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An·Ui)hettpl.l·pa:ttern ;).$. ~ .• ~ -~Ii iri e<m,on, sn~: all. pi' US; re·cQg.;.::. 
nize as ail absolilte pare~t~ssence/ t~h~ we know ·it .J,s t~ be~~ ~h~ 
knowledge comes fromwi;thiI!., ~t·is bo~, with ,USo" An .. archety¢ pat~e~ •.• ' 
is part oi' the instincti~ .. app!lX'at\1B!. ~.!-ampI!liuppn ·the pwlSicalorganJ.I,IIlI", 
and H.~er:l.te4 inthes.t~qtUre, o.~>tne, ,bl'lloin".n. will.f~e sirlril,arJ,Y: ." 
in the' dl:'~ams at athre~elil"'!9ldd.n '1':i,IelTa delFuegoand~ ·7s..year-o;:l4- '. 
Berliner. (How '.90 12..yelir;.old·papuabp~4Ucesthe" v:tr~ )lotheriroage;is ..... 
not ntV'ClOOl!:-:<>uto') , That: ~entiallyis ,iwhat all 8l"chetypeilpa~em'~:r:·abOqt. '.' 
ArchetyP.B+ pat;t.e.i:'nSappaai- in aU: our cpltlU'l1J;WOl'ks beee.usethe artist bas 
experi~ii8<i··theti1 a.etruthf!; •. the·audien~· respondsbeca\JBe it .recogid.ze.s . if<1J 
O'im SXl'mencell.cieiir? : .•.. " '. .c'. .' ..' ". ". .' '" .:...... . 

8O" .. 19t's see ·the'iJ.l'Chety~OtllOJJI8ile.spr.e~ented to ~b.v fih;; Jutigian .'. 
school. we exper1en:ce ths'.tem!ue 'archiilt;rpe from w;i.thirl~en!i .·lJl.thout.Within 
beca'CBe one !!.a1iOlitin'; or,ii' a·1ll&"l, .. tleO/;ius80ne- is hali'~nian. Jun8!ans 
hold the spirit is hail each sex..:·.(f"~ •. .li)ape;;.,e.venspii'its !l/iV'8sex. 
Wouldn't you just'know?) ~~ 'eri~ e'Ji:Pel:'iences\t.'o,lll!!ln beooulle. if you 
live in the world, you meElt~l!l8n ••• Iii€!lht? '. . . 

• bia:gra1nbl.~he Femaile.Archetype: . .. 
SEXUAL' . . .' " .... 'tiON.-sEXUAL. 

e·=~~~;. .... ....... ···"VrRt.IN~'~~: 
attraJfn8lforbidihg'(· .... · •... ~. h Go.dd.S ~.. MUBee, Athene,"eoamiulding 

.' . . . .... .. goddeas o.f birttl- .Diana'" virgi.ngo~" 

temptress- _~l'fls~i·'~': ~:JDa~ur.ing C,, AeBs oi' birth JabOrF 
represents to young man- .... C!~.-.. $1ljeriS SPH~ "'dElVO!Jtip& 

meniJa.ids, Yioung .. ,' .~~a, old, . ..' mother;;' , 
.w;i,tc~Medeli..: .' T4tch,d~.. 1f'j1iii$(l~Ze •. 

• ~' '....., .. '.'... . f·· ' .. ' •. oJll'i.ng crone .' to death if 
. .; ..... .. ::, ..• : ' .. ;-.•.. ' _ .......... :,~. .. .... '. you don't esCj1-PB' 

You might liktttO.~ar·cili'iid,rui~ malE!ag~-r'otes Which correspond' to the 
Virgin, Temptre$l$,J,!o.'ther-ana crone. 'l!he~ .~e" - Dig"'';'' 'J;'HE-lOiJNG'OOD: ,tr~ 
scendent youth, creative,. r.~. 's6il!e~ilIi«I~a~drogynC)UB .7 as. DiOriiSUs. &. 
l;.pOllo (m,y arcnetypebaiHl.ene8Od·II1'I941:\Y·pa.J.jria.) THElI'1l:RO: fi\IIl<ltional, com- ' 
oot8Ot - :.cliiJ.l~; MAN OF .i'!ig, V!ORI.D~iritrl$,e:'¢ltlEltY."':O'd.Y!'seilBj,'(tb6 . 
!lagging tii'tiG(J?) :WlSE'OID ~J gpte11riOr ,b~ 9fBtate"" ZS1.l$, . Aegeus • . . . . 
Charlemagne. nOesthis~v"!'~W!f i;. clearEU"'~!!ight'1ntO,~'?iUl).tU :D:OWIooii ' .. ' .. . 
been creating ~he c;lultUI'E!;~' wh:L~h·we'$"ttt;I.'P;$ms;:~·~. ~tiJ;; now, ... . 
has been absol:'bing"lUld 're·spo,n~·tod,tfo· ... -." .. ,~ .. -,; .... _ ,·.c·,'::··.... ', .. 

'". :~'. ; .. :.<~ .', '~ ...... ,- >-.-,-,~~:~ (>.: ':':~:'~;~,-' .,,;,.,.-, ~ . .'-:'-': -.. ,~" : .. ~: :'-,:;' -.-II' .. ~ ' __ ' 

Let IS AJCII!!!i ne,.~.fr~"thEl~~~BCdIdlri~~e ·l'di¥lol,,()!:j1il~~ati-on., ... ' . 
what other meaD] Ags . WIesS" arcliet-Jfpes·iUijght'-tlOld"{Uld eons4l~r .,thtt bistori-
001 origins of some. It is' si~canti not. o!llY i;hat: tlrl.'ei :8011001 in'terprets 
the .female arche£Ypell. as "it /:Jas ~eru p1j8se,nt8tl.to ,us··by··UteratUre; lihich, 
has been Chsnging~d r.ei.riforclilJg ,.1;bei1i :ehaiiged connotatipnl'l, -iI,ll:,t.he,lIis,!;. ,., 
4,000 male-doliJinated years; but that ttlel ~v~,~':cbn8idet~,'su,t'i'icientlt" 
co~tive Noree and Ame~~,~~,~g~s~.J!C!w woliltlthey explain 
the z."miJar fi~s.,in· ¢Ult~~s~wI1e~; !before contact with Hellenic-influ-
enced peoples, .femal~swere ··autonomous or companionate? Where would they 
fit the warrior Brunhilde, invincib1e, lnadel ruler and not a virgin, who' 
neither inspired nor COJlIII8rideil men to action? 



The Archetypal woman ~ 2 
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Of the "non~exual inspiring archetypes'!, Athene&·ArtelD:l..e/D1ana pro­
bably reilE-cted an earlier society where WOJllfm,not yet. enc'l.1lllbcredby preg­
nancy and nursing, were hunters and warriors, before they became·debili-
tated through repeated, childPe1U"ing. 7'" ..' ". 

.• Athene was the Kore'bi" pl.a:e&"spirit·of Athens which was occupied by 
riIatrlarcbal Ivbian tribes in 4,000 BC. The area they had occupied previously 

..... in, Westem ,Ivb1a. JfIijJ,1'Jppd~.by ~e. Tritonj,.s ~ .. ~. id~t1:f;i,ed as Atlantis • 
. It. wa.s !moWn as:the'"oome. or the Wz6tls~"AmazOti:s"la:ter-became.a general­
ized r~f~~¢~e ~()'t.~e; ~~lol'{iriest.$Sses'llt.theKoO~dde~·s .. atJil: ~o the 
groupstliey :~ve~~~U'I( .. the Near Eas:t~ .:r~ ·Aina,zon'S'j,:according to . 
the llliad fQrined~;1)r~'the ·ootlf'ederition(jf'.~Y; •.. : At~enewas'the youn? 
estqf thetriad.!)1'J.!et1§",g()dd."ssof,:wisdcmi,:Who~re.,,1ierby ¢,rthogenes:Lso 

Thifi reneetJ~thepsrlod·iftl.mwomen""rethe dOlJ!,tilarit't)ex, and fatherhood 
was.lio.t·reco'glrl:zed" .. The . Acha'eri : conquerors .. ofG.t'e~e 'spare4thetemples of 
Atheneoncondit:1on her votSr1es acicsPl;' thesOirereigntyof their-patriarchal 
godzet\l!~ • (lnclassictimEis the' Atti~Warrior-lliaidfigUres'are depicted on 
thefootstOcd of Z8uiJ.}·The suppies~fon of her cult 'and.the~gation'of 
her attributes to Zeuewas ;:ortrayed in the ·SWall.ow:ingofMeti8bY zeus, who 
then bore4t~,ne ,f~ ,~sp:ea,d.:,Jl¥1e.Har~i8onin .herf$<3lelWmena to ~he 
stugy ot theG;r~ek;~on .terms.:th1S:b~hing",'lta desJle'rat-e.tJheologJ.cal 
expedieil~ to ridllll'~b4JOi'n Kore of her matriarchal condit:Lonsn• 

Aesch;~~;e~: ~~;;:t:b!~:!fi*d~~'_c~:'d •. ' ,', .".d' ..... 

I praise thEi'1fanin 'a1l·,1;hirtgs . '(save 1or. mamage} 
Whole-hearted am I strorfglyforthe "Fatfie~oh"" . . 
The maidenhead of Athene qeca,me .. symbolicof the inviilCi"Onity'or- the ' 

Athenean8, and 'theisoilg:ht·tOdi~gUi$8 earlier II\Vthe of her x-ape 1;>y POsidon, 
the forefather/god of the Athen's aristoc~c.1..· '.Alii ,t.hedemocl'aey rose, 
vanquisl1ing J;be arietocracy, too.. ~~fI red 'qied~t£~o:tthe 1tOra. 
Athene, theina1den ~kles (HercUlee), wholfafi"theem60dimEmt of the spirit 
of the people. 'The mergii!i Of her Worship Wi-th FObidonreridered her a ser­
less figure." l:nalinosti'ail culttiresthe place-spirit and fertilising agent 
fights and vanq1tl.shes a sea~ttster'or serPent. Thus -the lege,nd of Athene 
besting Posidon,. god of theW!!te~.On hershie];d' is tfie:;iigUreof the 
serpent. On' the back is 'the'legend ot" the Amazons. :.: '.:. . 

' .... ' ","',': ' ... ' . ~~~' " 
Artell!is,prbtectrees of':a"jrnaJs'li:nd the hunt, only became the patron 

of childbirth in the Hellenic period when her worship was merged with the 
Near Eastern clllt :0£ CYbeJ,e, ,a ,godd.etile. ,ofl!ll:!ma~ _¥1d~ert,iJj,ty. J~hus the 
odd "inspiring" . role' was IfssUIiIed,'Wt!ich fits hll:r into·the ,Tungianpattern. 

. •... ,'", "'-~ ,~';';. """.-" .' ..... -.-'- . ~.;"- '-. '. (::." 

. . As for the V1~giri ':1Iary':'Virgirthl.rth ·.(prObably' 'a paraUel ',to the mat ri-
arch1iLlparthogenesis) w$sa:ooJIiaDri'JDl!1atlS'9f .siriguIarJ;~i!lg'the~~ in anti- . 
quity.The 'depictionof:th:e'VfrginMlh',I.ie.t~ j;o,~ taltell'£l'om the 
Asian-Aegean cult o~l(ar:i,:·an::.aspect or·M>hro~te{~~ss~f. birt-h and 
death. She. was sim:i;lArly' portrayed, hOl;dingf-ort'h 'lj; chili11nonehand. 
Aphrodite ofMelos(>lentisa~ .YilPY Tjas'thiii iliddelil(cUlt on 'that 'island.' 
She was called "~Aphrodite" Middep!cted:Ss:.'s1ich.'''Noft"&n iri$piring, 
commanding tigu,re •. the goddEls, w&.s the' figure, of birth and death" ,because 
(1:) the lJ!3'Stery sUrN~'bOth' i~e:. c whatr''8re''tlfe cSOurce'aridetid of 

·intelllg~c'e? (2) birtilOt'ten ~~t:~cliil'ti1~"inOtMi'f8"'d.iiii.tli'oi'la.M the 
childlS',:and fj)'a1l.~atUre's'that.#e'born muSt 'di,e .so·.~ conception 
Contains ·:ineVitablY .the:'eOnsequ,enCeo't 4ee,tli.·. :·(t ~ ltb@,1t'!;J!1!!:.P!l~man­
teauc6ribirl,n$ the "lettle -ae,;th" ~:t orgaBili';; b~t8tX)J'~-r' :: ". - ': 

. ..' ii," . . ...• ~,,: ""<-";':,; .; .... , .. - ";:,.' .. --. r. -. "~ 
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··logical t,h .... ~~a. ;rt!lr; tho air.'~. CW .. ' ... '-.'ym. ~ma .• '.4e. iIto.'; .. '~. e'd~c.o.ro.,.uS,. '. the:r.sho~d become 
the eJIlbodimentef the c%'eat~ve_ ~ct ~ J3ut _t~t:,~·sh~uld.imitate the pro­
~sses of women, the,,\:lringihgf()rthOI' psw'beings,.does nOtnscessal'ily 

.. dictate, th~t: wQ!Ien. shoqld. U1¢~t!ibl¥ ~erve' s1.t!i~.· to inS¢re meniil thei%' Cl'eatiohi.l.:',: . - . '. "-,,. , < ,,' "", ., ,. " , . . 

. '··SExuAL. ~:FIGfu:iEs; ., ... 
., Ii-':,._·~ ... L·O.~') ".: .,; .. -.,,0 , 

Of the mothe%' and earth goddesses, little need be said, except to add that 
most cultures dl'aw the parallel of the ~s~e.."'Y offel'tility of the soil and 
of WOo me.n.' Because of the relationship be~eVed to. exist between the two, 
women were the first agriculturalists. T s also,. perhaps, because women liho 
were unable to -move quickly in late pregn . cy or carryingsmali childl'en 
tended to stay in encampnents and dig for toots or gather vegetation. An in­
teresting note is that most conquering' gro~ps tend to regard the original in­
habitantsas having the primary liason'witb the soU and spil'it of the place 
and surround the conquered with taboos, uslng them as intel'CElssors with the 
local gods. These were the original roles of the Untouchables of India and 
many other groups in North Africa and the Sub-Sahara. The conquered are 
ususll,y made serfs, anyway. we may notice. the belief that the cultivators of 
the soU practice magic and should not be distUl'bed, in the southern U. S. in 
the early part of this centUl'Y. 

SEXUAL: TEMPTRESS t'IGURES 

We may -also' assUIIIS that the' ccnquerers are afraid of people who practice 
magic~ Sex, the source of birth, is a IlWstery. A man may well fear that 
woman, capable of producing childl'en. can be t.he source of other ~steries. 
And women, deprived of power, may resort tp magic practices to exercise an 
influence .men all other avenues are closed. Hence man, keeping woman in 
subjection, may have much to 'ear from he!'.. The danger of the temptress then' 
is that she may work any kind of power oVal' him in revenge for har debasement, 
hence the paranoia of the conqusrer dictates that he must be beware of her. 
He begins to fear her in the very role in which she is most vulnerable. , ., ., , 

Temptresses are invariably free women (Circe. sirens, mermaids, witches, 
Medea)--or sometimes woman who Use mell as men use women-and so are doubly 
to be feared as their subjection is not CQmplete. They may wreck vengence 
upon men, and man's retaliation against tQem is not assured. (It is also in­
teresting to note that Robert Graves feels there is considerable evidence to 
show that the Odessey, in which so many of these figurea appear t was composed 
at least in part by a woman, who portrayed herself as Nausicaa.) 

WN-SEXUAL: DEVOUIUNG CRONE 

The devouring crons is also attributa1)l.e to woman's function in child­
bearing. The IlWstery of the spirits I Wlltence before the woman produces 
a child connects her with the ~tery of ~ts fate after death. The womb 
which brings forth also swallows up. Of qaurse these figures also remain in 
part from the era when all gods were famate. and the crone/death was pal't of 
every triad. 

The woman who is no longer capable of bringing life is feared as the 
creature who brings death'instead. She i. also freed of chUdbearing labors 
and being too old to work, may devote her.elf to magic and revenge. (While 
the old man is set to govern, lihat is the old woman to do but destroy if 



she has no more ties to the group? 

In summary, we see the cycle of wome~iarchetypes as one taken' from the 
view oft.he oppressing, east.e .. , women·:seen.'.olill.v in relationtQ ,men, not.;is, 
independentagent.s >~dy the f'earsas we'il:'lls 't.he,:vanities 01.'; that caste. 

"lU1d where is t. he~chety.paJ. patt.ern ,01: lIIen' ~: ,,1f1we4 ~y_n? ,.' 'Xl.ie:; , 
answer so far is'that there ~s none. Where, sisters, is our lit~at,ure, 
our plastic arts, our ~ of myth? "An'd 'of what, value is it to us to continue 
t.o employ the coW~e.til?n.s, dictated by this masculine schema? ('Xheir view 
of us isric~f.~) ~,one-.dimensional,view of themselves . .: ,C.;1J;l5WE! Jlot 
create Ol1~f.:j;!iem-:-jus\ "8.8. vibrlUlt and: fascinating?). l'erhap, tJle~cll!I'ren~ 
stat.e of. 'fAt.i~e.in,the' arts onl,Y s:i.gnif.ies theexha1.ision'O.f:the mall1,-dQ/!rl;nant 
cult.ure~:vil;l.ch feeds it. ' 'Xhere are perhaps. morei'ields to,'be opened by Us than 
we hav/l',t.hought1;o coi'U!i-der. 

" . . u. 

'-',' 
. ',' 

"." ,-.. i; 

.•.. -

" 
.\ ' 

.' .. 

", '",;.' 

-.... , 

.. ,- . . - '-. 
, ,:." 

'" :. 

. '. " .. :1 

~ .. -. . 

.. " 
".' - .. 

'" 
" . 


