,he:~8:J..aves to thInk u" evelop, experiment. and prove 
's11perlor a 1)811" eoonomio sysWllf"tor Ithe South befOre they were 

,~ . '.;emanolpat.a.;~ it IS n9~:ou:r 19b ~Of1FIlI dutwbl!lttllaptJenstio the 
. ·klddlea,:bet'ore·W;omen free theMftl'1!' .•. ,And wOIIlln' wUltt'1I them­

selves. I'm just hereto tell' you ,~en about~~soyoucan expose. 
yoursacU.st1o host1l1ty·towara... 1:0~ wlves anll.mothers a little 

. more. 'aUttle~()one:r' so t1\8yl;l,1. tV01t quloker •. I. dOn't see why 
. women should 10lileanY'more 01', thel . lives than they AAve already. . - ." , ',', , ,,' " ': 

- --..l.'m assuming as I wrlte thls that l'll be readlng It to liberal 
meh. ~~u'r4!l a real.. priZe bwoh.. iQU qulverwltp horrpr over 
V1etrlailt \Secause you identify your 1 dewlth the boy s~t over 
there. You pontlfloate. but most1 I just ·shak~yC?urbijd. over 
blaCk peQple beoausey()u'l£ilow 1:t.t .1 let tOQ1U>Plty-.YoU out­
numberthem.n~ne to One,.,~dm .. pw that Sb!Z know It.That's 

. an extr~, lclo.k., ButaO.,7ougat'~ijpt.· .t about women I . Th!,re are 
those ottou who try tolU.',!!l ..... ito put 40wn l1er .~rotests. (I 
expect ne:rVOUS 'laughter 'mire.) "Th . there are those whlJ pat. her 
on her ass and say, "Gee, baby. It ts too bad you're Interiorbut 
that's yourtwction and I thfnk t . tis great." What's 'great? 
She's great? 01' cours,!,,!ihat'll not. ,hat. y,0um!&n_ Y01J;"; II1$an 1 t IS 

. great that It'sherfun(!'tion-to"be bferfor~BUt she can'ttace 
that spshet"lstslt t6 mfJan~t)l4t .o~th1Jill£she· . .s !r~. And be­
cause shets tne' ChMi>e,.it:.1d .ls~l . , .~. slee-ps:ln y,ou:r:bed, tou 
let It 'go--III01"8 orl8'8S.We a;llwhOW.unaOlllf'ortable'lt 1s to 
be around dlsgrUlttled mald&no".dat ... i . and as . for h·ost'1,l~. sex, what 
other klnd 1~ there? . 1 • • 

Oh yes, seX. Your k1nch 'The~lndl y()u1{~~-4 /lie t.o . ,titillate you 
.. ', ..... wlth 'jjy IIP_1(~ng n;ere t<migbt •. Wh&trc<?u~,~ '!:Hi. lIIOre llDIuslllg than a 

Feml.lst talkln'g aboui! sex? . 'O~o~lT" .'11' . Felliinlsmhas any 10g10 
In It'at all,ltmust;be worklngtofA.,exless socIety •. J~ut sex 
you want? Sex you're golng to get.' . . .' .... 

Vaglnal orgasm Is an excellent 1l1uf" tratlem or' the way men OPpress 
and explolt women. It's lronl0 tha you Inslst men and women •. 
respond the same In the one place n. one can denY men and women are 
dUterent--ln thelr genltals. Thls ,dUterence Is. the;.basis tor 
the wholedistlnctlon between men"d women and 'the ground tor the 
IneqUitles that are heaped on womeni'by men. But men have no shame. 
That's what power does tor YOU--llk~Johnson raplng VIetnam. And 
Johnson has the gall to say the Vle' '. ese want us to be there. to 
keep the tree world safe tor democ'cy. He means, as your enllght-



ened pocket bQokS"rlQ.;.:j¢ow •. that we!J?e·.·.t~ ito' JDa1nta1nthe .. 
oppress ion of the''ltUJ@.mese to· k$\)p:>tbe'lworl~i'by object ·lessqn. 
safe to exploit . for the Unit~d.s~ates,,'·/;Andaswe see the little 
11fe left in the CQ~1;ry: be1~ bUr1led out Clf .it. Johnson J:¥I.d. the 
gall to tell uS.the .V,1~~eli . .e wer&,10v1ng·~~:. Tr1'tliat a~gument 
with women. babY.~c;:y,o~'1.1:be homef1:'ee.··~~'~ .. ' 

. ~ ", ' .t .. ~ _ -., ," • '. • ..,' . 

A. Dlan is P:enis-'arid, Ei.·.o~n;ts, va~i~ ·J1reobvfG!US1Y,d:~tferert1;. Male 
orgasm is, analogour;J1;9' c;l~tl)ral orgaBDI" .. Wh&tel. ttle~:.· :does vagipal 
orgasm come from? l?Etople $&Y it's, learne4~ And'bJ~«l'70'il'd, .'. 
better learn it,lad1., el!fp$'c1ally . .1f youtH'With. a ll!Jel'1il .. illan~, 
you'd better to leatn,t.o:.i\Uft'lf!.J!llgger.beoaUSe ifyoudon1 t 
you won't get thE! J<>!>. ".A.ndyOu lfan,t ··to· e.tdon 'tyou?" Wily. sl10uld 
she learn vaglnal~$DI?" Becaus~th4tt.swHat;lmen'want~'lIc;>wa§out 
a facial t10? WM'I),'.'1;he 'd;;fferenee'l . . "" .' ': .. ' .. ", 

. '. '.' , .,',; . 1, .,', . " 

And love. 'AS 10ngail'we.;'r.e·'bn i!lMJ'ed cows. let 'tifi.nls.h. them. 
What 1s love buttl\~,~,.~ft r,or tihe consent to oppres~s10n? ; What 
1s love but need? What is love b)tt 1:ear?': In':a jUsts6ciety WOUld. 
we need love? ...-. -

In a fr.ee soqlety. ·tqup~~ot hav-et-.b., filfi~" .. :~r~iae;e." sex .•. ' or 
love. You. 1f~1.l llay~".y()¥r: .. Vletnams, and: more,,;t.O'l,t"'W1J,.1 have your. 
murdered Mart1n·K~np.~~more. you wUl i ha'te-'lour'Revoluthn·. 
unless YQu:twl ve~S\bd"qt~eri1 treeth_el.e~, becal1s&" tnat' s. . 
Where the t'()undat1<?~i!J.:dfbpllreSSiO~ ·andexp16itat1.on".X-E!.·:laid., .. 
You arego1n.g to haV'!to l,ave your p01J6rwrenched alWaY. trom you '. 
right. where'you live. an(i' yoU I re ri01HtC?~rfg tollke. 1:t:.. .A,ndtha.t' s 
tough shit. " ' ';'''.' 

* 
To the men In. the'Wt1~ce, .r 
move on over YOIl--"c~us.tiLl·Q.e 

T1-Grace Atkinson 
Philadelphia . 
April 5. 1968 
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