
Medgar Ever. Fund, 

Dear Friend: 

Inc 150 East 58th Street· New York, New York 10022 
• (212) 758-7566 

March 17,1975 

';'he pre-school youngster whose photograph app"aro on the ,mclosure i.s enrolled in 
our local Head Start program. Before hlm is a nutritionally-balanced lunch pre­
pared at OUr new multi-purpose center. Last No"ember he received his serr.i-annua' 
medical checkup at our comm;llli ty health center. 

Three or four years ago, just about the time this child was born, none of this 
would have been possible. 

Yet we are still not able to make him smile. 

The reason is not complexi despite the enormous strides we have mad€;. in the Ja;,rette 
region since 1969, a great deal has not yet changed. We had cut unemplo;vm·;nt fro", 
68 percent to 29 percent through an intGYls.ive ea:npaign to generate ,jobs anG. indus­
try. But the economic decline bas \viped out a §,-'ood portion of th::j,t; F;'~.::..i!;,.. 'Llt: m~:~jc:l'­

ity of our folkS will go hungry this winter, just as they have in pr",':'cu2 ,)leal's. 

Except for the fortunate 80 families who 1."."i11 1")1": flioving into our n~~w lV;·~-~ilco-;;2 
housing project in the months ahead, mQ:Jt of -':;h8 lOJO()O mEm, ',701'!lcn a::.Jd ,~L~l{-!,r,-;.:-~ i: 
8urroundi!lg Jefferson County will endure another cold. winter in ~m:lk>:,:shift 8haCKS 
with tar paper windows, mud floors and outdoor plumbing. 

The plight of our senior citizens is even more pressing. Had 1974 uoon .5.. "noTl1;al ll 

year, we would have been able to provide man,)l of them with a professionally-strri',:", ~ 
and furnished senior citizens day care faeili ty. Instead, most of them have had 
to survive another lonely, isolated year with no one to ca.re or even to cook a ~:)t 

meal for them. 

Yes, we have Improved the lot of many poor black folks (and some whites too) in 
this part of },1iGsissippi. We even generated real hope for the first time in cen­
turies that the heritage of slavery and racial oppression might once and for all 
be eradicB,ted. 

But L".he r.:' .:. t;3 f2.nancial c~tiGis has hit us hard here in Jefferson County, threat-
211..i.llg rnU8!.l of what we have worked 80 10Ill.S to achieve. To give you an idea of hOYi 

310se tc tbe: T"argin of survival our p:.'()ple live, the average monthly welfare payment 
lc;r s. :-'u;;~, -l.;y' c,f' four is about $48--and tha.t :8 !..lfter a recent increase for inflation. 

r lmow how difficult it has been for ,,11 Americans this past year, but the great 
-..irl t? has') L:;vel' oxperienced the cnJ,le2s cyele of grinding poverty which so roany 

'0" our rural folk endure year after year. Until 1974, the Fund and the Town 01' 

Fayette v/ere f3ucceeding in the mutual effort to break this cycle with enlightens:::: 
and strategic programs. Much of that is no.v in .joopardy unless sympathetic Americans 
lilre ;yourself dig down deep and. make a 3peeial effort during this trying period to 
help our pOO.f8St folk in this part of Mis;:li,s31~)pi. Maybe--just may~e--\ve can make 
th!l.t youngst.er smile. 

Sincerely J ( J"""-
(bO, ;' ,,'WJAA l../'v ~' ,c., '-" '"""---0, 

Charles Evers; 
President 
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