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Getting the Biggest Bang for the Buck ... 
By Seymour Melman 

Following is a list of some cMUon aItd military trode-offs adapted from 
the boOR uThe Permanent War Economy.·t The author is professor 01 indwstriaI 
.",1 ........ ", at. Columbia Urtlv<lrlity and national co-chairman of SANE. 

811low-cost hollBeS = $1 mlUloo 
1I11fUnded hOU4ing assistance in ='$100 million 

M<ansu 
217 apartments to New York = $9 million 

City 
Jinpounded Federal housing 

funds, 1972 
=$laOmlUlon 

Vetoed _nmental Protee- =$141 million 
UOII AJ1Iit>C'I plan to de-
pollute tlte Great Lakes 

IIf13 Wlf'uoded Housing and = U bIllioll 
Urban Development water 
and sewer .... quests 

National water·pollution abate- == $38 billion 
men!, 1970·75 

NItlonaI solid·wasle-treatment = $43.5 bllllon 
program 

Total environment CleanUp =$105.2 billion 

1 high odlool in Ol'llllon =$6.25 million 

UIIIwIded program to upgrade = $300 million 
rural American life 

Unfunded 1973 rural health care = $22 millioll 

CIhIld-nutrilion programs {WId· =$69 million' 
Ing cut 

Special Milk Prngram funding =$1 mUlion 
cut 

= I Hue)' helicopter 
= I D!}'963 destroyer 

= I Navy AS·I! Intruder plane 

= 8 p·U aircraft 

= 1973 .request for new air­
borne nuclear-war com­
mAnd post 

="cost excess on F·ll1 air­
craft 

= cost. excesses for 4S weap­
ons systems 

=B·I bomber proaram 

= new weapons systems in 
development Or procure­
ment 

= paId by 1 Oregon county to 
support military 

== 5 C-5A alrcmft 

== 50 per cent of L<>ckheed 
Cheyenne holicopter fund· 
ing increase, 1973 = ~ DE·I0S2 destroyer escorts 

= I Main Battle Tank 

Health. Education and Welfare = 5567 nliWiln 
public assistance cut, uris 

To bring .11 poor Americans =.'U~4" l>lI!lon 
above poverty line. 1971 

To eliminate hunger In America =oU'5 btllkm 
Vetoed child-ca .... program =s:L\ billion 

Philadelphia 1971 schooill de!- =t$40 mlUibll 
lelt 

Reopening New York PUblic =ieoo.ooo 
Library weekends and hoU· 
days 

For each of 250 communiliea:, = 16 bIlIItm 
3 equipped schools; also. 
I-year salaries for 35,714 
teachers 

New Orleans unfunded urban ==S!H mIIIiIIn 
development. 1973 

1972 housing fund. ImpoWlded =$50 mlUloII 

1973 Newark needs for urb.ait =*125 mIllion 
renewal 

= a nuclaar attack submarines 

="B.l bomber program. low 
estimate 

==C-SA airera!t program 
= Development _ on 

8-1 bomber prolram 
=18·1 bomber 

= I·year opetlIIIon 6 Hue)' 
helicopters 

= e,flOO alrcmft lost In Indo­
chlna by October, 1969 

= 2 months· Laos bombing 

= 3 F·g alrersft ($57.6 mil· 
lion) 

=4 DI!·I052 ~ eaeorts 

1973 cities' needs to rebuild = Si b1IlIoII = I Nuelear airctaft earner, 
blighted areas equlpped. and escorts 

1971 Detroilcitydeficlt =S30mIIUon =3 Frs ~ ($2'1 mll-
lion) 

1972 Fed.....t health budget de- =$2.3 billIOn =o..orTUltf on CoM alrttaft 
ficlency and Maln SaW. '!'Ink 

1972-73 cut in Fodent! mental- =165miliion =1 C.5A alrcmft ($60 mil-
heallih budgets lion) 

1972·13 fund. reduetion for = $140.9 millioll =:: 1 DJ!.I052 destroyet escort. 
training health personnel and 1 D!}'963 destroY«" 

1973 unfunded medical school =$250 rnIlIiOIl 
construction 

($134 million) 
=<:OSt e_ on M-60 Simi­

dan tank 

Compiled by SANE 


