_—ppwr> Assault Bridge,
Repulsed by Tith, APCs

LUC PHO  an NVA sap-
jer  ~quartt  unvier cover of
darkness  and protected by
an NVA zquad of snipers.
attacked brdee 95 cne mle
netth f S Havnh

The  wriuad armed  with
remsmude  crencsdes from
d scarded be~ and C-ratinn
cans  <atchsl charge<  and
RPGs, assaulted the brudee
gusrded by ‘wo sguads from
the wcond platoon of C Co..
tst Bn., 200h Inf, 11th Inf
Bde.
Ewnemy Blasts Bunker

*{ was slesping on top of
the bunker when all hell
broks loose” <aid SP4 Roger
Veyles  «Planview. Texas),
“About  twen'y homemade
renad>« were thrown on top
«f our tunk>r”

After  get: ne  insde  the
rranker the " Svkes Regulars™
then were bt by RPGs.

“The ek s 2nd gronades
Sarted both ns de and out-

wde of the bunker on fre
o we Ifft and ran under the
brewe whers U was harder
far e caqers 10 see s
< & Rosoling  Pizzillo
‘North Arlingten, NJ.y, a
~quad ieader.

Cav. To Rescue

Fight'ng continued until
the 2nd plt. of C Co arrived
on the APCs onf E Trp. ist
Cav  The wounded were
evacuated and the remaining
men  were  resupplied with
amma,

For the rest of the night,
gun and flare ships of the
174th Asit. Hel Co provided
the men on the bridge with
Jlum'nrtisn and protection.

“All the men Kkept calm
thraughcut the { ght and they
ail helped rurn away a well
rlanned NVA attack.” sawi
SGT J:hn Wrgley i Decatur
Ut "he weamens <qual leader
cf the plure n r11th 10

198th Braves Barrage,:
Drives VC From Hiding

LZ GATOR-Elements of the 195th Inf. Bde. '«
Sth Bn., 46th Inf. cordoned off a tinv hamlet west of
the Batangan Perunsula recently and kiled 15 VC
using the hamlet as a fircbase and hideour.

After Yearning of cnemy presence B Co., 5-46
vonducted a combtat assault of the area, meeling

Discover Enemy
Basecamp With
Big Arms Cache

LZ. PROFESSIONAL—AnR
et mated  NVA  battalion
basecamp, contaminge a huge
muni¢ rns cache. wrs found
by a company of the 1st Bn..
46th Inl. three miles from LZ
Profess onal

A Cu. A vered the base-
camp  itust hours alter the
encmy had (led, leaving be-
hind the cache of more than
320 rowunds of 82 and 60 mm
mariars. twn mortar tubes,
two  claymore mines, three
rifles. and over 15.000 rouawis
of <mall arms ammaunition.

“They doparted in such »
hurry they left behind three
cemme-c 2] rad’os.” said ILT
Ron  Piggee (Gary. Ind).
whose Ist platoen was the
first un‘t in‘o the basecamp.
“Some of the camplires were
stil warm.”

The basecamp was  un-
covered only hours atter the
start of a combined US.-
South Vietnamese swecp 20
miles southwest of Tam Ky
simed »t clearing the enemy
from ruexed terrain around
LZ Professicnal.

The camp included three
tarwe hwis and huge cave
conta'nng the munitions. It
was embedded in a2 large
rock ormplex covered with
triple camopy jungle. hiding
the camp from the <ky.

Although no enemy casual-
t'es were <ustaned, the
19%th  Bde coldiers  have
taken a home »way (rom
Charlie. 198k 1O

Page &

heavy  autamate  weapons
fire as they cisxd on the
hamlet

A« darkness began to fali
fcur combat asssult vehicles
of H Trp. 17th Cav were
d spatched frem LZ Minute.
man on the nearby Batangan
Peninrula along with third

chock their sightings.
South Vietnamese Forces In the mountains s-uthwest of Chu Lai
Barnett, DIVARTY)

Big Mouth

Combat In Review

The towering mouth of a 175mm seif-propeltied gun gets ready to speak as “Gun Bunnies™
The blg xun of A Btry. Srd Ba, 18th Arty., swpporty dhvision asd

(PRato by SPS AL

platoon of A Co. to assist in
the cordon

Blast Enemy With Grenades

Sporadic  fire from the
village continued through the
night. As dawn broke, the
brigade’s PSYOP team drop-
ped icaflets urging the enemy
to surrender

Socn 2fier the infanirymen
swept through the hamliet
destroying the fortfied hunk.
e and a tunnel complex 700
meters long,

The VC killed were believ-
ed 1o ke part of a local force
battal’cn  which has long
cluded alled widers m the
area wrst of the Penmsula.
1198th 10}

catch the

dawn  throughout
\ietnamese villages in  the
vicanity

Naivy Enemy

Movonz hefore sunrice the
first plateen of C Co was on
patral T4 miles northwest of
Term Ky when the point
squant heard loud talking in
a hooteh area to the front

Platvon levder 1LT James
Gerden Columbia, S.Co
mined h'c men forward in an

Phuoc

AWOL Enemy Doc Tries Own Medicine

LZ ROSS--The NVA doctar prescribed 2
Ch.cem grenade as a death device (or a per-
sstent 196th Inf. Bde scidier recently. In.
stead, the G gav the doe lethal medicine.

Action started when 2 patrol of C Ce,
2d Bn, I<t Inl mrved on 3 search and clear
m'ss'on up 8 meuntain slope in an NVA-
infested arca 25 mles northwest of Tam Ky.

Intelligenze renorts indicated a  heavy
concentration of XVA on the mountain top.

Surprise NYVA

The patrol had run out of trail and point-
man SP4 Douglas Chappell (Wampom. Pa)
was lcok ng for a new route when he spotted
an NVA at the crest of a ridge. Chappell
weunded the man who di<appeared” into the
tanzie of brush amd rocks.

Ears cocked fnr the «lightest sound.
Chappell nched through the brush ahead of
the patrol. A (aint blood trail glistened on
the candy soil.

Survives Grenade

A smoking Chicom grenade suddenly
bcunced at the pointman’s feet and exploded
hardly a meter away. Chappell was scratch-
ed by the laulty prenade, hut his quarry
warn't as fortunate when Chappell fired back.

A scarch of the hody produced documents
show ng the enemy soldier had been an NVA
denter with averdue orders fo report to a
new unit n another area

" He had wated twa days too long.  ¢196th
100

SOUTHERN CROSS

196th Silences Loud NVA

LZ CENTER — An. tons 3
early-morning patrol de-
signed to
enemy off guard found
three NV A alert but un-
able to cppe with gren-
ade-throwing “Chargers”
of the 196th Inf. Bde.

After several dass of n.
tense enemy contact in the
NVA-infested Tien
area. the 3d Bn. 21st Inf
began <carch and ¢lear apera-

attempt o <eal Ul escape
routes Withn 15 meters of
the building, he maneuvered
his men to strategic Incatinns

“In second’, we were weli
positioned when bullets sud-
denly  tore  through thek
grass all around us” said
1LT Gordon.

After returning fire, the
“Chargers” began throwing
grenades.  Several  landed
cluse to the doorwasy and.
when all exploded. enem:
fire ceased

Close Fee Kill

The platoon closed in
carefully I was several feet
away when I spotted an
enemy soldier staggering to
the {ront of the hootch,” said
SGT Chester S{mphayd
iLufkin, Texas!.

The dazed NVA had no
weapon and was seized im-
mediately. Other men search-
ed the hootch and found
two NVA dead of prenade
wounls.

Three automatx weapons
and web gear were captured,
and the NVA was evacuated
for interrugatinn, making the

“Gimlets”  early  morning
efforts pay off.  (196th 10!
May 28, 1969
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