
Charles P. Finn 
c/o AFFP 
P.O, Box 72X 
~awcomb Hall Station 
Charlottesville, Va. 

Greetings Charles, 

July 26, 1974 
Cornell Tahdooahnippah 

itATiONAL INDIAN YOUTH COUNCil 
Okla.homa Division 

P. O. Box 3028 
lorman .. Oklahoma 73069 

The Oklahoma Division of the National In(lian Youth Council 

has been the clearinghouse for lnfot"mat1.on of the "Feather War". 

The non-jury trials have been completed ami the appeal time has 

expired. 

Out of the eighteen Indian defendants, sixteen were convicted 

of possessing or offering for sale feathers of migratory bircis. 

Enclosed find some selected cl.ippings relateo to the trials. 

Although N.I.Y.C.-Ol<lahoma has not solicited donations, we 

will accept any amount, at this time, because of the large Lpgal 

expenses incurred in our attempts to keep our people out of prison. 

If you wish, If''t me know 1.f you would be wiLling to distrihute 

7.0-30 copies of the last issue (Hay) of Americans Before Columbus, 

(A.B.C.). I wlll mntL them to you as soom as I receive an afflT-

mative answer. 

Your thoughts and efforts on behalf of the Native peopl.es 

here in Oklahoma is deeply appreciated. i"lany of those arrested 

were high pri.ests in the Native American Church and we are all 

st.ill shocl<'"'d at their conviction by n U.S. Magistrate in U.S. 



Federa l Court. HO\l7ever, one man tn onE' day ina non- Incl ian court 

of law cannot change our heliefs. 

Unfortunately, at this time, Incltan peopLe <10 not kno\17 what 

effects the decision will have on ceremonials an<l religious rites. 

It:: ~eems that everyone is now subject to arrest am.l conv ict ion. 

N.I.Y.C. efforts in the near future will center around deveLo[>ing 

l(~g is lat i ve exempt ion, cd though this type of freedom wou lei seem 

to be protected by the Const: itut ion. Apparent /y, 1n(lians are 

only marginaaLy included in these documents that insure democracy 

for the people. 

N.T.Y.C.-Oklahoma again thankfl you for your concern for the 

rights and freedom of the Native Americans. 

State Director, N.T.Y.C. 

Enclosure 
c. c. Reacting file 


