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OUTLINE OF ACTIVITIES 

The National Intervenors is a coalition of citizens groups formed 
in January, 1972, for the purpose of participating in the Atomic Energy 
Commission national rule-making hearings on 1) the adequacy of the 
Emergency Core Cooling System (ECCS) designed to prevent the catastro­
phic effects of a loss-of-coolant accident and 2) the As Low As Practi­
cable (ALAP) amount of radioactive releases of nuclear power plants. 
A third rule-making hearing began on February 1, 1973, and the National 
Intervenors became a participant. This hearing covers the environmental 
effects o! thE uranium fuel cycle. 

GOALS: 

Based on the disclosures of the national rule-making hearings the 
National Intervenors call for a moratorium on the construction and 
licensing of new nuclear power plants and reduction of power output 
of currently operating plants (fission reactors). The problems of 
radioactive wastes created by nuclear fission power plants must be 
satisfactorily resolved. 

STRATEGY: 

1. Continued participation in the rule-making hearings in support 
of the Union of Concerned Scientists and other independent scientists in 
their contentions on nuclear fission power plants as a threat to public 
health and safety. 

2. To act as a clearinghouse in disseminating information to our 
member groups, the press, the Congress and citizens. 

3. To provide opportunities for discussions and seminars in an 
effort to educate our elected representatives on nuclear safety issues 
in order to prepare legislation in the public interest. 

SUPPORT: 

National Intervenors is supported entirely by contributions. 
Tax deductible contributions should be made payable to: 

NATIONAL INTERVENORS FUND I Environmental Action Foundation (Nt/EAF) 
153 E Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 (202) 543-1642 
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Hackensack, N. J. 

Nader cites 
dangers of 
nuclear age 

lIy SANDY SCHUSSEL ".-'!'he United State. I. In dUl· 
• er. lay. Ralpb Nader. Ind it 
11117 be too hte to do 11I)'Ihin, 
lboutil. 

TllkIDe lbout th. poIellllll 
huml flom .. uelen power 
pIUJta. !M oulIpoIcea _m· 
er Id • ..,IUI p_wmed Iba t 
_Ie .e.tiOllll of the nation 
.0IIIt1 be wiped off the mlp in 
th. ev .. t of I mple a .. id""t. 

"I IhbIk we'n look back 0. 
nu.leu poWer IS !lie <lIIin .. ,.. 
InI Vietnam of the Ullited 
States dilmeat.ie leene," Nader 
said. "It', a terrlbIe mlahk. 
but unfortnnately the ,overn· 
me.t he. been committed to 
ft." 

CUrrtai dUller 
'!'here are 30 .. udea:' poWer 

planta operating in th. United 
States, praduclnl three or fOllr 
per ... t of III el&etrlelle.er­
IY. Nader chima IlIat Ib ... 
pote a threat to .ati ... allatety 
wbldl II b. uid _ !Mn 
bypothettcal. 

SpeUjJll Fri4al It I leetur. 
I_red by Domini.ln Col­le,. In Oraqebur" Nader 
pointed out that if the "u'lfY 
were poekmarked with I !lIn.­
... d nucIeIr rea.toro it .. 0IIIt1 
be npen to cltaltrOpbe. 

Nader Wlrned that the 
emerg •• ey .ooIiDg 'yotem In 
the reaetora II atill untested. 

The syatom i. .uppoaed to 
back up I .oolinI ,yotem that 
depelld. on larg ..... 1e 10urC .. 
of water. needed to keep the 
reactor at work.bl, tempera* 
tu ..... 

HIt there wa' an accident in 
the nuclear reactor core," he 
Ilid, ,jtbe core ean helm to 
melt down.u 

II After I certain point. un­
less it ean be shut down, it will 
melt tbroup concrete," he 
uid . 

A ,ub.ta.till portio. of tho 
radioactive material would 
then escape into the atmo­
apbere. N.de. explained. 

,.bola,e ud .... 

He e.timlted property dim­
age flam one r ... tor milblp 
.t $7 million. 11101 lb •• Gillve. 
flom radioactive pollution .t 
200,000, citini two, studies .. 
lIiI.ourc •. 

Nlder warned IlIat ther. Ia 
1\11 proleetiOI\ flolD •• bola,. It 
th. r .... tors alld •• eld .. t. 
durinr tr .... port.tinn, Ind 
storinr of wast .. , "'hieb take 
25,000 years to neutraUze. All 
tbte. represent pot .. tial poi­
loDIng of the enviro.me.t by 
radina.tlv. byproduct>, 

The.e d •• ,e... alld the dis­
eovery thl t nu.lear power Is 
no longer as economical II 
.clentJatl once thou,bt it 
wwld be. bnlulbt Nader to 
eondemn tbe ioverrunent', 
eommitment to this form of 
power. 

Nader ,un.,ted that tax •• 
be lpent on barno,oin, lucb 
natural resourtes as the beat 
underneath the •• rth. Ho 
W'ged Americans to examine 
danlUOUl policies llId to 
• peak out .,ain,t them. in-
• te.d of jult accepting tIIem 
I. lIfO" .... 
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SCIENCE 

Energy and National Security 

1t is characterisfic of a democratic form of government that rnajo: 
legislation is usually not enacted unless public opinion has cryslalliz¢d 
in support llf H. When an issue has dramatic appeal. far.reaching leb'~' 
lalion is often enacted quickly. When issues are complex and non~ 

emotional, the government moves slowly. if al all. An uample of th¢ 
laner attitude has been the government's treatment of the energy prob~ 
Jem. Our national securiry. financial stability, and standard of living arc 
at Slake. but the lederal response has not been commensurate with the 
need. Until recently, most 01 the talk about energy hu been aboul Ihe 
problem, that will arise in 1985 or 2000. This has lhe effect of pigeon. 
holing the matter. Who can sustain a hiah level 01 excitement aboUl the 
year 1985? 

The latest figure, show Ihat we cannot afford the luxury 01 sleeping 
lor another 12 years. Despite aUlhe publicity about the need 10 conserve 
energy, its use continues to e~pand. The impact of environmenlal regu­
lations ha, accelerated the demand lor petroleum and it. products. 
Consumption 01 these resource' Ihi. year has been exceeding Ihal of 
last year by abQul 9 percent. requiring increased dependence on foreign 
sources at heavy cost in (oreign ex-chanle. Thjs winter, about 30 percem 
of our petroleum will be imported, a sharp rise from Ihe percentage a 
year ago. Pessimists have been lalking of • 50 percent dependence in 
1985, bill the current rate of change indicates that Ihal figure could be 
reached in 4 or S years unless drastic actlon is taken, 

Along Ihe East CoaSi of the Uniled State .. virtually all fuel for 
electric power plant. i. imported. Oil ha. complelely replaced co.1. 
Reserve storage facilities for oil are inadequate. If supplies were stopped 
for some weeks, we would be In major difficuhies. if we -were prudent, we 
would se. 10 il that a 180.<fay supply was held in reserve. We would 
also see to it that power plants could be quic~ly converted to burn coal. 
In principle. we have enormous reserves ot coal. In practice. we are 
rapidly making the .. re.erve. unavailable for use. Coal-ftring equipment 
in power plants is being scrapped; new oil-tired plan!! have be.n buill 
thai cannot quickly be converted to coal. If our oil supply were cut olf • 
w. would be sitting helpleuly on much of the world', best coal de"",ilS • 
unable 10 u.e them effectiv.ly. 

In principl., w. can oblain liquid hydrocarbon. and methane from 
coal, and we can treal coal or stack lases to remove sulfur. In practice, 
the commitment to salvina our immediate: fuel problems is relatively 
trivial. Whal is needed are demonstration plants on the billion-dollar 
scale. We also need a national program that provides incentlves for lhe 
individual citizen to be sparing in his use ot energy. This probably can 
be- achieved best by making energy more expensive, However, we should 
not give windfall profits to the 011 companie •. They have tremendous 
re,ource., both financial and lechnological. bUI they have not devoleJ 
a reasonable (raction of rhese resources to safeguarding lhis country 
from petroleum blackmail, 

Indeed, it i, questionable whether the rul •• under which Ihose large 
companies operate now serve the national interest This queuion and 
others have been addre.sed lucidly in a recent policy paper prepared 
(or Senator Henry Jack.on (D-Wa.h.j.' The Administration is pre­
paring a belaled respon.e to the energy problem. It is .'0 be hoped 
that the recommendations will be more dynamic and comprehensive 
than indicated by the 1974 budiet m ..... JIC.-E'HtL1P H. ABELSON 

• TUM-.,d It IlDtlomd I'o',n' 1M' Oil and (leu "",,,m. (Guv.rnl'Mftt .rinlh,l' Oftk«. Willh­
fnljllon. O,{'. 1913) 


