#£CCLUTION ON GOVERNL=NT ORG.G/IZING
AGAIN.T wELFARE RECIrI«dTs Alip THADE UNIONISTS

Recent developments around the National Welfare kights
Organization (WWRO) are of urgent im ortance to all of organ-—
ized labor. Their outcome «ill deterwine whi ther or not we
wil defeat furtaer attacks upon wa.es, :orxin . conditions and
job security and be wble to recover ground already lost on those
issues unucr Phase Two,

The government--priacip:lly through the Lep rtment of
Hezlth, =Zducation and welfare (H.i) and the Federal Bureau
of Investication (FRI) is moving to reduce NWRO, the only
national unewnloyed organiration in the U3, into a police
apraratus for the administr tion of federul and st:te forced-
work prosrims for welliare recipientrs. Tharough the use of dis-
creet bribes and threats of police frameup, the governnent has
enlisted to this effort significam rections of the Wik0 nation-
al leadership.

"Jorkfare' come= into existence at a ti &  hen of:icizl
unenp.oyme it is as hish as 5.5% and expected to rise furtner
under present governmental policies of deflietion of the eco-
nony. The workfare programns themselves are being organized
by the governient in order to nro ide, suvotes, suiicipslities,
and capltalisl managesneat:s +ith cheap 1o .0or with which to
replace unioni ed workers and in order to force desnerate wel-
fare recipients into scabbin, on thc strikes o. organi. ed labor.
A centr..l aspect of HiWw=F3l cctivity is to efiect the purge
from WY .G of those milit nts ~-~ such as L0 founder Jen«ette
ra-hington--who refuse to be borug t oft and w. o are fighting
thc incipient forced--caboing, aspar tus and orgunizing welfare
recinients to unite +ith unioni-sts in strike suprort and fer
a minimum incoame for all,

Unionized municipal workers in New York City's Department
of Yarks have sewn their Jjobs vanish "by attrition" as union
e 1bers are revtlaced oy *eli.re reci dcats forced to werk at
les- than hslf union :ges, In an IUE strice last yeur against
the Jiffy Manuf.cturing Co. in Camdén, N.J., welf:re recipients
were forced to scab nd the strike went down to defeest oy the
lzck 0. unity bet een the ntrikers and the locval unenpioyed.

liowvever at one oint in the strike, the efforts of I[I4RO
leader Barbara Brown in sup ortin  the strike tem:zocrarily
halted t.= scabbing and delat the goverumeot's scab-herding
a severe blow. Cther loca! welfare or_ani-ers acroess the
country have rimnil rly op_osed —orkfare and sup orted strihes.



My

The attempts of t.c joveinicnt to put an end to such
pro-wor<ing—-class activity wit in JRO has taken various forms,
involving, in some cascs, not oaly HETJ an. the FBI but also
three oth r governnent agencies, Voluntecrs I, Service to
America (VISTA), the Ofiice of rAconomic Opportunity (OEOQ)
and the US Depcrtment of Labor. Here are t-u exzmiles of
what has ha_pened.

1) after Barvara bBrovm refused to ¢ oper te vith the
forced-riork "Demonvtratioa ‘elfare rroject" (D4P) brou ht
into existonce under the Tolmadge ameaduent, N 'R0 national
leavers cooner. ting vith the government et up a rival local
or_anikration to Brovn's and im-ecdiately began administrution
of the DWP through it. drown was subseruestly forced from
her position as acting st te chairwoman of New Jersey WRO.

2) Virginia WrO is the pilot project ror a Niron-Hu+
acheve te replace 1.0 with bousht and paid for "Client Invole-
ment Com - ittees (CIC) which will work under stete welfare
dep. rtvrents, The F3I hug intervened in Virginia 'fO0 to intimi-
date 0 activists fro. joiniaz 1th the Mational Caucus of
Labor Con ittees (¥ _.LC) in strike sup ort. Despite this sev-
arz]l WRO members recently orraoni ed with the NCLC support for
a local municinal workers strike, Such CLC '"reorganization,”
sl ted by #d. to 1i uidat. the entire .a t Coust RO, has the
iupliclt endor e:ent of geveral WWHC national leaders.

We of organired labor have also faced severe attacks
under rhase Two, as e.enp'ified by the brutal speesdup and lay-
ofi's of the General @ otors As:embl: Uivision, All indicaticns
Joint to an eve. uore vicious Phase Three, involviig "joint
labcr-malagenent nroductivity comiitvee~" in large industries
and outricht dest:iu tion o1 public e toyes unions, Juch
"productivity " com. ituiees will be the lawor version of celf-
policing participation which fTaces "0 activicts in the form
of CIC-type projectr in Virginia and else here,

The -ne-:tion before us today is wietoer ve are going to
5it on our hands nil. the ~overnmest coaverts tae only nat-
ional unen lo,ed orsani~ation inte a scab-herding macinine, or
wheth.r e 1il! co7e to th: defense o1 tiose pro-woriing class
NWRO militants vho are under attack Irom the ¢overnment for
taeir 3 -n*+ grainst se ko



their fight against scabfare.

BE IT RESCLVEL, therefore, that we are in solidarity
with the pro-working-class militants of' ARG in fighting

the wsrkfare pr¢grams. We denounce the efforts of whe

Nixoen administration te take over VWRC ard purge these
militanta. We ¢all upon all cother unionists to. come to thelr
aid firancielly, with publicity, and by passing this reso-
lution themnelves.

Orie Chambers, Organizer, New Jersey State Feder-
of Teachers

Executive Committee, Jebs, Oprortunities, and Bet-
terment caucus in UAW Lecel 647, Cincinnati

Stuart Hargraves, Zone Committeeman, USW Local
<613, Baltimore

Haines Brown, President, AFT Local 2316, Hartford
Joe Smith, United Rubber Workers, Passaic, WN.wo
Jerry Mensnace, President of the Baltimore Local

of Amalgan-~ted Meatcutters has endorsed the cam-
raign with his own statement
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