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Roy Wilkins 

The n('\\ s from the Nf'gro employ· 
mf>nt front Is not good. Censufi data 
for Ih.. '60. showing Negro Am~rl· 
<an, 10 00 'lill poor are an expected 
ronsf'quenre of the adamant t'xcJuslon .. 
I"t poJie-ies of th~ construction unions, 
coupled with the ineffectiveness of 10v­
f'rnnlent enforcement. 

White Americans who pooh.pooh 
news of black unemployment are ig­
noring a time bomb that could threaten 
the whole of American life. The nation 
tends to think of unemployed blacks 
as an Item affecting only too curtained· 
off Negro minority. They forget all the 
other factors, the most pOWerful of 
which 1$ poverty I mposed by raelaJ 
prejudice In the midst of the richest 
soddy on earth. They Ignore the obvi­
ous Ingredient of American violence. 

The unemployment rate for black 
teenagers Is nlore than 211 per cent. 
wooreas for white teenagers It b about 
12 per cent. When one out of four (and 
In some locaHtks one out or three) 
X('gro tf'C'nagcl's is idle, mischirf and 
rl'ime al'c in the air. Some or thl~ was 
In the nlind!!; or gO\'f'J'nOlcnt oUicials 
\\hcn the Nixon Adrilinistration an· 
nounccd a year ago a program to put 
500 black plumoors to wOI'I< In the can­
SIl"llctjon industr:y. 

.. • • 
Today, a yoar lal .. , 110t a .lnl'le blat'k 

pillmoor has hl>cn put 10 work under 
the program. Not one. Xot ""en a token 
numoor. Not a talking point for apolo­
gists, for statisUcians and for politi· 
cians-not one. The local unions simply 
did not take in minority menloors a. 
their International union leaders agreed 
to do. Said one observer, "I give the 
national leaders oC the plumbers credit. 
But the loeals across the country abso­
lutely reCused to participate." A fIOV' 
ernment official said the real problem 
was racial discrimination. 

There it I. in plain language. The 

.. A PLAIN 'NO' 

constru,-'tion un}on~ mad~ U offi!'ial by 
Issuing a slat('nl£l'nt fl'Ont ~lian1J vaY-'· 
Ing to fight non·" hite quota,. The 
unions (leny that 1'8.<'ial discrimination 
exists. They claim Iheir apPr<!nticeship 
pros!'am in<lude5 Negr"" •. They t'eJed 
"quotas under any name." 

In reje<ling quota., the union. are 
sounding a popular note on which 
many Anlericans, Including some blacks, 
agree. But the unions fai! to note that 
the quota system to let some kind of 
black employment started was a la.t 
resort. Absolutely nothing In jobs for 
Negr"". was produced by voluntaey 
union acllon. Left to themselves, the 
unIons added a mere trickle of :O<e­
groe •. Now they will right the govern­
ment If It tries to make them change 
thetr policy. 

• • • 
Meanwhile, _rdln&, to the e<l!nsull, 

Negroes In bulk are reOlalnlng among 
the poor. More than half are b<>low 
the poverty figure of S3800 a year. 
The welfare rolls a .. swelling. Negroes 
who want work can get only menial, 
low· paid jobs. Their color shut. them 
out of journeyman plumbers' wOI'k at 
$5 to $10 an hour. They are but 1.9 
per cenl of tha 173,12\\ unIon electrical 
workers. They are only 0.8 per cent 
of the plumbers and steamflUeMl, but 
25.9 per cent of the bull41ng semce 
employe., 

A mIcroscope Is needed to find black 
faces among the elevator c~, 
Iron workers and sheet metal worker&. 
The wage contracla of these men call 
Cor as much as $500 a week, but their 
annual total Is subject to seasonal fiuc. 
tuations. 

It would be a tragedy of massive 
proportions If Negro Americans became 
convinced that the elite trade unloM 
were barrlng their path to the good Ufe 
armed with a rae!aJ crow bar. It would 
aJse be a tragedy tor l1li workers If 
Ihe welfare and tax burdellll becIme 
$0 heavy that the economy collapsed. 
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Black Legal Help 
For G.I.'s Is Urged 

By TIIOMAS A. JOHNSON 

Nathani.1 It Jones. the N.".".C.P. received from 
general counsel for the Na- ing of discrimination. Mr. 
tiona) Association for the Ad .. Jones said. plus news reo 
\"aneement of Colored People. pons at racial disorders in 
called yesterday for black Germany. With Inother 
civilian lawyers to be sent to N.A,A,C.P. lawyer. Melvin 
West Germany to defend Boldin. and Julius Williams, 
Negro soldiers racing military the organizationts director of 
trials there. military and veteran affain, 

This was a principal rec~ Mr. Jones toured baStS in and 
ommendation of I thI'!e- around Berlin. Frankfurt. 
member N ......... C.P. inve.t;. Stuttgart. Mannbelm, Munich. 
Iiting team. headed by Mr. Maim, Wiesbaclen. Karlsruhe 
Jon... thot completed a and Heidelberg. Mr. Jon .. 
three.week tour of United said they talked to more thlll 
States mmtary bl${>s in Ger~ 500 black enlisted men plus 
many this weekend. hundreds of whites. officers 

Another recommendation and dvilians. 
was that the military "Rt up • .",~ mood was very 
an Army 'Philadelphi, Plan" tense:" he said. when asked 
to recruit more black offi~ about the black soldiers. 
cera" and to give more blacks "and they are extreme1y 
"command instead of staff apprehenSive for fear that 
uSlgnments." The Philadel.. no one cares. But 1 also 
phia Plan is the name given found they were wliling to 
to a Government effort to work for change for the 
put more black workers into better within the system:' 
the building trades unions. Mr, Jones said he was 

At a news conference at optimistic "because of t~ 
the Park Sheraton Hotel. Mr. d~tMmination on the part 
Jon •• said that h. had found of the black G.I·s." 
that black soldiers olten had ..... n they need Is some 
little faith in white military help," he added. 
defense law,..,r •. He added: "I Th<> «·year·old black 
have talked to more than lawyer. who had served as 
JOO white lawyers in the the deputy gent'ral counsel 
Judge Advl>Cate General's of~ for the President's Com· 
fite' in Germany and they all m!SSlon on Civil Disorders 
shared a feeling of utter fru5~ In 1967 and 1968, said that 
tration in getting black eli- charges by the bllck '01· 
ents to confide in them, Of diers of double standards 
LIck of Protectloll Char&ed of military Justice had 

The result. Mr. Jones said. absorbed most of the lengthy 
was that the right. 01 many ".yeblll to eyeb.II" talk •. 
black defendants were not He said the practice of 
being fully protected. pretrial confinement. where 

He suggested also that the a soldier can be put into 
Government should help de~ the stockade for up to 30 
fray the cost of •• nding black day. before bein, formally 
civilian lawyers to Germany char~ed. was being used by 
because the mHitary "has the some "inexperiencedu and 
responsibility of providing "frightened" commanders to 
legal counsel" lQ whom a remove "so.-caUed black 
defendant can freely confide. milItants" from their units. 

The Investigation came as While black troops 
the result or letteTJ the amount to 13 per unt of 
black servicemen complain- the total Amenc.n military 

strength of more than 
300,000 In West Germany. 
50 to 55 per cent of the 
slockade population is 
Negro, Mr. Jones said. 

Most of the soldiers in the 
stockade were there on pre­
trial confinement. Mr. Jones 
said, and some 30 per cent 1 ..•... ~··.wC 
were released without being 
charged. He said thil went 
far to prove the black sol· 
dier's contention that pretrial 
confinement was being USfd 
by company commanders and 
sergeantl to get soldier .. 
activists out of their units. 

The laWyer, who took over 
OJ the n.tional civil rilht. 
organization', chief legal or~ 
ficer in October, J969, had 
lome praise for lome military 
attempts to solve racial prob" 
leml, He Singled out Brig. 
Gen. George S, PaUon Jr" 
son of the World Wlr II com· 
mander. for the general" or~ 
der that there was to be no 
pretri.' confinement in his 
command unless he person~ 
Illy approved of it. 

Mr, Jones said that he And 
his aides would immediately 
bPgin working on a full re'w 
port of his investigation that 
would ba mlde to the jp'Oup'. 
executive director) Roy Wi!. 
kin., Ind the national bolrd 
01 dl""cton. 

He .aid h. hoped the or· 
ganizatlon would then make 
recommendations for action 
to the White House. Congress 
and the Penta.@'cn. 

Mr. Wilkin., who Ittended 
the news conferente', said 
when it ended thlt the or· 
ganization had made .imUar 
investigation. of the military 
since World War I and that 
Thurgood Marshall. I former 
general coun"', bid made a 
similar trip to Korea durin~ 
the Korean war. Mr. Marshall 
is now a United State, Su· 
preme Court Justice. 


