
National 
Council to REPEAL THE DRAFT 

101 0 Street. S.E., Suite 4, Washington, D. C. 20003 Phone (202) 544·2041 

Dear Friem;:_: 

Nobel Laureate George "T~'ald pu-:- it we:l: "Donlt reform the draft - get rid of 
it.!! In Jan'J.ary 1969 people from 30 organiza-::-ions established the :::Iational 
Council ~o ltepeal the J:::'aft. Today NCl(D has members from more than "to 
organizational bac~grour~s, prominent Americans as sponsors, and a staff of 
five. It is engaged in lobbying, literature production and distrib',ltion, 
writing and research, advertising, speech ~aking, regional organizing, and 
natio::1al, Y'egional and loca 1 conferences and ,,.:orkshops on repeal. 

Since NCR: began, the politica: climate has shifted.. There is now widespread 
dete~Qination to reform the draf~, and a growi~g feeli~g tha~ it should be 
abolished,. '1le believe that the refo:'U:S suggested, whether minor changes 0:' 
complete overhauls, cannot e1icinate tt.e two basic facts t:-.at 

(1) 0he draft forces boys agaiGst their will to fight and perhaps 
to d:'e; 

(2) the pea~etime draft gives the Pres.ident uncons":itutional 
powers to escala"'::e manpower to prosecute ur~declared Wars .. 

The lot;;ery leaves the basi~ inj'J,s::ice of military conscription untouched. 
\Vi th draf: revision heari.ngs before the Senate Armed Services CortJIli ttee 
announced for Febrclary, the case for draft repeal must be made be:ore Cong:7'ess 
i::l 1970 rather than in 1971 when t!:e present Selective Service Act expi.res. 
Congress will not repeal in 1971 a law which has been thoroughly revised si.x 
or eigi::.t mo:rti::.s earlier. Sone observers even believe that Congress will eGact 
this yea= legislation with an expiration date in 1974 or 1975~ If the draft 
is not to continue for years to come, vastly increased repeal efforts !L.llS:: 

::'e made now .. 

Al1:;ho:;.gh encouraget. to find a growing measure of support ir.L Congress and 
across the nation for draft repeal we sti.1':' work tlith minority s'-lppor: .. 
To change ::hat to a majority will require ever-increasing tlork and act:ivity, 
and in turn increased fin~~cial support. 

We have been forced by the great::.y increased teIl'.po of our campaign to find 
a large;' office ~"1d to increase our staff from 0hree to five. 'tie mus:: have 
more financial su:?port now for this expansi.on.. These and other expenses 
"'ill contin",e to mow:t in direct p:ooportion to the effectiveness of the ~ob 
we do~ r·:) liberate OUI' staff from ti-me-co:ls:J.ming fundra~sing work so that 
their maxi~ure effort may go towar~ ending co~scrip~ion requires ~ew and 
generous contri but io:J. S from those ' .... ho agree with George wald that we :nust get 
rid of the draft _ 'v.'e ;:;-r ... st you will want to contrio'J.te now to t~is urgent 
campalgn., 

3incerely, 
"--'---" 
<',,) ~ <5 "" trMR . '-.. . 

3ishop Paul J'-;oore ~ 
<~~J~ 

,stewart r1eacham 
Bishop 8oa:1jutor of New York Peace Bducation Secretary 

American Friends Se::,vice Committee 

P.3. NeRD La3 begw: a :r:a,jor research project; to s'tudy the impact of the draft 
and draft repeal on A:nerica!1 society.. ~he means of ass'-lring civil:~,an control 
ove:, a voluntee::- mili:ary will be en:phasized.. NC::ZD hopes to co:nplete the 
study by late Feb:ruary, and has found a major publisher.. Begun without 
finar-,-c~al unde::-\ITiting because of the lil'gency of such a study the m.ini:num 
cost is estimated at SS= ,000. ':Je hope large contri::rJ.tions for tr:is purpose 
will be forthco~ing. 
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