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Partly oloudy Satur­
day with little change. 
Winds variable at 5-ln 
knots per hour. High 
Saturday 95. Low Satur­
night 73. 

_ .. -- ...... _-

COO LAI (AMEIUCAL-IO) - Operation The 12 individual "/eapona were six 
Wheeler/Wallowa IS enell\Y body count sur- AK-47s, four rifles, one SKS and an M-l- -,-, 
ged ever the 7,000 mark yesterday as Am- carbine~ 
erical Forces killed 137 Viet Cong and Elsewhere in the 196th area of Oper-
captured 28 weapons in heavy fighting ation Wheeler/Wallowa, II Charger" ele-
approximately 25 miles northwest of Chu ments killed 10 enell\Y soldiers and da-
lai. Operation Wheeler/Wallowa which tained 11 suspects. 
began as two separate offensives in the A company of the 1st Battalion, 6th 
early fall were combined on Nov. '11, Infantry commanded' by CPT Robert D. 
J.967. Americal forcea are conducting Leinen, Sr. (Auburn, N.Y.) killed one VC 
the operation in the northern part of in a tunnel. The tunnel contained twn 
Quang Tin Province and the southern p&1'- l-f-26 hand grenades, one Chicom hand gre-
tion of Quang Nam Province. As of yes- nade, one 60rrm mortar base plate and an 
terday 3,335 NYA soldiers ,and 3,806, Viet NYA shirt. The company also detained 
Cong have been killed. There have' been six suspects. II Fit Troop, 17th Cavalry 
1,089 individual weapons and 238 crew- operating in the same area killed two 
served wer.pons captur,ed. Amerieal VC, captured one K-:44 and detained four 
forces have suffered 521 soldiers kill- suspects. ' 
ed in the six month old offensive. I In other action yesterday a recon-

Besides the 137 Viet Cong killed by naissance platoon of the 3d Battalian, 
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa forces yester- 21st Infantry found a small ene~ commu-
day another Americal element reported nications cache hidden in a hut. One 
three VC kills. tJineteen infantrymen RPG rocket launcher and 500 rounds of 
were \-founded and evacuated as a result linkcd 7.62 all1llunitjon l'rcre also dis-
of yesterdayts fighting. , covered in the hut. , 

The Village of ; Ap Bon (1) approxi- A company of the 4th.' ~att~lion~ ;""'/J 
mat ely three miles northeast of 1,4: BfJldy 31st Infa,ntry commanded by CPT Damel R.~./ 
was the scene of heavy fighting ye8t8r- ,Mellon (Fairbanks, Alaska) killed two 
day in which 112 VC were killed an'd, 26 'more VC from an ambush site. Another 
weapons were captured. ',The oppostng company of,the battalion led by CPT 
forces consisted of a heavily,! at'JIlnti ", and Lnrry R. Byers (Dos Moines, \'1ash) found 
well dug-in' fortified enell\Y 'force und the body of a VC killed by artillery. 
elements of the 1st Battalion, ! 6th In- A . gunahip from "C" Troop, 7th 
fantry and supporting APcs from "l"" Squadron, 17th Cavalry killed one VC 
Troop, 17th Cavalry. while flying in general support of the 

The time was mid-afternoon and "Char- 196th ground elements. 
lie" was,ready to spring his surpr.ise "'--'A reconnaissance platoon of the 1st 
ambush. ,:As elements of the 1st Battal- B~ttaiion, 20th Infantry killed one VC 
ion, 6th Infantry entered the village on carrying a gas mask, a VC pack and some 
e. cordon and search operation, the main documents. Another company., Clf the 
torce VGunit opened up with small arms "Syke1 s Regulars" detained one suspect 
fire and grenades. The action shar~ who was evacuated for,questioning. 
a's the enemy-poured-iri RR'rand heaVy ma- In other Operation Wheeler/Wallowa 
~hine gun fire; The Americal forces re- action Americalls 1st Squadron, 1st Cav-
acted quickly and effectively and fought alry and supporting gunships met scat-
the enemy until 7:30 p.m. when contact tered enem.y resistance yesterday in an 
broke. The APCs from "F" Troop, 17th area. seven ndles northeast of Thang Binh 
Cavalry usirig their superior firepo'\'ler where 111 VC were killed \vednesday. Yes-
killed 50 of the enemy.' A. platoon 'of terday the 1st Cavalry units and gun-
the 1st Batt~lion, 6th, Infantry led by ships from "c" Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th 
2LT Richard A. Arrin~on had accounted Cavalry k~led 15 VC as the,y continued 
for 45 of the kills .and a reconnaissance operations in the area.: .:, 
element of the "Rygularslt led by 2LT Naval gunfire and air strikes were'" 
Thomas BradbUry ha'd recorded 17 kills. called in on suspected enemy locations 
The 14 crew-served weapons ca'ptured in- Wednesday night. Yesterday morning the 
cluded nine RPGs, one RPD, one Chicom Americal forces went in to police the 
machine gun and three, rpcoilless rifles. . battlefield and began a s-.. ceping opera-' 
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tion to the north and east.. ,Throughout 
thu day sniper end light smnil ~rms 'fire 
was reported. By dusk thu 1st C~valry 
illlits h['.d recorded three VC kills. "C" 
Troop I 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry. gun­
ships were responsib 13 for 12· of the 
d~y's enemy body CClli~t ~sthey flew close 
support ~nd screening missions to b!\Ck 
up the ground un:lts. 

,,4 ,. 

. Three VC -WE::::'a ldlled Y6s"terdl1Y hy 
Americrtl's 11 th Brigade in nctior. in 
Operntion lfuscC'.tinc and in the Doc Fho 
area, The IIJilllgl c Wo.rriors" ~. a.l!D de­
tain~d four suspects for questioning. 

A "Sht'.rk" glIDship from the) 74th 
Avi::lti.on Compony Idlled an enemy soldier 
in the morning ,"hile flying support for 
c. cl);Jlbnt assault four miles north. of 
Qu~ng Ngei. The VC was' carrying 0. p~ck~ 
nn M-26 hend grE:!nnde, :-md documents. 

Th.:J brign.defs· conmllnd llnd control 
Ehip w::'.s rusponsiole for a VC kil\ in 
t!le n.ftornoon 10 miles southoast t,( 

1:;"'Umlg Ngr-.i. Tho aircraft went in to ev::­
cunto tho enemy soldier who appenrcdto 
b~ woilllded. As tho 'helicopter touched 
dOl·m, t~le soldier hurlod a grenade wirlch 

" 

It . says so 
right ht,;;re. 

:' 

$120 million a yael' 
JUST ~tn ])(X;S! 1 

c?unced off .the side of· the. aircraft and ON DooS'{1 :jUST IX¥S! I! I " 
killed the VC. ;, . ".I 

._ - - A SO _detiUnce. red a unit of the 11 th . 1'\ )t -.J.~ :,. 
""-B~Igrde~:to' a ~npt:in13""cach~:Twhon·he op:'!" c.:;:. ~ <;~- J):;-::-:'~! ~,",:-:":~,"~~_L";---~ ~'-

cned the cn~rn?ce to the ?,chu• a,:, ex- 'q ~ ,.~. f _, ,:~' "J 
plosion plos~on occurred, kiJ IJ.ng hm. ..,...... ~_"!_. '"'-. .,-. 

A C(;!;piny from Tr.sk Fo:.~c~ B,"'..rlcer ., - ",\,' l~· ......!..... 
found e.nd destroye;d l3ight h ... md grenades _!~~~_~_.~' ... c...il _~_ I. '::. \' 

nnd a 60mm mortar round during ,00(-:.r8- t: : ,(.) ... 

tions 11 miles northeast ci Qmmg Ng:Li. '. ~:_.t,~!~,. [~ .. ~ .. 
Light enemy activity was reported " .-:::,;.z. 

yesterdny in Am6ricnl t s 19nth Brig:\dc . .. . < 

area near Chu Lai an, d no t.:ncmy \if-.;rL;. ~y do the.v IDClke ' n ")'31" .:ton l~e.L so • 
killed. " ~d::1tY_1 / 

Civic nction soldiers ~nd medics of '"::. ... " l,rYL ;. 
the "I21'nve and Bold" Brignde treeted 558 1,-...J..::}..:' . 

Vietnnmesein are~ medical visits yes- ,'I·· .;jI 
t d tv" .. ----- . r\ ... ,\ ... 
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