NCUUA!/ Friendshipment

(212)688-809/ 235 E.49th St., New York, NY 10017 (212) 486-0580

July 1976
To: Amnesty, Reconstruction, and Recognition Key Contacts
From: Susan Ikenberry (NCUUA) and Heidi Kuglin (Friendshipment)

Dear Friends,

It has now become clear that if and how the issues of Amnesty, Reconstruction,
and Recognition are resolved, depends largely on the amount of nationally focused
vigibility we are able to give these legacies from now until next spring when a new
administration will have to address them,

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

For this reason we need your urgent assistance in building toward a success
in 1977%! Friendshipment and the National Council for Universal Unconditional
Amnesty (NCUUA) are combining forces in coordinating a joint campaign regiomally
and Zocally across the country-~the intention being that, through coordinated
effort, local work will have increased national impact. Ae a mejor instrument in
lsunching this effort we are strongly urging that regional conferences be held
early this fall in all of eight regions.

WHY CONFERENCES THIS YEAR?

While the war in Southeast Asia ended over a year ago, i?s legacieg remain
unresolved, It is therefore neceseary to have widespread coordinated action

focusing on the Presidential candidates, Carter in particuler. The objective is
for the newly elected President to feel so much pressure from Americans that he
will teke immediate and comprehensive action upon taking office. The conferences
are part of an 8 month campaign culminating early next spring. Over the past few
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years, local organizing and general education have been the mode of action. While
local education end action continue to be vital, they muat fit intoc a pational
action framework so that the pressure is really felt in Washington!

THE ISSUES

There are over one million Americans in need of Amnesty because of their
opposition to the military and war in Southcast Asia, Nearly 800,000 have been
sentenced to a lifetime of unemployability. Others remain in exile, underground,
or have "eriminal” records. Pres. Ford's "Clemency" Progrem, thrown together to
offset Nixon's pardon, has gone down in history as a total failure, A universal
unconditional smnesty is the only just aolution,

Although President Nixon promised $3.25 billion in aid to north Vietnam and
although the United States agreed to post-war construction aid in the Paria Agree-
ments, President Ford and the Congress refuse to live up to their obligations.

The United States slso is not willing to enter into serious negotiations for
normalization of relations with the Socielist Republic of Vietnam,

WHY COMBINE THE ISSUES?

These three iasues are all a reault of one unjust foreign policy and war.
Only a just resolution of them will allow us to put the war behind us. These
regional conferences will enable clusters of states to join in their efforts to
give visibility to the issues. We know that there are thousands of people in your
region who aupport amnesty, reconstruction, and recognition, but are isolated and
scattered. There are many obstacles to your voices being heard. By combining
our forces in demanding action, we will gain strength from each other and will be
more visible.

In many areas it has been the same people who must allocate thsir time to
all or some of these issues; this has resulted in competition between the issues.
In those areas where the work has been organized separately in the past, a com-
bining of forces ahould increase efficiency and energy, and cut down on alresdy
overly-taxed resources,

CONTENT &f THE CONFERENCES

Some suggest~d workshop topics for the conferences follow. You will want to
take into consideration the backgrounds, the exposure to the issues, and the experience
of the participants. A final objective should be an outline of projected regional
and local action over the next months. (Region V organizers are planning a region-
wide action on Veterans Day weekend, this fall, to be followed with s second regional
conference.) We encourage the addition of other topics and would be happy to assist
in gathering material and resources.

1, Fitting into the National Campaign

2, History and Mature of the War

3. Nuremburg Trials and the Right to Resist

4. Veterans with Less-Than-Honorable Discharges

5. Human Cost of the War: Universal Unconditicnal Amnesty

6. Human Coat of ths War: Reconstruction

7. Lessons of the War

ORGANIZATION OF THE CONFERENCES

Heidi Kuglin of FRIENDSHIPMENT and Susan Ikenberry of NCUUA have prepared
reaource material for use in the conferences. We are also willing to help with
getting speakers or leaders for workshops and audio visuals. However, local and/or
regional people must organize.the conferences, Decisions to be made esrly sre:

Who will take responsibility for regional coordination, Where will the conference
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be, What dates are the most convenient (sooner rather than later),and How long
the conference ahould be (we suggest 1% to 2 days on a weekend).

We urge you to take an active part in the conferences and call upon others
vou know to attend them, and then follow-up afterwards in your local communities.

PLEASE fill out the enclosed questionnaire TODAY and return it to:
Susan Ikenberry, NCUUA, 235 E. 49th Street, New York, NY 10017 (212) 371-7080.

CONFERENCE POLL SHEET

Name: ﬁrganization:

Address: ’
City: States Zips Phone(s):

lIssues you have worked with in the past:

I would like to attend & conference in my region.

I will help organize a conference in my region,
Please send resource packet.

Preferred date for conference,

Preferred location of conference.

Preferred length of conference.

Additional suggestions for workshops:

Suggestions for regional actions that would fit into & national campaign:

iDid you receive this mailing from NCUUA or FRIENDSHIPMENT ar Both

We suggest that you duplicate this letter and send to your mailing list; we cannot
afford to do a mass mailing at this time.

w—we—— Return to: Susan Ikenberry, 235 E. 49th St., NY, NY 10017

[ S —




National Council for Universal and ! Jnconditional Amnesty

235 East 49th Street
New York City 10017
(212)688-8097

Surmar

NJUUA Draft 2mnesty Bill

Automatic amnestv shall be granted to:

-~-ail arart violators

--all violators of 31 specified Articles of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice, involving violations which could be antiwar
in motive and do not involve civilian crimes

-=all violators of 8 specified sections of title 18, U.S. Coge,
involving violations affecting the national defense

Amnesty for other violations of law: Any person convicted or
charged with violating any Federal, military, state or local law

-other than those specified as automatic can apply to & Commission

for ammesty. These persons shall present a statement that the
violations for which they seek amnesty were a result of their
Tedlstance or opposition to the draft, the military, or the invo™
ment of the U.S. in Indochina. If the government does not challern-
this statement within 90 days, the person shall be granted amnesty.
If the government does challenge it, the Commission shall decide
whether or nct the person re~2ives amnesty. In order to deny amno.:
the Commission must be asble 10 clearly show that the violation wes
unrelated to antiwar activity. If the Commission does deny amnestv
the person may appeal the decision to a U.S. district court.

Effect of amnesty. ‘The amnesty granted shall:

--restore a rights lost, suspended or otherwise limited
~--grant immunity from further or future prosecution
--expunge all government records as far as possible .
--vacate any conviction,; declaring it null and void
~--nullify all other legal consegquences

Military discharges: All persons given an other than honorable
discharge before the date of enactment of the bill are automatical®:
granted an uncoded Honorable discharge. All persons discharged frc
the armed forces after the date of the bill are to be given a singl-
type discharge “"Certificate of service", without qualifying the
service in any way and giving no indication for reason of discharge.

Citizénship: Persons who have lost or renounced U.S. citizenship
shall have it uaconditionally iestored by stating to the Commissgion
that they lost citizenship because of resistance or opposition to
the draft, the military or the involvement of the U.S. in Indochine
By a similar statement, persons who wish to retain foreign citizer-
ship but wish to visit in the U.S. shall be exempted from the
exclusion provicions of ths Immigration laws.




NCUUA DRAFT AMNESTY BILL

Effective dates, All violations of law specified below which
occurred between 1 January 1961 and 30 April 1975 are covered
by the amnesty.

Effect of amnesty.

a. restore all rights logt, suspended, or otherwise limited;

b. grant immunity from further or future prosecution;

c. expungement of all government records as far as possible,
notations to be made in public records;

d. any judgement of conviction vacated and such judgement
declared null and wvoid;

e. nullify all other consequences, giving the person the right
to answer in the npegative if ever asked about the violation.

Discharges from the armed forces.

a. All other than honarable discharges from 1 Jdanuary 1961 to
the date of s.iactment of this bill are to be automatically
made Honorabl:, regardless of the reason for the discharge.
The new Honorablg discharge shall contain no indication of
the reason for its issuance. The Department of Defense
shall have the duty to send Honorable discharges to all
persons who recelved other than honorable discharges. If
the original othar than honorable discharge was the result
of a court-martial conviction for a violation of the UCMJ,
the amnesty provisions of sections 6 or 7 of this bill shall
apply to the conviction.

b. After the date of enactment of this bill, all persons discharge. .
from the armed forces shall receive an uncoded single-type
discharge. . :

Effect for clemency applicants. All agreements or applications
made, and disaharges received under the Presidential "Earned re-
entry" program @f 16 September 1974, are declared null and void.
Any person who made such an agreement or received such a discharae
is entitled to the full provisions of this amnesty.

Citizenship.

a. Upon written request to the Commission, as established in
section 10 of this bill, any person who lost, may have lost,
or renounced U.S. citizenship because of resistance or
opposition to the draft, the military or the involvement
of the U.S. in Indochina, shall have U.S. citizenship
unconditionally restored.

b. Upon written request to the Commission, as established in
section 10 of thig bill, any person who lost, may have lost,
or renounced U.S. citizenship because of resistance or
oppasition to the draft, the military or the involvement
of the U.S. in Indochina, shall be exempted from the
exclusionary provisions of 8 U.S.C. 1182(a) (22).

Automati¢c amnesty. Any person convicted of or alleged to have
committed one or more of the violations of law listed in this
section shall be automatically granted an unconditional amnesty.
The President, through the Department of Defense, Department of
Justice, and any other Departments or agencies of government shall
inform all recipients of this amnesty and shall take all necessary
steps to restore rights, grant immunity and expunge records, as

provided in section 2 of this bill.
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a. All violationg of 7.5.C. 456(]j), conscientious

U &on.
objectcrs whe ©ail tvo »erform civilian work.
b. All violations ¢ 20 App. 9.5.C. 462, all other violations
of the Militax Seleciise fervice Act.,
c. All viciations ¢/ ~he foel’¢ iing sections o7 Title 18, U.S.C.:
{1) secticn 700, desecratiicn of the U.5. flag;
(2) section 353, privete corraspondence with foreign
goverimen is; t,
(3) szotion 1581, nt1c1nq desertion or harboring deserters:
(4) section 2101, *nherstate.travel or communication with

intent te incite to riot (the "Rap Brown Act'):

(5) section 2153, destructioir of war material, war premises,
or war utilities; Al

{(6) zection 2155, destructien of national defense materials,
‘national.defense premises, or national defense utilitie.

(7) section 2387, activities affecting armed foxces;
(B) searica 2368, ?"tl“ltles affecting armed forces during wa
w. M1 vieclations of the followingrsections of Title 10 U.S.C.,

.. "irles of the Uniform Code :@f Military Justice):

(1) msea..."~ L3l (Article g21), 'gonspiracy:

(2) sectlon G32 (Article 82), solicitation of desertion,
m1-iny, mishehavior bhefore the enemy, or sedition;

(2} senticn 885 (Ar-icle 83), ifiraudulent enlistment or

oot tations i

fa; <ecolicy 885 (Article 85), desertion:

'5) saction B8P3 {Axiicle 86), absence without leave;

(6} scov..on 68 87), missing movement;

(7) s=ctaion 235 B8}, icontempt toward officials by a.
officer; o

(8) section 8E% (Articie 89), disrespect toward superior

cormissi wed officar,
(9) scctiorn 38470y (Prticle 20(2)), w1llfully disocbeying a

L._aricr comnissicaca officer; -

110 z=cnion 8%1(z} {Article 91(2)), w1l£fully discbeying a
non-commiisaicned ¢ figcer;

(11) goceion »9173) {Artlcle 91{3)), contempt or disrespect
tovo,d o a v incioned cfficer;

(12, sactsion 8212 42, failure to obey order or req -
Jatiom

(13, 3ccti. n &2, [Av iinle ¢4), mutiny dr sedition;

(14) secticn 8- (Ariic:e 95), remisting arrest or escaping
Yroh 2ustodr X

(15) secticn 896 {(Avticle 96!, relteasing a prisoner without
projer aul orityv: o

{16 cecticon 822 (Arcicle 99), misbehavior before the enemy;

(17) secticn 900 (Article 100;, ccmpelling a commander to
surrencer; {4

(18) secticn 971 {Article 101}, disclosing or improperly usin.

a counterzign/password in time of war;
(19) section 805 (Article 104) ,'alding the enemy;
(20) sestion 905 (Rrticle 108), misconduct as a prisoner of wi
(21) s=ction 906 (Article 106;, spying in time of war;
(22) section 907 (Article 107), signing false statements;
(22) section 908 (Article 108), loss, damage, destruction, or
wrongful disposition of military property of the U.S.:
(24;) secticn 9'. (Article 211), drunken or wreckless driving;
(25) sectien 912 (Article 112}, drunk on duty;
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(26) section 913 (Article 113), drunk, asleep or leaving pos:

(27) section 915 (Article 115), malingering;

(28) section 916 (Article 116), riot or breach of peace;

(29) section 917 (Article 117), provoking gestures or speech;:

(30, section 933 (Article 133), conduct unbecoming an office-.

(31) section 934 (Artic.e 134), general article--all misc._.l.
offenses not charged under any other section.

All-other violations of any Federal, military, state or local law.

a. Any person who has been charged with or convicted of v1olat1ng
any Federal, military, state or local law not specified in
section 6 and who desires an amnesty for such vioclation,
shall file in writing, a claim to the Commission (as estab-
lished in section 10). Such claim shall state that the
violation or alleged violation was a result of resistance ox
opposition to the draft, the military, or the involvement oI
the U.S. in Indochina.

b. If the person desires to make a claim to the Commission in
person, they shall be granted immunity from prosecution to
present their claim. An attorney or other representative
may be empowered to present a claim for persons not wishing
tO appear.

¢. After a claim for amnesty is filed with the Commission, the

e sksbtieR FETernmental jurisdiction involved shall have 90 days to

file a counter-claim stating that the violation or alleged
violation was unrelated to the draft, the military, or the
involvement of the U.S. in Indochina. The Commission shall
notify any government of any claims for amnesty which are
files.

. d. If the government does not file a counter-claim within 90

days, the Commission shall grant amnesty to the person makir
the claim, and the effects of section 2 shall apply to that
perscn.

e. If the government does file a counter-claim, the Comm1551on £
make a determination as to whether or not the persons shais
be granted amnesty. In order not to grant amnesty, the
Commission must find and clearly show that the violation or
alleged violation was clearly unrelated to resistance or
opposition to the draft, the military, or the involvement of
the U.S. in Indochina.

Appeal from determination of the Commission. If the Commission
denies amnesty t0 a person who has claimed it, the person shall
have the right to appeal to a U.S. District Court as follows:

a. persons residing in the U.S. shall file an appeal with the
U.S. District Court for the district in which they reside o:
in the district in which the violation or alleged violation
took place;

b. persons residing outside the U.S. shall file an appeal with th-
U.S. District Court in the district in which the violation
or alleged violation tock place or with the District Court
for the District of Columbia.

' The government shall not be entitled to appeal in cases where the

Commission has granted amnesty.

Denial of rights. Any person entitled to the rights granted by
section 2 and denied those rights shall be entitled to apply to
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the Commission. The Commission is empowered and shall have the
duty to compel that such rights be granted.

Composition of the Commission.* A Commission to hear the claims
Tiled by persons under sections 5, 7 or 9 above, shall be
appeinted by the President, with the concurreance of the U.S. Senate.
a. 'The Commission shall consist of 7. members, of which:
(1) at least two shall be women;
 (2) at least two shall be from minority.groups;
(3) at least two shall not have served in the U.S. armed forces;
(4) at least two shall have been born since 1 January 1943.
b, 'e members of the Commission shall elect a Chairperson.
¢. Members shall serve for three years, which shall be the life
' of the Commission.
d.- Any vacancies resulting in the Commission shall be filled in
the same manner as the original appointment.

Severability clause. If any provision of this Act or the applicatic.
of it to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder
of the Act and the application of such provision to other persong

or circumstances shall not be affected.

Effective date. The Act shall be effective upon enactment.

# 4 # # ¢

[Draft 2, with revisions made by NCUUA Steering Committee On 8 September

1975.])

*Alternate means of selecting the Commission, other than being appointgd

by the President, are Leing investigated.





