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. Groups wars invitad to ast up bosths and distributs ritereries,, -
Prasant in additiom $e NCUUA wers euch groups as %+s Bl jomber Camn

Copedosian, Comm, for a Dem, Fersign Polioy, Yunts Neiwsxk, Netional- -
Womsns Politicel Caucus end pro and enti abortion ogoups, . . . 7 -
Tha Canventian wa« noat sat up to 2llow iraue orignted groups accuss

to the-padium; 'iie only way ona could question ths paneliets a.- nr :
the csndilates was to ask questions Yrom *he floor and that vas strict-
1y contyollsd,  Consaquantly s grest dee’ f lobbying -and. manusvaeing - -
tuok plaaa, : _ S S
Tha fivanAmnnst¥ Represzntatives dis a gooc job, NCUWA's bogth wea the -
largeat and most colexful; in addilion wa courdinatad oux wfforte so -
that aomecne was &% the microphones at all forume; wea alyo meneged -
to gat to a faw puneliets and wrotes quastians fu=~ them ta eask; In
addition wa were ahle to writu queations for =ihsr groups to ssk, -

and we wars able ta intsrview all the cendidates, L S

Whexever and Qhanevar‘tha issue of amneuty waa,brnught'up it rmceivad
- a favorable response and epplasuse, Gov, Shepp, Sen, Bayh and Rep, M,
B Udall all publicly committad themaselvsa to (nconditionsl amneaty, *
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was obvious that they would not have volunteered the inforfatie® =
unless they were ssked, In fact, Rep, Udsll told Steve Grosaman |
at e prass interview, that amnesty is not a vate getter and he '
would not bhring it up unless asked,

Sanstor Hart's p:esa aide said thet it was quita obviaus that amneaty
wee B"popular issue at the convention but that we should heer in mind -
that the folks pressnt in Louisville were not all the democrats in

the country and certainly could not be construsd as reprasenting auch,

In addition to our lnbbying we msde contact with members of the Cong=--
ressional Black Caucus, ey were upseet that the isaus of unemploy-
ment and joba for all was not & major focus at the convantion, They
held their own meeting at which NCUUA's,representstives ware invited -
and our support was requested in a presa confsrence held thes next e
day. Ws spcke about the plight of tha less than honarabl diacharged
veterens, and the need to be aware that "bleck vets- ‘with gad discharges
ire the gecond highast group of unemployed people in ths coyntry.

We made contact with psople from Alaska, Texas, Arkansms, ldaho

and found that most people were interssted and supportive but .
lacked information., Amex-Canade prepared a one sheat leaflst which
we reprpduced and 2,000 people ware lesfletted, Over 250 people
signed petitions and in addition many people took patitions with
them back ta their home states., %We met new families of rpaistors,
and were interviewsd by both netional and local media, We were
halped snormously by ths People for Amnesty.in Louiaville, specific~
ally Jean and Georges Edwardy who chauffeursed, houeed, tended the
amnezty bonth and without whom we wnuld have been totally inadequste.

ie also were ebla to bring Friendshipment materials with us and were
able to mgke people swara of ths fact that it was sll well snd good
to talk eost Vietnam, but that recognition, recenstructior eand
amnesty-Vietnemiwas still an issue that had to ba dealt wdth by

the people in 1e in the U.5. and tha Governemnt, .
Whatever ths evaluatinna that should and could be drawn from our
experience in Louisville, it was quite clear thet we had made en
impact and that we had to pursua the issue in the upcoming slectian
VYBAT, " . :

Three of the candidetes (Shapp, Udall and Bayh) declared themselves
for unconditionsl emnesty, Herris has already taken a pro position,

In addition we made contect with aides of tha other candidates,
Jackson i3 oppasmad, Carter is for perdon, his resoning is conv-
volutsd and still sscapes us, It is recommsnded that s conceried
effort be made to follow the candidetes on the primary rnute and ‘
try to have people gresent cons stantly bringin the is The ii
firat primery stete is lowa in January 197 E %Fan in aFo ordnr
Florida, New Hampshire and Massachusetts. Wa ars requesting camp-
aign schedules from ell the candidatss and will then map out a strat-

agy to have our regional and local contacts present in the primary
states.,




