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. SANE Background Statement on
Compulsory Nationsl Service

A Gallup poll of July.5, 1970, testing public opinion on the abpirdbility of
drafting young male Americans into a period of compulsory national ‘Bervice of a mili~
tery or ctivilien nature, revealed that T1h of the American puhlic ¥avors such a pro-
gram. While recognizing that such a plan may encourage initisl idealfstic reactions
SANE is. appalled that legislators snd citizens slike have failed to undarstmd the
inherent dasngers of such a system.

In en attempt to detall these dengers within the fremework of a cofislsteiit policy
base, SANE reitera.tes its long-standing policies on the draft and compulaory national
service.

. In 1966, in a policy statement supportings volurxta;y m:llitary ury'heg EAHE
stated

. ...S.ANE is also opposed to wiversel militery training or any va.riant thereod

T vhich makes compulsory demsnds on the nation's youth. Whilé lauding and

..-supporting assistence programs such as the Peace Corps es representing the
best in American neighborly and humene traditions, we beélieve the value of
these programa would be vitiated by their becoming another. aspect of compulsory
service.

In elabora.tinn; BANE Bte.ted, 4n testimony before the Senate Armed Bervicesn
Comnittee in April, 1967:
"National Service would not end the inequities of the draft, but would compound
them. Under Universal National Service all young men .and ‘Wémen. above a speci-
fied age would be drafted, smnd within the manpower requiréments of the Depart-
ment of Defense, non~-military alternatives would be permitted to comscripts.
In some versions, non-military service would be a voluntary slternative above
the needs of the Department of Defense. A.system &° deferments would still exist,
Aelection for actual military duty vould proceed very mich on the same basies as
- at the present, with its accompaniment of econtmic, clese and educational” aif-
e --_ferentiations. Nor is there any wey at all of equating non-military service in
activities which do not involve violence, killing anﬁr 1oas of life or limb.

" "Purely on the basis of practicelity, Universal National Service is a nightmare.
It entails finding useful work for spproximately ore miliion men & year, and
close to two million women per year. Assuming a three-year term for men and two
. yeara ‘for woren, & pool of around 7 million people would be ‘availsble: forination=-
*~ " ‘8i"sérvice. There would be no jobs available and no money with which to pay
“"them. Universal National Service would be a gigantic latter~day WPA with all its
soclal 1118 end sbuses.

-."."The success of the Peace Corps end similar activities rests fundamentelly om
the Individnal motivation-and volition leading to..the deésire’ to perfore unselfish
services for the good-of others. There .is no possibility that a:system of con-
. séription would be régponsive to this motivation. It would, in fact; be destpopdd
¥y a'systeliof coerdlon. B .



(6.)

(7.)

(8.)

The Act would discriminate against young men who, if unable to f£ind s job among
the positione aceredited by the Agency, would be placed in a Civilien Service
Corps to work on federally~subsidized work projects. It is obvious that the
majority of those unqualified for regular civilisn service (whepe there 1s at
least some cholce of area of service) would be from the nation's undereducated
and underpriviledged. .

Individuals who found themselves in good conscience and with honorable precedent
unable to participate in a system of nationsal service would be required, as under
the present system, to prove their case through hearings end appeals. The onus
of proof is on the objector rather tham on the Agency.

If 1t 1is Judged that there are not enough men in the military manpower pool,
this legislation would permit the inclusion in the lottery of those who have
completed their ecivilian service. Thus, some men could be subject successively
to ecivilian and military service.



