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PERSPECTIVES 

INSIGHTS 

One of the documents presented in this 
issue deals with "The End Of The Alliance 
For Progress" giving an historical background 
of the different stages in the relations 
between the United States and Latin America. 

The formal declaration of the liquidation 
of the Alliance For ~rogress carne at the 
meeting of the OAS i:1 Atlanta, Georgia 
(April 19 to ~1ay 1) after approximately 13 
years of existence of this organization. The 
announcement was no surprise, since it had 
been expected and the obsolescence of the 
Alliance For Progress was recognized by Latin 
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American Heads of State, Foreign Relations 
Ministers and Ambassadors to the OAS. 

The Alliance for Progress was originally 
latln,I""cl by United States Pr('sident John F. 
Kenn(- \lS a l-esponse t- t1H.: refolutionsry 
-tli r€ :) f Cuba dud t-o ;.! eve th;'j L dt::'">ve lopmell L 
\.Jus ,:);.isiDle nndc.",= the i-rt .. dit.l<JDu] balance ...:f 
f().i~, ~r tLc ::;~,i'-c"nt~rE::nt. J\fter the deiSd-l,. 
of ,1:'. ,t'le Allj,anee lest much of its 
Foe 1; a:-pf.!itl at d cljqinal force . 

.• Slde:3 thc;o problems, lhe Alliance 
~,H~Ci .. l:lL -, . ..: .... :1£' and j,;t_n~e un!:>Gt_uJcl1 in Latin All1":-'ic~, 

f·~r 'll(' foll "" inc; reasons. III tLollgh the 
All " ,mce was presented c;s an ef fort for the 
uev( .1(,prtH.:nt of {,.':itin i:..rncricac countries, tte 
Uni,ed States obtained huge profits from it 
(ap,!:oxirr.at(;ly 5 dollars out of each one 
inv. 'oted). Ecuador I s denunciat,ion of this fact 
was ;j rst made in 1967 and '~as seen as an 
her tical statement. Little by little it 
becdme common knowledge. 

Another factor for the unpopularity of 
the Alliance was that although it always tried 
to appear as ~n institution for the benefit 
of:he poor m, 'ses, a great amount of its 
mon~y was des', 'led to the "updating" of police 
and military e'uipment and personnel. In this 
way f it was used to reinforce the repressive 
caFdcity of governments in the region. 

Finally, another principal concern of the 
A11 :ance fell with United States President 
Jot",son's dictum that one dollar applied to 
pOf,.lation control was more valuable than 
nil'! dollars invested for industrial development. 
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The United States has repeatedly 
announced a "new era" in its relations with 
Latin America. However, since one of the 
vaguest points in the stated policies of the 
present Administration is that referring to 
this region, it is not possible to see ~Ihat 
elements of novelty will be introduced. or~men 
they will be put into effect. 
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LATIN AMERlell 

1-J1'-. Y 
9 Nlcolae ~ruck. executive of the Inter­

j,<eriC2tl ';bveIoprrent Bank st2ted that the 
1 ok of j~terllal financing funds in the 
c",llntriE;; of Latin America has increased the 
0, ')t 2.nd the dependence on the outside. In 
s'Jme cases the outside financing amounts to 
4~i of the official investment. He issued 
tese state-Gents during the IV Inter-AMerican 
S· minar on ~udgeting In Mexico City. 

13 T i" Inter-he rican Development Bank informed 
t.'at thE put c debt of Latin America surpassed 
2"9 billion .lliars. One hundn,d tv]enty five 
L:llion dollars alone were paid in interest 
.i 1972. 
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ARGENTINA 

AN ARGENTINIAN DELEGATION IN SOCIALIST EUROPE 

(BACKGROUND) 

On Hay 4, an )\_rgentinian delegation left BuenL's 
Aires ir crdcl to visit the Scviet Union and the 
countries of Eastern Europe. The delegation is 
headed by the ~!inister of Econor"y, Jose G"lbard. 
It is integrated by representatives of the 
Executive pm-Ier, of Parliament, of the Armed 
Forces, the General Workers Confederaticn (CCT) 
and the Economic Confederation. T;,e objecti ve 
of the trip is to concretize diffelcnt agrecIBrts 
of an economic character. Before leaving, Jose 
Gelbard declared in an eXClusive intervie~ for 
the Mexican newspaper, "Excelsior," that the 
agreements si~led uith the countries of the 
Socialist Bloc "are the strongest proof that 
Europe and the Third World will be our most 
important partners in the effort we are making 
to achieve the economic expansion of this country 
and its industrialization." 

~~y The Argentinian Minister of Economy sjgned iJ 

Soviet-Argentinian protocol for the creation 
of a joint cooperative commission behlcen 
the tl-W countries, in commerce, economy. 
science and technology. The Soviet Union 
granted Argentina a credit of 600 million 
dollars for buying equipment for thermic and 
hydroelectriC plants. Argentina viiI sell 
100 thousand tons of meat and 100 thousend 
tons of rice per year to the Soviet Union. 

9 Today in Warsaw, the Vice President of the 
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State Co~ncil of Poland and the Argentinian 
Minister of Economy signed five agreements 
fer econ clmic and financial assistance. 'rh""'0 
agreements will increase the exchange be.tw~"·"n 
the hie cocntrjns by 200 million dollars 
yearly. 

10 The Dm! Jores Stock Exchange of Wall street, 
~,ew York, cOInlnented today that the economic 
agreements betweec, Argentina and the Soviet 
Union worry the officials of the United States, 
especiaJly the eleclricty project w3th J<ussia, 
'."hich eould reach the sum of 500 million 
dollars. This could be an example for oth",~' 

countries of Lat;.l1 America. Apparently, 
~uscia wishes to prove that it can do something 
better than what it did in Cuba. 

12 The Argentinian delegation signed four 
documents in Czechoslovakia related to matters 
of trade and scientitlc and technological 
cooperation. 

13 The Argentinian Minister of Economy was 
greeted by the Secretary General of the 
Communist Party in Budapest, Hungary. Several 
trade agreements were signed by the two 
countries. 

OTHER NEWS 

2 During his .peech at the labor day parade 
(May 1), President Juan Per6n criticized the 
Peronist Left as immature and stupid. The 
2eronist Youth and the "Montoneros" defied 
che instructions of the government (which 
5tated that all persons march only with the 
'1ational flag) and took their own "standards" 
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to the celebration. After the remarks of 
Peron and after their own vercal attacks 
against Feron's government fcr sidi~g with 
the Right, the youths were per-secuted by 
groups armed ;,ith bamboo sticks and finally 
they abandoned the parade. (See Special 
In fermation Service Section fc,r detai Is about 
the r1ay 1 celebration). 

During its own celebration, the Communist 
Party approved Per6n's foreign policy apd 
indicated the danger of a military coup 
inspirec. by the Right. 

3 A cOIrmentary of the news agency the Associated 
Press stated the follovling: "The attacl:s of 
Peron on the Peronist Left during the May 
1 celebration Irake the political future of 
the country uncertain. NOvl he will have to 
increasingly rely on the rightist Peronists. 

4 At an interview in Ne\V York, the Argentinian 
~linister of Economy revealed that foreigl' 
investment in Argentina \ViII reach a larger 
sum than that of all previous years. 

12 A large group of people shot Father Carlos 
Mujica to death as he was leaving the church 
of San Francisco in Buenos Aires. Ee was 
the leader of the movement "Pries1s for the 
Third \~orld." He had criticized Per6n' s 
May 1 speech and it seems tha.t he was killed 
by rightist groups. The movement "Priests 
for the Third "lorld" is cOll'mitted to serve 
the poorest people in Argentina, in their 
struggle for liberation. 

14 The Assistant Director of the Vatican City 
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neWS1Japer, t'L'Osservatore Romano,I1 Virgi12l~ 
Lsvi, fen0~nced the killing of Father Carlos 
~~ujtca. 

More thall }O,OOO inhabitants of the "Villas 
~liS"li;]" (shanty tov"" of Buenos Aires) an'~ 
Peronist leaders at'0nded the funeral of 
Father Mujicdw 

4 Former Bolivian Vice President, Juan LechSn, 
uxiled in Argentina, was arrested in the la~tcr 
countery together with other Bolivian political 
exiles. They had attacked the Bolivian 
'!overnment in a documclnt published on ltpril 
] R. Six days ago, the BoU.vian govermllent 
Pad complained of the activities carried out 
)'1' exiles in Argentina. 

6 rt the Convention of Chall'bers of Commerce of 
1.he Andean Grour, Bolivian President Hugo 
Banzer declared that ~olivia's landlocked 
~ituation threatens continental peace and 
bolidarity. He expressed his satisfaction 
t..hat the importance of the Bolivian problem 
'.;as recogn' zed at the Foreign Relations 
;'inisters' 'eeting in Atlanta, Georgia, in 
the Uni ted . :ates . 

. 7 The Argentinian police declared that the 
Holivian government demanded that the 
,'cti vi ties of its opponents be con trolled, 
~ut that it did not ask for their arrest. 
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CHILE 

7 'i'he Presiden:: of the Inter-American Development 
Bank, Antor.io Ortiz Mena, cOrnJl1cnted that 
Allende's overthrow hindered European 
countries from joining the IDB. They consider 
it an instrument of AMerican poli.ey, since it 
granted no loans to Allende and has already 
lent 100 million dollars tc the Military 
Junta in Chile. 

Five persons who had been sentenced to death, 
were sentenced to life imprisonment by the 
Har Tribunal "hieh is trying several members 
of Allende's government. In the city of 
Rancagua, twenty t,,·o persons Hho were union 
leaders at the "El Teniente" copper mine 
are also being tried. 

11 Four collaborators of Allende were taken from 
the prison-island of Dawson to Santiage·, to 
be judged by the Military Junta. They 
include the former Secretary of the Interior, 
Daniel Vergara; former Secretary of Dcf ,'nse 
and former Am~assador in Washington, Or~ando 
Letelier; the Secretary of the Chilean 
Communist Party, Luis Corval~n and the 
former Foreign Relations Minister, Clodomiro 
Almeida. 

DOMINICA}; REPUBLIC 

TE:;SI011S BEFORE ELr:CTIONS 

3 liorkers and students occupied several churches 
in support of the hunger strike of political 
prisoners. The mem~ers of the Santiago 

II 



Agreement continue to threaten with their 
abstention from the electjons jf political 
prisoners are not released. 

5 7:he United Btates Eml)assy asked American 
"jtizens to leave the country until after 
the elections. Pol ttical event.s may occur 
which e ;scap'" the contxol of authorities. 

Some 20,('00 soldie):s will be in charge of 
mai ntaill:tng m:dGr on ~iuy 16, election day. 
'I'he tr00ps wi 11 be under the control of 
the Central l;:lecLoral CeJUncil, until twenty 
four hours after elections are ended. 

9 As eJection day approaches, tensions grow 
throughout the country. Several people 
were killed in the city of Santiago de 
Macoris as a result of a confrontation 
between the police and demonstrators, in a 
rally related to a strike by bus drivers. 
Cities continue to be paralysed because of 
the strike. 

'LO rrofess:! onal workers declared a strike in 
the capital city of Santo Domingo, supporting 
t.he freedold of poll tical prisoners. The 
gtrike inC' 'lded doctors, 1 awyers, engineers, 
:-;ournal is-/,:. st_ud~"nts and priests ~ 

Tir~'-'sideli.t; \J -,;iqu} n Ba] agner stated the 
l.>ossib11.i t.y of ontbursts of violence in the 
;lectinns. He recognized the possibility 
)f a coup d'etat, but he gave no names • 

•. :!Che members of the Santiago Agreement (See 
"Ultin America Profile," No. 3 for more 
background on the elections), who have not 
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withdrawn from the elections, opposed the 
decision of the Central Electoral Board that 
allows voters to go to any voting post. 
They propose the derogation of this decipion 
as a condition for their participation in the 
elections. They state that otherwise an 
electoral fraud \dJ 1 be perpetrated. They 
also de~and the freedom of politics' :risonerE. 

13 Political prisoners ceased their hunger strike. 
The opposition continues to threaten with 
abstention if the decisions of the Central 
Electcral Board are not revoked. 

ECUADOR 

12 The Government ceclared that the Anglo­
Ecuatorian Oil Fields Cowpany and the Gulf 
Oil Company must increase their production 
of oil derivatives by 25%. If not, they 
will be requisitioned by the state oil 
organization. They must also process jointly 
44 thousand barrels in order to satisfy the 
demand in the cou~try and avoid imports. 

MEXICO 

ECONmnc NEWS (May 1-14) 

Mexico City Newspaper, uEl Universal" of 
May 13 gives the following data: Mexico has 
a total of 196,718,300 hectares of land. Th, 
=~f'~iAl Gata indicate that 80,981,661 
hectares are not pre~~ntly productive. This 
figure corrc-sponds to 41% :)f tl1e l;:md inside 
the national territory. '1:,", PL'(:UC+.j··, ' ,,~ 
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is distributed as follows: cattle raising, 35%; 
agriculture, 14%; woods, 9%. "El Universal" 
wonders if 41% of the land in the country is 
really non-productive. It states that perhaps 
this figure is given to cover-up large 
tracts of land which have not been 
redistributed according to the Agrarian Land 
Reform. 

The Ambassador of Mexico in the United States 
Juan Jos~ Olloqui stated that the trade 
balance with the United States will increase 
the deficit which Mexico already has (500 
million dollars this year). He explained 
that this is due in part to the importation 
of technology and machinery for Mexican 
industry. 

THE PRr AFTERMATH IN VERACRUZ 

(Background) 
After th., tri~, of l'resident Echeverria to 
V",rz(:ruz ane the authorization of the 
Natlonal Exec;utlve Committee of the PRI 
.Irlst1~u~~oral Revolut1cnary Party -official 
\}()v£~rnrncl~t:. ~;~i~ty) tc op€-r; the rneetj.ng for 
Loc~.l ~!_~~t;~n6, 9revjou~, conflicts (See 
~ .. (..;t '.t~ f\f;':C! J .," . .0 P:ro~ iJ(~ 1f J~ be'cween the PRI 
- -~\::. ·,~r •. :· . '., ,'~r:; 1:2.':.(:~ w\)::;.~ >'-Ji ttl the 

:.~c '1; !lz:.t' ("". ::!' Lafa:c:>l HeJ:nandez Ochoa. Accor(L .. 7'.j 

to ;,:,'.~ t·.:~~··~,:,'~ S(;ctot's of th~- ~')3rt)'t he is 
~lr-:::' pcrs:,:)fj \vho repres<:~r~t6 unity in the 
~t~:e G£ Ve~acruz~ 

Trlt.; r-'t:e;:'; 'Ldif'D:' O~"": the Nat.ional Executive 
Comrrn tteE, of the PRI, Jesds Reyes Heroles, 
Stated UL tne speech given at the acceptanc,~ 
o! Uern'~de_ Ochoa's candidacy) that stronge= 
ti~t' b~t~~e:: the ~ilJ.tant pa~~ of the party 
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are being sought as well as an understanding 
with people who do not belong to the party. 
All this is for the coordination of all 
positive forces in Mexico, in order to overcome 
the old forces which, although born of the 
Mexican Revolution itself, are hindering change. 

PANAMA 

7 United States Representative, John M. Murphy 
(Democrat) demanded that the sovereignt~· of 
the United States over the Canal Zone bL 
reaffirmed. 

PERU 

According to a commentary that appeared in 
the Mexican newspaper, "El Heraldo," neith"L 
the Pentagon in Washington nor the American 
employees of the Canal Zone support thE 
Withdrawal of the United States from the 
Zone. For this reason, the negotiations 
between this country and Panama are becoming 
increasingly difficult. 

3 The Government iillnOunced the creation 
of social OVIIlershin enterprises, which will be! 
Peruvian in character and will be constituted 
only by workers. Tre workers involved in 
this kind of program will participate in 
tile management and in the benefits with 
equal rights, obligations and opportunities. 
There will only be collective social 
ownership, without individual o\vnership 
rights. 
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URUGUAY 

2 President Juan Marfa Bordaberry declared 
that H might be possible to hold elections 
in 1976. The elections must be free, but 
... cthout the presence of }\arxism. 

VLNEZUELA 

4 The Venezuelan Engineering Society 
informed the Congressional Subconunission 
on !'Iining of the enormous profits of the 
United States oil companies in Venezuela in 
the last ten y£01"8. These Frofi ts have 
reached close to 250 thousand ~ollars yearly 
and have been subSidized by the State. 

8 American private enterprise declared that 
the nationalization of the iron industry 
(See Latin American Profile #3) and the 
projects for the nationalization of oil are 
unintelligible in a country which was 
previously one of the safest for foreign 
investment. The companies are also complaining 
about the limitations on investment 
established by the members of the Andean 
Group {Co).ombia, Ecuador, Venezuela, Peru, 
Bolivia, ("ile). 

13 COPEl, the 'hristian Democrat Party in 
Venezuela, ]riticized the economic measures 
taken by the new government, because they 
will paralize the economic development of 
the country. They also stated that the 
:)emocratic Action Party (presently in l'OWPT) 
is moving towards the establishment 
regime that threatens the norms of the 
democratic system. 

16 



CONSULTATION ON POPULATION 
IN LATIN AMERICA 

The Ecumenical Consultation on Population, 
which gathered together 40 communications experts 
of the International Catholic Organization of 
Radio and TV (UNDA!LA) and of the vJorld Association 
for Christian Communication,ended on May 10 in 
Chaclacayo, PerU. 

The theme of the consultation was the population 
problematic of the Continent, as an answer to the 
Year of Population as designated by the United 
Nations for 1974. 

In an atmosphere of ecumenical dialogue, the 
urgency of the problem was emphasized along with 
the need of a more adequate presentation with the 
Latin American reality itself as the starting pOint. 

The participants, representatives of all 
nations of the Continent, released a communique 
at the end of the consultation in which they state 
that an understanding of the qualitative sense of 
the population problem as it appears in Latin 
America is essential. We present the entire 
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text of the communique. 

Introduction 

"':he Christiiln corrnur.ication expel tE 
partJ.cipating in the Fiu:t Con:;\lltatiOi. ";'ll 

Communication and Populat:lon, sponsorEr. by tl:. 
Intern~tionDl Catholic Association Gf Qadio anC 
Tele"ision for Latin llIner; ca (UNUA) and lhe 
World l,ssociation for Christian Cornmunication 
(WACC), gathered in Peru from ~1ay 6 to 10, 19i4, 
want to relate to our Christian brothers of till, 
different beliefs and to public opinion of the 
Continent, some aspects that have been the clljCC. t 
of our concern and study, in relation to the 
population problem, from the perspective of our 
Christian faith and our profession in social 
cOmlnunication. 

Presentation 

'8e are convinced that the population 
problematic of the 'l'hird World presents special , 
characteristics of graveness and urgency in Latin 
America. This problematic stems out of the 
rupture of the natural balance in the growth of 
population, carsed by the advances of science and 
technology and ,gravated by the inadequate 
geographical di, ribution of the large human 
concentrations. These problems den,and the sincere 
search of anothe~ type of rational ann human 1".'aJ ance. 

I'E also consider that the problematiC has been 
presEnted frequently in an inadequate manner: in 
terms of a consumer society; in a simrlistic 
depe~sonalizing and matErialistic manner; by persons 
end institutions foreign to the Latin American 
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reality; with the objectlve - at least implicit -
of D.aintaining a state of dQpendency. 

We believe that population problel'ls are r.ot 
the only or the most iBportant problems within a 
¥ 1,;,,1 ,'vr.lLxt. Tl,ey dq:er,d rather en a quc;li tative 
tlinension (t!Je qua11ty oi ar. authentically hUI;~an 
life cf the given population) ar.C: not. oniv on corrmorC'! <,1 
or quantitative aspects. They are part of a complex 
problu'wtic, prctluceC! by the prevailing sccio­
political system whose judgment requires cbjectivity 
and sincerity. 

However, vle also consider that such problems 
must La restated in the context of the prGblematic 
of ur.derdevelcpment, which must be understood as 
'the frustration of a country which does not volant 
to 1;02 '''hat it is, but which cannot become "hat it 
wants to be.' This differentiates our underdeveloped 
society from the European pre-industrial SOCiety, 
'which wanted to be what it was and could not 
imagine a different possibility.' 

These problems, pre~ented in correlation with 
the economic ones do not prove that a decrease in 
the population rate will by itself produce 
development. This is fundamentally related with 
social justice, that is, with the fair distribution 
of human, economic and cultural resources, on the 
interpersonal, national and international levels. 

The population problematic, in its aspects 
of overpopulation and underpopulation, is due in 
its deepest causes to unjust structures of the 
global population, Which must be transformed in 
terms of justice and solidarity, aiming at the 
cemmon good. 
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Recommendations 

The initial criterion for taking a responsible 
attitude vis ~ vis the Latin American population 
problematic, consists in recognizing that any 
type of massive control of the population, imposed 
from above, does not solve the fundamental problem. 
Such a massive program inplies a defense of the 
socio-~olitical systero, instead of situating itself 
in a position critical of the system. Above all, 
such a program is an offense against the dignity of 
man and his capacity to decide for himself. 

We do not pretend to arrive at a final 
conclusion about the need to limit or to increase 
the population of the Continent, but we want 
to verify that the two manifestations of the 
problematic (overpopulation and underpopulation) 
require the same treatment. In the first place, 
they require socio-economic models which give 
priority to the production and redistribution 
of tr~ resources before using the simple 
indiscriminate regulation of the population. 
Secondly, there is the need of reordering the 
scale of values, which must be founded on the 
dignity of man as a personal and social being, 
created in the image of God and redeemed in 
Jeslis Christ 

The ethica". dimension which involves the 
popuJation problematic carries with it a 
rest':tement (at the family level) of the sense of 
huma- sexuality, of responsibility in the 
proC' eation and education of children, and of 
t::cesponsibility of society in the sense of 
giVl 9 its members a worthy level of existence on 
the :;o.sis of brotherhood and human solidarity. 

20 
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Z, ';jHc.J.t erc,rLasis must therefore be placeC: 
or. the educational factor, directed to a rf'alization 
at family, national and continental levels. rather 
than at ir:crnediate and simplistic solutions. 

In order to go deeper into the population 
problematic j n a oreaU.ve sense, the Churohes I by 
reason of the Gospel itself, must cooperate 
among themselves, both on an educational and 
interpretive level, through educatien, assjstance 
and social action, in view of the formation of a 
critical consciousness of the Latin )'.merican 
people, which will enable a genUine decision 
making. 

'Eas).; of the Communications Expert 

As communications experts our task is that of 
becoming conscious of the real dimensions of the 
population problem and of being impartial in the 
information and in the solutions that are being 
presented, with a critical sense and in light of the 
Gospel, in order to maintain ourselves on the side 
of justice and truth. 

The question is not to spread the theSis of 
the convenience of limiting or increasing the 
population in our countries, but to help the public 
to realize the real dimensions of the prohlem and 
to make free and responsible decisions in its 
solution. 

"Consulta Ecumenica Sobre Poblaci6n." Lima, 
Peru, May 1974. Centro Nacional de Comunicaci6n 
Social (CENCOS), Documentation Section. 
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THE END OF THE 
ALliANCE FOR PROGRESS 

From April 19 to May 1, the IV General 
Assen,j)ly of the Organization of American States was 
held in Atlanta, Georgia in the United States. 
Before describing the development of this meeting, 
we plcsent some relevant data about the 
hist(- dcal background of this Organization. 

?erhaps we could say that the first idea to 
unif' the new nations of America came from the 
lii::)e~ ltor, Sim"m Bolivar. In the Jamaica Charter, 
':-it ~n in Kin .. ston on December 6,1815, he wrote: 

'''-''he 'dea of t :ing to from a single nation with 
'lEe ~ie tbat. 'ks all the parts from the New 
We L'~ ~:: a grar: 'ese one. 1'his region has one 
or~g .n, one lan, age, customs and one religion 
and . :,US it shoL d have one government which 
cenf· ~erates the different states that make it 
up_" With this idea, the Panama Congress was 
c~n :ed in 1826. It was boycotted by the 

, States.A year later, Roque S&enz Pena, 
PreS :ent of Argentina from 1910-1914 denounced 
tIe ,titude of the American Congress: "The 
Par,a' 1 Congress was not favorably looked upon 
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by the United States federal legislative body 
which ended up by not sending representatives." 
The sessions were closed and later re-opened in 
Tacubaya, Mexico, "looking for a place closer 
to the United States and ~ak1n4 the sending 
of representatives easier," But tn.Ls time the 
ideas of Bolivar again failed, "They made 
declarations that were more or less sterile and 
that were only ratified by one of the signers, 
as if they were already born half de,·a. due to 
the declarations of the United State: Federal 
Congress," 

Since that time, the relations of,:he countries 
of America have been determined by the interests 
and the politics of the United States, In December 
1823, President Monroe had pronounced the famous 
phrase: "America for Americans." After 1871, the 
United Fruit Company expanded from Costa Rica to 
all of Central America and the Carribean. The 
Standar Fruit Company took over Venezuela, and 
the American Sugar Company arriveel :i.n Cuba and ir' 
Puerto Rico. Thus, ir 1889, by the initiative 
of the Un:.. ted Stfl.tes Secretary of S·~at(.. Jam,,::; 
G. Bla.ine, an In-c.er-A.r.'.cr:icaL meetin0 W'1S convoked 
in Washington anc} or:: 'I."""'!' ill l. 1890. t·,:-:~~ 

Interncl~ional Ur!ion 0 1 ~~~ri=ap !{epu~lics wa~ 

found2o" '::'hc H(n:=oc:~ u."\~' -r.L~," \t~a;: d:~f:!_n~tely 

shapec.i by Pr-es iden:. "Pf',C;( '5r::J~C ~)(j~:?(:'V(~_' '_, v,her: hE:' 
too~ offic~ an~ de(~l~~~~' 1';,~!~aJ~ S8~ iy and ~'drry 

a. bi~j" stiCk. In thi s w.~'\~ "'e:; wLI'~ 0C" f '1r." ~ r. 
n.~i.s1 d:lt'iua-,_ f"l8£!Sago.:; of: tIC S '~T\:~" Y'.;'", - ,_ h ...... anrtounced 
thal. tne r'errone(''Ii,.u:-' -::otvl'..!-c"~ fJf ,~-,rJ Amf'!r,icax: 
country or: .:"ts inc3.~)a..'":'i '-:,~ t r maintain o!.7de:c. 
jusili..Lt:'G. the inter"Vf~t.ticn ::.f tbf'~ ~;::ited ~tu.t:.e:;s .. 
'1"h~E policy w'as held ur1tiJ ::~2'? ,r:-,;--:. r~E_ inte=nal 
econorrd c c.::-isis caused thE? crce.t:-'~:' Q~ a ::-lew 
pia,-, From 1890 to 1929 the Arr",' i )(~ !.··~ly ~d.1e 



-
40 interventions in Latin American countries. 

In 1903 the Panama Canal Treaty was signed after 
Panc,ma' s if!d~pendence from Colombia WaS provoked. 
Protectorates were formed in Cuba and in Santo 
Domingo. There were interventions in Nicaragua, 
Haiti, /.lexico, etc. In leBO direct United States 
investments in Latin Ame~ican countries reached 
100 million dollars. 711is quantity had tripled 
by 1897 snd reached 1.7 billion dollars in 1914. 
Thj~ investment money was distributed in the 
fo12sMing r.lanner: 43.5% in mining, 18.7% in 
agr' 'ult~re, 13.7% in railroads and 10% in" 
petl :lev!!'. 

The economic depression of 1929 forced the 
Unit"a States to give priority to internal politics. 
Pres dent Franklin D. Roosevelt stated the followirg 
in I. s inauguration speech on March 4, 1933: "In 
the "1eld of ~orld politics, I dedicate this nation 
to t ,e 'Good l-legihbor Policy.·.. This period was 
pro. nged until the end of the Second World War in 
19,1S Duri!iCf this time the Eximbank (1934) and the 
WuL Bank (1944) were founded. 

At this time, a low is noted in investments in 
I,at! Am\Zrica qince Americans had to concentrate 
thei efforts.m the European and Pacific wars. 

1n 1945, 'e war ended, Harry S. Truman became 
Pres lent of ti" United States and the period of 
the ,-old war be.,n. The United States economy had 
becm'e stronger md technology had suffered a 
stro 9 impulse. The multinational corporations 
bea' ~~ structure themselves. They would have to 
md):e a g:ceat effort to control the Western 
economy and thus maintain their pOI3;':io" V1S a vis 
the ',ocialist Bloc. Within ~hlS political 
persl'ective, in 1947, during the Inter-American 
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meeting in Rio de Janeiro, the Inter-American 
Mutual Assistance Treaty was signed, In t~e 
njnth American Conference celebrated in the city 
of Bogota, in ':010mbia, j.n 1948, the Inter-American 
system was judicially I'tructured with the Charter 
of the Organi.z,:;.t;'on of ./I-11)erican St ates (OAS). At 
this meeting Lho governments of L"tj.n Americn r 
promised to "givl< facili.ties to Arc:erican investors 
who wished to develop the resource!; of Latin 
America." And, in effect, the investments have 
risen to unimaginable SUill';' .For 1957, the sums 
were the following (in billions of dollars): $3.0 
in petroleum, $1. 7 in the ntanufacturing industry, 
$1.2 in mining, $1.3 in public utilites, $1.0 
in agriculture. For 1960 t~ total sum came to 
9 billion dollars. ~, 

During these years, direct military intervent 
interventions were no longer made - local sectors 
that are pro-American are prepared and given support 
to take power. One example of this is the military 
coup that overthrew President Arbenz of Guatemala 
in 1954. 

The triumph of the Cuban Revolution in 1959, 
(that had nationalized a billion dollars), again 
forced a change in inter-American relations. It 
was necessary to foresee situat.ions of rupture 
and demonst:r:«te t.hat: development within the same 
economic and poljtical system was possible. 
President Kcnned,;' convoked an Inter-American 
Conference j.n the city of Punta del Este, Uruguay 
in 1961. In this meetj.ng, Cuba was expelled from 
the OAS and the Alliance for Progress was formed. 
This ~Jas the instrument to dimfnish the misery of 
the Latin American people, that was causing an 
explosive situation. Once again the hard line 
approach was used - in 1964 there Ivas a military 
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coup in Brazil and in 1965, under the presidency 
of Lyndon B. Johnson, the United States Army 
inten'cned in the Dominican Republic. Investment 
continued to increase in Latin America and in 1963 
it was calculated at $40 billion dollars. One 
coulu note a change in the eIrphasis on the extracting 
induFtry to an emphasis on the manufacturing 
industry and on trade. In his annual speech to 
the ~enate in 1962, Kennedy stated the following: 
"The most important initiative of this year's 
prog,arr is based on the increase in the efforts to 
pror.1 ,te tne invNltnent of private capital in 
unde'de','loped cC1lntries." But between the years 
1950 and 1965, 7.5 billion dollars l1',ore than was 
invc'·'ted in Latin America was taken out in profits 
of U'lited State£; companies. In 1967, the Presidents 
of tile merrber countries of the OAS again !",et in 
Punt~ del Este to review the functioning of the 
AlIi .nee for Progress. They searched for better 
mec:"iUSl11S to obtain economic agreements. In the 
docu' ,er.;~ of the meeting they stated, among other 
thir. s, a ne'" promise: "\,e will modernize the living 
cone tions of our rural population, we will elevate 
tarn, ng and livestock productivity in general and 
we \': 11 i,nerease the production of food, not only 
':'or .;le good L f Latin America, but for the good 
of t'e rest of the world," 

In 1970, ,C General Assel1',bly of the OAS 
apPI,,ved the m. ting system and since 1971 it 
has ~perated an ually. The Alliance for Progress 
did 'ot achieve in holding down popular revolutionary 
mov, ;)cnts to maintain control of the political 
,i,t, ·tion. Thus, a series of coups d'etat was 

:.i ,ated: E1 Salvador in 1961, Ecuador in 1963, 
b,al in 1964, Panama in 1968, Bolivia in 1971, 
'.TL yay and Honduras in 1972 and in 1973 General 
l\ug' ,;tc Pinochet overthrew the leftist government 
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of President S~lvad0r Allende. 

In 1974, on April 19, the D! General l\sser;; lj 
of t.he Organization of American Statces vIas 1niti at'2d 
in Atlanta, Georgia in the United States. 

April 
19 In the inauguratiJn of the IV Genera.l ASSE'l,J)ly 

of the OAS, the Fc:eigll Minister of ~rgcnt]na. 
and the Secreta.t:'l General of U:£ 01,'" Calo 
Plaza (of Uruguay) both stated the r,ec(;ssity 
of sea~'ching for the reforms nec;ded to make' the 
DAS an effective organism. TL" Unit",,1 States 
Secretary of State, Henry Kissin1er read a 
message from President Nixon in ",hich he 
expressed the hope that the meet~ng would 
serve to i!t'prove relations betFeen the 
United States and Latin America. 

20 In his speech before the General Assembly, 
Henry Kissinger proposed a policy of a "good 
partner" on the part of the Uni ted States in 
their relations with Latin American countri.cs. 
He praised the OAS and defended the Mutual 
Assistance Treaty, indicating that it had 
contributed to the liberation of the 
Hemisphere from disorder and conflict. 

21 The Chilean Foreign Minister, Ismael Huerta 
denounced the intervention of Fid~l Castro 
in the internal affairs of Chile curing t~e 
regime of Salvador Allende. He manifestecl his 
opposition to Cuba's attendanoe at the meetinq 
of Foreign Ministers in Buenos Aires (See 
"Latin American Profile" No.3). 

22 Emilio Rabasa, the Mexican Foreign Minister 
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stated that the organism of the GAS is 
"vital and useful," and thus should continue 
functioning. America has finished .. lith 
paternalism and its relations are nOI" based 
on cooperation. Venezuela proposed the 
integration of Cuba into the Inter-American 
system. The Foreign Ministers made a 
homage to the Chilean people and to President 
Salvador Allende. 

24 The General Assembly approved the propos i tion 
of Mexico that the Special CO~Dission for 
Consultation and Negotiation study the principal 
pOints of divergence or conflict between Latin 
America and the United States on economic 
matters, in order to facilitate future 
agreements. The Colombian Foreign Minister, 
Alfredo Vazquez, supported the idea of the 
presence of Cuba at the next Foreign Ministers' 
~1eeting in Buenos Aires. He asked the General 
Assembly to renovate the OAS and the Treaty 
of ~1utual Assistance that had been static for 
some time. He accused the United States of 
not accepting programs of economic cooperation. 

27 Various economic agreements were approved. The 
Inter-American Economic and Social Council was 
Jut in charge of channeling the agreements 
11ade by th _ Foreign Ministers and Henry 
Kissinger i ee Latin American Profile,No.2 
and 3). On June 17, there will be a meeting 
of the Spec~al Commission for Consultation 
-"nd tiegotiation in I'lashington to establish 
70mmercial agreements. A study about the 
carcity of food will be begun. The .. ,ay to 

Lid the countries whose commercial balance has 
~leen affected by the rise in the cost of 
caw materials will be sought. 
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Alfredo Vazquez, Colombian Foreign Minister, 
asked ~,at the Alliance for Progress ~e 
terminated, since it is now just a ghost. 
The Inter-American Economic and SOcial Council 
has been surpassed and is ineffectivE'. Thus, 
it too should be reformed. The Charter of 
Punta del Este of 1961 has net been fulfilled. 
Inter-American cooperat.ion should now have 
new structures. 

The Peruvian Ambassador, Luis Marc;,and denounced 
the multinational corporations fc,r inte:rventio:l 
in the internal affairs of Latin .1'J~crican 
countxies. He asked that the OhS forn mechanisms 
of defense agai.nst such corporations. 

29 The Peruvian initiative about th .. ' i :,,'2S tigation 
of tJ-.e rflul t.5.natic:nal corporat ic;':_, j ~J Ln tin 
America VJ2S 1..~~ "):.' ~ . :'. ~ 2 ~ arr.£:ovcd. 'I'he 
Perma!leEt I,,:~., ... ~w ."j ~ c~· C~.' fled the power to gfJ.';i:':".<: 
togeth(,l: ~j 1 ',If"iluLle information. 

May 
1 The Alliance for Progress was formally ended 

when the General Assewbly of the OAS reformed 
the last committee that was under this project. 
The structure of the Inter-American Cow~ittee 
of the Alliance for Progress was completely 
modified and its name was changed. In the same 
meeting, Peru reiterated the necessity of 
Latin America to liberate itself from "all 
forms of colonialisn .. " 

Th" Cor,md ttee of t~U!l'ul' ;{ ights pr€.:,"~( t,-':' a 
report (Ji~! i"L'] r:!:.;;~cti..;(.:: of tort1..JlC .L¥ ... :razil by 
police. 

United States Undersecretary of State, Jack B. 
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Kubisch, closed the IV General Assewbly of 
the OAS. He read a message of the United 
States Secretary of State, Henry Kiss inger, 
which stated the following: "The new spirit 
that characterizes the Hemispheric relations 
is th~!t there ~s a. f.G;',; rC31iiy en the 
Continent - today, all of us face a situation 
of co~rlete interdependence." 

Se Deshace La Alianza Para El Progreso," 
n COMUNICACION, '~o.19-74, pp.13-18. Publication 

,f CENCOS (Centro Nacional de Comunicaci6n 
oclal) of Mexico City. 
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PERONIST YOUTH CONFRONT PERON 

Aftar huv~jl1g been calle':' U~;itU:t-::~("~' .:;~!.: 

"immature," U.e young Pl'roni fit peoplL "reul'ed under 
the heading "110ntoneros" abandoned the Plaza de 
Mayo while Per6n concluded his apparently improvised 
speech in a couple of It'inutes on !lay 1, Labor Day 
in Argenlille!. 111lh this, the gap was lddenod. It 
,,'as start€,d severa]. r:.onths ago, ~,hen tLc ycuth 
leaders of the revolutionary tendency of Faronism 
(UES, JUr. ·JYP and the r4ontoneros - ~;hi ch correspond 
respectively to secondary school students, 
university students, workers and guerrll12 groups) 
questioned lho.tr attpndance at meetin~:r, ",ith the 
leader,of lepn>sentatives of entities <,'hieh were 
nothing outiside of ~.;heir: nRmes, w1"jJ" I.he youth 
had no represcr:tClUO:,. PGrcn did neL <..,n~ t the 
validity of the guest;ioning and sj"c, Lb:n, the 
revolutionary tendenc:y h,".o : at atb r'fl'<' t " ,,, 

meetings. 

The fin,L of ~:ay has ahvays t'E:<d'. cf ,;. 
irr.portance \\'ithin the f'crr,nist mov'omH I . 
widely circululed by l'eronist youth C'l' Lll,;t 
the following was stated: "Between 194:" and 
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Labor Day was the great Popular Asse!'lbly ~lhere 
the people expressed freely what they felt about 
the orienta~ions that the government was using. 
For the people this was a way to present their 
opinion before the General and for Per6n this ~las 
the simplest and most direct way to consult his 
people. We understand that this First of May is 
decisive because if we do not succeed in re­
channeling the process with our mobilization and our 
encounter with Per6n, there '~ill be no liberation, 
only dependence." 

The plaza was quiet until 4:00 p.m. on this 
First of May. All who entered were carefully 
inspected by the police to see if they carried arms. 
Fefore this (it is not known whether it was to 
prepare the people psychologically for this police 
control), the people were given apples, cookies and 
bags with water. At 4:00 p.m. something moved the 
entire plaza: 60,000 members of the Peronist Youth, 
shouting "Montoneros, Montoneros ..... entered the 
plaza with a sea of Argentinian flags. Sympathizers 
got closer to them, clapping •••• Something new 
was happening. The shouts and the slogans were 
strong: "Que pasa mi general que esta lleno de 
gorilas el gobierno popular" ("What is the matter, 
my General, that the popular government is filled 
with gorillas?") and "Per6n, el pueblo pide, 
queremos las cabezas de Villar y Margaride" (Per6n, 
the people demand it, we want the heads of Villar 
and Margaride").* 

At 5,:00p.m. the Vice President of the country, 
Peron's wife, Isabel, crowned the Labor Day Queen 
while the Montoneros shouted, "No queremos carnaval, 
sino asarnblea popular" (We want no carnival, but 
a popular assembly"). 
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Afterwards, the General started to speak. l:e 
recalled the celebration of the First of Hay in the 
fifties and the union organization "which maintair:ed 
itself for twenty years, in spite of these stupi.d 
people who are shouting." (Shouts were heard, "\'!hat 
is the rratt.or my G.cneral, t.hat t.he popul,.J. 
ge,vernmcr,t:is fi~Jcd hitJ~ qorilla!::.?!!; 'lL(2L Le: 
insjstE'(~! III.Pr)oay J t :::(; ! ,;);.pC.ll£ t:1at scr,'c jIT';18t"';''l L' 
youngsters pn?tcnu tU ildVC- more ment..' ('lL8 
;.,;hc.uts Cl t:)f';; ;1.)11; ~'Ll_-!t:L 1 Lc.::c;a'::-,E:"·d: 1:; tLL:: 
third fa1 a.graph, 1'(;1'60 aU ud",,} to eecH) uricn i ('aders, 
'!,;!hose J<iJ 1~r8 1 ~,t~,'e nc~ b"-8~' punisr0:.:) ,. F(J: F·.lC:~- T'l.:'call 

that ftlonlcr.E.:ros kj lIed the Sc:cretar, C('nl~rAl i~1: :...hf­
CGT (General h'orkers' Central) in 19!3. fjefor<J 
t.his thin: attack of i'er6n, somethin'e t.hat. ne c"", 
expected occurrt:o: the 60,000 I1cntollC'ros starte(i 
to march in front of the Presidential bux, in , 
silence, iJ.'ith a sad look, while PC'rcn callLcJ. l:.he 
union \\'orkers the "vertebral column of our m;)verrcnt," 
and accused the Montoneros as "mercena::ics at the 
service of foreign mcney." For the ;' i rst ti~.e, 

Per6n saw that a part of his movement was net in 
agreement and expressed this in public, perhaps too 
strongly. 

The return was not happy. The vanguard of 
the column of 60,000 Montoneros was attacked by the 
police and the rearguard by rightist Peronists 
of the "Comando de Organizaci6n" who hit then, with 
sticks, leaving a large number of wounded persons. 
Possibly the number of attacked and wounded ~las not 
greater because of the short speech of Per6n, 
which allowed withdrawing Montoneros to mingle with 
other persons. There were wounded people and an 
atmosphere of fear and great sadness. 

"The General had rejectedjihem." "They 
had fought and many of their companions had died 
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for the return of Per6n." 

When the group turned on Corrientes Avenue, 
s,'r:o'Oort; .,.'ho was ahead of them had I~ritten on the 
wdlls: "£1 GendEsl Fer6n diju 'no' al pueblo que 
lnch6" ("'~',n('r"l Per6n said '!lO' to the people \"ho 
1;011 ~d::11lt_;'Jlt (}":, 

h!,,]t (.iI.;c..zo:.;; l~1iG rllri;ure lr.cnr.';' Is jt !!',oment ,:..;J":' 

\,r doc!": It :',('an the break 01' tlw youth sFetor ,-jj-h 
l.t>; leader? 

All is speculation, but an atmosphere of fear 
sadness prevails. Many myths fell to the ground 
thi:3 afternoon, ••. Maybe they lvi 11 be restored, 
Lut ... 

*Translator's Note: Villar and Margaride are high 
police officials in Argentina. 

"Desenlace inesperado del 1 de mayo en Buenos Aires, 
la J'lVentud montonera abandon6 la plaza mientras 
hablilba Per6n." Correspondant' s report from 
Buenos Aires, May 2, 1974. 
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