
- -t'P"'.;) Assoult Bridge, 
Repulsed by nth, APes 

IJlT PliO .\n ."\. A '"P­
Ilf'r .. quad ',Jf)t'k'r ("O\'(lr or 
_hu k~... :lnri JJmtf'('tf'd b\' 
... n S\'A c.t'IUt·u1 of ~n.~~. 
dUIH'k. fi hr ,i'\l'C" 95. C"'n~ m It 
null" 'f ~:'t 11'J~llh 

Ttl'" "'lUi'; ",rmu" with 
h{'o)"'m;.dp ~rt'n';fk~ from 
rl s:arftrti tx-- an1 C-f;thon 

("aAs. <at til-I rhar'!€,,< and 
RPG$. .1<-~uhrrl ltv' hrlogr 
ICUartWO b\ .... ~j !i"quads from 
• .,.. _ond pla'"on 01 C Co .. 
1 .. Bn. :!O'h Inl. I1lh Inl. 
BM. 

.. .........,. 1\1 .... Bunk ... 
·'1 ...... Ie,,;ng on lop 01 

lh~ bun!..r .. i!<>n all .,..11 
brok. 1oo!I." <a'd SP4 Roc .. 
VC) If'S ,Plamvw.\l", Tpxa.~'. 

··Abou' t .... n·)" bom(m.~ 
a( ,-.n.ad ~ .'( r(l f hro",-'ll on top 
d nur bunk 'r .. 

Ant''" l;'(I!! 'U! ;n".~ thp 
t"'Jnk<"r fhe S,kt3 Rf'2:ula~" 
lhf'n \\f'!~ h t b\ p.PG~. 

"" hI"" ':'1 (. k:,'." ;"<nl1 ~r _'naof"'. 
.ldrt<",<1 both .n;;, Ii,. :mn ()u1~ 

""f'I .. ~.{ Ihf' hunkl"f un r rf' 
"4" ...... !,.r, lOti r .. n untk-r In,. 

tlr f"t:1.:f" "hp,,, 1 \4, a:-. hardft.r 
for Ihtro "n.J .... "' to '"'"' us:" 
<'.61£1 i R01.Olinc: P"udlo 
• :-';orth Arl;",tc.n. NJ... a 
<quac1 ' .. ""r, 

Ca,'. Tn Rf'N"\Ie 
';ght·na conlinu~d until 

''''' 2nd pit. (II C Co arriwd 
en t"" APC, "I E Trp.. Is. 
Cay n... _undtod _ .... 
r\'acuatE'd and the ~m.ining 
mf'n ,,"f'f"(' r~~uppliN wah 

ammo. iil~~~~~ 

198th Braves Barrage, ~~~ 
Drives VC From Hiding 

LZ. GATOR-Elements of the l%th lnf. 8de:< ~. 
:'>Ih Bn .. 46lh Inf cordont'd off a tin'· haIT.'et w('sl of 
the Batang-an Penmsula t(,("pnlly and kllll'd 15 \T 
using the hamlet as a firl'ba,;" nnd hidroul. 

Aftt'r warning of ('nl'my pncsC';1CE' B Co.. 5--46 
.:onduct~ a rotnb'l a'''~1U1t of the art'a, tnt'etinl,: 

hf"3vy aU'''m3f)t' 'I,'fap<',n" 
1;r1' a$ Ih"~ dOll~ on I"" 
hamlet Big Mouth 

Discover Enemy 
Basecamp With 
8ig Arms Cache 

L7. PROn:SSIOSAL-An 
""t m~l<'<1 S\' A batt.loon 

A~ d~rknf'~5. bte'al' to raU 
f<ur ,..-,mhat .ssault ,""hiet ... 
of H Trp., 17'h Ca, wert 
d .pa.chM frem 12 M;nule­
man on thf' Marby Batan-c:an 
Penin,.ula along "'ith third 
plaloon 01 A Co. '0 ... '., in 
Ih" cordon 

Thf" to.-f'MD.&' moutb 0' a nSmm '-"1t-propt"Uf'd I"Uft R't'ts fC"ady to ' ....... a'li "GUll BUfln\n,­

tb.,..k lh .... s1chttnp. "... bI« pn 0' ., BIr~·. Srd Bn. lIlh .'rty .• '''PI''>rh dhl.i •• .­
$nulh "I,'allll_ For ...... I" th., ",ounlatn •• "ulhwKI of C1Iu 1.&1. ,""'to by !On .,.c. 
810 ... ,11. on' ARTY) 

biaqca:np. ('cntalftinl! a hugr 
muni~ 'rn't Clf'M. "';"So found 
by II C<'ITll'an," 01 In.. hi Bn .. 
46th 'nl. 'hr ... mil .. Ir<'ln 12 
Prot ... ~· onal 

A Co. <'I ",,-,'ertd t"" ba~· 
C'nmp iu~t hours a(tt'f Hw 
...... m)· had IIt'<1. ""''''nl: bt­
bind the ~3C"" of mort Ihan 
320 mund. or 82 and 60 mm 
mortn"" h\"'O mortar h,lbes, 
two C'tarmo~ mt~. t""",, 
rir"",. 3nd o,·er 15.000 :oun<1< 
o( ",man flnn..~ ftmmunitioft.. 

'11>«y tkpa ... ~ in .ud\ a 
hUrTY .~~. l~fl bthind Ih ..... 
("(.In"",-r·1 r,,,r os:' ""id ILT 
Ron P;<:R"" 'Ga,,·. Ind I. 
... _ 1st platoon ..... ..,.. 
1'"1 un;t in'o 1M ba~amp. 
.• Som<t> of In.. c.ompn .... .. ert 
.till .. ann." 

11w ba~amp Wa$ un· 
CO\..,""" only hour, A{Ier the 
start 0( a comb;""" U.S.­
South Vielna_ ... -.cp 20 
mile<l lIOuth"'HI or Tam Kl 
.i.......! .. I clearing I"" ent'm). 
lrom ru",,,,~ lerrain around 
12 Prot .... ;"".I. 

T1I't camp "",1U<k-d Ih ..... 1..... hU1< and huge cave 
"""'a'n'mt 1M munitions. It 
... "" .. mbedflrd in • Iarp! 
roc-Ic ~" c.>v..re<1 wilh 
Ir'''''' ('ano",' junltl... hid!", 
,'''' .. amp I......" t"" ~k)'. 

Atthoul;h no en..-my casual· 
ff'$ w!'no <tusta'ned. ttwo 
19.'lth Bdt' ,oldIe,,, ha,· .. 
t~k"n a hom~ ~wal lrom 
Ooarl". 'l!l!!'h 10. 

Blast Enemy With Grenades 
Sporadic rir" lrom I .... 

,·illag. ""ntinuRl Ihrous:h , .... 
n;ghl. As da .... n broil.. I"" 
bMu""', PSYOP Ift:n drol>­
pM leane" urg;n!: I"" ~nt>my 
to sUITf'nde-r 

196th Silences Loud NVA 
LZ CE:'olTER An tlon~ 31 rlaJ"'-" thn:Al~h()ut 

\~'e'nameSf' \<11,",£<"", tn the 
\-;('lnlty Soc .. ,'Ier t.,.. infan',,·_n 

'''''pl through • .,.. haml~1 
de<lro; -ng th<> ror .. liI!d hunk­
....,. and a I unMI complt'x 700 
ml'tr", long. 

The \'C 11111<'<1 "er~ btliev. 

early-morning patrol de­
signed to catch the 
enemy off guard found 
three :-;V A alert but un. 
able to C;lpe \lith gren· 
ade-throwing "Chargers" 
of the 196th Inr. We. 

X.,i,,,- f.:lJEtmy 

~1(1\*·n~ hl!'fC'rf' ~unrl<,e thl! 
f,r:,' 'C13'(.~n of C Cn wa~ on 
patrl"ll 71..: mll~ north\4f';;;.t of 
T.m f\~ ,. hen the poinl 
squall heard I"ud talking in 
a l\oot('>h lrf'a to the fmnt 

M 10 ht> part 01 • 1.,.111 lon:'t' 
ball.'-'.n whirh has I<>ng 
(Iud"'" .ll rd .... 1" e .. m I"" 
ar£a wr~f or tht- Pl!'n.~ula. 
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Aflrr 5e'Vf'ral da}s of In. 

1rn.s.e (One-my aII'ItaC't in tht 
NV A·inlest~ TWn PhuO( 
area. Ih" 3d Bn. 21st InC 
btgan «~r{'h am cle:lr npreraT 

Pla11'o()n l""rl~r lLT Jame!' 
G~.rtf{..n IC,,:u:nhta. S.C., 
m~:\E"rl h·~ men f .... "'·;ud !n an 

AWOL Enemy Doc Tries Own Medicine 
12 ROSS-"... N\'A doct"r I"""",;btd a 

("h,ttm ~rpn"rt .. a~ 3 tkoath tW\'i~ for a per~ 
,;"Ienl 196th Inf. ~ soldier ......,..nlly_ In. 
<1c3d. lhl." GI g.,., '''r de'<" lethal medici .... 

A<lion starlM "'Mn a palrol 01 C Co .. 
2d Bn. 1<1 Inl mr,,·M en a ""Arch and cJt.ar 
m'ss'on up • m~untain slope in an ':-lVA~ 
inr",ted area 25 m''''' nort .... ·.,..t 01 Tam K),. 

IDtf'lIig~nce rf'POr1$ mdicate<t ,. heavy 
~ntralion of ~'?A on tbe> molintaln top, 

Surprlw Sl" A 
Th<!' patrol had run oul 01 trail and point. 

Man SP4 Dou~las Ch~p""U IWampom, Pa , 
was tcok'ng for a nN' route whEon ~ !'poltf>'Ci 
an NVA .t the crost 01 a rid!:". Ooa""",U 
..... cunded the man who d;'tappt'art'd" :n10 t~ 
tan~le or bru.h and rock~. 

Ear~ cockf'd for ch,. <lij;!hlrs1 !'ound. 
Cbap",,11 nch ... d lhrrn,~h the oru<h ah"ad of 
,'''' patrol A Illinl bloorl trll,l ~1i.tenM on 
lh< .andy "".1. 

Sun'h",.. Grftla. 
A smoking Cbirom grenade ~uddeonly 

bcun"'" al Ihe po.ntman·s loet and uploded 
hardly a mel"r awa)'. Ooapfl"11 ",·a. ""ratch· 
"" by I"" raull)' t!renadt'. hut hi. quarry 
... .,n·t as lortun31e when OosPfl"1I (irM ba..-k. 

A seatch I'lr the hody prod""", document. 
~h(.,"· ng the enemy ~olttit-r h"d bN!n an SVA 
rl<,,'tcr wi1h owrdur f)rders to ",por1 to • 
n~"': unit 'n ano'nrf art-a, 

• H. had waIted ''''0 <'Ia,... too lon(. '196lh 
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SOvrHERN CROSS 

attc:npt ttl ~al "Jj ~capp 

rout~ \\·)~b n 15 mt"lCr5 of 
'M build.", • .,.. mar.~uv .. rt'<1 
his rl'M"n t() <trat"g.(' 10('1' inn!;' 

urn W'('OM~, "'e "fN? ,,'~n 
~it,onM .. ~n buHftl' sud· 
denl)· to.... through HlIck 
grass all around \l.t;,." said 
ILT Gordon. 

Afteor re1uming (irf. th .. 
"Charters" ""'an thr""''''1! 
grt'na.ws. Sor\;eral land~d cl..,.., 10 t.,.. doorway and. 
wht>n all .. xplo<:jro. ellf'm) 
fire ceased 

<1""" F ... lUll 
The pIa! """ cI<>!>t'd in 

eare(uU\' "I "tIS $,('\'eral fe-el 
awa~' ,. h~n I spotttd an 
enemy soldier l1al:gering to 
I"" rront of t"" hootch:' ... i~ 
SGT Chesler S1;'.ph.r~ 
• Lurkin, T .. ~ .... 

n... dued !\tV A had no 
weapon and w., seiztd im­
nlflliately. Ol""r m.on "",arch. 
~ t"" hootch and roun~ 
two NV A dead .. f,rtnarn. 

ThrH 3u1omahc .·eapons 
and .... eb Itear w ... caplurM, 
and the ~VA .... .0. ""acu.IM 
for intf:lrr(lff3:til)n. malung the 
'"Giml..-tfo,'· ~arly m()rntn~ 

"flort. 1"', Mr. "96lh 10' 

May 2S, 1969 


