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The author In the eyes of his contemporaries: 

r. A. ~Ln, .. :h 

"Of all R6pkc':, gifb, I "hould like to mention one in I)Mticular which 

\ve who Jre his collE'tlgues especially admire - pcrhap~ because it is 

the rarest among ,>choLH'l: hi'> courage. Rcipke ~hO\\'(>d "ueh c:ourJgc 

(lS a young man when hi" rcpu\<ltion and position wel-(' 'ltill to be 
made, and he showed it still when without hesitation he cxpmcd the 

illusions of the sixth decade of the twentieth century with the :"lfllC' 

candor he used to light against the illu:,iom of the t\".'cnlies.' 

Henry Hazlitt 

"Among world economists, \Nilhelrn Ropke is oubtanding, not met-ely 

for the acuteness of his analysis, but for the breadth of his learning 

and the breadth of his vie\v, which go much beyond the purely eco­

nomic field. He ~tands with Ludwig von Mises and F. A. Hayek as one 

of the three mmt influential leaders of the neoliberal movement J\\'ay 

hom state control~ and toward a restoration of individual freedorn." 

REFLECTIONS ON ••••••••••••••••••••••••• THE LIFE OF 
WILHELM ROrKE 

"From the beginning of Vv'orld \VM II, the unique 
divining talents that gilVC \Vilhclm Riipke hi~ [)O[­

yet fully recognized ~talurr~ became C\'lderlt: the 
depth of penetration and the prolunJlty III ~('M( h­
ing for objective truth in tlw intri(,ltp dyn'lll1i(~ ot 
~ocial change. Endowed \\'Ith a ~hal'p, well-tr,lilwd 
intellect and unsparing \\'ork dl~cjpljne, he em­
barked on a iearle~~ ,",parch tor (()lnprc'lll'mion (11 

the gcnulflc and ~en~ible rndtpricll pr()grt'~~ pm~ihl(' 
III il. decent, hurnanl' society. In so dOing he cro~~('cI 
the boundaries and nclrrO\v conllnes 01 ~1"ll'CdI17,1-
lion \\'Ithin (lll(' d(cldt'll1ic discipline elml \)('CdIlW cl 
gencralist. HI~ innat(·' und('r~tandillg ot ili'ltor\' clnd 
the Cestalt of \Veotc'rIl 1l1<l1l ill it~ lull Il1Pdillllg, 

combined wl[h hi, decpen!llg kllowlpdge ot the 
In~tllutioncll, .,[ru( tu,lI, and IUrlCliOlldl ontology UI 
11](' \\'urld whir h i~ our dC~tlI1Y, led I)rot('~~ur I·Uip~l.' 

to clllCilul hi, ,111-cI1lIHclCing doctrine ot pulitic<ll 
l'C0I101ll((" more' dl'l.'ply ill till' ,("I('nlilic I'(,dlm 01 

tilt' hUI1l,lllili('~, JLlrI~jlllldcn((" clnd pi1:lo'opln. 
\\'llh (lc\'cl~I'ltillg plf'li~IOIl he l'xp(l~l'd Ihe' l,lUlt\ 
,1pprUcl( h In {,("OIl()I1lIC I)roblclll~ \iJ h,l~IC lH cllj­
plied 1"1.~tltr,ll -'Cll'n(('~ 01 ('ngilwl'ring cl~ 11ll' dI11[-
1iw",l~ ()t ('((IIl{)llll(~ ,!Ild ulll.\'ortlw ot II, n,lIlW 

[R;ip~c"~ 'tiloughh dlld tIW(Hll'~", cH(' ([{'('Ill\. 
rooted III till' Illrii'puiclhle \<llu(,) (It ()UI )L1d('(l­
Chll~lldll {i\'lliLclt:(J1l Mld ICHIll tile dlltitl)("I~ 01 

PO~lli\'I~rn, 1'('ldtivi~Ill, ,( If'nll"!ll, ,mel (ulll'( til.'l~nl 

r\(prpteci ilom dn articie in The Inh'I'(ollegiate RCl.'i('\\, "1\'dlll'l,')) Rijpld' ,Ill \l('!!:()t",!,,, L)\ 

Karl Brandt, Proresmr of [cCJf)olllic Po/ie)' LlIlerilus ,1t Slan:ord (,'ni\ ('I'ilv ,]Ild S('!"':i()! I\c'(''!,'(.h 
fellow oi the Ilo()ver In,lilution 



A Humane Economy, by Wilhelm Ropke - this is the full­

size (5 x 8 in.) paperback edition (312 pages) which retails for 

$2.95. 

Subtitled "The Social Framework of the Free Market," 

A HUfllJne Economy is a classic of economic and social 

analysis which some have suggested ought to have been 

entitled "A Humane Society" to reflect better the concerns 

treated by Ropke in the book. Some of the chapter headings 

are: "Modern Mass Society," "The Conditions and limits of 

the Market," and "Welfare State and Chronic Inflation." 
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The purpose of the 151 Special Book Offer Program is to make 

available to college students and professors works of merit that 

they would not normally have easy access to - and to do this 

at very attractive prices. 

A HUMANE ECONOMY is so precisely in accord with this ob­

ject that lSI is making it available at a price that will encourage 

purchasers to buy extra copies for distribution. 
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