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kundred gnd eighteen more JOURE persons, women and children to Poulo Condor,

e Cn Juna§§: 1974, 119 Vistnamese ithe greater part of which were young paople who
did not wish to join the army) fled to Hong Kong by bost and were srrested there
by the Governor of that country, Learning of the decision of the Governor of
Hong Kong, in accord with London, to return these persone to the Seigon government,
Amnesty Internationa] of France and the Vietnam Society vook steps to have thess
persons obtain the status of palitieal refugees, for these organizations felt that
their lives would be in danger if they ware sent back to Saigon, Following these
steps, the Saigon Conmsulate st Hong Kong issued = communique assuring security and
clsmency for thess persons if they were returned to its Govermment, But only ona
af them could remgin in Hong Kong, for he had perents In that city, The 118 others
were raturned to Salgon on June 17, where they were interrcgated, then sent on June
25th to Poulp Condor Island., OQut of these 117 persons there were 92 young people,
16 women and 10 children under age 14. (Dien Tin, Chinh Luan, Dai Dan Toc, June '7.)

Twenty pripgoners slguidated at Pleilku (High plateau of South Vietnam)
Saigon, June 17, The Salgon pepers {(Dien Tin, Chinh Luan, etc, ) reporied the tragic

case of the death of 20 militery priscners et Pleiiu, According to the inquest, M,
Nguyen Triem, oversaeer of s group of deserters who had been imprisoned end sentenced
to hard lsbor, haea assassinated these priscners during the past months to obtain
thelr livers and eat them, Thie discovery was made pogsibla through the revelaticns
of one of the prisonsrs wvno had been able to e8cape assaszinetion, It was discovered
thet every day this oversesy accompanied these prisonersg into the forest to cut wood;
it wes in this forest of Ngo Scn that he had kdliled two parsens, At Than Han, by Hanm
Rong Hill, he had killed two othars; and he mansged tc K11 two of them in the prison
itself, For all thesa demths he made & report as if these Prisoner: had eseapad.
dccording to the explanation of the local edministration, M, Nguyen Triem ig a sick
person, but at the same time 4t indicates that it 1s not a question of the act of a
singls psrson but, rather, of s network, (From Chinh Luan, Dien Tin, Juna 18, 1974)

Editor's note: The problem presents itself really in a very serious fashion, for
recently pclitical priscners heva beern transferred from various prisons to Plaikuy
with a changing of their category of prisomer classification, In barticular, stud-
ent prisoners have been required ic join the army; and 1f they refusa, they are cone
sidersd as deserters, This wes the case, for example, on Hay 12, with five students:
Buu Chi, Nguyen Cam, Le van Nghia, Nguyen van Hos, end Le Van Tho, who were taken
from the Chi Hoa prison to Enrollment Center no, 3.. Ons cannot, moreover, saparate
this mews from that of June 3s 1974 concerning the bombardment of Ten Hiep prison
(a prison for women) whieh ceused the death of a great mumber of prisoners., We ask
oursslves if thic dcss not amount to a general belicy of liquidation,

Every month ihers gre 2 or 3 military prisoners who die in Go Yap prison.
Saigon, June 22, Senstor Cao Van Tuong, after having visited Go Vap military prison,
stated that during the year 1Y72, each month there were at least two or thres prison-
ers dead from sicknass, According 4o the sanator, in this prison are incarcerated
3,000 military men, with but a single doctor, ome assistant officer and three order-
lies, Ons of the threc orderlies moreover wass himself fallen gick because of the
heavy work load, The capacity for modical eare is satisfactory for cnly 100 persons
& day et the most, and the mumbay of sick 1s at the mindmm of 200 persons, At times
this mimber even resches 2015, as for example in tha month of April, 1973, There
exists only one bed for mdica]l examination; there is no walting room for emargency
cases, and they use army trucks to transport ailing priscners, Sickness ncours
‘mainly from insufficiency of food: esch Prisoner receives only 90 piastres for 500
grams of rice, 9 piastres for other food, and é pigstres for wood per day.
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As for living conditioms, there are 400 to 500 persons jsmmed into a space 1§ meivas

long by 1, metres wide, After this report, many senstors called for the quicicast

poegible ralease of nelf the prisoncrs in this military prison. They sdded that con=

ditions ir this prison in comparison with cther ipternment centers was still the tos’.
(From Chinh Luan, Jume 23=24, July 3, 1974)

ngg@i the reeducation centsr _
[n an ﬁteﬂiaw with & joarnalist at the Natlonal Assembly, Doputy Nguyen Ngoc Lien
stated that in the coming week he wms golng to meveal the corrupt conditions in tho
resducatior centers {that is to eay, the prisons}, He has already, he stated, all
the necessery documents to show how the directors of these prisons hsve exploitad ilx
gystem of corruption that is found at the nighest tevel, namely the Ministry of he-
educaticn Centers, He has also revesled the occurrence of open rape of female priscte
ers at Thu Duc by the directors of the Conter, I% is in the same Center that theays ig
ane of tha officials whe hes seid tast he fesrs no one, bocauce he has sharge of the
paiptemance of the son, at Thu Duc prison, of ome of the top men in the Department of
Bducation et the school of tne Brothers of Christien Scncols or Mosaart (which are
very expans&iw.) (From Chinh Luan, Jums 2324, 1974} '

The desth of six militismen.
“Salgon, June 28, A4 trial has just teken place at Saigon concerning the death of siz

militiemnn et the snd of 1973, To punish these militiamen, the assistant of the sute
urity commdssion of the district ccnfined the foliowing six personsr Hguyen Thank Dicl
Rguyen Hm Loi, Nguyen Huu Tan Hoang Van Nit, Vong & Whia, and Vong & Fhi B, inr & uzic
vhich hed yreviously besn filled with gasolins, Than be had forgotten them, and ihz
pext day the six militiemen wers dead.

§ novesopmipsioned officer tortured g death.. '
Op tho first of July a colomel tertursed to death & nopn-com Nguyer. Rhanh, suspecting
hr of having stolen a sum of monsy, The wife of the latter has mede Imown thai ks
husbard had been beaten cn the chest and tortured in his genitel parts, After haviig
tortured him to death, the colonel had glver the order te shoot hia vietim in orde
maks people believe it was sulcide. {(From Dien Tn, July 2, 1974}

Pdjtor's noter These are only two cases anong others ir the intsraument csufers iu
‘ verious cities end provinses.

&n apeal of the Committes for yhe Baform of the Defentiop System in South fletnan op

batalf of the immediste Ziberation of 4is prisopers and sspecially of perticuler cages.
Thn gese of the siudent Huyrh Tap Mem: Former president of the Geperal Asscclatiocw
of Students of Seigon, he wss errested on January %, 1972 for having fought agalnsi
the dlotatorship and demended the withdrawal of the American troops. tn Fab, 22,
1974, following the defeat of 1is atiempd o axpel Mam by way of exchenge of prisonc..
with the FRG at Lot Ninbh, the Saigon administration brought him te Saigon to pu% his
in & place unknown, Far four momtss his mother, aged 65, has hsd no further news and
does not even know if he is alive or dead.

The gase of the Fham Vau Lang faaily: Following the arrsst of one of his sons, M, Thu
Trong Dmo, on Feb, 27, 1972 for polltical reasons, ¥, Pham Van Lang was arrested, als~
the pext day, Feb, 28, along with his entire family consisting ofs M, Fham Van Laur,
the father, 743 Mwe, Dao Thi Mgoe Thu, the mother, 683 M, Pham Treng Gau, thelr son,
393 ¥, Ho Thenh Timh, their adopted son, 45; Mme, Fguyen Thi Ngoe Anh, wife of the
latter, On Feb, 28, 1974 Mme, Dac Thi Ngoe Thu wes freed, but on Harch 2, 1974 her
huebard as well as his adopted sor and his wife were to be turned over to the FRG, wui
they refused, Thsy were all retwned to the assembly center desplte the promise o
fres them in Sajgon, In particulsr ¥, Lang is imprisoned at Tan Hisp prison and ¥, oo
at Genaral Police Hesdguarters,
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dhe case of Mms, Ceo Ind Que Huongi The wifa of M, Nguyen Ngoe Phuong, who ica
in prison en Jan, 5y 1973, was arrosted on March 17, 1972, She was cne of the
founders of the Comnittes for the Reform of the Dstention System in South Vietns:.
and was later in charge of internal affairs for the Committee., Aftor having rew
fused %o bs turned ovar to the PRG she is pressently detained at an assembly cont

|

Ihe cass of M. Doan Kbae Xuven, Director of the J.0.C: M. Domn Khac Xuyen was
;Eiiencad on April 2%, 19§4 by the militery tribums)l to {ive yeers solitary core
finement, A student agad 24, he was arrested two YOars ago, more precisely, oun

the nipght of April 30, 1972, at the same time ag four other directors of the JelinDo
(Young Christien Workers) st ihe offlce of that organization, 370 Le van Duyet,
Salgon, Deteined at Tan Hlap, they were deported on Dec, R5, 1972 to the dungeon of
Poulo Condor, withous ary trial heving intervenad in the moantime with respect to
their case, On May 5, 1973 the four comrades of Xuyen were transferred to Saigon
and freed on the 9poty, whils he bad to wait until June 28, 1973 to be brought to
the mainland, not with a view to being roleased, but to be hauled before the mil~
itary tribunal of the Jrd Esgion 4o ancwer to ihe charge of "not having an identis::
card®, Doan Khec Zuyen stated tp the trilunal that before heing arrested he had
all his papers in order, but that the police had confiscated all of them, In the
face of obwious proof’, the tribunal, in ite moating of August 8§, 1973, adquitted
Mn of the aforosaid charge, Despit this acquittal, Xuyen was still detalned, srd
then transferrad to a mobilization centar on Oet, 22, 1973 to be enrolled in tha
armed foress, Xuyen has refuged to put on the army uniform,

Y3 NEED YCUR HELFP IN UEGING ANY NONSGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION
WHO DESIRE T0, TO WRITE TC THE U.N.. HUMAN RIGETS COMMISSION I
SUFFORT OF THE INTERNATTONAL COMMITEER S BOSSIER DOCUMENTING
TORTURE AND ILL TREATMENT OF POLITICAL FRISCHERS IN SOUTH VIETR:M,
Hrite %03

Mr, Jaksh Th, Moller

Prman Rights Officer

Yivisicn of Human Righta

United Ngtions

Hew York, N.Y., 10017

Qur dosater in dubbed with refarence mumbers S0 215/1 VINA REP,
Ha suhmitted 13 complete dossiors each compnssd of 37 identiesl
docvments, We falt that tholr contens clearly demonstrated % a
consistant pattern of gross and reliably attested violations of
iman rights snd fundamental freedoms,®

LET US NOT FORGET ARTIOLE A% of the Pgris hgreemant ¢

#Immedintely oftor the cease-fire, the two South Viatnamese perties wilis
~Achiove naticnsl reconciliation and ¢oncord, end hatred snd enmity, prohibit a2
acts of repriasnl and discrimination against individuala er organizations that hav,
colleborated with ons sige or the othar;
—Ensure the democratic liberties of tha people: personal freedom, fresdom of spaach
fraedom of thg ress, Iraedom of meeting, freedom of organization, freedom of ool
ftien] anrtivities, freedon of belief, froedom of moverent, freedom of residencn,
freedon of woriky, ripght te broperty ownerahip, ang right to free enterprise, #



Saigon Police Fight Subversion
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But Also Curb Political Dissent,

[ O

By DAVID K. SHIPLER

2ptnixl th The New Yore Times
SAIGON, South Vistnam, Aug.
17--m the floor of Saigon|
hospital ward a young scam-
stresg named Dang Thi Hien gy
handenffed to an ofive-drab;
sfretcher, Her legs, coversd!
with & blanke:, were paralyzea!
~—& result, she said of beatings|
snd torture during police int’er-%
rogation. ' :
In a smell office & student’
aciiviet, MNguyen Xusn Ham,’
drew deeply on & cigaretts:
while ha described being forced;
to waich ihree friends tortured
uz polleemen - tried vainly to
make him admit that he wes!

& Communise, i

A higleschent philm&ﬁi_yf
tencher, Tran Tuan Nham, whe!
was jalied after his unsucoese.!
ful run as ap antj-Govetnment
candidate for the National Ak
 sembiy, husiched over his deaw-
ing ‘of the layout of cells in
the . Seigor municipsl palice
headquarters to show where he
tew the head of the Private
Erokt  Workers Unlon, Phan
Van Hi, meet death--not by!
guicide, s the Government re-
ported, but after days of
bheatings. - - f

Beyond the wall-known wer)
of tenks snd planes and in-!
‘faniry there is anather war lnf
1South Vietrnamesa .silent, hid-|
iden war thet runs. ita course,
vut of the public: view. Mt lsi'
waged in inferfpgaiion roams,
in priscos, (n courfrooms. k is;
fought it Uny print shops and.
iarge ‘upiversities, in churches!
and pagodas, In the cramped!
bifices of apposition politicians!
and the shabby headquarters of
disskdent union [eaders,

Far- Rrom Publie View

Some. pertray the struggle asi
a monumental clash betwesn|
free ideas and guvernmental
suppression; othery see it as

- the Saigon Government'y right-
ful battle ¥or. purvivel dgalnst
‘a poteni cempaign of Com-
mumist gubversion. :

W fact it in both, for its
major poots are in the civil war
that has cansumed South Viet-
nem for two decades, taking
someé two million Vietnamese

*
l
i
i
¥
|
1

. - -
This article i the firat of a |
se¢riga on Vietnam. :

tives, touching virtually avery!
family, seeping into every,
crevice of society,

The Government, to Jefend
itaelf against Communist at-
tempts to seduce and convert
the civilian population, and to
coffibal infiltration,
and essassination by the Viet-
cong, has tsam-nbleﬂ—--withi

Amaricin fimancial and edvisory |

help~8n extensive police ap-

paratus and a mitltary judicial}

syatem that are waging this sec-
ond, simultaneous war.

But thdse caught in the web|
of arrest, torture and imprizon-
meni include not only Commu-
nists who pose as dissidenis
but non-Communist dissidents
as well, not only sophisticated
Vietcong officials but apolitical
peasants suspected of Commu-
nist sympathies: not ‘ust Com-
munist labor arganizers but
tough, aggressive union leaders:
not only Vietcong propagandists
but poets and writers who have
simply opposed United States
policy and called for peace.

in recent months a8 picture of
the Government's police and
‘udicial systems has emerged
“hrough interviews with former
prisoners and their families,
student activists, hor nfficials,
teachers, journalists. authors,
opposition politicians, Foman
Csthelic  priests,  Buddhijet
monks, lawyers and poliee of-
ficials,

Such inquiries by foreign cor-
reapondents are possible in Gov-
ernment-held areas, wiere out-
siders Have reiative freedom.
The Vietcong, in contrast, have
permitied oniy strictly puided
tours hy newsmen, so little is-
known of the actual workings
of their secycitv and judicial
syslems. The sketchy outlioes
provided in captured documents’
and the interrngation of defec-|
tors indicate that recaicitrant
civilians in Vietcong arcas are
subjected to arrest, trial, *'re-.
edication” and even execution.

As a result of the police ac-
tivity on boih sides. no neu-
tralist sentiment has heen 3l
lowed to gain momentum. The
Government  machinery  de<
signed to {ight the Communists:
has actually ealen awav the
middie ground hetween the twoi
WAITIE CAamps, ’

No Place to Turn

Those politically active South
Vietnamese whn dislike hoth

sides find themselves with no. .

sahotage; -

place to go. Some who were anti-:
Government  dissidents have|
turned reluctaniiy to the Com-|
munists. Others hate and I‘s!ari

Communists so much that
they have ‘gtiMigingly accepted
President Nguyen Van Thieu al-
though they do- not like him
either, :

Yet the Government’s system
{8 not & massive, ever-present
police operation comparable. to
that of the Séviet Uiion, nor
does it suppress dissen so thor-
oughly -that the courtry cmg
present a public image »f unity,,
as does North Vietnam o

It cremtes, instead. : mnsaic
of free expression and fear, of:
political apposition and wolitical
conformity. of tentle werfrr.
ance  and. harsh  nun hment,
Within thiz mosaie the heavily
~ensoret  South  Vie cemesn

ress often disolavs = <freal of
irreverence. And a few vitralie
noliticians c#n herdte Fiesident
Thieu and have thelr viewn »r.
vorted — nagt  domestically. in-
deed. hut hy {1e foréien nress,

On the other hand, dissidents
who are free to speak oui often
contend that the.}; are mere
ormaments, that whenever they
begin to accrue political power
the poHce arrest the lesser
tigures around them, break up
their meetings and leave them
isolated.

By the same token the police,
rarely make masy arrests of!
atudent dissidents, some stuy-:
dents report, but prefer to in-|
filtrate quietly and then choose:
carefully those lesders whose!
imprisonment will gsap an op-
position movement of its vigor.

Distinctions Often Ignored

The distinctions hetween
Communists and non-Commu-
nists are not always apparent
to the police, some of whose
principat officers insist that all
dissidents are really Commu-
nists. In any given case the
military judicial system—whose
judgments rely chiefly on police
dossiers—does little to estah-
lish the truth, which may be
known only to the accused.

Those exEressin antiwar
sentiments have long been
targets of police gcrutiny, both
because such views are re-
igarded as Communist views
jand for fear that they will
spread among a war-weary
population. Consequently, many
people put themselves in con-
siderable danger by opposing
United States involvement in
the war.

a3

Mr, Niram, the teacher, was
arrested shortly after his un-
successfal 1971 campaign for
& National Assembly seat, run
on the theme *Fight the Amer-
icans and save the country,"--
4 slogan also used hy North
Vietnam. He was released In
March after nearly two years
in prison. |

"At the beginning of the;
campaign, my election pam.
phlets were confiscated right,
at the print shop,” he said in
an interview four days after!
his release. “And on the first
day of the campaign, in the:
marning, I began putting up my[
posters, By six o'clock that
inight the police were tearing!
ithem down.” ;
' Every day, he recalled, five.
or six of his campaign workers !
rwere afrested, held for a few!
hours and released. He said|
ithat after the election—he|
‘finished eighth in a field of 87
candidates” running for six
seats—ahout 20 of hie workers
were put in jail, where some
remain,

Antl-U.S, Articles Cited i

A journalist who asked not |
to be identified related that he!
had heen arrrsted. heaten andi
torured with electrical shock:
i3y policemen who cited several|
#f his anti-American articles:
A8 evidence that he 'as a
Cammunist, :

He had transiated American
-antiwar writing and had written!
A Newspaper series about me]
My Lai massacre, the effects!
of defoliants and the use ofi
antipersennel  bomhs  against
North Vietnam, all based on
.books and articles published!
in the United States. He was!
;released several months ago:
after ahout » year and a han.‘

A well-known author, Ngu-:
yen Buc Dung, whn usey the
pen name Vu Hanh, was ar-
rested in 1967 and held for
three years after he had written
newspaper and magazine ar-
ticles arguing that Vietnam's:
rnational culture must be pre-|
iserved mgainst Americanization.
‘He advocated the egtablish-|
'ment of a political movement'
iwith that aim. - - :
! During interrogation, he said,
|policemen  beat him, forced
/soapy water into his mouth
jand tortured him by applying
ielectrodes to his body.

In 1969, when his 18-vear-
;o!d son. Nguyen Anh ‘ﬁan
‘protested the imprisonment, he
{was arrcsted and is still in
iprison. In January 1973, Mr,
'Dung's  15-year-old daughter,
:Nguyen Thi Phuong Thao, was
larrested and hetd for six
‘months for allegedly possessing
anhwar mus.e. The polics said
sh2 was a Communist.



“ow Mr. Dung's smail house,
‘ucked away in a compact gar
der; off a back alley in Saigom.
is stripped of his hooks and
writings, ali seized by the po-
tice. He has written two novels.
since his release, both so!
neavily cepsored that he does’
not think it worth trying again..

On Jan. 1, 1974, the police
surrpunded a Saigon cafe and,
it is reported, arrested three:
young people connected with
the clandestine publication of
a small haok of short stories
entitled “Pink Hearts.”

The stories are intensely
antiwar, portraying the Gov-
ernment as the prime case of
a conflict (hat séparates lovers
and shatiers jites. One of
those gaid to have Bo#n arrest-
ed, Tran The Hung, & student
at Van Henh University. i 3ui-
goh, wrote of & peasant named
Say Do, whe tought the French
amd was pow opposed to Both
sides i wat. o

Sao Do reflécts happily on:
the forthcoming marringe of his
daughter, but worrles that hie
;two sons might kil each other.|
! Suddenly Government planes,
fnttack with . “thousands of:
fragments of bombs and bullets|
‘surrgunding and-swooping down,
'gn S;Q{B%midi;lﬁ place, wlureé‘
‘hig . also try to save
{some fragment of Iife emid E'te!
‘net of death”

. “After the careléss terr i
ition." the story goes on, “the
{ptanes flew wway, leaving he-

hind & scomm of destrattion,

‘torn houses. rpws of bambiob

with their heads bhowed law

to the . Mnolk riaing up

from buming houses. The

smoks ross and disappeared

like the incomplste dream of

S0 Do”

" bon$ Like This Mag’

Another duthor . réportediy
arrested  was Thosa!
‘Chau, who wtote & bitler story
abgut a  Siigon tax!. driver's
happineas upor heseiag of the
cense-fire. He ecxpecied hbx
throe sohs to return from the
army, but when he entersd his
douae he found that only one
gon had come home, in & coffin.
[draped with the South Vistns.,
mense Flag.

s "Why don't you bring home
something different from this
flag?" the man adks his dead
eom. 1 don't like this flag.”
hmy ‘ T e
thougn no means wil, :
acrib kﬁl? subjected to tor-
ture, usially for one of two
purposes: to force them to pro-
vide {niefligence information or
+e force confessions, to which
the militery Judicial system ar-
2ehen preat value.

& number who have been
imprisoned in the Saigbn mu-
nrai police headquarters, in-
dudinﬁ n Student Jeader, Ha
Dink Nzuyen, report sgeing a
sicgan on the walls and on
zigng on desks: “If he is not
ﬁuﬂly, heat him until he re-

punces. If he does not re-
aounc:, best him te death.”

Mr. Nham, the tescher and
opposition candidate, said he
was hever tortured, but in the
tirst week in March, when he
wag in a cef] at the Baigon
municipal police headguarters,
he racatied, he saw maay peo-
ple from the countryside, mostly
women, who had been heaten
50 badly that they could no
jonger walk and had to be car-
ried from cell to interrogation
toom ‘

Links to the Other Sides

“T had a chance to talk with’
some of them.” he reporied,
“apd it seems they were people:
who had husbands or relatives:
on the other side, and =o they|
had been brought here. Other

le were suspected of trad-
ing with the other zide.” |

He recognized among the
prisoners s former student, Thuy
Dung, a frall woman in her:
w:i twemties whn leaned
vweakiy aguinst the wall of the
cortidor ag she walked to and
{from interrogation. Through a
‘student who was serving as a
sweeper in the cellbiock, she
conveyved to Mr. Nham her con-
cern that she was suffering
from an injury caused wben
an eel was put in her under-
pants.

When Mr. Nham was first
arrested, he went on, students
in his cetl had painfully swol-
len fingers because policemen
had inserted pins under thelr
fingerneiis, then run rulers
back and forth scross the ends
of the pins during questioning.

One of those in the cell,
law student named Trinh Dinh
‘Ben, had been beaten so badly
:that he couid not sit upright,
iMr. Nham related, adding, “'He
jscreamed all the time because,
e was in pain all over his;

i Other people have described|
istmilar situations. An American'
physician who works in a pro-|
vincial hospital reported that!
.prisoners were often brought’
into the wards with bruises
‘that they attributed to poiice
‘beatings. The doctor, who
asked not to be identified, toid
of a woman who was near
death, having been severely
beaten on the gtomach: "She
had internal injuries, bieeding,
she couldn't eat. 1 thought sbe
was going to die, but she
survived.” :

Just Routine Guestioning |

Dr. Tom Hoskins, an Ameri-|
can who works in Quang Ngai,!
on the central coast, reported)
that one of his clinic’s regular|
{pationits, & 48-year-nid woman,}

- |came in suffering from bruises.!

“She had been picked up for|
routine gquestioning,” he said,|
“and was severely beaten|
arcund the arme, chest, legs."
" The patterns of arrest en-
lvelop certain aggressive labor
.untons  as weli-~those that
‘threaten to ftranslete setious
economic concerns into sharp
political issues.

in Aprii, 1973, a number of
:prominent union officers were
jarrested and accused of being
ICommunist agents, among them
Mr. Hi, head of the bank union;
Dang Tam Si. secretary general
‘of the hank union; Nguyen
iThua Nghiep, president of the
'petroleum and Chemical Fac-
tory Workers Union, znd Ho-;

ang Xuan Dong, secretary
general of the Railway Work-
ers Union.

Mr. Dong was among 27 ua-
ion members arrested in April,
1973, after an iffegai two-hour
sirike by clerical and repair
workers seeking a wage in-
crease, During intcrrogation,:
according to & source close to’
the case, he was blindfolded;
and his wrists were handcuffed!
behind.his back and water was|
forced into his nose and mouth.
until he could not breathe, The|
police asked: “Who gave the|
order for this strike? Do you:
haeve contacts with Mr. Nghiep-
of Mr, Hi?”

He Died In Prison

Mr. Hi, arrested at about the
‘same time, was accused of be-
ing a Communist agent for 25
iyears. Five days after his arrest:
‘ﬁe died in prisom; the Govern-|
‘ment said he had hanged him.
seif. :

Mr, Nham, the teacher, whose:
'ceti was across the corridor,;
:has a different version. :

“I couid see him tarried out!
for interrogation snd carried;
‘pack,”” Mr, Nham recalled. “The,
.person who brought rice to the!
‘cells said he was being beaten
really severely and he didn't]
{know whather he would be able;
ito bear it much longer.” ;
| On the night of Apri] 22, Mr.|
iNham continued, he heard a
‘naise from Mr. Hi's ceil
i “A guard came over and:
opened his door and pulled him’
‘out head first so his legs were!
atil! in the cell and his body:
outside,” Mr. Nham said. “He
had no clothes on. One arm
was acrogs his chest. Hiz arm
‘was swollen and it was black.
like » pisee of putrid meat. On.
‘his chest was g little bit of:
‘blood, his side along  his
‘ribs was fust beaten into ham-
‘burger.” Mr. Hi was dead.

Last March, Mr. Nham said,
‘he shared a cell with a union
;man named Trang.

'
1

*He had been there seven or:
eight months.” Mr. Nham con-
tinued, "“He was being strung.
up by hig arms daily and beaten;
on his tegs, his back, his chest.
When 1 left there he was unable;
te walk because of the beatinga)

so swollen. :
"He was arrested for having
known a Liberatian Front offi-’
‘cinf who had responsibitity for
Raving lent him his pickup
triuck to ga around in”
According to Mr. Nguven. the
student leader and a former
student chairman ai rhe Saigon!
university, torture was a com-,
mon aspect nf the wave of ar

‘Torture of Students Described |

|

on his jegs, and his knees were;

resis i which he and abow 2l
student ieaders were  caught
carly in 1972, They had assen
‘bled a “pedce movement” {0 op-
pose the American presence in
Soputh Vietnam and President
iThieuw's one-men election -in
1871, One activity was burning
iAmerican vehicles.

© Mr. Nguyen described him-
:seif a5 one of three students
‘tortured in front of Mr. Ham,
ithe activist leader, who was
chairman of an association of
Catholic students at the Uni-
iversity.

i Mr. Ham said the others were
‘Huynh Tan Mam, head of the
South Vietmam Student Union,
who is still imprisoned, and
Phar Nguvet Quon, who has
which he insists he is oot. The
police began by torturing him
alone,

“Sometimes they tied me to

the chair,” Mr. Ham recalled.
*sometimes  they  hlindfolded
‘me, During the first week I was
‘beaten every day.” He also re-
‘ported being shocked by means
‘iof an oid hand-cranked iele-
lﬂhone generator connected to
ihis nipples with clips,
i This failing to elicit a confes-
igion, the police brought in his
friends one at a time, he said,
adding:

“It terrorized me. I was very
'angry that m% beat a girl in
front of me. They tied her an-
kiea to a cheir, tied a rope
around her stomech and blind-
foided her. They had a long
rubber baton and they beat her
knee caps. Then they thrust
their hands in under her ribs
and pulled them out. They had
her lie down and forced soapy
water into her mouth.

“They attached one wire to,
an eariobe and one (o her
breast or to her genital area
and then they would crank.
When the crank was iurned
and produced a hurst of elec-
tricity, she woutd strain ai the
chair and slump back.” ;

The policemen took turns.
Mr. Ham recelied. Some were!
in uniform, and he could see.
that they were high-ranking
officers—majors and lieutenant,
.colonsls—while others were in'
civilian clothes or bare-chested.;

‘Ordinary Job, No Emotion’

“It was like an ordinary job
‘with no emotion,” Mr. Ham
commenied. “They had many
Coca-Cola  hottles and  ciga-:
rettes, They would beat a little,:
drink a little Coca-Cola, smoke;
a cigarette, speak to each other:
in quiet voices—no emotion,
very professional. Most were!
not angry or hateful but were:
iust doing it very coolly.” -

There were times, he said,
when he considered ‘'saying
anything {o iclieve the suffer-
ing,” but he thought that they
would have asked him for de-
tails he could not provide, “'so
it just would have prolonged
the torture ™

Miss Quon neyer begged him
to confess. hea ssid. “'but she
did shout at them, asking them
why they wers 80 savage.”



Sears Are Ofien Euried

it is hard fo see the scars
of torture, Sometimes they are
it the eyes, Bur ro aiways,:
Mten they are hidden far he.
seath the steady gaze and self-:
control learned perhaps, in the.
intetrogaticn roems. For some,
cutiously, it is ant the thought!
of the torfure itgei? but iha
recollection of phat dreadful
fme of weling o0 be SUm-
maned (hal stirg the oid taste.
of fear.

MNguyen Viet Tuun can still,
trate it, and he wac rever tor-.
tured. The president of : group
cilled  the  Young Cathatic;
Woriers, he was arresied for
helping workers striking at af
Saigon factory. He wag treated:
gently, he said, but his call was,
ull of those tostursq, !

The tension is st} reaje—the”

extreme tear of the long, sitent!

“After 10 P.M.” ha peid, “we:
would wait for a sound, 2 bell.:
Then the guard petg ugs, elimbai
unstafts—ihien the sounc of the'
Lev, Tha interragators in the -
‘Livtime wers nog s2vers, botl
Cor Ierrogilons ot nigt werel
axd? i
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cllegaticns on et g |
Denied by /. 8. Envay 1

WASRINGTOH, Avg, 17w |
Lralam A Mriln tha Ur
Liates Ambassador io 5K
fon, told {he Senate Forcign | .
kedations Committer op Juiy |
+ZB that the embissy had 4
warefully  examined alisga. |
tions about politica prison- .
ers ik South Vistnam and |
“we found no ons in prison” ;
whn cotfd be rogarded ps a :
galitical prisoner,

He defineld & “poliical pris- |
Oner” B B parson jailed sole. |
by for his politicai b@fie{s. '
He sald the tenm did eat in-
clude snyone whe weuld e
table for conviction usder .
the isws of the United States,

In additior, Mr. *Sariin .
maid, the embassy helieves i
that the fotal number of pris. |

nners of all kinds does nnt i
exceed 31,000, :

Ray Yoo iimng
Sun, Aug. 18, 1974
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Tortured Women Rew

B T

EDRCIA i Ths New Yook Times

SAIGON, Sauth Vietnam-—
Afrests by the South Vietna-
Tes2 Government are not nj.
ways calculafed, often having
g random espect, touching
not enly those who know
they sre takirg risks bur af-
o theuws who Lpparentiy do
not,

A I5.vear.old seemsirass
naded - Dang Thi Hiea just
Secmed bewildered by her
Plght when she was inter-
viewed recently while hand-
cuffed to a stretcher in a
Saizon hospiiel, As she spoke
other patients in the crowded
ward gathered to iisten.

Lest October, sha recriled,
2 woniin she had never mat
appreacked ker sz slie was
tatking with a fiower girt in
a Saigon me:istnlace The
wotaan spoke a ‘aw wardy,
then walke LAy,

Confest

Svidenly for plainciothes
polizemen grathec Miss Hien
oy the. ~rms and pladhd her
under airest. She said she
was taken 15 a police inter.
FOREtion center in Khipn Cu-
ong. 22 miles from Spigen.,

“They teok mato s froom,"
she said “They tald me tn
take off me paaig and my
CTmse ar? T wonidnr do i,
5C they ¢id It Tur me,

"Ther2 were five (o soven

anple in the roam, They
voe! e Taey used a3 hig
stick and they put electrodes
87 ihe ends vl my irdex
finmers. When 7 - artnd to full
7 woukiny et me fall geo
pulied me up by the kg
Taey Lent me oo the ¢liest,
the bock. They tngk nff 1y
giees gad bost nyy SLGRsch.
IL hurt very, YErY much”
"Thev weuddn'f let me cty

TOETLS v e st reters s TR -

out,” she continued. “They
put their hands aver my
mouth and said o me, ‘Con-
fessl

"They pat a handkerchief
over my nose and mouth and
roured water and sonp and
put it through the handker-
chief into my two nostrils
and my mouth — threa ar
four huckets. I was very tired
by that time, Every time |
drank these things, my stam-
Ach would svrell up and they
would kick me in the stom.
Ach. As soen as my stomach
would go down again, they
would give me more wairr
and make it swell up again.

"They picked me up by the
ribs with their hands, piling
the rihs gut. Then they tied
my lezs aparl after I fe]l he.
cause of the electric shock.
Taey pulled my legs apart
amnd kicked my vulva, and 1
los! hicod there aftar that
ft. 10 days, I could not stand
any mare."

She sank into unconscinus-
ress, fhe recalled, and when
shie awoke she discovored
that a live throe-fant-lang eat
had hesn put in her under-
panis,

A Cautionary Glance

"That night they (nok me
to the hospital and gave me
imedicine ta put me tn sleep.”
she said. “I didn't know any-
JAring for a whaole night. The
next mesning  after | was
awnkened they took me hack
(o the room and beal me
again with sticks and kicked
me on the hack and chest.
When [ was Iving on the
flear they just rame hy and
Nicked, 1 could no longer
wellr. The second day |
conldn't feel anything."

Shn told the story in a
quint  stezdy  voice Only
when her mother entered tha
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llderedby Plight

ward and knelt hy her did
her eyes fill with tears,

“I am sick and sad.” Migs
Hien said, “Because | was
arrested T think that the war
still must be going on."”

As for her poiitical views,
Miss Hien said only: “Before,
T didn't know, 1 did nnt have
ANY experience with the Gov-
Frnment. Now?'

Her mather shot her a
glance of warning and whis.
pered a few words. 1 don't -
WANL o say,” Miss Hien
added.

The interview was sudden-
v ended hy a plainclothes
police captain who had jnined
the rrowd. He was tfxreeed.
ingly polite as he invited the
torrespondent tn a nearhy
station house, asked what in.
formation ihe prisoner had
given and, Apparently satig.
fied that she had sajd little
of importance, ended the ses-
sion with 5 'rquest  that
nothing  he  written that
would gel him in trauhle with
his superiors.

A few days later Miss Hien
was removed from the hospi-
tal, nlthough same of the
staff said that she waa in
serious need of physical
therapy. After Epending time
in twa prisons, she was re-
Irased in mid-June,

An American working fnr
A private welfare agency who
investigated her ase was
told by the pobice that ahe
had heen charged with “com-
munication with the Commu-
nists” She was said Lo have
introduced a girl to an older
woman who was suspected
0l assoriation with the Viet-
cong.

Mis. Hien denied involve.
ment. In her case, as in many
others, it was simply her
word against that of the pn-
lice. The police tnriured her,
she helieved, " rtly for tun
and partly to find out.”
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WOULD ¥E HﬁVE.HOUHDED gp 7 JEWS LIVING IN THE U,S, TO SEND TO HITLER IN 1943%

f ———

IN 2974 uho U.S, government has rounded up 7 Vietnamese students living in the
U,5. for poosible deportation to the Salgon Follce State
Sne the New York Times articles, Aug. 18

Deportation hearings for the seven students began in Los Angeles on August 15,
Thay were all rtudants in this country with AID acholarships which terminated in
1472. They have received their B.S. or B.A, degrees and have asked for political
aaylun in tho U.S, beceuse of the political repression and persecution which awelts
them if tley sre, in fact, doported to South Vietnam, Thelr visas have either

been terminated or not renswed as the U,5, government has stated that fthare is no
repression in South Vietnenm",

fhere is plunty of precedent for granting them political asylum, We have accepted
thousands of refugaees from meny countries where they cleimed to be escaping re-
pression—aitnass the many thousands of Cuban refugeas wo accepted with open arms.,
These Vietnamaze students happen to beliewe that peace could come to Vietnam il the
Paris Agreswsnis were implemsnted, That is no crime,..to atand behind the signatures
that Henry Kissinger and the Thieu regime affixed to the P rls Accords on behalf of
the United States and Seigon, That ig an example of lauuaGiding behavior——a type of
behavior that the U.S. Administration and the Congress has not seen fit to exhiblt,

THE GOVEMNMENT IS THE LAW BREAKER] These seven students (selected at random) are a
remindar %o our govermment of its duties and responsibilities under the Paris
Apraemanto,

Under Itmigretion Article 243H, the Attornay Genmeral of the United States may
withold deportation if a person faces persecution in his home country,

You, our resders, are fully aware of how political prisoners are treated in South
Vietnsm snd can imagina the porascution that these students would face 1f' they were
depcrted, PLEASE WORK DILIGENTLY TC SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE WITH THE SEVEN GOVERNMENTAL
OFFICIALS LISTED DELOWe :

Mr, Pamry Klssinger My, Willlam Saxbe Mr. Leonard F, Chapman

Sacretary of State Attorney Gensral Director, Immigration &
Washington, D,0. 20520 Constitution and 10th N.W, Naturalization Service
Washington, D,C. 20530 119 D, St. N.E.

Washington, D.C, 20536
Mr, Juseph Surek

District Director, Imm, Your Congressman Your 3enatdrs
and Hatur, Ssrvice House Office Bldg, Senate Office Building
300 N, Los Angalos B4, Weshington, D.C, 20515 Wasbington, D,GC. 20510

Los Angeles, Cal, 90012

o e e o et
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The students eras Hguyeh Huu An and V;lﬂgqc Gon gradustes of Northrup Institute of
technology; i Van Dao, Nguyen Hoang, and Nguyen DPang Yén Truc
with Engineering degrees from California State Universities, The
pgeviuus five ere all male, The two women studentst Cao Thl My=
Loc and Doan Thi Nam-Hem have degrees in Psychology and Journalism

raspectively.

DONATICMS FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE SEVEN STUDENTS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED, CHECKS CAN HE
MAKE TAYAELE 7O THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE AND EARMARKED FOR THE "VIETNAMESE 7
DEPENSE FUID®, Also, pleass send carbon copies of all lstters you write in their

bebalf to tha nhova governmertal officials to their Defensa Attorney, Mr. Frank
S, Peatanan, 0619 5. Bonnie Brae St,, Los Angeles, Cal, 90057.





