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Lest anyone had forgotten or dismlissed Nixon's pre-election
promises to end the "era of permlssiveness" and return the na-
tlon to the forgotten glories of "every man for himself", all
levels of government, taking up the Kixon banner, have moved to
qulckly remind us,

PHASE III "NEGOTIATIONS"

The murder of two black students in Baton Rouge, La. was
the most brutal signal that Phagse III had hit the U.S., -- that
the atmosphere of negofiations, move approprlate before the
electlons, had now been replaced by the polnt of the gun.

Less dramatlc, but even more indicative of things INME-
DIATELY on the agenda for the labor movement is the slashing
of 240,000 welfare victims from their only means of support in
N,Y. clty and at the same time an increasing campalgn of speed-
up and layoffs for both municipal and industrial workers through-
out the country.

Phase III can be best summed up in the terms in which
the capltalist class intends to deal with lts working class op-
ponents -- the less powexful and more lsolated segmments will
get the Baton Rouge / Welfare treatment while the more produc-
tively necessary segments of employed workers will be glven the
chance to "bargaln" for "participation” in thelr own decimation.
Just as the ecology lssue is used as a humanltarian cover for
capltal¥st wage gouging and "zero growth" of real productive
investment in areas which cuuld raise working class llving con-
ditions; the humanitarian cover of "worker participation” and
"productivity bargaining” will be thrust forth to cover the on-
slaught of masslve speed-up 'productivity" drives.

SOCIALISM or FASCISH

On August 15, at the onset of Phase I, the Natlional Caucus
of Labor Committees posed the guestlion which will be answered
within this decade, as that of gocialism or fasclsm.

Unless the attacks of Phase III are met by a mass move-
ment uniting employed and unemployed workers with their welfare,
student, and GI alllies around a common program of expanded pro=-
duction at capltalist expense; and thus actually become an or-
ganization expressing the interests of the wor¥ing class-as-a-
whole capable of becoming the government -- then the alternatlve
course of history is the smashing of all worklng class organiza-
tion by a capitalist funded fasclist movement and its program of
"zero growth" and "local control" of the poverty of capltallst

depression,
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