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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Partly eloudy Satur—
day with 1little change,
Winds variable at 5-1Q
knots per hour, High
Saturday 95. Low Satur—
night 73,
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL~-IO) — Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa'!s enemy body eount sur—
ged ever the 7,000 mark yesterday as Am-
erieal Forces killed 137 Viet Cong and
captured 2 8 weapons in heavy fighting
approximately 25 miles northwest of Chu
lai, Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. which
began as two separate offensives in the
éarly fall were combined on Nov, "11,
1967. Americal forces are conducting
the operation in the northern part of
Quang Tin Province and the southern per-
tion of Quang Nam Province, As of yes-
terday 3,335 NVA soldiers .and 3,806 Viet
Cong have been killed, There have been
1,089 individual weapons and 238 crew-
served wezpons ecaptured, Americal
forces have suffered 521 soldiers kill~
ed in the six month old offensive, !

Besides the 137 Viet Cong killed by
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa forces yester—
day another Americal element reported
three VC kills, - Nineteen infantrymen
were wounded and ‘evacuated as a result
of yesterday's fighting. .

The village of : Ap Bon (1) approxi-
mately three miles northeast of 1LZ Baldy
was the scene of heavy fighting yester-

weapons were captured, ‘The opposing
forces consisted of a heavily, armed: and
well dug-in fortified epemy 'force and
elements of the lst Battalion, » 6th In-
fantry and supporting APCs from "F®
Troop, 17th Cavalry, ;

The time was mid-afternoon and "Char—
lien was ready to spring his surprise
gmbush. - As elements of the 1lst Battal-
ion, 6th Infantry entered the village on
& cordon and search operation, the main
force VC unit opened up with small arms
Tire and grenades, The action sharpensd
&8 the’ enemy poured in RPG and heavy ma-
chine gun fire, The Americal forces re-
acted quickly and effectively and fought
the enemy until 7:30 p.me when contact
broke, The APCs from "F" Troop, 17th
Cavalry using their superior firepower
killed 50 of the enemy, A platoon of
the 1st Battalion, 6th. Infantry led by
2LT Richard A, Arrinéton had acecounted
for L5 of the kills and a reconnaissance
element of the "Regulars" led by 2LT
Thomas Bradbury had recorded 17 kills,
The 14 crew-served weapons captured in-
cluded nine RPGs, one RPD, one Chicom

machine gun and three.recoilless rifles, .

The 12 individual weapons were  sgix

AK-47s, four rifles, one SKS and an M-1--—

carbine,

Flsewhere in the 196th area of Oper-
ation Wheeler/Wallowa, "Charger" ele-
ments killed 10 enemy soldiers and de-
tained 11 suspects,

A company of the 1st Battalion, 6th
Infentry commanded- by CPT Robert D,
Leinen, Sr. (Auburn, N,Y.) killed one VC
in a tunnel, The tunnel contained twa
M-26 hand grenades, one Chicom hand gre~
nade, one 60mm mortar base plate and an
NVA shirt, The company also detained
six suspects, "F'¥ Troop, 17th Cavalry
operating in the same area killed two
VC, captured one K-44 and detained four
suspects, -

In other action yesterday a recon-
naissance platoon of the 3d Battalian,

2lst Infantry found a small enemy commu- ‘

nications cache hidden in a hut, One
RPG rocket launcher and 500 rounds of
linked 7.62 ammunition
covered in the hut, . ’

A company of the Ath .Battalion, . .
31st Infantry commanded by CPT Daniel R, '’

. : _ -Mellon (Fairbanks
day in which 112 VC were killed and-26. -~ ( ;

Alaska) killed two
more VC from an ambush site, Another
company of - the battalion led by CPT
Larry R, Byers (Des Moines, Wash) found
the body of a VC killed by artillery,

A gunship from "“C" Troop, 7th
Squadron, 17th Cavalry killed one Ve
while flying in general support of ' the
196th ground elements,

A reconnaissance platoon of the lst -

Battalion, 20th Infantry killed one VC
carrying a gas mask, a VC pack and some
documents, Another company . of the
"Syke's Regulars" detained one suspect
who was evacuated for.questioning,

In other Operation Wheeler/Wallowa
action Americalts 1lst Squadron, lst Cav-
alry and supporting gunships met scat-
tered enemy resistance yesterday in an
area seven miles northeast of Thang Binh
where 111 VC were killed Wednesday, Yes-
terday the 1st Cavalry units and gun~
ships from "C" Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th
Cavalry killed 15 VC as they continued

operations in the area, i

wore also dis- |

o d - —
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Naval gunfire and air strikes were’ .

called in on
Wednesday night., Yesterday morning the
Americal forees went in te police the

battlefield and began a s.ceping opera=

(Continued Page 2 Column 1)

suspected enemy locations -
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tion to the north and east, | Throughout
the day sniper end light small arms fire
was reportcd. By dusk the 1st Cavalry
units had recorded three VC kills, "GV
Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry gun-
ships were responsivle for 12 .of the
day's enemy body ccunt asthey flew close
support and screening missions to back
- up the ground units.
~ Three VC -were Kkilled yesterday by
Americnl's 11th Brigade in action in
Operation Muscatine and in the Due Pho
crea, The "Jungle Warriors", alo de-
tained four suspects for questioning.

A "Shrrk®" gunship from the 174th
Aviation Compony killed an enemy soldier

10mﬂiumg;\ﬂr
?s‘spunt on modXCal

cere for dogs.

It says so

right hcere,

in the morning while flying support for
& combat assault four miles north . of

Quang Ngei, The VC was carrying a pack,
an M-26 hend grennde, and documents.

$120 million a yeer

The brigade'!s * command and control
ship was responsible for a VO kil: in
e afternoon 10 miles southeast ot
Guzng Ngni, The aircraft went into evn-
curte tho enemy soldier who appearced to
bo woundcd. As the 'helicopter touched
dovm, the soldier huried a grenade wiich
trunced off the sidé of -the. alrcraft and
killed the VG,

=L Y0 dGLJARue led a unit ¢ af the 11th

" Brigrde to o weapons cache,  Whon he op- V|

ened the  entrance to the cnache, an ex-
plosion plosion occurred, killing him.

A cemmny from Task Force  Barker
found and destroycd eight hand grenddes
and a 60mm mortar round during  opera-
tions 11 miles northeast o Quang Ngai.

Light enemy activity was reported
yesterday in  Americel's 198th Brignde

area near Chu Lai and no eneiny  were.

killed,

Civic action soldiers end medics of -~

the "Diave and Bold" Brigade treated 558
Vietnamese . in area medicel visits yes-
terdoy, '
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