
INTRODUCING 

LINE OF MARCH 
Publications 

The U.S. communist movement is in crisis. 
The essence of that crisis is to be found in the 
main political lines which dominate the move­
ment. 

On the one hand is the modern revisionist 
political line which conciliates U.S. imperialism 
by declaring, in the face of all the evidence to the 
contrary, that the transition to socialism can and 
will take place in a "peaceful," '''democratic'' and 
evolutionary manner. 

On the other hand is a "left" opportunist line 
which conciliates U.S. imperialism by proposing 
to unite with it under the banner of anti-Soviet­
ism. 

These opportunist lines lead the working class 
movement astray. In response to them, an anti­
revisionist, anti-"left" opportunist trend has 
emerged within the communist movement. The 
future of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian rev­
olution in the U.S. now rests on the development 
of this trend. 

The pressing task before this trend is devel­
oping an accurate summation of the opportunist 
lines and generating a correct general line to 
guide the work of communists. This process can 
most precisely be characterized as the rectif­
ication of the general line of the U.S. communist 
movement. 

It is to contribute to this task that the under­
signed have launched a new journal of Marxist­
Leninist theory, LINE OF MARCH. The title 
comes from The Communist Manifesto, where 
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels note that com­
munists have the respnsibility for "'clearly under­
standing the line 0/ march, the conditions, and 
the ultimate general results of the proletarian 
movement" as the basis for providing leadership 

to that movement. In conjunction with this 
journal, the editors have also established LINE 
OF MARCH Publications as a center for pro­
ducing and distributing a variety of materials 
which advance the theoretical work of the U.S. 
movement. 

The journal, LINE OF MARCH, is published 
bi-monthly. Its contents will fan roughly into 
three areas; articles on different aspects of 
Marxist-Leninist theory which speak directly to 
those outstanding questions that must be ad­
dressed in the process of developing the move­
ment's general line; Marxist-Leninist analysis 
and commentary on major political develop­
ments in the world and in the U.S.; and discussion 
articles relating to the party-building question. 

LINE OF MARCH Editorial Board 
Co-editors: Bruce Occena 

Irwin Silber 

Managing Editor: Margery Rosnick 

Linda Burnham 
Max Elbaum 

Melinda Paras 
Bob Wing 

One-year subscriptions (6 issues) .... $12.50 
Single Copies ....................... $2.50 

LINE OF MARCH 
is a project of the 

INSTITUTE FOR SCIENTIFIC 
SOCIALISM 

The Institute for Scientific Socialism 
is a tax exempt foundation concerned 
with the promotion and distribution of 
information about the history and prin­
ciples of scientific socialism. 

If you would like to make a financial 
contribution to Line of March Pub­
lications, this would greatly assist our 
work. Because Line ofM arch is a project 
of the non-profit Institute your contri­
bution is tax-deductible. (Make checks 
payable to the Institute for Scientific 
Socialism. ) 

LINE OF MARCH PUBLICA nONS 
964 Valencia St. 

San Francisco, CA 94110 
(415) 285-3369 
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Currently available from Line of March Pub­
lications: 

AFGHANISTAN: The Battle Line Is 
Drawn, by Irwin Silber. March 1980. 

This pamphlet, by the former Executive Editor 
of the Guardian, examines three aspects of the 
current controversy surrounding Afghanistan: 
the turn in U.S. foreign policy (The Carter Doc­
trine); the role of the Soviet Union; and the 
dynamics and history of the Afgban revolution . 
The work is thoroughly rooted in the concrete 
reality of Afghanistan and is placed in the context 
of the international struggle against imperialism. 
It also puts forward, for the first time, some 
advanced views on the contradictions inherent in 
Soviet foreign policy, reflecting both that coun­
try's socialist character and a narrow nationalist 
and revisionist deviation in the general line of its 
Communist Party. 
32 pages (paper) ..................... $1.50 

DEVELOPING THE SUBJECTIVE 
FACTO R: The Party-Building Line of the 
National Network of Marxist-Leninist 
Clubs. First Printing, May 1979. Second edi­
tion (revised) May 1980. 

In the spring of 1979, the National Network of 
Marxist-Leninist Clubs was founded. Its political 
basis of unity was summed up in the following 
formulation: "The central task before U.S. 
Marxist-Leninists today is the rectification of the 
general line of the U.S. communist movement 
and the re-establishment of its communist party." 
This pamphlet lays out the fundamental theo­
retical and political underpinnings of that formu­
lation. The first printing of this pamphlet created 
a significant stir in the ranks ofU .S. communists. 
This second edition includes a new 20-page 
section: Questions and Answers on the Recti­
fication Party- Building Line, (also available 
separately for $1.00) written in response to 
numerous questions raised in the course of the 
discussion and debate over party-building line. 
64 pages (paper) .................... $2.00 

THE MYTH OF CAPITALISM RE­
BORN: A Marxist Critique of Theories of 
Capitalist Restoration in the USSR, by 
Michael Goldfield and Melvin Rothenberg. 

No question has been the source of greater 
controversy among modern-day Marxists than 
the class nature of the Soviet Union. The general 
line pursued by the Communist Party of China 
and followed by the various "Maoist" groups 
elsewhere in the world is based on the thesis that 
capitalism has been restored in the USSR. The 
present work provides a definitive refutation of 
that thesis, based on an indepth Marxist analysis 
of empirical data and on a critique of the capi­
talist restoration theory itself, demonstrating that 
the theory departs from fundamental concepts of 
Marxist political economy_ The political signif­
icance of this break-through theoretical work can 
hardly be overestimated. It is mils! reading for all 
who base their own political work on a Marxist 
perspective. 
128 pages (paper) ................... $3.95 

published by the Soviet Union Study Project 
April 1980 

RECTIFICATION vs FUSiON: The Strug­
gle Over Party-Building Line, bl' the National 
Network of Marxist-Leninist Clubs. June 1979 

The struggle between two general orientations 
towards party-building~the "rectification" line 
and the "fusion" line-has been a principal 
feature of the anti-revisionist. anti-"left" op­
portunist trend in U.S. Marxism. This pamphlet 
examines the contention between the two lines in 
three articles: I) A statement from the NNMLC 
explaining its reasons for deciding not to affiliate 
with the Organizing Committee for an Ideo­
logical Center (OCIC) initiated by the Phila­
delphia Workers Organizing Committee 
(PWOC) and several other local Marxist-Lenin­
ist groups; 2) The text of a speech by OCIC 
chairperson, Clay Newlin, in April 1979, on 
"The State of the Party-Building Movement", 
which polemicizes against the "rectification" 
line; 3) A response to Newlin by leading figures 
associated with the "rectifIcation" line. 
64 pages (paper) .................... $2.50 

THE WAR IN INDOCHINA 
by Irwin Silber. March 1979. 

This pamphlet, written while the author was 
still on the staff of the Guardian, originated as a 
minority viewpoint within the Guardian staff on 
the controversial questions involved in the con­
flict in Indochina involving Kampuchea, Viet­
nam and China. Upholding the line and actions of 
the Vietnam Workers Party, the pamphlet ana­
lyzes the actual contradictions between the Pol 
Pot regime in Kampuchea and the government of 
Vietnam, the political reasons for China's in­
vasion of Vietnam and the role of the U.S., 
placing the struggle in the overall context of the 
present contention within the communist move­
ment. The author takes up a number of important 
theoretical questions concerning national sover­
eignty and contradictions between socialist 
countries. 
16 pages ............................ $1.00 


