
Due Pho 
SOUTH VIETNAl{ 

Dear Civilians J Friends, and Parents, 

In the very near future the undersigned "lill once more be 
in your midst, del\Ydrated and demoralized, to ta.ke his pla.ce 
a.gain as a h'lllil<ln being with the well lmO'WIl forms of freedom rod 
justice for all; engage in Life, Liberty, and the sOlilewhct deluyj;ld 
pursuit of Happiness •. In mc::king your joyous preparations to 
welcome him back into organized society you might take certain 
steps to llk'1ke e.llowc..'1coafor the crude environment which has 
been his miserable lot for tho" past twelve months. In other words 

" he might be a lit.tle Asia.tic from Vietnameseitis end Overseasitis, 
and should be handled with cure. Do not be alarGled if he is 
infected with all forms of rare tropical diseases. A little time 
in the "LJ.nd of the Dig PX" will cure this Halady. 

Therefore, show no alarm if he insists on c~rying a weapon 
to the dinner table, looks around for his steel pot when offered 
a chair, or wakes you up in the middle of the night for guard 
duty. Keep cool when he pours gravy on his dessert at dilmer 
or mixes.peaches with his gcqgr~ VO. Pretend not to notice if 
he eats with his finl3ers instead" of silver'V1are <:'J1d perfers o­
rations ,to steak. Tako it with a sf,rile when he insists on di[;;ging 
UP"theg~cnto fill sandbags for the bunker h0 is building. . 
Be toler wPGtl. be takas bi.s hl .. :u;iks:t .~...d sbi::et o~ the bad 2nd 
ptfhs:: them on 'the floor to sloep on. 

Abstain from saying anything about powderci em~s, del\Ydrated 
potutoes, fried rico, fresh milk, or ice cream. Do not be alarmed 
if he should junp up from the dinner tcble and rush to the 
garbu3e can to wash his dish with a toilet brush. Aft<.:r all, this 
has beenms stanckU'd. Also, if it should stC'.rt raining, pay no 
attention to him if he pulls off his cloth8s, gr<!bs ~ bar of 
soap <md a towel and runs outdoors for a show~r. 

vfuen in biB daily conversation he utters such things as: 
uXin toil' and Choi oi" just be patient, md. simply leave quickly 
and calmly if by aomE) chence he utters tlDi di" with at, irritated 
look on his fnca because it mouns no less the.l1 "Get the hell out 
of here." Do not let it shake you if he picks up the phone and 
yolls "Pur.cher forw:::.rd, Sir" or says "Roo;er outlt for good-by 
or sim:.a;>ly shouts "working'" 
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Never ~sk why the Jones' son held a higher rank than he did, 
and by no means mention ,tho tcrmtlExtond. tt Pretend not to notice 
if at a restaurant he cellis the waitress nUumba one' girl It nnd 
uses the floor as an ashtray. He will probably keep listening 
for "Homeward Bound" to sound off ,over AFRS. If he does, com­
fo;rt him, for he is still reminiscing. De Gs;>ecially watchful 
when he is in the presence of ~ woman--especi~lly el beautiful 
woman. 

Above all, keep in mind that beneath that t~cd ~d rugged 
exterior there is a heClrt of gold (the only thing of value he 
has left). Tl'eat hi.m with kindness, tolerance, and an occasional 

,fifth of good liquor and you will be able to rehabilitate that 
which was once (and is now a hollow sh~ll of) the happy-go-
lucky guy you once knew and loved. 

Last, but by':.no meons least, send no f,lorc mail to the ;'iPO, 
fill tho icc box with beer, get the civies out of thu mothballs, 
fill the car with gas, ond gct the women ruld children off the 
streets.. • • 

De:caus0 the KID IS em-rom ~ ! I 1 ! 

Signature ,. "1 0 s::w~,"NI.., 


