
SPECIAL 
CONTRIBUTION 

FUND 

SUPPORTING NAACP'S PROGRAMS IN: 
VOTER EDUCATION. LEGAL AND COMMUNITY 

ACTION. EDUCATION. EMPLOYMENT. HOUSING. 
YOUTH WORK AND PUBLIC INFORMATION 

1790 BROADWAY • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10019 • ·2100 

February 1, 1912 

Dear Friend: 

The continuing ~r against inequality and oppression is being waged by the NAACP on 
two fronts. Most concerned Pmericans know of our historic struggles to transform national 
policies and institutions through the courts, the Congress and the Executive branches of 
gover=ent. In the past half-centruy most of the land!na.rks of racial progress have resulted 
fron: NAl.CP leadership and bard work. 

In contrast, few ;",ericans are familiar with our grass roots efforts to aid black Amer­
icans in their individual and community struggles for a fair share of the American promise. 
For decades, for example, the NAACP has led the assault on behalf of the Negro franchise. 
After winning the battle to eliminate the poll tax and fraudulent "literacy" tests, we 
organized the largest continual voter registration and education campaign in the nation. 
By far, the lion's share of Negro registration has been achieved by the NAACP. 

The rise of Negro migration from rural to urban areas in recent years has given impetus 
to our present focus. With 10 million Negroes now living in the urban ghettoes, largely out­
side the South, the NAACP has shaped and implemented a series of programs to confront the 
problems of black ghetto dwellers. The enclosure summarizes many of these programs dealing 
with the "gut" problems--unemployment, lack of skills, crime, hunger, inferior education, 
slum housing. It doesn't take a social scientist to perceive how they are all interrelated 
and how racial discrin:ination plays a strong role in p~oducing each of them. 

New goverpJment policies, both federal and local, have sought reduced expenditures large­
ly at the expense of the poor, particularly the black poor, and the recession has curtailed 
private funding for other programs of Negro advancements. It is clear that the NAACP Will 
have to carry an even greater burden at the local level. We shall continue our national 
struggle against those racist institutions and policies which deny Negroes their rights as 
first class citizens. At the same time, we hope to expand our efforts locally to give 
Negroes in the urban ghetto the chance to earn a decent living, obtain a quality education, 
and live in a safe, clean environment. 

Our record of 63 years is proof both of our intent and of 
we need your help now in the form of a generous contribution. 
you can. You can be assured that we shall translate your gift 
rhetoriC, because while others talk, we do. 

our Capacity to deliver. But 
Please give today--as much as 
into concrete deeds, not empty 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE- r<,vie Kap:an. CMJ/ftrl<lf1, Board 0: Trustees; 9ishop Stephen G Spottswood, VICe-Chairman; AWed Baker Lew,s, Treasurer,' 
!ioy wn.: rEl, SecroNJfY.· Mrs Ba,es, Dr Ra ph J Bunche, Dr. lecnard :... Burns, Dr. W, Montague Cobb, D'. Joh ... IR. Colema"', Han. Hubert 
T Delany, Ea'i B Dickerson. ,Dr, George D F!e~mlngs. Dr 8U211 Gailagher Rev, Theodore Gibson,. Mon. Samue, C. Jackson, ~q,. Hon,. 
Joseph G Ken"edy Randa" C, Morsal', Sf., JaCi\le RobinSOf1, Rarro,~ SCt(;ggs. DaVId F S.qwfe, .... o:.art Taylor, ~L, Esq., Jesse Turner, v. Darr,?w 
~Jlly, Tr"stcos. Hon' Howard L. AliBI, Jr.. Han. John Conyers, Jr Alberl P De:aCor1e, Malvm R Goode, M,'s C:a~ld L Guyt)~. Harold ~. Hochscn"d, 
r.lrs Herberl Lehman, Onn Lehman, FOWler tJcGO(rrl'c':, E Fredenc Morrow, Slerey POlller, Hon Carl T. Rowan, WilliaM rt SchiHde, Hen. 'Jarl e, Stokes. 
STAFF: Dr John.A. MOrsel!, Assistani Secretary. 

THE SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION FUND IS THE ~~!;f TAX~OEOUCTIBlE CHANHEL FOR AIDING THE WORK OF THE NAACP, 
A NATION-WIDE MI;~~~RSf!!~ ORGANIZATION WITH 1731 BRANCHES THROUGHOUT All SO STATES. 
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Dealing with the Gut Pn 
re1ev 

According to the 1970 census, nearly half of 
the nation's blacks are now living in 50 urban 
areas, One third of them in 15 big cities. Con­
versely, the proportion of Negroes in the South 
has declined to 52 percent of the total Negro 
population. 

The exodus of Negroes from rural Southern 
locales to the major American cities, including 
such Southern metropolitan areas as Atlanta, 
Houswn, Dallas, New Orleans, and Memphis, 
has long been recognized by the NAACP. Dur­
ing the 1960's the Association began to devote 
ever-increasing amounts of its resources to the 
solution of Negro problems in the major cities. 
By the end of the '6Os, roughly half of the 
Association's personnel and funds were being 
expended in the big cities, largely outside tbe 
South. 

The term most in vogue these days for such 
an allocation of resources is U relevance:· Rele~ 
vance has been our middle name for 63 years, 
but we have always preferred to do rather than 
to posture or talk. In tbe past few years. the 
Association has establisbed a sizable----and rap­
idly-growing-nerwork of local services and 
programs in the inner dties designed to serve 
the vast numbers of Negroes who reside there. 
These programs have all been initiated by our 
local branches to meet cri tical needs as per­
ceived by the community itself. Skilled rech­
nicians and organizers from the Association's 
national office have provided the know-how 
and skill to pull the programs together, lind 
sources of funding, and demonstrate methods 
of effective operation. Where no adequate re­
SOurce or agency or program existed, the Asso-­
dation's program staff created one. Where 
other agencies or organizations had rhe re­
sources, the Association provided the crucial 
link berween tbe black community and the 
agency itself. 

DO\VN TO GRASS ROOTS: THE NAACP'S CO 



,blems: 
anee is our middle name 

Following is a selected list of some of tbe 
NAACP's local programs helping tbe black 
communities auoss the nation to cast 011 the 
shackles of racial discrimination and to achieve 
our full share of the eights and benefits of 
America. They cover the gamut from day care 
centers to feeding programs for children to 
locally-sponsored low and middle income hous­
ing to a broad spectrum of job recruitment 
and training programs. They deal with the gut 
problems - unemployment, drug addiction, 
hunger. illiteracy, slum dwellings, crime-in 
short. with the complex and almost overwhelm­
ing problems of the burgeoning inner cities as 
compounded by our traditional attitudes of 
racial discrimination. 

Extensive as these local effortS have become 
over the past three years, they need to he dupli­
cated many times over if tbey ace to meet the 
desperate needs of SOme ten million black 
Americans struggling to survive in our decay~ 
ing ciries. Their needs have become more ur­
gent in the past three years as the policies of 
the federal government have shown themselves 
to be less concerned with or sensitive to the 
plight of our nation's 30 million poor. one 
third of them black. It is an undetS1atemen. 10 
observe that federal priorities have heen re­
versed at tbe expense of oue nation's urban 
poor, mostly Negro. 

The current recession has compounded oue 
difficulties since many sources of private fund­
lng bave also dwindled. Yet there are many 
opportunities 10 tap private local initiative, 
with sufficient expertise and professional hell' 
which tbe NAACP national program staff can 
provide. Our experience is that we can bring 
enormous returns on modest investments­
often ten or twenty times the amount put into 
a project. 

Here i. what we have done so far and how 
we have done it. 
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NAACP LOCAL COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
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THE NAACP: WHILE OTHERS TALK-WE DO 
The foregoing summary of our local projects 

to aid Negro Americans in the inner dties reveals 
a dimension of the NAACP tbat is less publicized 
nationally. Wbile the NAACP continues to lead 
the struggle acroSS the nation to transform Amer~ 
ica~s historic racial attitudes by changing our in· 
stirutions, we are working simultaneously on a 
myriad of local fronts-where the people are-to 
help Negroes obtain a full and fair share of the 
American promise. Both struggles are necessary 
and vital. 

All of the programs described within this folder 
are supported by the NAACP's tax deductible 
Special Contribution Fnnd. Even as this folder is 

being printed, several new projects are getting 
underway. Our Youth Councils are formulating 
a drive to counter drug addiction among ghetto 
youth. The same young black men and women 
are expanding a national campaign to register 
18.to.2o.year-olds to vote in the next election. The 
degree to which these and other programs de­
signed to help Negro Americans to help them­
selves will 5UCCf"ed is) to a large degree, dependent 
upon your support. With sufficient funds, we can 
make significant inroads against the bulwarks of 
racial discrimination. Please help the fight for 
full freedom by contributing tOday to the NAACP 
Special Contribution Fund. 

NAACP SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION FUND 

~
-.;::;,... 1790 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10019 
~ CDntributions to the NAACP Special Contribution Fund are tax-deductlble. 
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