SPARE YOUR RELATIVES NEEDLESS GRIEF

Numerous hoax calls to relatives of personnel serving in Vietnam have
been reported in recent weeks. These hoax calls have caused considerable
anguish and discomfort to the next of kin who are unaware of Department
of the Army notification procedures. The hoax calls are malicious and
relate primarily to false reports of death, missing, absence without leave,
desertion, or other related matters concerning personnel status, The

adverse and traumatic impact on the unwary is obvious.

SPARE YOUR RELATIVES THIS GRIEF. Advise them now that they may
be the recipient of such a contemptible call, and that any such telephone

call concerning your status should be immediately recognized as a hoax.

If your status requires notification to your loved ones, your Army does
not use the telephone. Notification is made by a personally delivered
message by Army representatives, where identity can be immediately
verified; or, by a Western Union telegram which can be verified with the
Western Union office from which received; or, by correspondence directly
from the Department of the Army. The purpose for notifying your next

of kin determines the means used,
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