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The action of the Soviet Union in announcing unilateral
resumption of nuclear testing was condemned today as a "major
threat" to peace by Norman Cousins, the co-chairman of the
National Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy, and 'calls for

mammoth protest throughout the world," he said,

"We believe that the unwise action of the Soviet Union
should not be imitated by the United States, Before any
decision 13 made by the United States concerning resumption
of tests, the United States should bring this issue before
the United Nations ~ not just for the purpose of general
condemnation of the Soviet Union's action, but for the pur-
pose of persuading the United Nations itself to make a mas=-
sive attempt, backed by the preponderance of world public
opinion, to compel the Soviet Union to call off its tests,"

The National Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy was
formed for the purpose of alerting people to the grave
dangers inherent in nuclear testing. It has done everything
it could to persuade the United States Government first to

establish and then to maintain a ban on tests,
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""No one doubts that a bomb can be manufactured with
the destructive equivalent of 100 million tons of TNT, In-
deed, there 1is no theoretical limit to the size of nuclear
bombs. The big question is whether there can be a limit to
the kind of insanity that can fracture this planet and de-
prive humankind of the conditiong that make life possible,
The human race has a right to expect something better from
leaders of government than plans for racing towards uni-
versal suicide,

"Any plan for peace had to begin necessarily with the
control of weapons of mass destruction,” he said, "Unless
such control could be achieved it would only be a matter of
time before nuclear weapons would become generally available
tc many nations, large and small, with the conseguent danger
of their use in small wars, and the likelihood that small
warg could touch off major ones, Another danger, equally
great, concerned the possibility of accident or miscalcu=-

lation in tense situations involving the larger powers,"”



