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According to the Trilateral Commission, there are two kinds of 
intellectuals, First, "technocratic and policy-oriented intellectuals" who are 
described as responsible, serious, and constructive. They are the expert 
witnesses to the events of our times, who move easily from the university to 
government to management, and back again. Their opinions, based on the 
shared assumption of the validity of maximizing national interest, are found in 
the mainstream journals. 

And there are "value-oriented intellectuals," challengers of authority and 
established institutions, who feel that it is important to question present policy 
directions and, where necessary, unmask and delegitimate conventional 
wisdom. We at ALTERNATIVES recognize these categories and place our­
selves, with some pride, among the value-oriented. 

ALTERNATIVES is written by and for those who, having an awareness of the 
Wortc!'s QiVerse Guitural-lradifions, needs and expectations, are worKIng to 
achieve a humane world governance responsive to all members of the emerging 
global society. Its contributors include Western scholars with wider-than 
Western vision and non-Western authors whose perspectives and proposals 
increasingly influence the course of world affairs. 

In its five years of publication, ALTERNATIVES has become an essential 
source of innovative thinking and explication for those who seek to understand 
the dynamics of shifting global political and social structures. Articles in 
ALTERNATIVES analyze problems facing the world community from fresh 
perspectives, chart the economic implications of new regional alliances, 
examine the priorities revealed in various national strategies for delivering 
food to the world's hungry societies, and search for the formulation of a 
demilitarized global security system. Special issues of ALTERNATIVES provide 
a wide variety of viewpoints on major items on the world agenda. 
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WHO IS READING ALTERNATIVES? 

"AL TERNA TIVES is distinguished by its combination of global and value­
oriented thinking and strong concern for the problems of the Third World." 

-Richard J. Barnet 

"One of the first truly transnational journals, combining academic rigor and 
policy analysis. For me, the array of perspectives in ALTERNATIVES is an 
indispensable antidote for North American provincialism." 

-Chadwick Alger 

"I see ALTERNATIVES as an effort to articulate a perspective informed by a 
sense of what might best be called 'global populism.' In taking strong normative 
positions on policy alternatives, it is a unique addition to the literature." 

-John Gerard Ruggie 

"AL TERNA TIVES presents concerned scholarship born of engagement with 
~-unlvei'sal struggle fOi htHmm-nignity;;t-rises above _ platitudes to serve 
a serious purpose." 

-Eqbal Ahmad 

"For those of us who are working to develop, use and share technologies 
appropriate to an equitable and environmentally sound society, ALTERNATIVES 
is a fine resource for understanding the political,economic, and social contexts 
within which we must operate." 

-John Todd 

"ALTERNATIVES investigates and furthers important changes in the political 
and ethical conscience now taking shape. It has become a valuable tool for 
forging the global identity our epoch needs to counter the very real threats to 
the survival of our species." 

-Robert Jay Lifton 
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--

ALTERNATIVES IS A JOURNAL WITH A POINT OF VIEW, Underlying its 
scholarship is a commitment to overcoming the legacy of our times: war, 
poverty, repression and ecological decay. It encourages dialogue and the 
exchange of ideas between South and North, West and East to provide a frame-
work for change in outworn social and political structures. 

ALTERNATIVES IS AN OUTGROWTH OF THE WORLD ORDER MODELS 
PROJECT. It offers a forum for scholars and policy makers from all parts of the 
world for the consideration of alternative solutions to critical problems which 
transcend national borders and are beyond the ability of anyone government to 
solve. 

* * * 
"A very hopeful ... very valuable journal." 

Jayapraksh Narayan 
Prison Diary (1977) 


