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T~1e 12.test NLF offenoive ic nOH in i'CG JchL .. -d \'leek. 'l'here haD been 
no significc: .. Il'C res~)onse from 2.n·ti-vvc:.:r forceD in 'cllis coun'cry. 'rhis f2Ct 
sheet h2.s beEP pre~)C; .. rec~ 'co ~)rovide orGaniza'ciono ( .. croso t:he country \-Ii th 
inforr..at.ion for 10c2..l :pre,ss rele<.:seD, c;;"ener61 acetin(}D, et,c. It is ir'l~)­
ortant thc:t ant.i-vn:r forces 02in (:c sense of 'che oi 'cuaJcion f acin<;; the 
U.S. <;;overru:len'c rigl1'c nO\-'J anc~ how it ;:;,ffect:::; ·the Pari::: t:.::l1"8. 

The U.S. ~)o£'itionin Paris hus rer,lc"ined L:-.:i.."elev;;.n-c; to the basic 
poli·tical c].le8tions of the ",<::.ro The first JC~,'O i'cems on the U.S. :,.:)ro­
posed <:.genG.2. for ';;;:1e t2.l;cs are neu'trc;,liz2..tion of 'the DfvlZ Clne:. -exoo:? \"i -Dl­
dratlals. T~1is i:'i to <2. scen2.rio Nhich sees the 'I,.l2.r enlling by the estab­
lishment of trw Sc:igon ::egime in control of t:ilG Souti.l 2nd 2.11 NLF forces 
\.'li thclr2.l'7ing 'co the North, i. e., tiley core askins; t:ile NLF to acce:;yc defeat I 
whereas in reality i'c is ·the U.S. 'thCl'C i,s defe.:::tecL 

The U.S. TJili"cc:;,::y ~.)osi·cion is so ilo:;.::>ele:::r..: ·t~lC::·C "seClrcll c;~nd destroy" 
operationG t1aVe ;.)een drol)~)eo. in favoz of tI:x:ol.)e, ~li tha...:-2',J ~.nd bouD". 
U. S. troo:;,s are nOVl usee;, to find vlh2,'C are sup:?o,seo. t.O be concentJ.:"c~tiono 
of HLF troops; u:.;)on contac'c, tl1ey call in ·the bOP-1Ders 2.nd. re'creat .• 
Bombing levels since the beginninc.;; of the t.ali;:.o ~1c:ve 1:"isen ot.:cikinc;ly 0 

The halt of t.lle bom:bin; over tile Nor·th "'r,c in fz.C'c C! prac'i:icnl 
solut,ion ,to -c,he need to esc2.late the 'tn,:;:" in 'C;le South. N.::.val sI1ellingo 
in the Sou tl1 cl.:i..-e re:.;)ortec1 fou:: ,tirJeo hic;her since t.11e tiJ.l;~s bes'an I use of 
fragr .. lenta:cion bombs is four to si;, tir.1CC his;l1ez I nne. in shee;;: tonnase I 
the bO~,l}:lin(~i in t11e Sout.h exceeds any :;)e::...' acre concen'cr~;tion QU.:i..'in0 Horle. 
Wzr II. The Bombing of HauJ)urS:f <::turin<; ~iorld 'ii1ai· II -- sc .. tu:::2..tion, blodc­
by-bloc~{; I levellin'J type 001~lbin0 -- rec .. ui1:"ecl 1000 JconG per day and c..::eat:­
ed 2.n u:')r02r on ·tIle li.llied. side over i'cs severit.y 0 In Cant110 , ct (;.01 tc::. 
ci ty I the U. S. recen'cly Gro,;:;:;)ed 4500 'cons of j,Jort1!::>s in one dc::..y. Eaci1 
B-52 has 2.. cClpaci ty of 30 tons I 2nd the :)L:.meo <:,-,-"e con'i:inually involved 
in bombing- vurious p2..rtc of 'cile count.l.'y. The HLF z-e:,::>o::'co tha'c 801<1e of 
the bombs now bein0 used c:.=e '::10 large as 5000 :::i10<;rClras (nea;;:ly 6 tons)­
in earlier Dtag-es of 'the \flEX 500 lb. c;;.nc': 750 1;.). ];)0;:.11::>0 vle;;:e norraal and 
until recently the large:::;t bO;.1bs \tlere 2500 kilog.i'rui1s. The POi)'l1.l&tiol1 
has previously cle:."endeo. on .. tunnela for :Jro·tect.ion I 0Ut recen'cly the big­
bOhlbers arc ;::>ein:; ,-lsed in the del 'ca I uhere it: is i;:~lpossible ,to dig c-;'eeply. 

NLF sta:ter:i.en'cs accurately describe U.S. tac'cics 2,.S "d.eClth-bed. 
a'ctem'ycs" (-they ;;;:re). In an atterU:J·t 'co es'ca?:>lisl1 sor~le semblance of con-... -
trol in tile coun"cryside, st'leeps and the ;:::aso inca:cce1:"<:..tiol1 of b,le 1)0~)-
ulution huve been underta}~eno One of ·t:;'1e cleareD't exar;li::lles is the 
s'\tJeep on B.:;;:tc:'..l1gan 1,)eninsula sou th of Quan<; Ngai. In that area, 12,000 
yeo:)le have been forced in'co a "recei:Jtion cc::.r,l1;11 vIi th Dig-ns outside that 
declure "refugees from Cort1IllUnisD <'.:.re fOl.'bidden 'co leave t:he cam:')". 
Food alloc<'.:. .. tionD -- only rice -- are De10"1 the ltlinih1<;;.1 adult require­
ment. Already 200 prisoners have escaped, but <j'ua:;:-ds SUl.'round the car.:l~::ls 
and fire ·their 14-16' s in the air 'Vlheneve.:L the il1L.w:ces i').:Leaa nTound the 
gatea 0 (For de-c;;;:ils on T~1ein-An rece::>tion Cc;"i.Tt';':.J, see urticles by Hugo 
Hill in Liheration Nm'lS Sc;;:vice :.;.)acl;:ets nos. 143 c;~ncl 145.) 
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The buming of villages ruld incarcerating of the population is 
reported throughout South Vietnam cw l?azt of S1op-gap IIpacification" 
work. In addition, special ~Jrojects ~mch as project "Phoenix ll have 
begun with the air:.l of exterminating NLF ~')oliJcical cac;..res throughout 
the South. 80,000 South Vietnamese have been described as NLF leaders 
and put on a list of persons to be assassinat~do 

Even in the U. S. press, it has been tl.dmi tted tllat 'che current 
offensive has der.lonotrated the HLF's abi1ity to cleal t-lith the U.S. 
militc::.ry ana raise an ·effective counterattack. The t1ilO clearest aspects 
of the military side of the offensive nre that it is nation-wide like 
Tet and the following t.\V'o offensives, and th<::rt it io airaed a'c U. S. 
mili tary installationo. Thio is D significant: chan(;e from Tet, l'lhere 
the primary te.rget was the ;'Juppet army, the pacific~:i:ion progrrunn in the 
countryside, and the occupation of cities. 

In some cases during this offensive, the l'iLF has moved to liberate 
the population being held in u.S. concentration C21::;:;'Jo. The figures 
cited in the U.S. pLess of Vietl1all1eSe "made homeless" by NLF assaults 
refer to the liberation of "resettlement campoli such as Thien-An or 
Konhoring (the latter was reported to have been opened by the NLF in the 
first days of the offensive, freeing several thousand civiliann). But 
in most cases, ~~e emphasis has been on U.S. nilitary installations. In 
the earliest days of the offensive, the Nevi York Times Leported that 
NLF troops were moving past recently occupied villages and heading 
toward the urbG~n centers and raili tary installations. CUChi, the site 
of an American helicopter base and a stronghold of guerrilla activity, 
Sa'lrl an attack in which the NLF cut througp ten rings of barbed \vire 
circling the base, entered the concrete bunl~e:;:s that house the heli­
copters end deDtroyed t'lrlelve \'lhile seriously damaging four others. 
Bien Hoa' s American base came under attacJc in the early stage _as \'Jel:J., 
the NLF operating from the village of Tan Hiep near the base. 

Tan Hiep 'lrIaS 'cota11y levelled by -t~1.e U. S.. in the effort to diD lodge 
the NLF. The village was of p~rticular significance because it haD a 
highly Catholic population and vJaS consiGered one of tbe most secure 
villages of the countryo Wilfred Burchett re::;)ort:s th<.1t after the 
destruction of Tan Hiep, a system of tunnelD was found throughout the 
village, revealing intense involvement by the ~opulation of the villa~e 
on the side of the liberation forces. 

The ~Joli tical significance of the role of the peOiJle of Tun Riei) 
is not loot on the VietnameDe people: the NLF'D ability to hold the 
offensive eClge on the U. S.. io a conseG.llence of -the grolrling DU':)i)O.:;:-t even 
\vithin the citieD for the NLFo The call for a "peace c<lbinet ll by rel­
igious and ethnic hlinorities in Sai(jon to rei:>lace the Thieu-Ky regime 
is one indication of the \1ay in which elemen'co :::till out:sido the NLF 
or the Alliance of Peace National and Democratic ForceD are movincJ 
agains t the Saigon government and the U. S. military i:>resence. (The NLF 
endorses this r,love by minority elements though it~ is clear that it ''las 
not made at their initiative). 

All the political consec~ences of the present offensive will not 
be clear formo~~s, but it is certain to have wide-ranging effect. Since 
the beginning of the taIleD, the Saigon regihle has closed dot'ln 15 news­
papers in Saigon and Hue in their attempt to maintain control but have 
only isolated themselves more from the urban population. Most recently, 
the National Salvation Front, an organization pulled together by the 
Saigon regioe after ti1.e Tet offensive has even moved into a critical 



,-3-
stance and aeems to be 2.dopting tho "l)etlce cabinet" position. Their 
first anniversc:ry statemont, ci t.ed in tho Nm'l Yorl;:, Times t.fa.i:ch 11 calls 
for a "truly b2Ded government lt for the IIcoming ~)olitic2.l struggle" vlith 
the NLF. A chal"::ge in position by -chis (]IOU") is not a mc:..tter of ideo­
logical conversion -- it aua"t be seen aD a j\toagmatic reDponse, an indic-
2,tion of the isolation ~md ins-cubili ty of the Saigon regime. 

The topplinc; of the Saigon regime Hould be of grea-c significance~ 
It could. signal the Oi)Eming by tOJhich "the U.S. \-lOuld begin -to <:Ldmi t that 
it cannot c"i.efeat -the NLF mili t<:.rily <:..nd una j.Jrepared to 2ccept iJ. govern­
r~en-t Jchere thtl.t. Hould do the negoti<::-:ting wi-th the NLF vlhic11 ",oula. facil­
i tate U. s. "troop tvi Jchdraw<:lls and -cLo estaj)lisru.1en"c of a careta1~er regime 
reflectin'J t:hc overl.'lhelming political streng-tll of tohe FronJc. The other 
path for ~:he U. S. is -1::0 (lttem~)t to pl.mi,3h the Viet$raose militarily: 
gi ven -the f8Ct -thert U .. S. Dombing and shelling in the South has already 
been escalat:ed -to the .;;)oint 'l:lhe1.'o it i::; severely t,~:;::ing U. S. firepower, 
it DeemD "(;11e only vlr:.y -th<:lt retaliation could -ca:ce ;,.)lace would be throtilJh 
a resu!;'1~)tion of ~ombim; in the Nor-i:l1 ox nn inva.3ion north oi the D1YIZ. 
The first o:)tion hile p.:;:ovec1 iutile in the .:..n~.s~c and -the second i:lould be 
an incredible c.1eb2.cle for thc U. S. It alao seehlS c:l.li ~ce clear thct world 
public o~.)inion c:.nd :)c,rticulcirly t.h.(~ governmen"i::e of -Westel.~n Em:ope "TOuld 
not readily tolerate a resumpJcion of the bombin<;" 

To -the iJresent time, the NLF haa not comiLli tted i to trOO~)S in any 
signiiiciJ.nt nural:Jers t:o the offensive. In the last tJ.lree days, some re­
ports hClve appeCll'cc1 in the prese of regiments c'canding -to fight, but 
even -these are repo::t.ed -co De enga<]emen·ts involving only a fm'1 hundt-ed 
of NLF troo:ps. Re1lorts of NLP -t.roop concentraJcion around Saigon range 
as high as 65,000. The U.S. trooD level in the s~ae area is esti~eted 
at 81,000, bu-t i-t IuUSt be rehlemDered that the NLF is a iJeople's army 
ivhich mea.ns t:ha:t ev.ery soldicr is pre~)8red fo:: cor,lhat ,..;11ereas probably 
only 10-20% or: the U. S. troo~)s a:ce combat forceD 0 It is ihlpossible to 
predicJc i;17he-t~~e.i· the nLP will commit ito main forces -to battle, but it 
should be reraero:bered that each ofiensive _":' the Fron: is a "sirnul taneous 
uprising ll

, ''\Thicl) f.1euns that political insurrection in the cities vlould 
probably accoml1.r'.l1Y any raajor troop involvement. 

GovernmenJc officials have reccntly :pegLlU s-tressinv Jcl1e role of the 
puppet South Vie'tl1ill,leSe A.rmy (ARVN) in cal.~ryiny on the l-lar while AmericCln 
troops \<li thclra\,T. This suggcstion can ~e nothing ftlOre than deception of 
the AmeriCc-:n peo:Jle, since it iG clear the ARVl-l is no better ;,..);;:epared to 
carryon 'chan iJc 11as been in ·the pas-to The ranl:.s oi ARVl\f <::re filled with 
forced conscription; many companies of ARVl'iI c1.rc::.w pay but neve~ engage in 
combat; during" 'I.'et, the NLF repor"c,G, over L!:OO ,000 ARVN troops "l."lere lost 
through cilsual ties, r.1QSS c1esertionD and the c1isinJce<]ration of t-lhole COf.l­
panies. 

Ou:: \'lor~:;: 2JC t~lis time -- and i -c is very urgent -- is to prepare the 
anti-ltlaJ: foz-ces in this country for any eventuality 0 Underst2nding the 
c...~aracte::, of -the offensive and the level of U.S. activity .i..Jreceding it 
lilUS-t be as tlidespre<:ld as i.Jossi;:'le ::::;0 that any move by the U. S. (even 
"iJeace [,love::; II) no-c baeed. on ::---:;-;ogni -tion oi U. S. mili t2ry failure "Till 
meet with st.rong o:;.)~)o.sit:.ion throughout the country. 


