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"'1,,·· Draft: Reform or Repeal? 

by Ron Young 

In 1940 the t"d ftcH'::, "oQpted a selective draft la~~. Even at that 
time when there "v"'C f't.t' fe7.\'er Americans than today questioning th.e 
purpose3 of thp. is :Citary and U.S. foreign policy, opposition to 
conscription ~¥.!i3 "'~"er""'· .;; tt'O::i.g.~ 

"Thl,;; V.!!Ht po,,:'er thus granted to the military permits control 
over the 1 ive"lH"d :l.estiny of the entire registry, This con­
trol :f!ey be e~:"rcL' .. c: through the allocation of men to partic­
uler l!Hi;;; > t7i".; ,;;i ;;i ~ondition of continued deferment and com­
p'> mill'lJ'\;; ."e ether:>, regardless of will, to be subjected 
to the thIn:,,:: ec: ~o:r;8r;ription at any time during the entire 
period the 1'",' 1': in force. Thus it is apparent that the 
milit:try ,; 1.11' the Nation assume complete control over 
the liv,,"J vn01t:inv not only of those selected in the 
draft, but t:'H,',;g~: the power to concel or change deferment, 
ove thl? ).~V<"i; r,>, th:: '~ntire registry. Does this great grant 
of p01.~'je:T s~:~:S"*_t( <It." t:;>tetorship?" 

The extreIDe <:Ii. 
recognized. 

sman Frank G. Keefe, Wisconsin 
1::::3~~1 Record, VoL 86, Part 10, p. 11371 

f,'" ,C'" ~:jding the draft once it is adopted was also 

"!leliev"! :>" t::",,,"C';~;, it is going to be difficult to ever 
repeal Sl:lA;Jl "1!';:\I'::U~',:; once you get it established, for you will 
h'ive :!'];;,de ('If ~',L-.. itary establishment one of the greatest 
ee:oIlo!d.c !c'<c-fr;' ""l your whole country. You will have vested 
the grT.;,'1 t,p;,':: pG'-'er;,:0. the Executive and the Army that the 
Cong!::",,,,, h",~ .ev,," gT",ted in all American history." 

-c.>Etoth Cl';'Oti~j. 
A Rep~~rt 

}(2-l:; '~C 

~~~an Jerry Voorhis, California 
p 11396 

. "T' History of Conscription," from The Draft?, 
for l:he Peace Education Division of the 

Service Committee, Hill & Wang, 19680 $L25 

We are fa::ed 1>$ '''-"'_,,,'ri,u'' th prospects of a permanent draft, unless 
we educate and ~lc?:ll ),'''';, p;~'')ple now and through the period up to 1971 
,.,hen the pres"mt ~iv.e Service Act expires. 

The bills b9iore tb" S'm.~'te now to reform the draft, especially the 
bills introduced by S(,rF'\t;:)rs Kennedy and Javits, will tend to reinforce 
the basic legith@{;\, of tbe draft and thereby better insure its per­
manent continu~tiQn_ 'job of people seriously committed to ending 
the draft 1s not to "dork fer any draft reform legislation, but rather 
to work at variou.:; h;,ve ~3 including direct work with Congressmen and 
Senators, to in,d"t tll-,it no ... ' is the time to press for repeal of the -------



dl:li:"t, not reform. It i, important to n~cognize how Lhi, argu:'Ilcnt '11) 
e ""nti.ally even for a bill incroduced by Sen,itor tfield, which 
claim; i", a bill to "repeal the draft." Teople. h(Juld CAr"fully examine 
any legblation on the dn,ft to ee if iLl real intent i. ti' aboli. h the 
draft or, by mean. of -,ome minor or "major" reform. to offer another 
facadE: of legitimacy to a ba. ically illegitimate and undemon'atic in­
;titutIon, 

, .• -. ;.'ebruary 5, 1969, a group of per.;on: <,ttending the {,lerg)'md · ... lymen 
Concerned Conference in wa,hing ton, D, C., par t iei pu, ('.1 in " ., It': d<i';':. t 
meeting with Senator Hatfield Bnd his l~gi lativp 0 i cant I~ JI,u 
tho!? bill on th,> draft IS-503) he i:' co pon,;orin." in :>, ~;"'Vlt,·. ;,;" 
opening remark, to th(, group, Senator 11tl.tfield OlH. Lln!'d i:.h<," h;; e. f':n­
hL, opposition to the pre:Hlt draft o;y~Lem. !;.enH~·,J trial: trw dn.iL i 
an encroachment on the freedom of indivi.dual citi;!>::n tu decide accord­
ing to their own ll1ind,~ .and con,ciences no.".- to erve their ('('untry, a 
freedom held to be e"jenti<ll t(l !'meJ:'ican democracy. ";hi ki.nd .)f 
{'oercion i, eopecially tragic today, hf'.ai.d, Hben :',!i1;:;:h:an youth havt' 
d:.or:1DI1:,trated by their involvement in the r.hdl . 19ht."v"!ll('n~ th<:.>Jr 
~,,",pon .• e: to the reace Corp., and Vi~ta th.lt th,:'y un" ""))''!' n"Hiy th~;, .'vcT 
to "erve the need" of their fellowmen, Till> of·xi t,U1C' ,,1 ( rtnlft nf·.:'" 
it dangerou',ly e~!:>y for the rre,ddent co iuvolv" the C"~th1tr)' in .~n ttl"': 

popular war, like the war in Vietnam, ,·"It''1(JU:.' ~,dv"!"(' and ~:on .,-r" ,_,I" 
the people or their repre,;entativ!?'; in ,',onv,r"" ',h" ,haft n<inforcec 
the inequities in the "oeicty between t:hicf':. and bl!id: . rich and porJr, 
more educated and le;;:.. ec1ucau'd citizen>, H('fer-rinp; to t.he incre,l cd 
qUEs tioning of the miH t<lt'y dom; nation of fordgn po t L:y, much of ,;hh;h 
i~ jUl:!tified in Senator Hattield' 5 opinion, h",dd ~hHt the uraft: 
always been one of the key in::trument.,; of military influence and c,)ntrol. 

It: i;; ironic that Senator Javiu and Kr·nnedy, both of >:hum have rai·,ed 
quc·.d:ion.s about the increa;ing militarization of f.!!\t!rican .ociety, have 
introduced bilL, that not only would pre"erve the draft, but include Ii 
provision for drafting the younge·'t first, whic.h long ha, been a lobby­
ing goal of the Department of Defen"e, b.a·.ed on the fJ:lct that younger, 
le,".~ educated men, being more malleable, are more. UiL·iLble for military 
discipline and indoctrination. The oti1er;ide of till. arguroent wa· 
reflected in the fear., of the John JOn .dminj;trL'tion th«t if,tudent 
deferments were abolished, a., the Hioltshall 'Of:l!;'i· 1(,n recommended (none 
of the present bill,; call for aboli:dling .- tud!.'ut d,'fct;1"1\<>nt ;, a many a" 
twenty-five percent of t;merican colleg0 student might. refu .. e to .erve, 
(James Re.:::ton, N.Y. Time,,:, May 5, 1967,1 (t ,huuld be an important 
le,tolon to per"on::; who upto n01>1 have bE-en advocating ·'funds.mental draft 
reform" that two of the "fundamental reform" ,.'hic!-o 1)1~HPI group, agreed 
"'ere nece.nary, broadening of the provi.,'i<:m fo~ ~i'lf! .c:.~ntiou £,bjection 
,"iOa the abolition of "tudE.'nt deferment" ar., n:Jt inc:lulit .. ,d I;, to", 
i:"nnl2dy-Javit" propo';aL for ;'draft n,torlli. . (:),:,rel'1l-ty. 111;3ny per :m . 
• dU:till ,upport the;!'! rw:'u uri:'., a., "the bl" t \}(, C)":\l get," }\opefully, 
m:my others '>'ill come to the decLlion that tn.," rer,l fiViu: 1-: fot' rer(,fll 
of the draft, not reform. 

:o('u"I;01:" Kennedy', bill (8 1145) doc,,, not C~ll "'J::: l"\<p"1.11 I.)f r"tw dr(lft 
m!~·,,:[~·r!2')v')):. he devotl;" onlYj€ven lin" cO 1. <cd"" c.d lin1-, for r. 
"',;ohmteer .'rm)' Study,' ,..'hile he drvote:. a toL,'l.l r't .hr,"c-,- ('~ .. \ liut' 
to ,,'.·c tion '.; ea lling for "tudie" of the "'/<'. tional ~'er\:i(;<? '.:Ol'P • i<l('". 
\"hien '.¥ould expand con ;cription to includ(- non-Nil it-fcrY'2ork .and 11 
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proposal to establish "MIlitary Youth Opportunity School';" to provide 
special educational and phy5ical training to men who oeherwi~e would 
not qualify for military .,ervice. Kennedy and Javit", both appear to 
accept the proposition that continued conscription and increased mili~ 
tarization of the ,ociety are part of the "olution to the problem of 
the poor, rather than at the heart of the pr()blem:;. Laniel Moyniham, 
AS::Iistant Secretary of l...abor for Folicy Plann:tng and Re.,earch under 
Pre .. idents Kenn;:dy and John'.on, "unmarized ehi'! po,~ition in his article 
"Who Get', in the ,'rmy:,' New :~eEublic, ~ovember 5,1966. 

"Civil right,. as an issue iJ fading. ';:he poverty progr~lmL 
heading for dit:memberment and decline. 'Cxpec.tation; of vhst 
can be done in .<\aIerica are receding. Very pO'lsi.bly our be t 
hope i., ';eriously to u;e the armed force" tI, ".ocializing 
experience for the poor - particularly the Southern poor -
until somehow their environment begins turning out equal 
ci tizen:~." 

The meaning of the',e bill; for the pre"ent and their implication:~ for 
the future make it difficult to under:,tand how enyone can con',ider the 
bills as "significant reform." 

Senator Hatfield',; argument" against the draftlY3tem were far more 
cogent and compelling than hi::. view that the bill he b co,>,;pon~oring 
will eliminate the injul1tices or dangers of the draft. The bill calL 
for a partial :o>u.:ipension of ehe operation of ehe draft, while contin­
uing indefinitely the requirement of regintration at eighteen year") 
of age, and by implication, the present ~y,;tem of cla3sification",. Re­
activating the induction powers of the draft \>Jould require a declaration 
of war or recognition of a ~tate of national emergency by the Congress; 
this is, obviou;;ly, the bill's strongea t ~;elling point. Yet by keeping 
registration, the bill l,;ould by no means aboli"h the draft. The whole 
instrumentality ,,'ould be re.'!dy and waiting. .'md, in light of this fact, 
the requirement of Congre,cc;ional deci;ion to reactivate the induction 
procedure give[, little,;P,fi;'" of .;;ecurity ~'hen it is recalled how, with 
the draft operati.ve, but before the call, were high, President Johnson 
easily obtained Congre;; , backing for hi; Vietnam policy after the 
highly manipulated, if not manufactured Gulf of Tonkin incident. ;"''hen, 
having been <"lected Ii", a peace Pre;;ident, Johnson received the Tonkin 
resolution <lb a carte blanche, the manpower needs zoomed upward, and 
so did the draft'-calL-:-::jQreover. compulsory registration and classi­
fication, under threat of imprL>onment, are ju"t (! f.undamental to th'a 
draft and to it~ inju;ticl~ a. the actu;!l operation of induction machi­
nery. 'The \\'hole 3y';tem of r<'gimentation and channelling remain; if 
regifitration and cl(1~"iflc:ation remain even t:hough the induction of 
men may be tf!!!pOr;u, i.ly u p.:.nded. Indeed i I: 10.lY be .'Irgued tha t no,,' to 
keep this basi s.nd 'Il,pend the machinery unti 1 ani.H.her 'e!!;ergency" 
occur, ",ould aceually be ~o accept the m::'litary drl:,ft as fundamental 
and permanent in nul' government t3y~tem. 

Senator Hatfield expre, .ed the view that the bill he ha.s proposed i", 
"the best that can be expected to pa"" Congre3';'" Lven if thi,; Wf,re 
true, and I think it not, there is not enough po itive good in the 
bill, at least in it; pre"ent form, to make it worth "upporting. Con­
trary to the Senator' 5 view of the inadvL;ability of calling for aboli­
tion of the dr3ft n,)w, it ,eem·~ more likely that i:h:i., two year period 
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offers our nation it;:; be.'t, and perhap:; 1a3t, chance to eliminate con­
~cription. Public awarene3~ and opposition on the draft, encouraged 
by l'resident Nixon's campaign pledge to abo1L<h the draft at the end of 
the Vietnam war, are higher than <lny time since a peacetime draft wa' 
first instituted t~yO decade.,; ago. The tragedy of our nation'" involve­
ment in the prec;ent unpopular, immoral and unnece"sary war, involvement 
facilitated by the exL.cence of the draft, Ie. fre,h in the minds of 
rdllions of American.>. ,'.t pre~ent there i.:; still a lively con,ciou c

" 

ness among many Americans regarding the difier~nce~ between voluntary 
and compu1,:ory .cervice,. and there is c lear preference for voluntary 
:;;ervice, at lea,t in the case of youth. But if trend ,c toward centrali­
zation and bureaucrati,ation continue and there are t~o more years of 
high-po'lo.'ered propaganda for ducn double- tnink concept" a~ "univer sa 1-
voluntary 5ervice," thi,; important and positive pref('rence of Americans 
for voluntarL;m may di"appear. There ii) a grovling concern at all leveL> 
of the ~ociety about the domination of the military; a political struggle 
against the military draft.: L~ cer.:ainly one area wher<2 thi, concern can 
be expres8ed. It is lad that precLely at a time "cben political courage 
in calling for an end to the draft is mo';t needed and potentially mO·'.,t 
relevant, the bills being introduced in Congre.;., are ,;0 weak. 

Senator Hatfield's bill could be made ;';tronger, and to the extent that 
it 1:>, it will predictably gain mpport. Sadly, many ,,,0 called "politi­
cal reali:o:t:;" will ,.;upport the bill in it.i pre.,ent form, reflecting the 
tendency among li,bera1 American. always to ,ee the choice.3 more in term.;; 
of wha t Ll, rathe.r than in term: of wha t i. ~d~le. If thb bill were 
screngthened to become in fact a bilrtO repeal the draft, or if a ne',' 
bill to repeal tne draft were introduced, it ,·.'ou1d gain the support of 
millions of young Americans who, wlhile they are beginning to recognize 
the need for chan~e5 which go beyond Hberal reform, also recognize that 
certain "reform",' like abolition of the draft. actually do go beyond 
reform. 

A bill to end the draft y,'ould need to have a provL,ion for ending the 
requirement of regi:nr.acion and /.!bo1i:>hing th<i! draft cIa:;:ification 
system. '1llio ,",(mId :'Iak", i::c "lear that the intention of the bill is to 
abolish the draft, not il:lply :,u:.-p~nd th€' po~',"r to induct, thu:, to blur 
the actual retention of the S,'lective Service ~y,tem. In it;; present 
form, Senator Hatfield' ~ bi.ll calh for th" termination of induction 
procedure six mooth;: after the bill 'e ;;doption by Congrescil. A reason­
able and po~itive addition to the bill would be a provi~ion terminating 
the requiremen C 0 f regL trt' t ion one ye:u: f rom the b il] • ,; pa.; ':iage . In­
deed, the additlon of .. ucn" p:rovl;ion would convert it from a bill 
that maSlk.,. a concinui.ng 'lnr'. mon~ i.n,idiou dn'[l .. y, LeI'!: into s bill 
that would actually ~nd con,cripcion. 

Ron Young is ~ational Director of Youth -:"ork for the Fellow'hip of 
Reconciliation. Tili.; article i, reprint.:,d iC, .• 'in educational ,.ervice 
by the National Council to ,;tpea1 the craft "'ith pr>rmi ;'don from the 
Fellowship of teconciliation. 



~la.ny opponent,. of t:H~ dr.lft r.i!.ve fo('u'~d OpP!) .ition on the 9ro' ,0 in: 
p,quity of the precoenc V too''''' of dr-eft cld"',ific,'ltion, it 1, at thl. 
point that tno'",;ho f!r" fer '!!:tpr()Vi0g" the dr,:..ft - ;:!0ing away with 
the "inequitie ,,' - .:'!rgu,' f"'t: ,~ fa":-al:,,,i riHHhw·choice <')r lottery 
,;y tern. It i inci(;",d rrUf' tjo.,t 'u¢.h <l -chang"d ',Y3tem" whLdl allowed 
no Btudent or oC'cuputlon"~l ""i~'f.~r~rt~nt,, A r~fi)rrn n;;ither Kennedy nor 
]avit(l advocatf'" :,;.;I\.dci ~i0 "'.;;,y with much oDvL,u'. p,.·jud:lc~' again't 
the poor and (lg,~in_t 10'-'£:1' :c;iddh? ,;L. youth·. ;.h .. ;. <"lOnot gee into 
a college full cirl'JI;' l>nd ';-;'N,"C W"C 1,)0,; l<'h1rO {luaU fv for occupation­
al defermem:s 

~;u t sue-h a r i~:"'>/'!.t/ .. ll' i c).: i~ >::::.r- "I ,- t.,,, ,t 'i.;; \''.. ,; (:. t'>v '(1.:;> t~\>·~ ~J'I "1.:.,~' ,2~?",'~~ v ,->,~ L (. ~ t:h~.; r€'';J i 
inequitief$ <:;~f f~ -·h-.~~·~, ·-:,:~~,,:·t ~t IJ".-~:)<dd re.,-1k.., ", -f' ~~":!~(~,.:r.t"]·r'~. u3.1 the 
more absolut,., V'f J',",,'l::,U1g ,.";',1' {.h:" "J,'f")ce of t,,~. thirq:,;' by making 
the draft looj.·i('li(I·<:r"'t2, 11.' 'l'Quh! i,11 n", !1'Z"l'\: ,~b curl" tr.e fundan:t>ntal 
undemocratic n·e;turc :jf -; :-t~ilr,: ('-"\ri-,trirt'.io-n an\! >.';If .,,11 (;(\r.:I;~ct'ipti.on. 
Such a ne'{.J lJ~:ni£",'rir~.s ';9T'?';t,~,J lJ'!" .·"j-,:b.~.--·) f4."lt'-;tr~.;~n.{~~~t:l~- M;dr.,~ f-:l{'t t.h;~x any 
draft is basic'jllv t, If:, ., d\.n .l:"'H'tlU,r,m a'F;:~'hr. d) 'I.,'uth dTld dlrectty 
again·:,t mal", YQut.f-; , ' ",t '·cr:, " 't . .; :"",tV ~h", {] ld who s""'d 
us t.o the wars, 'l,l,d : t " "",,';!':; thO' ..."o>.;ng •• 1-" 'it" 'nij,d::Utiofi, and 
~his is directlv tG,rh( p~H:", .1': d,:",' '~"\!Il(K!',"'V hVilHl:"l"'! p:rc-pofll;nt" 
It could n,;t: po';"tI-'JV ~o Cd ,." ','J t::. r.hr: U\b'j~'tlt"'l!'TPllln.,tlcn O~ a 
7ili~~ry c.ysti-:D\ ~~::trJ:'it .;.:.~ ... .-.\1/) r,j("l. r!(~t h.~~V\~2 ::,~,'; (::l..:;Y~.) background .and 
lnceli.E?ctual tXq'l~"'g to L~,' "i'.f::'!,";r~ ;md. rt; dc, ~<J;w)rt'Jnt 'work ab£.Imt 
from the cOlr:ba, d)fj,: "'" ,>t'"t."y ',:t,",:?~ lik,' th~ public school' 
'5y3tl:m·~i" b.::I<j": 0'"' til,- . ,''(': "'i""'\': 0', (,f "tr:K\iH\g" Jltd grading; but 
the dif.fJ"r('tH.~::; i;, th~Yt' tho .. ~}~11Lttt<-f\' -;Y;:lt,.~::-~ cc·uld jI''i(}t ,:-.;d. ~\t without. it,. 
'.idle a publi!: "!~h""'·l ,t?tl'; CC\I!;;l 

Most important of ,J I l" ,.!W '~" 'c ,..~;,t; ,',t', ,.), :,;;s!t'I-,vh::t\',er it is manif4!!st-
ly "military" 01" m;.t ;e-~t" (trn;!l.:l )}'" " th~!i<,l ~!:rviC'.," and/or a 
national \"ork co:rr)~ ,I' 'i ,', ;' ." ,;t 1 '~E In I"p,no;; ,.t ",<",', .~; deli'ply dis-
criminatory agaIirl~! ,,"ve:;:y b"".L.". b ,T);', j~ tl\., ,.GC;~ty it i;c: ba;a,d on 
tht: a>-~~umptlc'n (i. '=-:: '>f Yr, ~~y<~' ~ ~.n th't' ,"-.,:~tf:; rJ.Jt.hel'" that1 th~; 
conver:,iI:::'i ! t 1,".~ t'Ji: ,:.')~)r\S t .1' , ~r_:"',lptl;(')rj that f>Dt~l~Lt~i~"lofb-n '<.t\~te i 

then:,;;,'::;elvr~~~, ~,r# r>ii>'-'z:-<: ~{L:" '_,~,< '7 ,-',':,"{i:;r::"'T f \.':- ~t4:>td'l d",'·3t th\\t,' govertir.lWi"ot 
be1ortg~f to th~!' ;::,p!- ~~i~1, ,.,Y, ~ tOI\ i:.f f'."Jt"ced 
:&~rvicf' o'-:t""-(~~~ t<2 th¥ ~~ '~'~-'7' ;:'J~_-/~ r~ t i ,,~tvt..111i t,d',rian ..... 
tStri morv-J (h~,il.:t:V th.~7·11 "),:",,. """":!" \f\!~,f,,~ t,,}:,( ;; '1 ~i.: ~:: ~}ut:,%h d. :..tut:e 
b~lieve thi"Y "r'2~"'~q,,,,', it3 .. l' ~h·.·"'r :;"tdliti'!.rl.ani~ 
'freedOl!l," ' 

:,,·p/,-:rt p~"~p,',n"d f"t i, ,':E',," cl,zc'ation :;ividon 
qf the ;:!lO.'1"\.{"";' :"d .. ll;:!; ;:;.,lvi,.., ':(Jm~ittee. 'L2') 

Gr:!"_H!!!tii ' ,S<:Jl'"!Jdlll ,,£:1";. t ht).'·y :,raft by ,:ean 
c "rp,,:r: ,. ) Jj,': 
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