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Recently, a white man of unquestioned liberal views remarked in my presence that he 

"",s "tired of the race problem" and wished "that it would just go away." 

My initial reaction to this seemingly harsh remark was undiluted shock, followed 
by the observation that "every Negro American is tired of the race problem, since, after 
all, we have had to 1 i ve with it from the day we '/ere born." 

It is difficult for 'Ihite Americans to comprehend what it is like in America, even 
in 1971, to be black. From birth to grave, blacks encounter manifestations of racial 
prejudice in virtually every aspect of our lives. If it is now true that we can enjoy 
the rights of eating at most restaurants and lunch counters, of sitting Where we please 
on a bus or an airplane, or of USing a rest room in a service station, it is also true 
that most Negroes cannot even afford the price of a restaurant meal or a plane trip. 

As the :latest federal statistics show, more than half of all Negro families in 
1969 had a total earning capacity at or below the poverty level of $3,900. One major 
cause of this poverty is that, despite all the laws to the contrary, Negroes are still 
systematically denied entry into many occupations, especially the high-paying skilled 
trades. The most fla.gra.nt over3.l1 example of this illega.l and immoral bigotry is in the 
building trades industry, as I have discussed more fUlly in one of the enclosures. 
Despite many promises, despite even the genuine efforts by many labor leaders in the past 
few years, the proportion of black workers in the higher paid crafts is still negligible; 
by far the vast majority of Negroes employed in construction are in the low-paying, 
unskilled categories. Tnis year we are launching a maSSive, coordinated national attack 
on the lily-white building trades across the nation. 

Another major cause of Negro poverty is the lingering, but still pervasive, racial 
discrimination in the nation's school systems. Seventeen years after our famous landmark 
Supreme Court decision, the vast lnajority of black and white school children are still 
attending segregated schools. Southern die-hards continue to evade the law of the land. 
Despite its blatant illegality, they are diverting large amounts of public money, text­
books, fUrniture, etc. to "private academies" set up solely to perpetuate racial discri­
mination. The net result is that Negro youngsters continue to be short-changed in the 
quality and duration of their education. Then, when they enter the labor market, they 
are told that they lack the education or skills to qualify for decent jobs. 

One of the most glaring examples of evasion and collusion by the local white power 
structure to perpetuate segregated schooling came to light recently in lamar County, 
Georgia, where the U.S. Justice Department has joined us to bring suit to force compliance 
with the civil rights laws. Our field staff have been working in lamar (and scores of 
other Southern communities) to reverse the long-standing pattern of racist exclusion. 
Enclosed is a copy of the field report to me, listing the principal violations. 
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An equally disgraceful vestige of racism affects the treatment of Negroes within the 
armed forces. Since the First World War, the NAACP has led the fight for equality in our 
military serviCeS. More than 55 years later, we find that, despite progress, much dis­
crimination remains. I am not talking only about the high proportion of black soldiers 
in the front lines in Vietnam, or the number of black casualties in combat there. I am 
referring as well to patterns of discrimination in non-combat assignments in the United 
States and Europe. Recently, as one of the enclosures relates, an NAACP team surveyed the 
situation of black servicemen stationed in Germany as the result of numerous complaints 
to us. We found that some commanders were using questionable methods of confinement to 
prevent black soldiers from expressing their discontent. At times, more than half of the 
soldiers confined to the stockade 'Were black, four times their proportion--and almost 
one-third of these were confined without trial, then released rather than have charges 
pressed against them. As a result, we are pressing for a program of civilian lawyers to 
aid Negro G.I.'s. 

The point is this: if you.~ Negro men are being asked to serve their country and 
even to sacrifice their lives for America, the least America can do for them is to insure 
equal treatment while in uniform. Further, how can our countrymen expect these young 
men to risk injury or death in the name of freedom if they cannot share in all the rights 
of freedom at home? 

This, I thick, crystall1?,es America's most fundamental dile!!llllB.: 
to accept all of the restraints and responsibilities of a democratic 
asked to wait for their democratiC rights to be fulfilled. 

Negro~s are asked 
society but are still 

;;e 11 , the time for waiting is long past. We of the NAACP must continue and intens­
ify the task of forcing the pace of progress. In the months ahead, we are determined to 
break the strangle hold of racism in lily-white unions, in suburban housing practices, 
in foot-dragging school systems, in the double standards practiced by the armed forces-­
indeed, in every facet of our national life. 

To undertake what in effect constitu-ccE expanded programs during the current period 
of econanic decline involves a certain anouut of optimism. It is premised on our faith 
that most of our friends and supporters will renew and expand their previous support, 
that we will not experience the historic pattern of last to be helped, first to be 
dropped. OUr current level of programs funded by the tax-deductible Special Contribution 
Fund is slightly over $2 million annually. To achieve the objectives we have already 
outlined will involve a fifty percent increase in income; we hope you will consider this 
in making your 1971 contribution. 

The time has come, as our young might phrase it, to "pUt it all together." With 
our unique mass membership base and our vast structure of local branches, we have the 
maChinery to do just this. Money is the fuel for this maChinery to work. We hope you 
will respond now--as generously as possible--so that we may sustain our leadership in 
the civil rights struggle and further the ultimate goal of a truly democratic, integrated 
SOCiety. 

Sincerely, 

Roy Wilkins 


