


"THE WRONG SIDE OF THE TRACKS" 

Andrew Hawkins IS ,1 b!,)Ck carp£'ni(>r who built,) 
house for hi::' family H1 ;;haw, ,\1;<;;si.;"ippi--J Dehtl 
lawn of 1,500 blacb ,lnd '1,000 white,;,. The 
house races J [odd (If gr.1vel Jnd mud, full of ruts, 
\,vI\h deep puddk" which pef'iist ,)ftE'f.1 r':lIn 
un:il ~hf' :,un or:e:, then) up. At night deep d"rkm's\ 
cloo:,es I,": lhe ne",{'<.,t ,,1 r('et :Ight ;" .) OM€' bulb 
hJnglr'lg fmPl J poq hundred" of {('f·t from the 
HJwkins home. 

By contrJst. Ju:-r live block" ,1\VJY, 11'1(' hlg house<:-
for white folks along Porter's BJ.ym: ,He ,,('1 off hv 
broad I,'.\vm J~d :eafv 'ihade tree,. Storm sewer;; 
larry off The rdlll ClUickly. and Ire ,;.·('II-ptlved <;treet 
IS br:ghtly!it at nigh: \v;th lnerCl.ry~varor 't1mp~. 

The Southern charrn or Shav,' I::' ~he exclUSive 
preserve or thp \\"h!te~, and ('<ven ba~:c :own ;;C'rv ce~ 
are often ab<,('nt when: bl,Kk fotk, live. Twenty 
percent of the bldc" hOU5C" have no sanitary :'0Wcr.; 
at all; 60(:-;) Me on unp,wf'o 5tr('C'ts: fl3°/') have 

inf(~rlor v.',ller ImC's. f'.Ao~t ~treets in the black 
community have Ilttie or no s.tree! drJ.in<lge, and 
lhey arc almo~t '100% dirnly ItL 

Race diSCrimination? Mr. Hawkins thought w 
.)nd complained to the Legal Defense Fund. Yale 
Rabin, LDF's expert on planning, surveyed Shaw ,md 

fOll~d lha~ its tax do~IJr~ \>Vf'ff' indeed expended 
lurgely for it, '.dli:e citlLens. 

LDF attorneys sued and los: In the Federal District 
Court On ,lppe<:i, howeve~, ;he Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth CirCUit held that Shavv's "d",,­
{nm:ndlory WOVF,lon of mun:cip,ll .,ervices based 
on rJ{ {'" I~ unlawful 1 he town officials sougH 
and wer€' granted reheJring, .:md argL:tncnts we;e 
heMd by sixteen judge,; of the Fifth Crcuit 
.,illing ell bail! As of November 11,1971, no 
dc( 1.,lon h<h been <H1nounced. But this ca~e--whlCh 

the Nt'~V \'orf... TiEne;; <,ay" Can hNdld another 
-revolut'on by COllrt order" as significant as the 

')(hoo! dp"cgreg.1f1nn decl<;ion of 19S4-mav well 
go up the !int" to the Supreme Court. 

If Shaw:., (l:1ally ordered to deal out its public 
~ervlCes v,/!::hout regard to race, the orinclp!e on 
which Ihi., Cd'll' 1<; h.1'>ed (un hecome the law of the 
land everywhere. Thus. a new too! vvou;r! be 
forged to force up-gr2ding of )erviCE:-'. in cities and 
town .. across the L'1lted State'., ;elieving the stark 
rontr.ht beh'\-'een the rwS[ residential '1eighbor. 
houd~ and t~e ~Iu~l"', both black anc white, 

Below) THE D:rFERE~CE BETw[EN BLACK ANO WHITE. 
Brack homc.; On thp left: white on !he r;ghL 
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Lackawanna b a Bethlehem Steel tOwn on the 
.,hores of Lake Erie, adjacent to Buffafo 
Traditionally, the \vorkers lived anos'> fron~ the 
huge mills in Company-owned hOllses-'>cme 
q>clions of which ..... ere "white," and <;ome "biack." 

A" wdges wen! up, v..,hi1t' workers moved JW,;iY 
imm the immedlJ.te mill vicinity, Black worker", 
not welccme in Lacka\vanna\ residential areas .. 
couid not escape from the soct dnd smog of the 
Cornpany houses, VVard -1 beed.me d black ghetto, 
with the highe~t concentration of homes per 
Jue and the hlghesl number of re~ident5 per house 
in the Ci!y. Typically, d lo\V-income project wa<; 
built in \Nard 1 and named "Bright Homes." 

But black men rll1d their farnilie~ WtHlt homes of 
lheir own the :,ame ilS wnlic worker~. They formed 
Kennedy Park Home A5s0ci~)tion, .1 flon-profit 
hOUSII)R corporation, to purchase land .:\no build 
moderately pdced homes in Lackawanna, not 
restricted by r~Ke or color, 

WE'll ZlWdY fr01~l the '>moke of the mifls, in \-\lard 3 

a! CROSSI'\;C THl IlKIDeE. \V,)Hl 1 and thv "\eel planh 
11 adgl'n\ dr;' sru~ ofT from (h{' rpsl 0: I Jckawanna (~ee 
b,n !"gr{;\lnt!l 1 r " hndf;1t, I' the "n:y W,)) 10 {ro\.$ ""hal some 
of lhl' \;,,,,1< peoplp c"ll lilt-rf ,Pf,IOIl of Ir(' "Bed!"! ;'V.llt: 

b~ SPIRE ·\GA:"q ::1.,.',O~f, In !,xka~"dr;n", the churches 
pl,n'('d their r:,I(' lor J. h,lter hlp In II'v, worlo .1~ weil a~ 
11('[".-.I'er Ill(' Re\', Thorrd'-, p{oteq,in! n',nhfer rr VI/arc! -: 
hdped n'plnJ/t> !\c'nnf'dv P,lr~ iinme /1,"j\<-la(lOn, ,11Hi 
I\;e Cltholll ~)I(lr('5' ir~,.,If'd ,'fl ;!'Iltn/1 (,'wrn land 
tor thp;; horn!." 

d CO,.."WAI'.\ rOLJS['i f!ll') StH,,'1 ri) W,wll, Relh:r:npnl 
"Il'[': r"'lht'o In k"p!J liP hth;.,po d own~, 

d, t) ChlcDR[N PI:\Y'''l(; (Hao ,INl wh'h' b()y~ In Ward 1; 
\.\1,10' hoy\ In W,Hli .~. 

On the (oyer) !HRRHl ~, TllOMAS ynunj.j son of Ilw 
RE>\', !a.'nt''; ,\1 Tb,"1,h, piilmtltT i(g Kvrl(i(,dy Park HO'IH' 
A5~oudUon. w,ltchc, '.\('pi-ml:: ~mnke n,\' I'om basic 
V<.'i!o\t'f1 lUff1dCt'. rollt'ilo', I" px)n""H"V rlell'\c In \Vard 1, 

lhe C,thollc DIocese of Buffdlo owned a large 
tract or v~\cdnlldnd opposite J residential area with 
many "whlie" homes. The Diocese agreed to 
.:.ell the land to Kennedy P drk Home Association 
€Mly in '1968, <:md, on OC1ohcr 4, 1961l the Federal 
Housing A.dmlnis:r,I~;on j"'"ued a letter calling 
the '>ubd;\-:sion fea<;ible, 

The FHA'>:. appruv,ll called forth an armost ;mme~ 
dlate re,l(\lon from the City Council. Long 
accustomed 10 overlook what went on in \Nard 1, 
they ;uddenly faced the fact that black men and 
women Iliere had 'let up a "on-profit housing 
co~poratlon. "ecured the consent of Bishop Mc~ulty 
to sell them ihe [,)nd, prepared a plan for a 
hOUSing- subdivh;ion which dl'5placed no one, and 
<;ecurcd FHA's lerler of fea~ibility, Even more 
Incedlble, ~hi'i hou"ltlg would be located across 
the 'itrt:'('t from ::.ume of the newer hou<;es for 
whfie people in Lackawanna. 

Just three days after the FHA letter, outraged City 
Council members met and amended the zoning 
ordinances, the tlnd the Diocese had agreed to sell 
to the black" was fe-loned for paf"k .:md recrea~ 
tiona I uses exclusively, 

Attorney" for th{, Lt'gdl Dden<.,e Fund and for the 
Diocese of Bu(((ilo w{'n[ to Court on behalf of 
the Kennedy I\H~ I lome A..,,,O(.IJtlon 10 slOp the 
rE'70n1f~g Bishop ,\rkNu1ty decl.tred: "One of the 
nat!()f1\ ~rp<lte~t problem:. I':; how tc hcedk down 
Iht· w.lll vvhich in'pL:>or'" so many m our urban 
slum,> oetnre [hI'; u:jlhlicc rk.:;t roy" our "oclcty d'i 
we knmv it, A group of mdlvldud[S In l<lCkawdfina, 
through their own privetle enterprise, have 
made Mfll.ngp:nenh to ~u;!d M'l intewated "lIbdl~ 
vi~:nn oLtslde the ghetto and aUemph Me bemg 
madC' 10 i~u<'!'-jle thl" plan, The "~~lIe i<; whether 
ArM!' IL~;n (li1/('/1'> ,1t(' to hJV0 the right of 




