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Local groups in the t.IoYement for a New Saelety ha 
to provide oupport in the long and dlmcult w«I< of c 
_iety. . 

joined together to ohare Id_ and experlenceo and 
lIanglng the old and beginning to build a new 

Our comman attributes include developing a ohated ariolyols of the prMent IOOciety and a revolutionary 
vlolon of a better world, a commitment to creative action and a real I'8IpOI1Ilbllity to other gtoI.po In the 
netwotl< and to the netwotl< QI a whol... We believe !Jat the goalo of a mov_nt for radlcallOcial 
chonge must be Ino;orporated in the very way It " 0I'9'lnIac/, 10 MNS seeb to be otructurally nanvlol.~­
egalitorlan, democratic and d.centrallac/. 

Several different klndo of groups hove e"""'l!ll'f In the r.etwor!<. Small direct action collectl_ plan 
campoi"nI around opeciflc !au.... t.IoYement took collectlYeO perform portlculer, functlOlll In butldlng and 
malntolning an effective movement, ouch os nanviolent trat"lng, analyok and ...-n::h, communications, 
and outreach. Alternative Inltltutl""" are experimenllin cooperative production, consumption arid 
Ie<Vlces. Life eenten, are large, communitl •• w ..... primary purpc>oe i. to train and oupport effective 
movement worken. The training includ .. Involvement In wexbhops, portlclpotlon In direct action, end 
exp.rlence In community living. Other group forml hltegrate two Q!" more dimenslOlll of the MNS approach. 

<AlebroIlOf1l""-ti",. of oha,lng lOY' and sad_, .nuoIlc, .. piratlons and I....,,,, 
leamed, food, danclng--are very Important to MNS. i .They toke place In 
the network on local, reg lanai and national levell. i 

" 

MNS g....., portly out of the work of A Quak .... Action iGroup, In retpOnSe 

to a Itrangly felt need for a multl-dimensional appraa~ to _Ial change. 
The network of MNS now Includeo group! In New Yo , Maryland, ~Ia, 
Mlnneoota, !llino", Michigan, New Jeney, Pennoyl nla end committed 
people In many other plac... We Cllso have Ilnb to ups In othe, c:auntri .. 
ouch ... England, Japan, india, the Nethertando, and.France. 

LITERATURE 

New Society Packet, which Includeo popel1l on a lysis, villon, lIruggl., training, alternative 
iiiitlfUfloiii'Ciiiil"lIfe lItyl .. , the network ond CI Ibllagraphy. 50~ 

MavJZr Toward a New SocIety, Gowan, Lakey, Taylor, & Mayer. 
partfcfpanh analyze the ,Ickneu of y't _Iety and 

preoent radical wayo Gf building a new one. Paperback $3.50 

Strai!9Y for a lIvl, Revolution, Goorge Lakey. Paperback $7.00 
! 

On Organlzl, Macro-anolyslt Seml_, by the ;Phlladelphla Macra-analYOll Collective $1.00 
I , 

Dandelion, quarterly outreach neWsletter $2.51 
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NEW SOCIETY 
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ANALYSIS 

We recognize that wer i. but a si~le mani­
festation of the injustice pervasive thro""h­
out world society. To bring about real and 
lasting change, W'l must confront this in­
justice wherever It exish, suggesting by the 
very means we use and the alternatives we 
create, the beginnings of a new society. 

Slum hausing, rocial discrimination, sexism, 
war ••• the lis' of evils under attack by con­
cerned group, could fill thh page. But we 
belie(e that in the long run the piecemeol 
approach will prove to be inadequate. We 
urge activ ish ta see haw, for example, 
militarism and economic exploitation inter­
lack--and to work to change the benic condi­
tions un;erlying them. 

MNS emphasizes wide partiCipation In 
analysis, in order thai goals and strategies 
can be decided democratically. Through 
mocro-analysis semInars we are developing 
lhe tools to ."ake a "do-II-yourself" approach 
available to 0 range of activist groups_ 

At this point MNS sees several _lities 
which condition life even on the neighbor­
hoa; level: 

--Our environment i. being deSirajed, the 
earth Is being left increasingly stripped and 
polluted. 

-Corpc..-ate capitalism dO'ils not eliminate 
hunger even in the U. S., much less offer a 
solution to 'NOrld poverty. II exploih the 
earth as well CIS workers and requires a huge 
military esta':>lishment ta defend access to 
Ma~ nJaterials. 

--Military programs consume large portio"" 
of the earth's nesources--and lives--and pre­
vent creative solullons to conflict. 

-People are oppressed because of lheir .ex, 
race or oge by those mare powerful lhan 

themselves. And prejudice--plus desire 
fO!" private profil--Ieads to indignity, pover­
ty and war. 

VISION 

A visian is essential for social change. In 
the proc .... of developing an analysis of what 
is wrona, we begin ta perceive the outlines 
of what could be: madmum decentralization 
and democracy in both the political and 
economic sectorsi social ownership of pro.­
ducllve capital; no rich and no poor; guar­
anleed social services; and product ian based 
On humon need rather than on private profil. 

STRUGGLE 

We have a sense of where we are and where 
we want to go. Now It is necessary that we 
develop a plan of action. 

The fundamental changes we envision 
demand that i"'CIple mave toward taking 
control of their own lives. The movemenl 
.hauld be based on nonviolent ways of re­
solving canflict. Our strategy includes 
roising consciousness, building an egalitarian 
and viable struclure, developing alternative 
life-styles and inslilutions, and engoging in 
various forms of action, from symbolic demon­
strations to active, nonviolent reststance and 
confrontallon. The struggle needs to be woged 
on alllevel,--,,"nonal, lo~al, regional, 
national and transnational. 

TRAINING FOR 
NONVIOLENT SOCIAL CHANGE 

Troining for nowiolent social change Is 
based on a two-fold conviction: that the 
struggle aheod of us is a long and difficult 
ane, a,d that the lools we use In building 
a new _Iety become a port of lhal world. 

Training is a learning process, the gool of 
which i, creotive and fundamental change. 
It can have a number of emphases, to help 
groups prep~re for nonviolent direcl action 
projech; ta build a more sustained movement 
by Focllitatins vision, analysis, and strategy 
buildin;ai to explore responses to violence 
in our lives; to beeome more awore of the 
_y we interoct, and the way we relate to 
tho hiSlO!"lcal I""'c .... ; to help us learn mons 
about nonviolent theory and ,tru9glel and 
10 shore skills necessary for building a '\'lOve­
menl--ronging from democratic group pro­
cesses to streel speaking and running a 
mimeograph machln ... 

The resCllJrces for learni"., are found within 
o"....,lves and aur undentanding of the 
nonviolent sIT""gles of the past. For this 
reason, trainers do not serve a1 "informa ... 
lion-given" but rather as Focllitatan to 
help pro'llde an enviro~ment and a struc­
ture through which learning can accur. 

CHANGED LIVES AND 
CHANGED VALUES 

Allernatlve Instllutlons provide praCllcal 
experience in "Uvine the revo~ution now I'" 
Working in heollh ca .... , food 1 education, 
home repoir and Dther needs, fheie ~nler­
prises provide a living example of what we 
mean by the new sociely. Working co­
o""",tively, withaut a boss or employees, 
hel"" to put humon""",ni"., Inta work. 
The aim Is ta consume and pollute less 
while meeting p<lOple'. genuine economic 
needs. These institutions ,haw haw, e,en 
In the present system, we Can begin 10 
take our live.! into our own hands. 

Bertoli Breoht once lamented the revolu­
tionaries wha ,ought to build a caring world 
but could not themselves be kind. A com­
!!'l!!.Il!!:r Is an affectionate group whas-;­
members know each other well through 
st'09gling to<lether. Such a group can 
sustain us in risking lall or other represw 
aion CIS we confront the .tructure of 
entrenched power. Whether actually living 

under one roof or nat t people wha ..ark 
lOgether for social change can nourish in 
each other the rooh of a lOVing world. 

Changed life 17.'es: With the help of a 
caring communIty, we can grow In many 
ways. We can lase our feor of authority 
and speok out. We can give up the rigid 
mole/female roles Into Nhlch we have 
been socialized. We can dare ta treat 
those different from ounelves as valuable 
human beings. We can Consume J_ (but 
eniay It more). We can learn ta trust and 
cooporote with the graup roIher than seek 
our own advantage. We can .Ing, tauch, 
and play. 


