
I DOWN THE HOME STRETCH IN 19731 

Longressicna1 Action on Military and Economic Aid to 
South Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia 

AUTHORIZATION 
House 

? "'i u·( NL,..,., 

The House approved $1.3 billion for military support for South Vietnam and Laos ~n 
~~e military procurement bill (H.R.9286) on July 31. The Administration had revisea 
its earlier $2.1 billion request down t:o $1.6 billion. By voice vot:e the House 
rejected an amendment offered by Rep. Leggett (Cal.) to reduce the sum to $500 million, 

The House (July 26) also al:xhorized the Administration-requested $532 million to be 
spent for "postwar reconstruction" in Indochina through the foreign aid authoriza­
tion bill (H.R.9360), after rejecting the Bingham amendment to cut Indochina aid 
by 1/3, the Harrington amendment to prohibit aid to South 'lietnam' s police and 
prison system, and the P~zug amendment to end military aid to Carrbodia. 

). Senate 
The Senate in acting on the military procurement till (H.R.9286) authorized $952 
million for military aid to South Vietnam and Laos (Oct. 1). Sen. Hughes (Iowa) 
offered an amendment, similar to tha Leggett amer.dment in the House, to reduce 
that figure to $500 rr~llion; it was rejected by a vote cf 49 to 43. 

The Senate also authorized $376 million for Indochina "postwar reconstruction" , 
through the economic foreign aid bill (S. 2335). Two important amendment were 
offered by Sen. Abourezk (S.D.). The first would have stopped U.S. funding for 
any police a~d prison systams in anv fore:gn country; it failed 51 to 43 (Oct. 1). 
second would have stoppe1 all U.S. aid to any count~f holding political 
prisoners; it was rejected 67 to 23 (Oct. 1) • ., 
S.1443, the foreign military~d bill, authorized expe~ditures for piece-for-piece 
replacement of arms in Scuth Vietnam and Laos. It sets no dollar lim~ t for the aid. 

~, 
Conference 

The Armed Services COlllIT'ittees conferees set the final figure for military aid to 
South Vietnam and Laos at $1.1 billion in the military procurement au~horization 

House Foreign Affairs and Senate Foreign Relations conferees are trying to agree 
on the bills approved by each house. Conferees should be ClI'ged to accept thes,~ 
important provisions in the Senate's foreign econo~ic aid bill (S. 2335): 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Agree to the $376 million limit on f~~ds for Thieu set by the Senate and not 
the 6632 million limit: set: by the House. 

Agree to Ser.ate provision in both Senate-passed bills that "110 part of 
any appropriaticr. made available to carry out this or any other provision 
of law shall be us~d to conduct any police training or related program 
for any· forBign coun"trY." 

Agree to Senate provision (Sec. 22) stating the sense of Congress that the 
U. S. should not: furnish econo~ic or military assistance to any ccuntry unless 
that countrj' com;olies with the Jan. 27 Peace Agreement (a provision initiated 
by Sen. Pell--R.I.I. 

Agree to t::e Senate p!"ovision stat:'ng "sense of Congress that the preside!"!t 
sho1.ild deny an J' e"onome or military aid to the government :)f any fore:""" 
country which i~risons its citizens for poll tical purposes" (a 'H'at:erec :lcv.'!l 
version of the Senate-considered ~.bourezk amendment). 

bill. 



I AL.llUN ::'Ubbt::, 11 UN::' 

Urge the Senate and House conferees to accept the foregoing provisions. 
Conferees on the aid bills are: 

Sena;to.'t.6 
.r3. w. Fulb't.ylt-t--Allic. 
.--FJuJ.1111 ClllUlC.h- - I daJw 
.-HlLb.u..t H. HlLmpll~elf--M.<'I1I1. 
~eofU:Je V. Adze.l1--Vt. 

"Ju6So't.d P. Caoe--N.J. 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Re~eJ.> entativu 
-fhomiU> E. MO-'lgal1- -11. 4ante B. F~oeell.-- Fta. 

ctement J. Zabtee/U- -W"6~W.{li{.am S. ;\IadUMd- -CM • 
WatJl'le L. HatJl.l--Oh<.o .--iJ.Im. S. Bf!.oom6<.dd--M<.c.h. 

Pete!!. H. B. Ff!.e,UnghutJ~el1--N.J. 

The House and Senate have almost completed the authorization process. The next 
step is for funds to be appropriated for programs which have been authcrized. 
Congress can appropriate le"" money for a program than authorized, but not more. 

:-'.t this tim\;;! «(Jet. 1('), the subcommittees of both the HOUSE; and Senate App:ropria­
tions Committees have completed hearings and are preparing to mark up (=agree to) 
bills to :,e reported to the full Appropriations Committees. After action in the 
Appropriations Committees, the bills will be reported to the House and Sen~ 
floors for action, 

Military aid for South Vietnam and Laos will be considered in the Defense 
Appropriations ::ubcommi ttees of the House and Senate. ~ 

Economic aid for South Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia and military aid for Cambodia 
will be considered in the Foreign Operations Subcommittees 'Of the House and Senate. 

On issues involving Indochina, FClIL is urging -

House and Senate Foreign Operations Subcommittees 

1. $107 nillion be appropriated for strictly humanitarian assistance. This is the 
full amount re'luested by the- Agency for International uevelopment (AID). 
Specific appropriations for this purpose will assure funds for ~umanitarian 
programs will not be short-changed by Thieu or AID officials if over-all 

Indochina aid funds are cut. 
2. $269 million te appropriated for all other Indochina reconstruction. This 

is the differen~e between the Senate-authorized figure of $376 million and 
the $107 millcon requested for humanitarian relief. 

3. That no flmds be given for South Vietnam's police and prison systeJJl3. FCllL 
is urging language similar to this: "No 6lLndo he!!.UH Of!. he,~eto6of!.e app'~~-
p!!.<.ated b,1 CvIl9~u; a.rui 110l1e 06 the teeM c.uJl!tVIUeJ.> geneJuJ.ted hMe.-Vl o,~ ,1e!!.eW-
6of!.e app~op.ua;ted by COl1gf!.U~ -6haU be l.L6e.d to pf!.Ov.we tIla,uul1g Of!. 6-<-HLlIIUM 
o'{. ma;te.-'l-lM olLppoM 60f!. the pouee 6of!.eeJ.> Of!. ~an ~1j.6:terM W-<.tiu.n 
Sc-u..th V<.c,tl1run." 

4. That no fund::, t'e appropriated to any country violating the Jan. 27 
peace a"re"r.e~,t as provided in Sec. 22 of the Senaee-passed authorization bill. 

House and Senate Defense Subcommittees 

1. That the $1. 0 billion authorized for military aid to South Vietnam and La03 loe 
recluced to $3:J r:1illion as proposec'. by Senator Hug:;es and Rep. Leggeu. See 
st" te.ent by e.ep. Bella Abzug in Congressional Record of Oct. 3 (p. E-6260) 

foY' ~.'"rt~,~-,orting documentation. 



ACTION SUGGESTIONS FCNL-3 

Urge members of these key Appropriations Subcommittees to support the 

foregoing proposals: 

HOUSE 

How.. e AppltopJUa.Uol'U> ComnU..ti:ee 
Su.bcommd-tee on FOILe..i.gn OpeJta.t,(.on6 

(FoILe..i.gn A{.d AppltopJUa.Uon6 Bill) 

aLto E. Pa66man--La. 
John J. Rooney--N. Y. 
C£.Mellce D. LOllg--Md. 
E~UMd R. Roybal--C~6. 
Tom Bev~--Ata. 
J. Edwilltd Row..h--Illd. 
~dney R. Yate.o--Itt. 
Ga!tne!t E. ShJUve!t--KIlIl6. 
~v~ O. Conte--Ma66. 
Ctaltence E. M~e!t--O~ 
LawILence Coug~n--Pd. 

Subco~ee Oil De6en6e 
(Mildaltlj PILoCUlLement 
AppILopJU~n6 Bill) 

GeOlLge H. Mahon--Texa6 
RobeJtt L. F. ~ke.o--Fta. 
Va~et J. Ftood--Pa. 
J06eph P. Addabbo--N.Y. 
John J. McFate.--C~6. 
John J. Ftynt--Ga. 
RobeJtt N. ~o--Conn. 
JanKe L. W~en--M.u.6. 
W~am E. M.<'l'U>hate.--OMo 
John J. Rhode.o--AJUz. 
Gienn R. Dav<.6--W.u.. 
Lou<.6 C. Wljmilll--N.H. 

SENATE 

Senate AppILo pJU.a.t,(.o I'U> C omnU..ti:ee 
Su.bcomnU..ti:ee on FOILe..i.g n OpeJult,{.OI'U> 

(FoILug n Eco nom-i.c AJ..d Bill itnd 
FOILugn W .. tdalty A{.d !ktt) 

Vaniet K. Inou.ye--Haw~ 
W.il.liam P!to xmvr.e - - W.u. • 
Gale W. McGee--Wyo. 
John L. McCteUan--AlLk. 
Law.tcn CWe.o--Fta. 
EciwMd W. BlLooke--Mcw6. 
MaILk O. Hat6~etd--OILe. 
Cha!tie.o McC. Ma..t:.IU.a6--Md. , 

Subcommd-tee on Ve6en6e 
(Mi-Utalty P ILO CUlL em ent 
AppILo piU.a..t.W 111> Bill) 

John L. McCtete.an--AILk. 
John C. Stenn<.6--M.u.6. 
John O. Pa6tolLe--R.I. 
Wa!t!tw G. Magnu6on--Wa6h. 
~ke MIlIl66~etd--Mont. 
A£.an !kbte--Nev. 
Gale W. McGee--Wyo. 
~on R. Young--N.Dak. 
Romilll L. HlLw.. ka- -Neb. 
NOMM CoLton--N. H. 
CU660M P. Ca6e--N.J. 
Hhuun L. Fong--Haw~ 
.Edwaltd W. BlLooke--MaM. 

Ex officio members: 
s.tuaJt.t Sym~toll--Mo. 
He.nJty M. JacJu.on--Wa6h. 
StILOm ThUlLmond--S.C. 

See FCNL February 1973 Newsletter or ~ther source for full list of appropriations 
committee members. 

FRI ENDS COM;\IITTEE ON NATIONAL LEGISLATION 
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