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.SANE Background StatemeJ:it on 

Qompu1soFY National Service 

'.1\. a8n1lPP9ll of J~ 5, 1910, testing .P!1bUci op1n1OnOD thec2Hiri:!l~U:tt of 
W;t;1ns ;yOUng ms.le Ameriesns into a period of COIIIPIIlB01'1 nation81J ilflJfViCOEi··Of"a'III11.1. .. 
'te.rY or c1v1Uannature. revealSd that 7l'f. of the Americanpul,Uc!'iivors such a: PX'O'­
gnt!II. 'Wh1:J,e recosn1z1ng that such a plan may encourage in1tiaI ia.eaa:atic reactions 
BANE iii flP.palled that legislators and citizens &like have fdled to'1Diderstand the 
~rent dangers of iluch. a lIystem. . .... , . 

.. .. 

In an attempt to detail.' these dangers wi thin the framework of a cO!isistent pol1ay 
b,M" SANE rei teratell its long-standing poUcies on the draft and coatpUlso1'1 national 
service.' .' . 

In 1966. in e. 'Policy statement supporti~ volutltBn' '!Il1lJ,.tary.'SOmc,;;s.AHB ':" 
~: . .' . .' 
. . ' .. " ••• ~ is a;lso opposed to uni.versal mill tary tra.:1Iiing Or' MYvartent thereof 

,':~ Whlch makes oompulsory demands on the naU'(m' s yoUth. While lsuding end 
. ~,.~.rting assistance progrllll1S such as the Peace Corps as representing the 

best in American neighborly and humane tr!lilitiOlls, we beU'eVe the value of 
these progrllll1S would be v1 tiated by their becoming aruither. BlIpect of compull6l7 

""'.' . service." ".-, 

. In ele.borat:i.Oil.,..SANE iitated, :tit testimony before' the Senate ArIIied :Services 
Committee in April, 1967: ". 

~'National ,Service 'Would not end the inequities of the draft, but would COIJI.PC!UDd 
them •. Under Univers!ll,. National Service all yOUllgmen .anil'.1rOInen. akive a speci­
fied age would be drafted, and 'Within the man~r requi~tli althe Depart­
ment of Defense, non-lII1litary alternatives would be perlll1ttedto conllcr1ptll. 

"." In lome versions. non-III1Utary service would be a voluntary alte:rnative above 
the needs of the Department of Defense. A~ayBtem tl! deferments vOtild· still enat, 
llelection for actual military duty '1(?Uld proceed ve1'1 much on the same balis sa 
at' the present. with its accompaniment of econOmic, claSs end e4uca.tiona:l'1I11';; 

-' "~"" .. ..teran1.iations. Nor is' there MY way at all of equatingnon-illiU tary service in 
activ1iiea 'Which do nOt involve violence. killing ~,lOaa of life or 'UIIiQ. • 

.. "1'Urely on the basis of practicality. Universal National Service is a night.lll!u'e. 
It entdls finding useful work for apprpx:l.ma.tely one ml1110n men a year, and 
c;lose to two !Dillion women per year. J\.eeum:1ns a three-year term for men end two 
ri8:r8' tOr WiiP'en, a pool of around 7 1II11l1on people lrould beava.:1la'bla' foii'nil.t1(l11-

ot~ ·'id?aervice. There wOuld be no jobs ava.:118b1e end no 'IIICIDBY 'Witb 'IIlrlah to Pt16 
'them. Universal National Service would be a gigentic latter-dq WPA 'With all ita 
social ills and abulles • 

. : .. ' liThe success of·tbe Peace cOrps and similar activ1t1"es reSts f'UD4aml!mtally ca: 
the'1ndivia.ual mOtlVatlonlini'i Volition le8aing' to. the desi:r.oe.t:o "~ .. \mselt1ah 
aemCes for the goOd..of Others. There is no possibility .that a ',BYJ'tcIIIII: of C!OIl­
smPtiOn would be reSponSive to this IIIOtivation. It would" in fact; be de~ 

:,'(" 117 a'stateiilof:eoe:i:'6ion. " , .. 
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(6.) The Act would discr:l.m1nate against young men 'Who, if unable to find a job among 
the positions accredited by the Agenq, would be plaeed in a Civilian Service 
Corps to work on federally-subsidized work proJects. It is obvious that the 
majority of those unqualified for regular civilian service ('Whee there is at 
least some choice of area of service) 'WOUld be from the nation's underedueated 
and underprlviledpd. 

(7.) Individuals who found theaUlelVl'lS in good conscience and with honorable precedent 
unable to participate in a system of national service 'WOUld be required, as under 
the present system, to proVl'l their case through hearings and appeals. The onllS 
of proof is on the objector rather than on the Agenq. 

(8.) If it is j1.!J3Sed that there are not enough men in the milite.ry IIIIlnpo'ller pool, 
this leg1slation would perm! t the f.nclusion in the lottery of those who haVl'l 
completed their civilian service. 'l'bua, some men could be subject succelillivel.y 
to civilian _ military serv1ce. 


