
Meet the magazine that's won 
a dozen major jfRlrllaltsm awards 

in three years - and pick up some bright, 
bold ideas on Iww to live the Eighties 



Mother 
Jooesis a fascinating new magazine full of stories 

and ideas about life in contemporary 
America. Nearly one million diverse people read Mother Jones every 
month because they know they won't find what they read there in any other 
magazine. 

It's a magazine about politics, literature, psychology, art, music and laugh­
ter. It's full of tough investigative reporting, moving fiction, powerful personal 
profiles and the kind of analysis of what's wrong-and what's right-you 
won't find elsewhere. It's also full of incisive film reviews, the best of the latest 
books, what's new in music. 

In two years it's already won two National Magazine Awards- the Oscar of 
publishing- along with every other major journalism award made in 1978. 
The San Francisco Examiner has proclaimed it "The Best New Magazine 
of the Year:' The Washington Post says it's tb · gbt 
"slick and classically good looking?' The e rl 
Boston Glo?e has c~ed us a "ra~cal n:w IllaaaZI· De 
departure m magazmes:' If all this praISe e' 
makes you curious, look at articles like these fi . 
to find out why Mother Jones might just be or xou . 
.A: c .... e of corporute mul· The CeJI8-0-re-d-n-0fJ-n-es-bu-,.,,-.. -. -A-

practice. How a doctor and a drug reader's guide to the Doonesburys 
company made their millions while America's papers wouldn't print. 
women wearing their Dalkon Shield Myth of the Green Revolution. 
were dying. More food for some and worse nutrition 
Elvis the n .. rk. Elvis actuallv told for everyone. Corporate agribusiness 
Nixon he~d be an undercover

w 

drug uncover'ed. 
agent. Nixon said "you dress kind of Sexuul hurassment. How to fight 
wild." back against sexually aggressive bosses 
Pin,.. mudn....... Chances are good and keep your job. 
your Pinto will blow up in a rear end The rise .. nd full qf FM rod<. If 
collision - Ford knew it when they sold your radio doesn't sound like it used m, 
it to you. We got the documents and here's why- plus a guide for the adven-
forced history's largest auto recall. turesome on how to start VOUf own FM 
Seurching for Bill W .. lton. The station for less than $5000: No joke. 
basketball super-hero who's tired of TheBechteljik. The corporate veil is 
being drugged by team doctors and """MVTn.V"·Tbern.. ... 1. lifted on the most anonymous secret cor-iOJI."a.au.1'I\T. .u:uuI 
idolized by racist sportsfans. JI{o One Else Wdl Print paration in America. They've designed 
Computers. They're taking dictation, halfournukes. 
typing letters, filing and reminding you Bobies. 'Why so many young couples 
what to do tomorrow. VVhat}s next for aren't having them and some single 
secretaries? 
Bust your buss. How a secretary and 
her friends blew the whistle on one of 
America's ten biggest corporations. 

women are. 
Smull is smull, und beuutiful is 
be .. utiful. And the two still won't 
mix - a closer look at E.F. Schumacher. 



Born, bred and dead qf lead. If 
you smoke cigarettes and live in a hig 
city, you may be dying oflead pOisoning. 
Vucatioll8. A radical guide to summer 
travel. 
Iran. "''hat the CIA didn't tell the 
White House and Time didn~ tell you 
about the real revolution in Iran. 

Underground. Gunther Wallroff is 
not a bomber, sniper, kidnapper! or 
kneecapperj but he has terrorized 
Germanyls ruling elite- with investiga­
tive reporting. 
Ki88 ,vew York goodbye. Why 
Manhattan could end up looking like II 
burnt bot dog when they start docking 
LNG tankers to solve the energy crisis. 
UlIIonQ;ing I!COfOpiu. After years nf 
warfare! labor and environmentalists 
are finding common ground. 
The 8uperbowl blue8. Locker room 
talk you won't find in the sports pages, 
from some of football's best and 
brightest. 
Military', While Carter negotiates Salt 
II. The Joint Chiefs of Staff plan a "First 
Srrlke" attack that could end it for us all. 
BconomiaJ. There is omv one reada­
ble economic columnist i~ Amenca­
Richard Parker. A regular in MOTHER 
JONES. 
lVuke8. While everyone else was telling 
you lies about Three Mile Island! we 
were covering Carter~s secret meeting 
with Nuclear Industry heavies. 

lVarci88i8m. The advertising and 
therapy industries have jointly created a 
new personality type. Joe Klein tells you 
about it in his review of Christopher 
Laseh's latest blockbuster. 

Mal18. Community battles are raging 
across the country against the manic 
spread of shopping malls. And, believe it 
or not, communities are winning, 
Fl88ion /Fu8lan. How the govern· 
ment plans to use fusion to perpetuate 
fission, 

Apocal'YPse ,vow. How Coppola's 
failure illuminates America's failure to 
understand why we lost the Vietnam 
War. 
Dlagn08ing Marriage, «Should you 
marry?n Dr. Drummond sayS ifvou are a 

woman, ""No/' if you are a ~nan: ··Yes." If 
you are a man who cares about women's 
health, "marry another man,'! 
Marl< Lane. A profile ofthe left's lead­
ing hearse chaser, whose story raises 
some troubling questions for us ~ll. 
COn8lt!M'UfOpia. How a small Cali· 
fornia community has combined the 
latest in appropriate technology to create 
a true ecological town. 
DiplollllU..*f'. An on~the~scene account 
ofDeng Xiaoping's tour of America. 
RatllafiDn rauleUe, The latest site 
for a nuclear plant - an earthquake 
fault near a volcano, It's in the 
Philippines. 
Anti-pornograph}'. New York City 
women organize to "take back rhe 
night" from the peddlers of smut, porn 
and violence. 

Semi-tough. How we cornered 
America's toughest interviewer on a 
plane to Nf"W York nnd copped exclusive 
Q &> A \vith Mike Wallace. 

Tobacco. How you get hooked. What 
tobacco smoking does for your virility. 
And the age-old fight between the to­
bacco and furniture industries over who 
really causes all those house fires. 
Wimpy. Bill Wimpisinger leads the na­
lion's fifth largest union and says things 
that make George Meany choke on his 
cigar. 
Reporter8. An on-the·spot report on 
how the IRE broke Arizona wide 
open-including the Goldwater·Mafia 
connections. Plus a report on why the 
biggest papers in America dodged the 
real stan'. 

! The n;"" 8cience flction. Forget 
flash Gordon - and mavbe Robert 
Heinlein. The topics now ic{clude sex on 
the moon and cancer cells that ride 
motorcydes. 
Food. "Wh.,t this country needs is a 
stronger white rae' Savs it food additive 
technician whose toxi~ flavnrs ilnd col~ 
ors are killing rats in FDA lobs. 
God propo8es, the corp8 di8-
po8e8. What would you say if the Corp 
of Engineers wanted to make your to\VTI 
a reservoir? 
P8ychics. An intenbive 100k at what 
may be one of the most dangerous scams 
of the century_ 

Cen8or8hip. stills from a British doc­
umentary that Phillip Morris strong· 
armed off American 1:V. 
Deadly white powder. Not heroin. 
not cocaine. No, not even sugar. It's salt 
thatls causing America '8 epidemics of 
high blood pressure and strokes. 
Bomb. The death in Madison, Wiscon­
sin the FBI saw, h{~ard~ and won)t talk 
about. 



"The greatest JUmmaker alive 
today." That's what Truffaut calls 
Werner Herzog. Not ont' for fhlse mod­
esty, the director agrees and compares 
himself to Kafka and Beethoven. 

The flL"JI' South. Labor strife ai J.P. 
Stevens- has the South risen far fr0111 
Reconstruction '? 

Sfuds Terkd~ AmeJicn's best raCUl1w 

teur tells stories about himself! in a 
MOTHERJONES exclusive. 
Hunger .. \Ve confront 'Verner Erhard 
\'l/ith our awareness afms manifestation 
of '\.\'hat we're dear is a hig scam. Let 
tht."m eat est. 

What America needs to do ncn.. 
A collection of thoughts from Stewart 
Brand~ Linus Pauling. Lily Tomlin and 
others on whal to do to make things 
hener. 
MaBefl'splanforus ull. ¥oo didn't 
think the phone company \.vas on nul' 
side, did you? A chilling look at the giant 
of them aiL 

At war in thc Me.neanjungle. A 
Mother Jones reporter loses his 
guide - ,gunned down by landm-vner 
pistolero8 in southern Mexico, 
John Cassal'ctesl Hollywood's 
loner. 1be dirt:'c1orof A Ubman Under 
the Infillence and The Killing of a 
Chinese Bookie (ells! Hmong other 
things, " ... -fly he stole Pauline K..-'lel's ('oat. 
Gypsies and the jet age. How a 
"voman can travel alonc in the wilds of 
Morocco. thc hiBs of Grcece and the 
jungles ofNC\-v Guinctl- and come back 
intact. 

Mllita'1" The biggcS[ recall in history 
and the Pentagon's plans fur W,W.III. 

Meet America's meanest dirty 
.ricb'er. Rememher "vhen G-men 
werE DIll' fn ends? No more - the storv of 
the toughest FBI informer of them 'all, 
and what he did. 
The cuptain qfnitwit ridge. How a 
young architect met people who make 
their 0\-\-'11 houses,and art in the process, 
for less than the cost of a bad mobile 
home. 
Zen and the art qf sulling. A lei­
surely con\'ers..'ltion with Robert Pirsig, 
cult hero, philosopher and author of 
Zen and the Art of Motorcycle .Wainte­
nance, un a crnise down the New 
England e"',st. 
Sea solar PO"""" It sounds wacky, 
bur one man has already harnessed the 
two~safdy, 

Sqft porn and summer nights. A 
closer look at drive-ins, the only art form 
the automobile eyer spawned. 

LET THEM EAT§.! 

Mother's Healer. Staying healthy in 
an unhealthY '\-vorld. 
Frontlines. Thc ne'\\'S no one else sees 
as fit to print. but our ff?'aders tell us they 
love. 

',ooking Buckward. The histOJ:v they 
refused 10 teach us in school. 
Mother's Daughters. New perspec­
tives on the \VOlUen's movement. 

"Sit down and read. Educate 
you .... elffor the coming 
conjlids." 

- Marv Harris <'Mother)' Jones 
. (1830-1930) 

'(,"'ho was ,;\10 ther Jones?" 
we're often aaked. "Why did you 
name your magazine after 
her?" 

She looked like a sweet old 
lady ~'ou'd expect tojiruJ in her 
rocker, telling Bible storie .. to 
her grandchildren. But }\,fary 
Harrisjones had the nation's 
nlneteenth-century'robber 
barons squirming under their 
top hats. 

She started unions, ran 
strlkes,foughtjOr prison 
r<;form, helpedfound the lww, 
supported the Merican 
Revolution and spent weeks at a 
time Injall.But she never lost 
her ability to laugh at herself, 
never cCUBed being critical of 
the causes to which she was 
committed~ On one occasion, as 
her l00th birthday approached, 
she WUB introduced to a college 
audience as "a great 
humanltarinn. " 

«(No!" .I"'dother Jones roared. 
"I'm a hell raiser!" 

So who is Mother Janes? 
An inspiring memor)' of a great 
woman, and now a magazine to 
help keep alive her spirit. her 
humor and her dedication in 
the 1'ears to come. 

MOTHER JONES 
Pu blished by the 
Foundation for National Progress 
G25 Third Street 
San Francisco. California 94107 


