
Sisters and Brothers, 
come join, support and work with the 

NATIONAL BLACK INDEPENDENT POLITICAL PARTY 
(NBIPP) 

NBIPP History 
In November 1980 more than 2,000 

Black people of various political per­
suasions gathered in Philadelphia, Pa., 
for the founding convention of the 
NATIONAL BLACK INDEPENDENT 
POLITICAL PARTY (NBIPP). Just three 
months earlier in August 1980, dele· 
gates at a meeting of the National 
Black Political Assembly (NBPA) in 
New Orleans had overwhelmingly 
adopted a resolution calling for the im­
mediate creation of a Black political 
party, which launched the work leading 
towards the NBIPP founding conven­
tion. At the Philadelphia gathering, del­
egates agreed upon a tentative charter 
and established a National Party Orga­
nizing Committee (NPOC) and Charter 
Review Commission (CRC) to begin 
work on organizing the party and devel­
oping a more refined charter. On 
August 21-23,1981, just one year after 
the New Orleans NBPA meeting, more 
than 800 delegates and observers from 
27 stales attended the first National 
Party Congress in Chicago, illinOiS. At 
that Congress, the party's permanent 
charter was ratified, a national Plat­
form Program and organizational struc· 
ture was adopted, and the first national 
officers and leadership was elected. 

The creation of the NATIONAL 
BLACK INDEPENDENT POLITICAL 
PARTY is an idea whose time has 
finally come. For more than 150 years, 
people of African descent in the US 
have been building an independent 
Black political movement in one form 
or another. In recent years, beginning 
with the Black Power Conferences in 
the 1960's, there has been a mounting 
call for the creation of an independent 

Black political party. This idea was dis· 
cussed and debated at the historic 
Gary Black Political Convention in 
1972. However, the party was not to be 
born at that convention, but the Na­
tional Black Political Assembly was 
created to carry out the work of the 
convention. The NBPA, organizing and 
interacting with a broad range of Black 
organizations and political tendencies, 
nurtured the "Party Idea" until the 1980 
New Orleans Black Pol itical Con­
vention. 

Now that we have moved from dream 
to reality come join, support and work 
with NBIPP. For our future, for our chil· 
dren, for ourselves, help build the 
NATIONAL BLACK INDEPENDENT 
POLITICAL PARTY! 

What is the NBIPP? 
The NATIONAL BLACK INDEPEN· 

DENT POLITICAL PARTY aims to attain 
power to radically transform the pres­
ent soclo-economic order, that is, to 
achieve self-determl nation and social 
and pOlitical freedom for the masses of 
Black people. Therefore, our party ac· 
tively opposes racism, imperialism, 
sexual oppression and capitalist 
exploitation. 

NBIPP Is a National organization, in 
that we seek to organize Black people 
in every state and region In this 
country. 

Our party is Black in that we seek to 
organize people of African descent, 
first and foremost. 

it is Independent in that we draw our 
source of support, strength and direc­
tion from Black people in accordance 
with the belief in the value and dignity 
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of our history and culture and with con­
sideration and respect for all other 
peoples_ 

Our party is Political in tile sense 
that it reflects the multifaceted nature 
of the social, economic and political 
power which must be organized to chal­
lenge the many forms of oppression 
arrayed against the masses of Black 
people. 

Lastly NBIPP is a Party because we 
establish goals, identify our interests, 
problems and priorities, and develop 
strategies, tactics and formulate proj­
ects and programs to achieve and de­
fend our interests as a people_ 

As a political organization we strive 
to prioritize the needs of the people 
and unite them around a concrete pro­
gram. We will synthesize the aspira­
tions of our people and define political 
programs and develop an ideological 
framework for mass political action. 

Among other important reasons, we 
have formed our party in view of the 
fact that both major parties (the Demo­
cratic and Republican parties) have be­
trayed us, because their interests 
essentially conflict with ours. They 
have consistently used power and gov­
ernment to create policies for Black 
underdevelopment, political exploita­
tion and cultural destruction. Their pOli­
cies reveal contempt for the interests 
of Black people, and have existed 
solely for the maintenance of the exist­
ing political and socio-economic 
system. 

The NBIPP Platforml 
Program 

The NATIONAL BLACK INDEPENDENT 
POLITICAL PARTY (NBIPP) beheves that the 
present socio-economic system in the U.S, se. 
verely and adversely affects the lives of Black 
and poor poop Ie. The disproportionate and 
unequal distributIon of wealth and income in this 
society puts an unreasonable and excessive 
amount of power in the hands of an elite few. 
who through the giant multinational corpora· 
tions, dominate the economic and political life of 
the Un! ted States. 

The society in which we Ibe has systematically 
deprived the masses of our people of access to 
fundamental goods and services and has denied 
us political and social equality, as well as the 
right to self determination. The twin evils of 
racism and capital ism (gross economiC exploita­
tion for profit) combine to force Black people to 
eke oul a miserable, degrading, unproductive and 
second-class existence in the United States. 

We believe that putting an end to this situation 
is achlevabl.e, but will require a fundamental, 
qualitative and radical restructuring of the pres­
ent socio-economic order. Otherwise, it will be 
Impossible for Black people to attain self-deter­
minaHon, and complete economic, social and po­
litical freedom. 

THEREFORE WE CALL FOR: 
• A new social and economic order where the 

land, natural resources, industry and technology 
are publicly owned, planned and operated tor the 
economic and social benefit of Black, poor and 
working people-the majority of the population. 
We want a society that will guarantee an ade· 
quate standard of living for the health and well 
being of our people, including food, clothing, 
housing and medical care and all necessary sa­
cial services, and one that wil! recognize these 
as basic human rights, We want an end to a sys­
tem tha' attaches primary Importance to the ac· 
cumulation of private wealth and corporate 
profit We demand a just and equitable return for 
the fruits of our labor, We want a society that 
guarantees a hopefu! and meaningful future for 
our children and wjll settle for nothing less. 

WE FURTHER CALL FOR: 
• An end to racism. From the days we were 

transported and herded like caUle from our 
motherland across the Atlantic to be brought 
here as slaves, until the present, Black people 
have faced the daily, violent Insults and indignj~ 
ties associated with dehumanizing racist treat­
ment. We shall never forget the racism and mur~ 
derous cruelty which encouraged the Af rican 
slave trade for over tour centuries, emptying 
Africa of some 20 to 50 million of her tinest sons 
and daughters. Tens of millions of our people 
perished and dId not sUfvive the ghastly middle 
passage, resulting in the world's most horren· 
dous hOlOCaust and act or raCist genocide on 
record. The legacy of 1hat cruel experience, in­
cluding the genocidal practice of slavery in North 
America, IS the institutionalized phenomenon of 
racism In the United States, which pervades 
every aspect of Ihe lives of our people, We want 
a society where we will have control over our own 
destiny, and where we will n01 be subjected to 
the degrading and dehumanizing effects of 
racism. 



We believe that racism and racist practices in all 
forms should be outlawed and eliminated so that 
we can live with dignity and respect. 

Our party will focus ils energies on a develop· 
ment strategy which stresses and encourages 
the bullding·up of economic and cultural instltu· 
tions indigenous to the Black communIty, while 
at the same time demanding our community's full 
share of political representation and social and 
economic rights as a true measure of equality in 
the U.S. 

This two,sided strategy addresses, in a com· 
prehensive way, the reality of Black life in the 
U.S. In the economic sphere, it is designed to in­
crease the volume of capital that flows into our 
community nationwide-and also to increase the 
amount that is retained in the community, and 
not allowed to flow out. Tax monies and corpo­
rate profits are part of the national income, just 
as our wages and salaries. Therefore, we believe 
they must be continuously redirected into pro­
grams and services to better the lives of our 
people in our communities. 

TO ACHIEVE THE ABOVE, THE PARTY WILL: 
• Organize the masses of Black people to 

build and develop independent economic, politi­
cal, social, educational and cultural institutions 
that will serve as progressive models, which mir­
ror the type of society in which we want our 
people to live. 

• Organize the masses of Black people to 
struggle for basic economic and social reforms 
to bring relief to our people under the present 
system. 

• Organize the masses of Black people 10 
struggle for a new social and economic order 
free of economic expl9itation for profit and racist 
oppression. 

• Organize our people around the issues iden­
tified in our program to address our basic needs, 
as part of the process leading towards Black lib­
eration. 

The 20 point-Program of the NBIPP includes 
our stand on many of the critical issues affecting 
the lives of our people and the priority actions 
we will initiate and carry out, at both the national 
and local levels, to address the racial oppression 
and economic exploitation of our communities. 
Our actions will be guided by three basic mass­
based strategies. 

1. Community Organization and Mobilization 
around issues, such as the use of direct-action 
tactics, advocacy, training, propaganda, reo 
search, political education, consciousness rais­
ing and other actions. We will use this as a tool 
to develop our party, affect public policy, advo­
cate human rights, build institutions and partici­
pate in electoral politics. 

2. Institutional and Community Development, 
such as the designing and development of crea­
tive alternatives to deliver needed services (Le. 
food co-ops, housing co-ops, and credit unions) 
as well as institutions which maintain and per­
petuate Black culture and heritage as well as 
world view (i.e. the extended family, cultural cen­
ters, independent schools which promote libera­
tion, academics and others). 

3. Public Policy and Electoral Politics, such as 
lobbying legislative advocacy, preparing and 
issuing public policy statements and studies and 
running and supporting candidates for elected 
and appointed office. 

--.--.. ~-.--------

/~~~~~~~~~, 

Program 

One of the goals of our party is to 
fight to guarantee Black people their 
basic economic and political rights as 
recognized in the United Nation's 
covenants on human rights. Our Pro­
gram states that the right to a decent 
job and adequate income, free or low 
cost necessities such as education, 
health care, housing; the right to politi­
cal equality and voting rights; freedom 
to practice our cultural traditions and 
freedom from repression and racist ter­
ror and genocide-are basic human 
rights, We also affirm the special 
rights of women, children, the elderly 
and prisoners. We address the issues 
of economic development, affirmative 
action, energy, land ownership, elec­
toral politics, peace and disarmament, 
military conscription, international rela­
tions, solidarity with other oppressed 
peoples, and reparations for the past 
injustices inflicted against Black 
people. 

We call for specific short and long 
range solutions and advocate action 
strategies to achieve and realize our 
demands for a better life. Through our 
standing committees, special commis­
sions and agencies, and local chapters, 
we not only research and analyze 
issues and problems but organize na­
tional and local action campaigns at 
the neighborhood and grassroots level 
to achieve clearly defined objectives. 



The NBIPP Collective Leadership 

Administrative and Policy Committee 

• Nallonal Co-Chairs 
Elsa Brown 
123A Welk Place 
Ch.rlot1esvllle, Va. 22903 
(804) 971·4987 

Ron Daniels 
436 Alameda Avenue 
Youngstown, Ohio 44504 
(216) 672·2300 

• National Represantatives 
Barbara Arnwine 
1510 Scales St. 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27608 

Ben Chavis 
527 Rlverslde Dr. Apt. 6E 
New York, N.Y. 10027 

• National Presiding Office .... 
N.t'l Party Congress (NPC) 
Klkora Ras Tabasimu 
12306 Wilshire 
Detroit. Michigan 48214 

Central Committee (ee) 
Thad MathiS 
163 W. Wynev. St. 
Philadelphia, P •. 19144 

.. National Treasurer 
Zoharah Simmons 
3214 Haverford Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19104 

.. Regional Repreuntatlves 
North Ea.t 
Gail Austin 
1629 Laketon Rd. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15221 

• ___ • ____ ..... _____________ .. _________ s 

Join NBIPP Nowl 

Membership In the NATIONAL BLACK INDEPEN· 
DENT POLITICAL PARTY Is open 10 all people of 
African descent in the US regardless of economic 
or social condition who agree to accept the party's 
charter and programs, and participate ln the work 
of the party. Members must maintain good finan· 
clal standing through dues commitment. Dues is 
$2 per month or $24 per year. 

Please pri nt clearly 

Name ~~~ ... ___ ,_ ... __ ~~~.~~ __ .. 

Address _ ... ___ ~ ... _ .. __ _ 

City ______ _ 

Phone ( 
( 
)--~ .. -
) -~ ... ~--

... ___ ... ~_ evening 
... __ ~ __ . __ day 

C:Send me more information on NBIPP" 
o I am interested in organizing an NBIPP chapter 

In my area 
Clip and mail to: NATIONAL BLACK INDEPENDENT 

POLITICAL PARTY 
2728 t2thSI .. NE 
Washington, DC 20018 
12021635·7373 

---------------------_._-------_.---

Muntu Matslmela 
65 E. 99th 5t. Apt. SF 
New York, N.Y. 10029 

Atlantic Coast 
Mary Benns 
2623 W. Belvedere Ave. 
Baltimore, Md. 21215 

Damu Imara Smith 
1660 Lanier PI. N.W. #412 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Deep South 
Ronald Ivy 
560 La Clede Ave. 
MemphiS, Tennessee 38126 

Laurice Smith 
3202 Sharpe Ave. 
Memphis, Tenn. 38111 

Midwest 
M Hele Esubie 
7856 South shore Drive 
Unit F 
Chicago, Winois 60649 

Dean Lovelace 
1502 Tampa AVenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45408 

South Weat 
At present no representative 

Far West 
Geraldine Gregory 
522 "N" Street 
Bakerslleld, Calif. 93304 

Mel Mason 
1897 Napa Street 
Seasidej Calif. 93955 

NATIONAL BLACK INDEPENDENT 
POLITICAL PARTY 
2728 12th St., NE 
Washington, DC 20018 
(202) 635· 7373 

Local Information, contact: 


