


THEFAYETTE SAGA

In July 1969, the people of Fayette, Mississippt, entered o neve era when Charles Evers was FIRTTILATR
rated as the firse black mayor of @ biracial town in the South, A the dme Fayete, with 1800 residents, was
onc of the nation’s poorest communities—and gotng downhill steadily.

The Evers administration brought a new spirit to the Fayette region—a spirit based upan recongli-
atton beeween the races. Fardher, it promised to use all of dhe powers of dthe ciyy government to better che
lot of the most humble and the most poor.

Ies major objectives Tor the Fayetwe region (comprising rouglily 10,000 citizens of Jefferson County,
about cighty percent of whom are black) were cconomic and social. Tt pledged to create a sound ccononnc
base and 1o dramatically upgrade the communioy’s social services and facilities, including healdh, day care,
family planning, sanitation, housing, and recreation. The new town administration was also committed to
mnproving the level and delivery of the munic il govetinent s ety oo end e neling dug st e
more responsive to the needs of ity citizens.

Underlying these objectives wits a compelling desire 1o demoostraie that o smadl tow ne—wich o
modest amount of outside private assistance-—could hreak wich vhe past by cidicadly altering the social and
ceonomic conditions of the vast nujority. Sccondarihy ot was hoped dhar acperseyerand and systumiatie ¢f forg

i

to vulize the multitude of federal programs wourdd prodace subsiantiad Tedera! granes o finance the long-
term development of the Fay eoe regioin,

Founded in Tare 1969, the Medgir Evers Fond made s fiost g 1o Fayetie o 19700 I des fiest five
vears, the Fund has expended almost S800,006 o0 programs o Movessippr for the most part in the Fayere
region. Of dhis sam, abinost S730,000 was aw arded cithior ws direcr gracis or o the form of technical SUp-
port. The bulk of the cash grane served as Faveree's Jocal slase tonands, matching federi] grant, ofen two
or three times greater than the tocal share, As ocesule of griaae made by e Food alone, Browecn <6 oand w7
million have been generited in federal and stare graci, Muore taie ST aitlon inaddicional grasis have been
obtained by the town direcdy. withont marching furds wn tres wih rechnival aid supplicd by dhe Fand

Program achievements since 1969 include:

1. Launching of the region's fiese public medical clime open o che poorof all races, Thas has grown
1o a two-county comprehensive medical and dental program wichh more than 90 doctors, nurses and other
Brediihs wonheo o o : : .

3000 a year widh deatal Gioe:

2o onstruction of Misstssippi's Tarpest wnd o compichensroe mulo [rEPOse oMY venier,
which houses the Hewd o, healih aod denad prosrans, as ol s aimodern kit aned dinting facfin
and offices for soctal servives and dvic groups:

3o Intttation of the regron’s firse chidd iy care coner

4 Orgamzation and stalime of an ecanomi desetoporeas Gifroe wihinch bas played s deasive role i
Attracang more than 506 new jobs, pubbic and privece. oedduding o fon s e her utomaoniy e paits plant and
the couney™s first modern shopping plasa:

5o A vareny of vocanonad and job trarining programs, e bading a Pobiio Servivoe Careers Drogran for
more tun seveniy local men and women, adf of whon were proveewsh unemploved and are now comple
ing their traming 1o become municipal stalfers:

6. Planning and construction of o mult-Gceted, 2 0acre reereation parkincluding w swimming
pool. wading pool, and modern and tadiconal plavgronads, wnder protessionad supeeyision-— the firs
public recrertion facility in Mississippi open wo all ditizens regardioss of race:

7 Training and equipping the Faycoe police deparoment, which bas beon rnsformed into ane of
the South's beat small-town Taw enforcement agengics,

Soonponsorship aad constaccon o che non s ira B o Clz DT ecd L foga ol S G
tor the aged and dhe poor, which will eradicate miost of the slar hoasing within the o i of
Fayette iself;

9. Financeng of an enginceriing surves which has developed a o plan o revamp and modernize
Fayette's water and sewige systems, Parr of o Plag was coplemented fo 197 with Fund geanes, but the
mitjor featores await approval of fodecal funding with dhe Tocat shane (o be nacdhed by the Medear Braers
Fand. (Unal recenthy federal fanding for thoese purposes Tad bocn Trozon.)

Coneretie changes have tdven place G0 Fiyerne sioce 1oas Phe chanyes e, Bosoever, cven miore

sweeping-they affect che artrcades aodd B feveis of dhe ihonea s ol prople whos wne! recentdy, had

i
i
been Tocked ina cradicional sise of tmmobility for contunies, Fhe vorboe ol il appeession hus een g
off by the people of Faveoror forcrcr, Aot i civisons - bl b aisd witite e the boster for it Sd wee

have only just hugun.



Greetings
from the
Men, Women and Children
of Fayette, Mississippi.
May the New Year bring us all

Peace, Justice and a Better Life

Medgar Evers Fund. Inc.
Hon. Charles Evers. President



