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MARRIAGE
by Sheila Cronan

Marriage has been a subjec¢t which has |generated considerable contro-
versy in the Women's Movement, So far as I know, no group other than
THE FEMINISTS has publicly taken a stand akainst marriage, although
I*'m sure it has been a topic of discugzion in most.

One widély held view in the Movement %s represented in the following
statements

"We women can use marriage &as the]'dictatorship.of the proletariat’
in the family revolution. Wwhen male upremagy is completely eliminated,
marriage, like the state, will wither away."”

The basic assumption behind this concept and one that I myself shared
at one time is that marriage benefits |women. This idea is very much
part of the male culture and is alwayg being reinforced by men’s
complaints about marriage and by the notion that women are the ones
who want to get married. We've all hgard plenty of jokes about how
women “snare® husbands and popular songs with lines like "the boy -
chases the girl until ghe catches himy” Mothers give their daughters
advice on how to get their boyfriends|to marry them, etc. The
propacganda tells us that marriage lawsg are operating in the interest
of women and in fact exist to provide | protection for the woman.

From this assumption it is logical to|conclude that we must retain
the institution of marriage until such time as discrimination against
women no longer exists and consequently "protection” is no longer
necessary.,

THE FEMINISTS decided to examine the jnstitution of marriage as it is
set up by law in order to find out whether or not it did operate in
women's favor. It became increasingly clear to us that the insti-
tution of marriase "protects” women in the same way that the insti-
tution of slavery was said to "protect” blacks--that is that the word
“protection” in this case 1s simply a|euphemism for oppression.

We discovered that women are not awar
about. We are given the impression t
--after all, in the ceremony the wife
cherish” her husband and the husband

protect” his wife. This promise, whi
to the marriage contract, is viewed a
For example, in a well-known case he
attempted to obtain an annulment on t
had told her that he loved her prior
ward admitted that he did not Qnd nev
to give grounds for annulment,  despi
mitted fraud which is normally sround

of what marriage is really
at love is the purpose of marriage
.promises to "love, honor and
romigses to "love, honor and
h women believe to be central -
irrelevant by the courts.
in New York State a woman
e grounds that her husband
o the marriagze and then after-
r would. This was held not
e the fact that the man com-
for nullifying any contract.

There is nothing in most marriage cerkmonies specifically referring

to sex, yet the courts have held that| "...the fact that a party agrees
to and does enter into the marriage implies a promise to consummate
the marriage by cohabitation, so that| failure to do so gives grounds
for annulment on the basis of fraud in the inducement.”” An annulment
was granted a New York man on the grounds that his wife wasjunable

to have sex with him due to an incurable nervous condition.
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But then. one minht ask, hou 15 th&s(- rtxeﬁlarly op@rBSSAye to '
" women? - -After all’ “men- &1@ enter yirso marPidae” ‘wf'ﬁh the ‘underdtanding
_that love-im:central,  Many of us,: j:n B aminy e Bur personal ‘histories,
"howevery -have suspected that *love® hag a &u‘féfr&mt mganing for men
than it:doesmSop womern, Thia- ‘hagibeen substantidted by a study done
- by & man; -Qlifferd R, 'Addis of _Fenn. St t,a Universﬂ? ‘who _spent thirty
years researching  the. ,Subctmsc{oﬁg Paotors ‘involved’ in ‘mate’ selection.
studymg Four 'Lhousan& couplea. is’ nclus:l.on Wi 88 follawsi,

"Whan & “mer ‘and ‘g § 28 “into | pach O'Ehez"s eyehs“ with wha.t
_they think are Tove Aﬁd ev&tf&n. hey ‘are not ‘geding “he. game
thinge.s e «For  the- womany the first | hi:nge she: 536‘K5’,—- ars ;love,
- gffeotion, mertiment. 1 Shé fids" to [fedl loved. ari W&n"teﬂ'“ The
- gécond ‘18 security, then compariioniship, home and family, coms:
munity : acce tance, and, gixgh, sex. . But: for  $he.man eex:isiat-
- .the ‘%op %’lé 1ist, no thq.bott RS LA T mmm toy -
' compan tmshfp. The single catego of loveuﬁfmtiamm’ﬁment
:,.ia below sex." . f e ‘ . -
Sex is cﬂamrkw‘ry d.n mrria e. A hus Y can le’- 11y f@rba his wl;t‘e
to have gexual velatiuns with. him agai h*ﬁ Her will, an agt which if
commi tted. against anhy other: wmnan would censtitute the crime of rape. -
Under. law: “x» w8 hugband carnnot be- gailty of ‘raping his ow w;.fe by .
forcing her to have: sexual intercoursda with }rim., By definition; the -
crime {of rape) is ordginarily that:of: ramigg n‘ba PUrss: 6h someohe
other. .than’ tha:wite df the person #ccysed," .the threat of force
is’ always present even if it is not ngcessary for the man to exert -
it--after all, mgdt:women are aware of the “...'righ; of the husband
to insist on and: the- 'duty of the wife to 'submi to Bexua;l. '
mtercourse. ST : j. S _

- e

It is ca.ear tha,t the compulsory mﬁn‘r bf sex in marriage operates ‘to
the advantage. of: yp;e, male, The-hugband theeretitaliy has- the duty .
to have intergpirse with his. wife: 9,15 but this normeily cannot =
oceur against ﬁill;- Furthermere, 5. far ge:-fhe enjoyment .of the
- gex act is eamﬁhed. ﬁ.%u nma {with the: g:;ce,p’tioa of
impotent men who genepally eaﬁno 'ha.{ d sm a%-8ll): nearly always
experience orgasm when ‘they hive gex.| Women, hawewers: “dre not 80 .
fortunate, = Surde egp have shows that "fifteen, tp twenty percent of all

(American) mar yon&é:g. have never ﬁ &‘m orgasme:»Abeat Tifty per-
oent reach®brg Bm_uh.&,'how and tb:en' igis, meanifg that. they experi-
‘ence ‘full’ w& . aboyt ond sex .adt out of -threey -Thirty to
thirty-fivei

Amriean wi;us BAY- ‘that shey: fusually® resch.
£ _ w0 .out a.f ;hm ‘l%&mba ar” there-:.
im . that they hav 4 e orgesn
tiaritsees. A “wéx &% prac-
nefites the male: fwwm than . b

orgasms me g;g ‘F&ﬂ‘
eve tlme ¥ Take @aﬁt
ticed in Américm marfiages clsB X ;
the female. Be&pita th@,,.[emp, sls 'm Mmt mnﬂy “on ‘the..
husband’s duty to & pleasure to hi 18 not “!mppnn;mg most
of the ‘time, ‘and vfé all Xnow- et irft rcourse wémuss ‘gpgadt ‘is at besfr-»
a waste of time.. From the above f‘i ' ea we_gse. that 70% bf American : (-
wives have ‘bhls boxing mxd oi"hén pa PR :z_:mr W—ﬂ’sm&s
of the tiﬂﬂén ! Lo E
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“l.lﬁgal coda ot zé ! $wo olansess: smatm in sisni-
_ tion. recog:d.z a «dual character of the mlave.
., The f:.rst clauae confirmed »hia i “&us as property-the right ot
‘the owner to his *time, litior and| services" 'and to his ovedient
compliance with all lawful comma L IRRE
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“i&atus dg 8 person‘

. :The second cl&&s&iﬁ
' Atﬁxeniﬁnir slawee. furniah

The law requitﬂd

+ .. them adequate. Yo
.. Sickness and in:

" with obligations
‘for thé weifar& L

*Tha la gal’ resp

establiahea by hqr handn ta pexfonu th! domestic chores

(cleaning, cook washing, etc. ) necesnaty to help maintaln
that home; to care or her.. husbandwanﬂﬁchxiﬂran :
' The: legal responsdbilities of a hugband’ o prdvide & home

_ for.hla wife myid' oREldverts to subbey ﬂ,&yet and maintaln hls

.........

The word "slave" is usually defined as & person ownad by another and
forced to work withou# ggy‘tbr‘ané,wbey “gheowhers - -Al'though wives.
.are not bought and. sold. openly,.. L. intend: %o gﬁuw that marr age ig &
form of slavery."W‘_ gaAd‘thax marviage s an an eduitable; arrangement
-entered into freely.h both husband and.wifs.  Wa ‘have seen’ above. .:
that thig isinot true miﬁhfhég&@d,to the aﬁ%uai-&spact of marriage-«
that in this fegpect mérriage is. clearly set up. to benefit the malse,
It also 1s not true’ wiﬁh’rﬁg&rﬁ te the reat ‘of"the- marithl responsl—

-bllltles.

.'

Womeri bEIIBVE that ﬁhgyfﬁ veluntarily g&ving their hou&eholﬂ servlces
whereas ‘the. courts' hold that the husband is legally entitled to, his -
wifefs domestic servicea and further that ahe Aot be  _i” Inr her

work. - e . ) “’““"
"As. part of the r&gﬁﬁﬁ of éonsortiuﬁk ﬁhaigpsggnﬂ s en%itléd to
. the services. of. nig wife, “IP ‘the wife wor works. gutside. the home Ffor
strangers; she: A8 uludlly- entitied to hqx oWl earnings.  \But &ames—
“tic services or:. asaistafices which she. gig the hugband dre -
generally conside pirt-of her’ wifel, “guties. . The: wife's -
. 8ervices and: saai&t&»iﬁg;“h;‘jfg_ al g pgrw.qf what the 1aw ‘
considers the. hﬁsb&nd 3 erititle _0f -the marriage that
At willinot recogfithe any t&reemént batq@' the spouses.which"
' provides that ﬁhewﬁnsbﬁﬁa is %o~ "f such gexvices or: aociety.
. In a Texas cage %ﬁﬂ vﬁumited ¢, Fannle, that*hé wmuld
., . &ive her $50p0. i! wotild ‘atay whil ad | .
. continue taking ng
~butter.and &aiﬁgﬁ
: gthelr marriage. i

P Ad0he since - -
. 6d his estate foril
‘gourt held that the
Ireed. %o do nothing
pund to: da g

Whereas the legai rewy %ﬁlﬁ#&@a-of the wife iﬁclude prpviding all
necessary' doméstic Bervicég-—that . is. maiﬂtaining the home (dleaning, -
cooking, washing, purchnsing food ag, other necegaities, ete,),
providing for ‘her hustisds pbrsona needs an d’ggking care of the
children, the husband in: return is ahligatnﬁ'only “to provide her with
basic maintenancs--tha. .b8d and. board. . ¥ he:to em?lay*a live-
in servant in plaee of'hgai » ha~woui& havn"ta pay the - saavant-a
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. 'wombn” . By ;.-. b A
eagerness -/ 4. whioh. jmen have %846 “§

i -

| | Tk
salary, providée her with her own room| (as oppoeed "béd"% food, and

‘the hecessary-equipment for doing her| job, . She weulé i;t; at least
- gne day.a week off-and mest probably. uld be regquired

_ o do. considér-
ably less work than a wife and. wm;ld tmaliy not be. requlred to provid

¥
‘..a *

ne mmg a wife is @t fﬂl-tme ;*:]ab fFor: whit 015 nok. entitled to

'. .pay.s..Does thig not constitute- sx@ge TW? er‘themage sﬁ;g,ggz&x;;émpl}es

“a lackiof:freedom of movement;:a #¢ndition whi -ex . a
gaif?&hsrhﬁsb&nd has: the. right €5 decide where: he-. e@ugle willlive.
I /he dspides ‘to ‘move,: ‘hig w fe 18 oblizated- 5Q -0 with hime . "1t .8he
refuses;-he- ¢an: chargé" ey with desertion. - This has been held up. by
the courts even in certTBn cages where the wife would be requlred to
-change K Escitlzenship.,4 In-states wheredegertion is .grounds. for
-divorce (4P etates plus the District jof: Golumbia} the; mifa would. bq
the §u1lty party" and weuld therefordq be erititled to no mone ary .
sett ement.

. .The enslavament of women “in. mafnage.is all the’ qu-e nrt}nl s,nd inhumane
‘by.virtue of the fact that: it gppéard to exist with e cgongent of ;

., the: enslaved. groups: Part of - the exp lapation fox.: th;é gggmmmn lles
in -the faot: that: marriage has existed for so many: thoussuds gf years--
‘the: - female: . rolé has been internalized-in so many gucoas ,;_,xfg.n.\gemerat:.orrc
1£.peaple are.forced into line kong: enough they will begin, to. believe
,:Lm.tlm&m own: inferiority and to seeépt as natursl the.rale ereated for
them -hy -thedr oppressors.. Furthermorsgs the: eocmty hae pcm g0 struc-
tured that there is no real alternative to marriege for women.
‘Employment diserimination,: seeisl stigma, fear of- attagk,. sea;ual
...exploitation are only:a few of the faators tlwb make:it marlar
passible for women to:- live as single| people. - Furthexrmore, WOmen. . are
deceivei as to:what: the nature of marrimge really Ass. . We: have already
seen: how; we are:made. to believe: thati it 48 in. our: j.ntereat' AJ@O
marriage is so-effectively disguiaed~:*__m- glowing,  romantie. terms..,

thate yding: girls: rush into it excltefl] Y i OOLY ?boa,-ﬁj,geepyepg tqge,;l.,a;.‘g;gﬁ
whmt' the: rea!. tems of 't;he marﬁ.age on*‘bra,et are. g T S

5?5

- The:; marriage eon'bract iﬂ the onlye =.,.. :l,,egy_ ct,m whlph

" 'ihe. ¥erms: are hot Listed. It Ag:in ;f&gﬂt A: Iarcé m:eaﬁ;ed é’ v.e women
the- ;.11usmnf that they are consenting to a mu'tudlly bene

tionship when in fact 'they are sign ne themse;!,ves into slavei'y.

The. fact -bha't women: sign the&nse;.vaa into a];avefry g.natead qf bging
purchased has significance £rom another- yoint of yiew. A purghase
slave .is valushle property who: ‘worild nok: be. merela’ eas:b 88 da i ‘bhe
‘master no-lopger-liked him but. Moulg:’ in fmt b& aold *Gg gomeons, alse
_whe would be ohligated to care forifim. . hermore, thé m&“’iw
for purchasing slaves ensured. that ¢nly péople with moqey ‘cou: ti be -
slave mastem vmereas almast any ‘me ‘_cm have B8 wife, e e
Given thewaxiama cof mmiage m
pay-but with.the: expﬁet&tion of geo
.. wilk continue to . Yaupport™ 'ﬁhe;gg-
ai Aaghave . suspeam;

(1.8, malking At easier 'to 'get anR).el
obtalmingsher unpaid daber inipetiur
mamtenmceg. After twenty- yea;m"«g_-m
hm with domestic.iand sexual .
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children, and perhaps sven pat Hid tHsugh 'n feul ‘school énd helped him
build a thriving prectice, he is-free to gast Heér kside in order to
replace her with somsone more ‘exciting. : If there are minor children
involved he will probabdly be required to provide child support--which
is only fair since they are his children. - If he is well-off financi-
ally and_thé‘jﬁ-g&'iﬁ?j{_f:faétie,tdlthefﬁﬁﬁaﬁANI may be required to
pay alimony--if  this odoure you can be surs that he will complain .
bitterly and clalm,thﬁﬁﬁiﬁ'eﬁﬂatitutgsfepptusﬁién for him, But what
is alimony after all? Isn't it ridiculous to¢ regquire an employer to
give his employee seviérarice pay when he in faot owes him twenty years® .
back weges? e : oy o :

Very few women get alimony anyway. Often ¢hild- support payments are

~camoufigged .as alimony because 1t is beneficial to the man tax-wise to
do 86, e N s SR

It is hardly necessary to. go into the situation a woman finds herself

in after the divdm‘eh@ﬁmgcﬂiarly-ir the marriage has lasted any

- length of time., Her productive years have been devoted to her husband's
_interests rather than hér owit and she is consequently in no position

to fend for herself in this society. She is not trained: for any job

other than that of' domsstic servant. Her only hope is to find another

husband-and{i'ushq&iéﬁyisﬁrﬁwéﬁﬂtain age this may be very difficult.

In other. forms of stavery Wis tragio situation would nst oceur as

7 the monetar?_?a&pgfbf}ﬁﬁejélavéﬁwbuiﬂ:ﬁntur§~hisﬂadcurity.

While wives:-are "owned”: by ‘their husbands.in the same sense that slaves
are owned by ‘their magtérgiithat in that the mester is entitled to

free use of¥théfslavpﬁgfigbagi;to“denyﬂthtﬁllaﬁﬁ his human right to
freedom of movement and eémtisl overhis own bady--the scarcity of -
slaves resulted in their monstary value. - Since wé are over half the
population we do not N this ‘value, - Any. men ofn take a wife and
although he 1g legally yequired to sapport Her thers is very little
abls to fulfill this responsibility.’ Thus

anyone can do if he is un ‘
many women aré forced te work outside the home because their husbands
are unemployed ‘or are not idking encugh monsy to support the family,
This in e way absolves' us from our domestic and child care duties,
however, I ' :

Since marriage constitutes slavery for women, it ig clear that the
Women's Movement must ¢ ricentrate on attacking this institution.
Freedom.for_wbamn_cgfuﬂ_?ﬁﬁfﬁbﬁ?ﬁithﬂﬁt'th#ﬁ;bbﬁition-of marriage.
Attack on such issuéﬁ*gﬁﬁiﬂ@;@ﬁm@ﬁt'discrfjfﬂa$¢§nJis~super£1uous—-
as long as women are wo¥kKing for nething in the home we cannot expect
our demands for equal Pay outside the home Tto be ‘taken seriously.

Furthermore, marriage*fﬁatﬁiﬁmoﬁel-fdréaIIwothirﬁtbrma'otﬂﬁiaarimination
- against women, The relationships between men and women outside of

- marriage follow thiéj;@jgﬁhpafterh;jzai'”j,"rtﬁﬁulngdpqa~not_offi-
cially sanction the right-of a man to force ] 118 Bwéetheart to have sex
with him, she would find ip ery difficult o ftyg;;gpe in the courts,

- especially if they Hivé had &' reguldr setval: itio

is not unusual for ‘& in-"te expe
. papers, iron his shirts, &sek dinr y© him, -ané even . ¢l
, apartment-"“This’oppzﬁggﬁwﬁ?ﬁbxﬂtiéﬁshipﬁ6ﬂﬁridigaﬁbr“into'ampIOyment
.. and is especially svidént in‘the role of ths #secratary, also known as
. the "officd wife.* =~ "= R W L
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- stiown by the high rate. of—remarriage among divobded:.pers

- over twenty Ves¥s old were married atlany
~the figure began to rise noticeably--

6

One of the arguments ir the Mévemﬁhf,Against ouy attacking marriage
has been that most women are married.| This has-always seemed strange
to me as it is like saying we should mot come out against oppression
sinoce «gLY: Wwimeri are oppressed. Glearly, of akl the vppressive insti-
tutions marriaze is the one that. affeﬁts the nogt womén. > It is
logical, then, that if we are interested in. building a mass movement
of women this is Where ‘we shoulad: ségif.m;... .

Another: #rg 'J‘.: net dttackin %" (”FF¥~ha8 bédh-that it iB d¥1n8
out anyway. The evidence clted for this is usually-the g
of divorce., This is not evidence for|the declife nx‘marriagea

have seen that divorce is in fact a f rther abuse #o far as wbmen‘

"interests ard concerned. In fact marFikge. rdtée have bésn on the in-

crease, From 1900-1940 approximately one half of a;l Ame )can_women
'-139 0 3% ha& raa -T,"‘.
of two-thirds. of all women over twsnt". , R

-

The Women's Movement must address- itsélf to theé marriage 1aaue from
11X mnother point of view. The.merpiage relationship is so . -

physically and emotionally draining f9r women involved Iin it that we

must extricate ourselves if for:-no.other reason ‘than' to have the

time€ and energy to devote olirselves te'buﬁldlng | feminist revolution.

. THE FEMINISTS have begun to_wonk an t(e iaaue of marriage; It is only

a beginning) hoﬁﬁverl~all &’

‘#:us in Whis fight._ .

e a-._;:j§ ' | } |
Note--this pIper arose out of discuss~ona on the iBSue of m&rriage
in THE FEMIN Tam therefore inde¥ted  to all of .the membets of
the group for their ideas and research, especiafv'_T&-Grace -
Atkinson who originated the concept that marriege is slavery,. ‘ -
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