National Committee Against Discrimination in Housing

Dear Friend:

Cleveland Benson earns $10,000 a year at an aluminum plant in Edison,
New Jersey. He wants to live with his wife and children in a suburban
apartment near his work, but Edison and nearby towns ''zone out' housing
he can afford.

Lydia Cruz lives with her children in an overcrowded apartment in
a run-down public housing project. |Its recreational facilities are
inadequate and poorly maintained. She earns $6,500 a year as a social
worker for Middlesex County. For many months, Mrs. Cruz searched without
success for housing., She would like to live in a raclally and economically
integrated area, free of crime and drug abuse, and with schools which
could give her children the opportunity for a good education.

There are hundreds of thousands of Americans like Mr. Benson and
Mrs. Cruz. Responsible. Industrious. Workers who want tc end the hard-
ship of long, expensive travel to their jobs; parents who want good
schoois and improved surroundings for their children.

Mr. Benscn and Mrs. Cruz have joined five other black, Spanish
surnamed, and white citizens in a lawsuit to open up housing for lower-
income families in 23 New Jersey suburbs. The suit, prepared by NCDH
lawyers, contends that the zoning policies of these Middlesex County
towns deny people of modest means both housing and jobs throughout a major
labor market area.

Freedom tc move to and live near good jobs is an old American tra-
dition. NCDH is working to clear the way for today's minorities to follow
that tradition. The enclosed brochure describes what NCDH is doing to
end discrimination in housing. As you read it, please think of the hopes
of parents like Mr. Benson and Mrs. Cruz for their children.

NCDH needs your support in its effort to build an open society where
every child can have a decent home, a good education, and a real chance
in Yife. Please contribute as generously as you can.

Sincerely,
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Fire Guts
Black Family’s Home

Arson suspected in wake of cross-burning
at house in an all-white development
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By ROBERT WEDDLE

A broken TV saved a
father and son from being
victims of an arson blaze
that swept through their
dream home.

Robert Davls, 36, says he
planned Friday to sleep in
his new house with his son,
Robert Jr., 9, the night be-
A fore moving in, but chan-

ged his mind when the tel-
evison set wouldn't work.
When he arrived at the
ouse at 351 8. 8th Street,
§-indenhurst the next morn-

g, he found it demolished
iy fire.
uffolk police say it was
son and think someone
5 trying to prevent the
Wwis family, which is
1k, from moving into the
vhite, middle-class
\’ hborhood.

MESSAGE

e broken television
ps a message that it
meant for me to go
time,” saild Davis.
Bpas not angry.

.'ost only the worldly
" he said, “but we
¢ our lives. That's

n thing. And the

N of the First Bap-
\\‘sch of Babylon
us how much

- about us. That’s
,,,.d"‘«uat counts.”

His wife, Jeannette, a-
greed.

“I am not bitter,” she
said. “That would only hurt
me. I just can't understand

- oY t t why anyone would do such
post Wxna‘,\g\l\ L\n“e“‘““s y any

e - mne‘
tor & ™

oK famﬂy

a thing. You hear about
these things, but you never
think it will happen to
you."

The Davis' came here 10
years ago from their native
Trinidad. They also have
two daughters, Rachel, 8
and Catherine, 8.

Davis bought the house
as a Christmas gift for the
family apd as an escape
from the high rent he was
paying on a house a mile
away.

It never occurred to him
he might be the target of a
racist attack. Even after a
small fire was started and
burned itself out four days
earlier, he said he didn’t
think about race.

CHILDISH

“When { buy a house I
don't go door to door ask-
ing people what color they
are,” he said.

“We thought the first
fire was a childish prank,”
said Mrs. Davis. '"There's
only one other black family
on the street where we live
now and no one ever made
anything of it.”

Davis believes his insur-
ance will cover the losses
and he will find another
house on Long Island -—
but not in Lindenhurst.

“I don’t want my kids to
go through what I am
going through,” Davis said.
“This is 1979 and not the
1950s. Martin Luther King
opened our eyes and
showed us people should
live together in peace. "’
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was twenly-five years ago that the U.S. Congress
roclaimed the goal of a decent home for every

merican family.

of, today there are still some six millon families living
 dilapidated and substandard homes. Some are in rura|
reas but the vast majority live in decaying and decrepit
rban neighborhoods.

or all of them, the house they live in is more of a

ap built by a hostile society than a center for a decent
ome life.

hat has gone wrong? Why, 25 years after a national
smmitment to good housing for all, are we still so far
nort of the goal? The answers may be found principally
 two harsh realities:

Government policies which assign the lowest priority
to the housing needs of low and maderate income
families and,

Discrimination based on race and c¢olor against
prospeclive residents.

Vhat's happening today?

| the cities . . . construction of subsidized housing,
e cnly choice for the working poor in the major cities,
s been virtually eliminated.

ith the dwindling of government assistance,
sighborhoods which could be rehabilitated are
tering into a downward spiral of decay and
yandonment.

ew job opportunities have stagnated as employers
ve moved out toward the suburbs,

ass transportation, education and other vital municipal
vices are being stowly crushed between the pressures
increasing dernand and decreasing tax revenues.

the suburbs . . . patterns of discrimination foster
1e-color, cne-econamic-level living on a wide scale.

:onomically qualified blacks and others are shunted to
lettces. Restrictive ZoNing prevents higher density,
wer cost housing and perpetuates the drift toward a
arized society.

:cess to jobs is severely limited by the absence of
Iblic transportation.

Vhat can be done?

1ly ever vigilant, eftective citizen concern can be

unted on to back up anti-discriminztion laws already
the books. Coordinating the expression of concern fof
il rights in housing has been a special function of

y National Commiltee Against Dizcrimination in

Housing (NCDH) since it was founded in 1950. NCDH
helped create the national climate of public opinion that
made fair housing legislation possible. NCDH works

lo break down the many racial and economic barriers to
fair housing through an aggressive program of public
education, community leadership, and court action.

NCDH provides information and advice for many groups
concerned wilh complex and changing federal laws

and programs. Mobilizing thousands of citizens of
goodwill, lhese groups serve in many ways; they test the
equality of treatment of black and white applicants by
real estate brokers and rental offices; they gather
evidence of racial discrimination by lending institutions;
they testify at hearings cn behalf of slate and municipal
fair housing measures; they combat misuses of local
zoning to exclude housing for low-income familes; they
seek to create a local awareness of fair housing laws,
and ¢ stabilize interracial neighborhcods by
counteracting block busting techniques through
person-to-person contact.

NCDH in action

LEGAL SERVICES NCDH takes legal action to help
strike down racial and ethnic barriers, and to establish
tandmark decisions of national significance.

¢ NCDH challenged the right of the Nixon Administration
to impound housing funds duly appropriated by the
Congress. NCDH was sustained in federal court, but
the Administration appealed the ruling, and an
appellate decision is pending.

* A minarity builder was blocked from constructing

federally subsidized housing in Parma, Ohio, a suburb
of Cleveland, by a local referendum that changed the

zoning rules, NCOH has challenged this acticn in court.

¢+ NCDH joined other groups to challenge an ordinance
in Upper Arlington, Ohio, which makes it unlawful to
test compliance with fair housing law by having whites
make inquiry immed:ately after black homeseekers
are turned down.

MONITORING GOVERNMENT NCDH monitors the
aclivities of government agencies.

* Reports that some cffices of HUD were lax in
enforcing cwil rights regulations caused NCDH to join
in a national monitoring survey of HUD performance.

¢ NCDH evaluates proposed regulations of federal
agencies affecting equal opportunity in housing. In the
past year NCDH provided criticism of rules for equal
trealment of minanty home-buyers by lending
institulions, and of regulations affecting minority
access to leased public housing

e NCDH prepared a restatement of basic principles on
the Role of the Federal Government in Housing in
response to an invitation from the Secretary of HUD.

s NCDH contributed to an understanding of pending
federal housing legislation with a comparative analysis
of the three major bills under consideration,
emphasizing their potential impacts upon equal
opportunity in housing.

FIELD SERVICES NCDH is now in the midst of a
regional housing training pregram aimed at providing
communily leaders in fair housing, civil rights, urban
planning, real estate, and mortgage lending with the
guidance, infarmation, and tools they need. Recent
workshops in Atlanta, Chicago and San Francisco have
sparked foilow-up action in those regions. Subsequent
workshops are being held in the Northeast and the West.
These seminars emphasize;

* Promoling vigorous enforcement of state and
federal legislation;

e Advancing ethical real estale practices through
educaticn and publicity, and compliance with fair
housing law;

s Fostering affirmative merchandising and financing of
homes to maintain racial diversity;

¢ Encouragement of employers to locate where fair
housing opportunities exist and to support fair housing.

PUBLIC EDUCATION NCDH’s systematic program of
public information has helped raise the consciousness
of the American public as tc the lawful basis of freedom
of choice in housing, and to the social and economic
necessity for such freedom. TRENDS IN HOUSING, a
bi-monthly naticnal reporting service on civit rights in
housing 1s distributed to 15,000. FLASH, an action
newsletter, conveys important events to civil
rights/housing leaders to permit timely response.

RESEARCH NCDH research provides information
through publication and upcn mail or phone request to
almost 1,000 fair housing groups, religious groups,
civil rights and public interest organizalions,
home builders, government
officials, environmentalists,
and the business
community.




