
Movie Review: FIVE EASY PIECES ' \ '­'.\ 
,,, 

FIVE EASY ' PIECES is the story "of a young JrJ1n adrift illo'ne in a world 

of infeviors: moral, spiritual and cultural. Our hero is a conce,rt pianist 

,fr'om a ],ong line of musical ge"niuses now working an oil 'rig somewhere dm!U 

South. The "five e1,6Y pieces", I'm told; refer to the easy songs 'a beginner 

at the ·iano learns first. 

But) these "pieces" could just as well te the five women Bobby (that's 
the boy himself) puts solidly down in the course of the picture: three, 
directl$l with a good.fucking, andall five with his fl\1l3terly wit~ TwO of 
these women are waitresses ( everyone knows waitresses Itave been rulirig 

, ~his society ~ !~); ano~her is a curly giggJy fluff he meets at a bowl-
~ng all y; a ~ourth ~s an '.'mtellectual ~oman" (ar~n't they just ~'!.ful 'that 
type?); and fmally there ~s a young ded~cated arhst, who almost 'manages 
to come up to Bobby's level - ,but not quite. I quess this movie is a 
kind of Odyssey - a long trip from nowhere to nowhere - ' in which women­
mainly'serve as quidepo~ts 'to all that . is rotten, empty, stupid, rigid. 
flimsy, and of course, phony, in this man's wor},d. ' 

Ea y piece number one is a still, prett.)' waitress named Rae. In the 
very fi~st scene Bobby knocks her musical ability in the name of artistic 
integritJy . In the second scene he assails her bowling skills : iil the ' name 
of physical dexterity. He treats her like shit, and when ' she complains 
she's bing treated like shit, and what will people .think 9f her, he com­
forts her tha':. theY'll all say she':; such a good woman 'cause .s'he , takes 
so much from such ,a bastard. (Although Bobby had shown ,~ keen- interest 
previou ly in keep~ up the standards in both music and sports, he does 
hot seem to worl'y that such an explant ion to Rae might be an appeal to quite 
a low~evel of human dignity. ,';ould su:::h an eY.:planatio~ serve jus,t ,a's well 
for him if, saY,Ra:e had t~eated him like shit in public?) , 

Now Bet-t.y, tr.e .bit or fluff he picks up at the bowling alley (while 
Rae is outside agonizing over her low score and shitty, reputation) is passed 
off as rely rid .. clous • . Later in a bedroom somewhere she ,tells a childish 
storyi a childish voice ,about how sbe caine to have a cleft in her chin. 
(I1ll tell you - When she was just made and the clay not set yet, Q()d disaft­
proving pushed her away with his finger) Another couple is present during 
the nab;ationwhicjl,is followe4 by, ~barre~s&d silence. Bobby rescues Betty 
from th:iJs conseqence of her own 'inanity via, the deft substitution for con­
versation of something for which she 'is better equipped, namely, .sexo In 
an Emsullig sex s,cene Betty \ll;lashamedly oohs and aahs it. up all, over the 
place ~ vJhile ,Bobby is :~ :::overe?- scarcely breathing heavy. This bey is on 
top of ~hings in more ways? than one. ., . . 

On swipe at a male combines' sexism and class. bias .at once. BObby has 
a buddy who works with hjm on the oil rig - only this feUow is not ' taking 
time out from artisitic pursuits; this i" simply the work lie can get, 

' W:lll Bu4dy .tellsBobby .that l)~(Bobby) has gotten Rae pregllant, assuming 
Bobby wiil ,do the Iidecent thing" (In what 'is called lower-milidle class 
moralit;K, if a guy's been goil'lg with a;"girl and knocks her up, . his frien;l§: ." ~ 
§.~ expect him to marry her. It doesntt always happen, but the pressure1s . 
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en does his nonconformist, ,ree-spirit a,ct • He ~ ~ 
'0' t' t d b th f t f Rae IS pregnane'yo He"~ n . not uomes ."u;a e y () ac 0 "~- , 
alk of i,he ' ';good life!l. S:i, f~'.;.'mc,l. 1.0 jnst a ucracket

ii
-:"' '-

an~'\(:.. 'Gt c "uld h,~ know of the demand3 f the spi:dt, the cal1 of the "j 

wild" or '\'I::at-h ve'~yOll j 
~ ! .. " • , 

lBud~Y; hOi,fC'7er, perseveres . ' III a dOiP'- l"tio, ni~llt-in-front:of-.the-TV 
scer.e at Buddy' , BudV plalli',3 his 0>111 J.:.':.j·le boy oli' Bobby's kne~s. He l}- -< 
t elh Bobj:Jy he I'llsht to "get one and try )7 11 0 i'lcbpy., qaby bouncJ.ng. bal:ly~ 
fashi n ',o~, !Us lap, r~p)..ies, addr?,'lzing ba1 y; "cn'eh' that 'one and I won'"t J 

get al).Y tI'. 1; dian tt kno'.~ 'those thi:1gs wer;3 ao tcndox" did YOU? well, well. 

Th",,!',' 5 a < interestirig f;c.en~' Wi'o,l1 B·.ob1J!y and B:ld~ly on' their way to work. 

... 

They tre 41_cl:i.ng , J.orie",:b Bobby ' '? car swil~.i.g.g whl.'"key . ilfIen they run into a ' 
trai:.E:i.c, j~_-no' Bobby g,-.<, 8, o',1t of tn", ear an;;1. st"':'3 omiC' a car bumper here and 
the~' e to l':cnd aut how the situation look" ,1\P a!l~)ad. ' He doesn'~'have much 
luc!: t hiG ', way SO .he f'i,nally jU.':1pS on the bi\ck of a tn,Jk.' We;U, on this 
tr\!~ , SSE, is a pi~o, BCb:'y 'satisfies f,imsel.f abo Ll", the traffic a,:d, then 
sits dOllt1 to play. What a fllilny bj:~" Hc-r s g(,ing, cqmmuters complallll.ng . and 
Bobb:n up there"'piayilig Bach or som2thing, Fir,c,Hy tr:d truck star·t s up, turns 
in ;~lie wrong direction anci ca:.'ries Bobby 0 f phying oLnto the f ad&- ut. 
But hat '<:1 .. whall; I rEially love about uppe:c-c].as,; refug-tles, you t hin.l( they 're 
just one of th 'people (one of the guys) and tht1n all of a sudden they In 
s neC. , up on' yo . with their lI a cceml)liahment ~ And what, about the , tr'lck-dl'iver 
t:I1an.spcr '.!1g t he piano? PresumbabJy he i responsible for this piano. , DOes 
he growl: , I!ljey{ vlhat th~ hell ya doj_'l'. yo break that piano and 'I'l!l break 
yer ass ll~ NO, : ,e ~s co:weniently ,still. Not a word '.d,uririg theperf1ormance. 

II;! ,a s~en' with his sister at · a reco.,c\ing session of herls ( she's a 
, "pianist too) B bby is a nice boy, ; for ' a cJ;jange. Thot:.gh yOu know 'r jight away 
:.I .W~O S , the greater though less ' realized g ius of the two, BObby dc :;; sn't 

feel t he need to 'make his ~tlperiority expj' cit with one of hi$ clever " 
put-ii:lOw:1s. Bu that's alright. The ' etlldlo j;eyhnicians do a good job 
On' her.. d .e.g. ' ,II played better when I was three") , so bu'siness goes on 
as us uaJ,.. ' " 

AnY/Nay , s il,s'ter ' reveals that' Daddy is '11 - twO strokeS - and ne really 
deserves to se , !:U.s: boy again bef'Jre he : ses 'onto, that" bfi stag affair 
in t ?e skYe' BObqy deci.des. to do ~is d.~'by~ Aft.~r an att!3fnpt at .cooly 
dilimp;r.ng:,ae, Bobbi'~sc9n~cJ.ence n~gs :hill!' JtIltoletting her t ,ag along,. ,provided 
she seel_ "des herself a .ciJ.s<;."eet dJ.~tance ' rom Daddy's house or rather 
Daddy's . ' . '0 ... ;, .' , , 

On the ro d' Bobby arid Rae pick up ,two women. One of them is it tough 
(neurotie?) dy e, who is apparerltly compe' ed to spill, out her guts over 
the Sta; e of the world, She gets an Rae IS neJ:'ves and vice versa. The two 
of t~e~ . et i to ral'lking each othar out. Bobby calmly savors this display 
o~ diVJ.f.: · on L: ~ the fe~"ale camp awh~le . But :when .they both begin to get on 
~'!. erv;~s , he~ .as lOi'cl ~f' the ma!1tlr. (ownjlr ofth~ car) ' ~ercises ,'his right 
of s upr eme.ar J.ter therel.J1, and terInJ.nates j:,hi.s petty tti!>sensionwith a 
fatherly! "shut upl" ,., ,' ,'". . " -

Getting tle,ck to the state of the, wor ... a: Tl~e ooi-rt of 'thiswoJIian' s 
concern and t He' topic of her c'onti'nuotls no.1ogue .is "Han ahd Fii,th-Their 
Inter relation" I How repulsive Man is, ho He pollutes all He tot.:.r.hes', ' 



," 

- 3 -

how He generates crap and ugliness everywhere: "It's not the dirt - It.s 
the !fi::.th". · Of course,' Bobby i~ amus"d at this kind of alienation (It IS 

apparently not on a par with his own) and levels her with an ' easy joke. 
Audien,~e loves it, But the intAzoesti'le thing really is the pheomemi.Eiy 

. clear head this wonan ha·s concerning p-."n - I mean Ean. 

stopping off at. a Madside di..ner on th:o way, Vlho should they bump in­
to but the K,TABU2HMENT .- in tte per~(:'\1 of' a crud8ly made-up, middl.e-aged 
v.aitre~~'.. (M'sn' t. t.hey jt'.st the worse kind., thoug!1) This 'menopausal' 
cr'eat t:l.'C refl,~es, dl' you hear, refuse'" to g've Bcbby tomatoes "Ihen the 
menu, (;o::'ls fl>l potatoes ("no slli::l'J~itl1: . i.r>n""), neither w:l.11 she' fork over 
a s·::l[;~rder c,f toas::' (llno :-iJ.deor-ders of toa.:;/::.n)o Rules, rules, rules, 
rules. That's the EstabHl;hment all'i ;rt. ;):es Bobby flinch i..'l the face 
of SllCh naked pewel'? No. He takes hel- on VT.1.t.h hiq brilhant mingo He 
disposes of he.r wUh 'his nimble wit. When "be finally orders him out, 
he wipes his big brJ.wny a'.'m acr-:-ss th" 'table knocki.':lg the 4 gl<'.sses of 
water and 4 napkins t.o thc' flcor in a big wc,·~ mesSn :Vha'" a man! (The 
aUdience responded a" to st. George s1.aying a fire-breathing d!·agon) 

Depositing Rae at a motel Bobby goes heme again. There te finds 
Daddy totally paralyzed, sister having sex identification problems and 
brother with strained neck causing him to sw .. tch from violin to piano. 

Er'other has a young, beaut,:i.fl'.l, female protege shacked up at Daddy's 
m3.nsion. This does not escape '3<~bby !s 'notic9. First, though, he must 
humiliate hel' - thcn- to bed. Al:'l.ght, get this: Cathcl'~ne (girl 
pro~ege) requ3sts an earf'll of P,Gbby's virtuosity. B",bhy runs through 
a piece. Catherine sol~,ly admits she's be~, moved by'the feeling hels 
put into it. Now Bobby m:Jves hl for the kill. You see, !lObby wasn't 
feeling qt,tlM while'he played, C£.therine is a phony: He attacks. 
She defends, 3trugglcs, evaporf'tes in his arms. !lObby has callght and _ 
brandc·d anothar phony. (If we didn't have Bobby and Holden C<,:JJ.field 
and all those terribly sensitive boys around, you can imagine the 
atrocities we I d be getting away with.) 

Penis en',y: sister seems to be confused. First she balks about 
not being invited to a family "summit conferance" at which all male 
members were in attendance ( wh:Lch occassions the epithet' "penis envy" 
from brother); then she abeds w'lth a lout about the house, hired to take 
care'cf Daddy,' Bobby at.tacks lout when he catches them together like 
that, which is, of course, dictated by the rules of chivalry. 

Next Rae shows'up at-Big Daddyls. It seems the money Bobby gave 
hell has run out and, hell., I gu'~ss s':le's curious. At the dim,er table 
Rae acts he;~ dnmb, culturally deprivd self., !lObby is annoyed and 
shows it . BU~, l'!.ter that evening, vlhen 'intellectual woman t (middle­
aged as welll-reap'mds ir! the same cO!ltemptuGus V"!J.y to Rae , Bobby jumps 
to her defE:llse,ca;:ling 1:i!1tel.Le"tual v."'.>man' a "creep" and a "pompous 
celibate". VJhat ~.~ the rule,; of th3 game, then? I Vlonder . 

Lastly, !lObby has it out with Daddy. Here, he finally reveals him­
sel!f: "I move around alot. }jct becaase lIm looking for anything. BUt 
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, m trying to get away from thl.i'Ig's'tha get bad if I stay." Daddy is 
the perfect audience for this kind of revelation since he can·t SO mueh 

.a've 'an' ey,el<l.sh :in ;re.spens,e. I30bby c ies (tears): "l3Ut, you know, 
as never eallygood at it'." What ish't this 'sensitive-boy good at? 

He sgood at every sort of , s:winish behavior I can think of, including 
[leaving Rae pregnant) on the road on th trip back ', from Daddy's place. 

... -
Wh/! do they (al,diences) - so love thi man?- 'vihat has .-1<e got..:tg ,ba., -, 

,~~ ' sona-st'if about.? Upp~r-cl(lss, white, Cl1], ;,stian, malo.-"They love him, I 
thl-i , becau'i'" pe is a con8~ant suffer(',:.'; because 'he's ,devoted to dis ,satis­

I ' f&.,~tion" "!len (and I think i t's m~les who ha'-,e made this picture 'a ' succe3s) 
, ma. e a :;.~olig1 .. crl out. of tho most refi.."1ed. sensBless" and !'i tliaY.y Sl1.fferinge 
" t e.g. J" :~S.ffi and Chi"istirm-Lty) Now R~e is '~oo Crtl:!e to suffer. , Haybe 

Bile ma~,'", $60 a, week and 'W01'KS her as s off. - She is not t he one we aN 
to ~de. ':, j,fy witho - Ar:; {or rr.!,ddle .. aged VIOmen) n:ey! re a sto,;k joke. v.~at 
about 1\;',,,6. C .,J;t,ure,. Har Ro y"l pie.nist? She can't teil feeling :from mere 

' po fiddiCY. nhe's a 'pho!;,)' ! . Who are these nits lousing up tilE) hair of 

o se ~i'0ive bOY ~ 

live all id?nt~f,;r vrlth youL ----::---

. '; . 
,:,-

, pam Kec.ron 
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