150 East 58th Street » New York, New York 10022

Medgar Evers Fund,Inc.. . .

March 17, 1975
Dear Friend:

The pre-school youngster whose photograph sppears on the znclesure is enrolled in
our local ilead Stari{ program. Before him is & nutritionally-balanced lunch pre-
tered at our new multi-purpose center. ILast Nevember he received his semi-annusl

medical checkup at our commmity health center.

Three or four years ago, just abcout the time this child was born, none of this
would have been possible.

Yet we are still not able to make him smile.

The reacon is not complext despite the enormeus strides we have made in the Fayette
region since 19569, a great deal has net yet changed. We had cut unemployment from
68 percent to 29 percent through an intensive campaign to generate jobs and indus-
try. But the cconomic decline has wiped out s good portion of thot goln., Tae major-
ity of our folks will go hungry this winter, Just ss they have in previcus years.

housing project in the months ahead, most of the 10,000 men, iidra:
surrounding Jefferson County will endure asnother cold winter in makeshift shacus
with tar paper windows, mud floors and cutdoor plumbing.

The plight of our senior citizens ig even more pressing. Had 1974 bLeen a "normel”
year, we would have been able to provide many of them with a professionally-staric.
and furnished scenior citizens day care facility. Instead, most of them have had
to survive another lonely, isolated year with no one %o care or even to ccok a hot
meal for them,

Yes, we have improved the lot of many poor black folks (and some whites too) in
this part of Mississippi. We even generated real hope for the first time in cen-
turies that the heritage of slavery and raclial oppression might once and for all
be eradicated.

But the . o:'s finsnecial crigis has kit us hard here in Jefferson County, threat-

aning mucsn of what we have worked so long to achieve. To glive you an idea of hnow
se Lo the marzin of survival our psople live, the average monthly welfare payment

" four is sbout $48--and thet s after s recent increase for inflaticn.

o

for a Jemily of
I #now how difficult it has besn for &1l Americans this past year, but the great
afority have never eXperienced the cndless cyele of grinding poverty which so many
our rural folk endure year after year. Until 19?&, the Fund and the Town or
Fayette wers succeeding in the mutual effort to breamir this cycle with enlightencd
and strategic programs. Much of that is nows in jeopardy unless sympathetic Amerlcans
like yoursslf dig down deep and make a opecial effort during this Srying period to
help our pocrest folk in thia part of Mississippi. Maybe--just maybe--we can make
that youngster smile,

il

Sincerely, (»f\
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CJ“ A kid. ' ‘Lm
Charles Evers/
President
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