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Gunships or F Troop. 81b Cavalry teamed ~p 10 kill is'en . lb' . - ' oi;i ;i~ n SO Id i e r~"" rIO -;l.~pre...:.;;.;·o~=;;:eek:::"c:;i~n'I~{p~hT;to :!-b

Y 

~"H;!:L:':-'E' !!!per~'E~S) ~R------N-O-H--' 

!~~!lIC!!~L-~~!'-.~Y-~-6!~~~~ChULa~i' V~ielnam~~~;r the ...... or the A_oI. In Oper.tion Fredericb Hill. the "Polar Julv 3 t. t 970 
Bean" of ChUM Company,<4th aaUalion. llst Infantry receind 13 '-d . 
Hoi Chanb. 01 wltieh .. bro.",t their lamm •• , EI .. "h .... in S· d f 
OpeTlt!on lronMountainth ... J.n ... Wvrio .... olth.llthlnr.ntry 0 "I,er rescue a fer 
Bri.Mle accounted for J 1 enemy kWcd. 11te IlPtest .etlan oecured 
In Operatlon Gon ... Park .. the "Br." and Bold" of the 198111 

Infantry B .... d. laDled .Iabl enemy .. kIIIe .... d., "'!"'--,...~--~ J 8 11'" I 
OpeTition Frederick HiD durinl Ihe .,eek, Company A rs' . a 0 • b h 

Early in the week Charlie lound 14 c .... 01 ,S I caliber n e 1 nus 
Company. 41h Battalion. 3 hI ammo and 40 batteries .arly in • .~,..,.. 
InhnlIY killed Iwo VC while on Ih. week, By 'FC Guy 'IIotIot' c 
a sw.ep northwe.t 01 Tam Ky, Toward, the end of the ... k CHU LAI (AMEU!.u. 10)-
Laler they received B Hoi the Rocon platoon 01 the 2nd 'erbaps the I •• kled .... ill the, 
C1lanh. 6 of them brouah their Battalion, 1st Infantry located a Di:1'mon is Serpantt.Talamoni ' 
familiu, cache wruch yielded 900 ,10 Santa Anna, Cali(lwbo w'; 

Recon platoon later in the caliber machinecun Tounds. 100 manded for 18 110M in 

;~~:e~~:o!fhu~e~~ de' .;:::tK~~ ~Sn~ ~~b;~6i:m~~':ds. rounds. uno man's land," ' 

ln~~~ ~::e~.ti::~~~O~t T!: lat~~ ~~~:-':c~=aa C~~n~tn~ 
Ky found .... tal enemy each.. (eontin.ed On pa .. 6) 

c~~bined reconnaissance 
m .... on witb F Troop. 8th hoverine a lew feet of! the 
C'Valty9 ARP, in an insertion on ground when the ship wa:s hit by 
• bill 10 milel south of Hier. Duc enemy fire, The rue caused the 
In ,suPPort of Ibe 1961h In anlIY helicopler to .pin in an 
Bnpde. The leMIII area south unconuol1able spiral which 
of Hjep Duc is frequently threw Ser~ant Talamoni ftom 
refe~~. to as uno man', land n the ship onto a ~o, on the 
by Divwon ROldieTS. ground approximately 55 yards 

At the time of the insertion 'way from where the ship finally 
theplanwasfortwohe1icopte~ crashed. After Sergeant 

Col. Richardson 
with the Office of the Assistant 
Vice Chief of Staff in 
Wuhinton. D,C, Born in Chin., 
Colonel Richardson spent a 
previous tour in Vietnam in 
1966~7 when he deployed to 
the Republic with the 9th 
In[antry Division and served as a 
battalion commandet and G~3. 

"iJtluJlla .. , .. A",R,.l'slvto land on the hill Talamoni!til the 101 on the sid. 
... while a numbet of the hill he slid to the botfom 

.;",:. ... l~~ ... :-~-?::;;,J!~::~liIli~~jd:. a . :~ 3~em:~~le~~con.dou' for 
In the of enemy flIe 

By ILT Marlt Tu.ker 
LZ BAYONET (I98th INF 

BDE 10) In I ceremony at LZ 
Bayonet, cotonel WiUi,m 
Richardson, ArUnllon. Va., 
replaced Colonel Joseph G. 
Clemorul IS commandinl officer 
of the 198th InlanlIY Brigade, 
Co~onel Clemons leaves for 
assignment with Plans Division. 
o<puty Chiel of Stalf lor 
Op.ralions. USARPAC. in 
Hawaii. 

Colonel Richardson. 41, joins 
the bripde from an assi&n ment 

, 

A 195 I \!I.duate 01 the U.S, 
Military Academy. Colonel 
Richardson has also served two 
toun: in Korea and several toUB 
in CONUS, including one at 
We_s_L Point. 

[
~ -

I 
I ' :: E re~nt ceremony held at U Ba ' 
I;"': Millo

r
y presenb Colonel Joseph 'Con:=!: MajOr General 

~l5lOn 0 Merit Colonel ' :--n:mons with the 
I conunander or the 1981b Jnran~yemB°!l~ IS the out1loing ngade, 

(Photo by /981b Bde 10) 

commanding 
Vietnam Honor 
~":s by Colonel 
tit t, aUtStant commander 

e 2nd ARVN Division, 

on 

thai Serge.nt 
from the 

ir , arty, infantry 
combine to get 53 ~ 

ILT. Michael Simmont our ni"'t laager .uound S:30 in 
HAWK HILL (196th INF the mornint," Slid First 

10) _ In a rock.throwinl. Lieuten ... ' Drake II. Erby, 
srenade tossin, baUle 23 mile. Milton. Wi ... 2nd platoon ... de .. 
west of Tim Ky, inflntry, ...... he 3rd platoon wa~ pOlnt. 
artUlery and helicopter gunships mUle was second. and the hi 
recently combined to kilt 53 platoon was. dOl,," 
NV A. As the company moved across 

Companies Band C. 1st a smallyassy opening. the point 
Battalion, 46th lnrantry 1 196tb platoon began re~civing rine and 
Infantry Brigade were machinegun rue from a treeline 
conducting search an'd dear to the rronL At the same time 
operations 1n the rugged jungle the lst platoon, which was stiU 
terrain or Biep Due Vaney. in the night laager waiting ror 

"Wc' sent one company to the other platoons to move 
clear the hi3h ground to the across, began receiving heavy 
nQrth and another to dear the mottar and automatic weapon~ 
valley floor," said Major lame", fir~.. ' 
M Hallinan Akron Ohio We spotted some NVA 10 the 
oPerations officer lsi Battalion' woodbne to the north and 
46th Infantry' • opened ur on them," said Stafr 

Company 'B moved out to Sergeant Chartie Hall. 
sweep the vaney noor in the Hookerto";~ N.C., Ist Plat~on 
early morning houfl. and Sergeant. As we were ,bla.<;:ttng 
Immediately became involved in lhem, S?meone also noticed two 
what proved to be the bjgest attempting to S'leak up on our 
fire fight of the day, perimetet. We threw frq,s and 

"We started moving out of (continued on page 6) 



Dust-off crew has its ups 
~~stlard ~!>"!u~f.x . .in '0 Id 600' 

L Z HAW K H ILL "La t' fh· wounded .nd stayed all ·"'1 
(AMERICAL 10) _ The beds are on 10~ ~o:;'e ;:d went:~fh~in with the lriendly unit. m 
unmade and C rations are Gregory removed !h!u' I 0 . Their luck held. None of the 
.stacked deep under the bunks. A ARVNs in the Western D~ ,,00 lnfanlrymen Wefe critically 
biB green dUlty map is stapled in area or operation nea~VfS~n ;:ounded and they Were able to 
one com~r under a light. beleaguered reful~ camp f have the next day on another 

A hehcopter out in front HJep Due "Several run () C ~ppef. "Old 60(f' was 
patch-welded: in several $PO~ made witn'out any smoke S(sI~~ ret!:~Yed later and repaired. 
~?wn . the body where it took smoke) to CUlde Us in .. said WO h ou c~n, pt a good idea of c:!; IS rn&DAed by I dust:off Gr;:gory, • lO"o~tna ~~~o~ ,.~..!.~e:;u~~~cp'v 
Delae:::'::: Ibe W6th Med,cal Smoke ~ould give Ihe NVA said Ipeei.U,t Four Charl~s 
Ofr J t, Da: ang. Warrant an aIming pomt for their mortars Harris MaccJesfield N C 

aJ: J~e~. ames Gre8o~. likt:s to and we. COUldn't give them that m ed ie, M iUion I !b~eii cr:~ 
~hr~!t t!rdY~d 602

o
'iJhe la~~ mr ch :Ime, Sometimes 1 came in submitted by the aircraft 

h b num ets. 600 a ow evel, 100 knots per hour commander after each flight 
as een shot down once Dnce and people on the ground would Private F t a Th . 

WO Gregory became Jts give me hand siiItRais D f Irs altS omas 
c0'!lmander. but it still flies, "But then I fl~w over an ha.y f 0

1 
Canby. Ore .•. 1$ the cr~w 

savIO, the mea of wounded enemy machine.sun when I wu ;n:' ,Ie makes mtnor re.paln 
J96th Infantry Brigade and returning with a load of bet oils n~!'h the

R 
machmery 

South Vietntmest soldiers. wounded. A round hit the hosw.een 
l&-,t.s, ecenUy a 

Like many other unit!, fuselage and we went down H tile bullet burrowed into the 
Gregory's (:fft is on caU 24 The chopper fell into a sm~n rooo~r tf the hChop~e~ about a 
houts a day, Popular Force camp about 24 rom were nvate Day 

•• ~~ cover areas an the way to miles northwest of Tam Ky. cr~?che~ to return fire. , 
Laos. He traced I line on the .. It was like a dead Uick ' That s the sc.co~d tIme the 
m.p Ihlt tool in their fligh, landing," said WO G,egory. No ,~!~~ .. been hll In the ~,:"e 
area. There are three men in the one was hurt. p . e. noted ~n~a(e Day. I rn 
crew-the pilot, a Crew cMefand The crew Unloaded the ,~m8Ht() start slUm, somewhere 
a dusl-off medic. uThe best e ese. 

. ;;~~:ei~~, eYer .. en," insi.13 C 4-31 nets 4 NVA 
. . Wben they leave for an , 

71 Q? That may be his MOS bu I this combat emersency lUI, the c"' .. elrries 
photographer, Staff -J!<' ......... ,... ., " ., kl' only their personal weapons. L By SP4 Gerald Lamb 
La" from the Americal Infonnation Office'mipt;; W'ihwJ'M~~;,;;;S' ~Jr1f~u;,:~: :h~: Ii.';~ ~~:;:r; ".ppiY,element eho,", 
be an II-Bravo a.< he slogs his way through 8 stream near <I "o<ly diTtC~·lhe:', 1961111nlantry Bripde Company, 10 the nightl .. ,er 01. 
D Ph Th ' I' h B Found elemeal \WO ... - A poup of IS NV A 

UC o. e came'''!'''In was on aSStgnroen wit Javo trained five e.ul'I\weet .... O!Y, northwest o.t Tam K we,re h~aded toward Uiep Due 22 mile! 
C~mp3ny, lsi BattalIon, 20th Infanlry, II th Infantry ch~per pilo~ ~~:' r: .Itretehe", t carry"" nee and three 01 their wounded on 
Bngade, (Photo by SSG TIJtI Palmer) medical eY""u_ .. '~ FL Som C Company, 4th Battalion 31 t I I ., 

, ":. ~~:." th~.r0ad east of ~p Due. • s n antry was tn a night laager on 
Part 4 of •• ri.. ;"'. ':', ' , Suddenly a Inp nare went off 

;.'~\.f. silhouetted against the lishl .. said S on, ~e road and we Jaw them 

A R C 's J 0 ann We e $'n' ~e~ - Ol~~ ~·~~Irymen blew ~eir cia peclaUsl Four Kenneth Schr.de" r M--60 machine-gun Ofe from the ~more mineS and opened up with 
, A squad went out t h penmeter. 

By SP4 WiUiam !tayt! viUalers. Picking an open area in .bout Vietna.r.- hdto altd TV NV A and an AK-41 rlflee eck the area and found the bodies of three 
CIIU LAI (AMERICAL 10) - pl.in view 01 the hidinA village"" .nd reading ah_11 Clllllle ('oni "On the way back I~ Ih 

On her fjrs.1 trip away (rom the cUls opened up a few page and edit .. pIps, but I some bushes:' said Speciali teSPhrf~eter we heard a low moaning jn 
home. loann Weesner came I packets. of pre-sweetened wanted to see tIDY.II.n A wounded NVA was fls era er.. . 
long way-halfway around the beverage. powder. She admits * the Red Cross evacuated for treat lent hustle: from hIS hiding place. Before being 
world. After receiving her "We began likin. our fingen offers a nice ~Uae tor girls unit and had asked t~ be't e ~e lied that he had . been in a combat 
bachelor's degree in sociology and dipping them into the who become habnut Doutea' The unit's mission that r~~s erred to become a nee carrier 
from the University of Southern powder, After a few tastes of the trl"el; new p~ lAd "n.iqu~ in the lIir:p Due area and :::t ~d been to resupply enemy forces 
Florida at her home town, !.Inudff. ~'::.ntonguroems wet'h: pulrOpodJe expenence5, f~ somewhere on Nui Chom mo ~,e WOUnded to a hospital locafed 
Tampa. Joann began looking e'" fTl.. "Sure"You ., the 'bennies • un am to the north. 
aroun. d lor more than just ajob, coloring," ,he laughed but Ih~I" part 01 it,l. ,.~ _ .1 I • _~I_--'-I snV--

She found what she was "We kept on eaHng the whe potnts ou ~ ~~... .'." ..,. , 
lookmg for as a DouJhnut Dolly powder, giggling Ind makin, ~ 
for the American Red CrosS. faces at each other~ and before 

"You don't just sign up for a lona, one of the old women of 
joh, but for a way of life for one the village came out of a hut to 
year," she explained, "and I love join our game." 
my job,it'sfanta!itic." More viHIgers timidly 

When Joann talk.s about her approached the lfouP, and 
job, her enthusiasm is evident. within minutes, the whole .ma&e 
Her dialogue is even more was on easy terms with the girls: 
animated than vital. Her eye! in spite of the lansuage harrier, 
grow a little wider than normal When she's out in the area of 
and sparkle just a bit more. operations t"1siting the men 

"I can't believe all that's wherever they are, she often 
happened Slnce I've been in shows up at the nearest mess han 
Vietnam," she admits, around meal time to serve the 

The Americal Division is not soldiers paBing through the Line. 
her fint as\Si~ment. Since she She's apparently appreCiated. 
arrived in country atm05t nine Servin, at meal lime is 
months IgO, !he's worked at sidelight for Joann-:§he doe:§ it 
st'Yeral location!>, enjoying a when she can, but her main job 
variety of experiences and is to gel together with 3 ,roup of 
situations. There's one she men to present a program to 
recalls espe<:ially. enlertain soldiers where they 

"T ... 'o of us were in a work help them relax. The 
Montagnard village in another girls Ihe recreation the 
area, visiting the soldiers men the 

oo,~Y.~!~. ~r_"!.'!.!-,!!!!~ ____ lW .. III/J..1.1l." .. 4AI:":! • ...;wl,, llit 
- 10) -, Inhabitant! of Ihis 4th Battalion, 31st, Inlantry, 

acificalion outpost have 196t.h Infantry Bngade, ~re 
~oticed something fishy in their helr,"g Iheir Vietnamese alhes 

build. r"h hatchery he",. 
;OWe decided on tht hatchery 

because it would add .1 ,ood. 
high~protein food to the diet and 
prov,de a highly marketable 
product," said Fint Lieutena~t 
Michael Donohoe. Alamo, Cah[ 

Staff Sergeant Malcolm 
Johnson, Tillar, Ark" is. in 
charge of setting up the project 
and showing the peopte how to 
operate and maintain It. 

"My father owns a fish 
hatchery, so t have ~een raisins 
fish an my life." sald Sergeant 

JO\~~;~~rst prob'em to be fa~ed 
is build in! a pond and seeunng 
it. 

_'pto there .. U\ adyisory ';:~~~~:~;~~~-!!"iIi'~!::~!-9!:'!;f.ti-.tt;atn. ,We ,, __ pttin. 110111 rW!' . 1 
... u,o,'gt:, oul whenever we turned If her s ··t d 

"We plan to dig. a dual 
purpose dHch from a nearby 
creek to ftU the pond and 
irrigate the ~ce paddies in the 
area," said l1eutenant Donohoe, 

a~ound to look for some of the it's import~~~ ~o ~~fb~~= !nows 
v~allagers .. all we could find was a ban quickl n the 
d ... appeanng form melting into HI y. . 
the .brosh or a pair of e es groove on hfe, and that's 
reeklO~ oul from a doorwa/'or :~I ~ need ~,o pun me ,me Oul of 
corner of a hut:' ~'J umps! she expla1nS. 

'" gues.. .. I was the first blonde ,f you re depressed or down, 
blue--eyed woman they had eve; y.~~tve gO.l .. to take care of it 
seen," rtb" away 

Always willing to make a new Often~ men she '!Ieets ask her 
friend. the girls &ot logether a :bhr ~he s here,. dOing the work 
plan to break the ice with the ~.s Involved with, 
July 31, J 970 Back home. I kef'1 hearing 

This is a to keep your sleel pols on oul in ~he 
bush. It belles your chance of gelling home and o~ ge~ltng 
your pic lure n the Southern Cross and other publlcallons, 

, (Photo by SSG Tim Palmer) 

Sou them Cross 

The people of Son Boa now 
buy their fish at the Que Son 
market about five miles away. 

The "atehery will be stocked 
with Tihpia. a rapid 
reprooocing:. high·prole.in food 
fish common aU over A'ila. 

'"tnitiaHy the no;h they raise 
will be used a.<; " food surrly. 
hut once a surplu"i i .. established! 
they can be sold at the Que S0n 
market," said Johnson 
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Scattered clashes mark weekly action 
(conHnued from page 1) 

which contained 1000 AK.-44 
round, and 4 ClIICOM grenades. 

Soldiers of the 3rd Battalion, 
2 lsI Inlantry killed 18 in brief 
encounters throughout the 

we~~e Recon platoon tallied 
three dead VC when they fLred 
on the enemy II miJes west or 
Tam Ky. . 

Later in the week Recon ag.am 

rn1\ie~~I~ct..~ ... ;:~ .. S:~~~~~ 
The "Professionals" of the I $t 

Battalion, 46th fnfantry kined 
five enemy soJdiers in the thick 
triple canopy jungle southwest 
01 Tam Ky. 

Gunships from F Troop, 8th 
Cavalry killed 12 enemy while 
flying visual reconnaissance 
missions in support of the 
brigade. 

Operation Iron Mountain 
Early in the week Company 

D. 3rd 8attalion, ~~~:dt~ 

the early morning hours while 
working near the Song Tn Khuc 
River northwest of Due Pho. 
L.11er in the day they picked up 
another three VC kiUed with 
day mOre mines. 

The same day element! of the 
4th 8attation~ 21st Infantry 
killed two VC and confiscated 
one AK-47 rme 

Tht n .. t day Company D, I,t 
Battalion. 20th Inflntry eng'eed 
four VC who were spotted by 
the element's Kit Carson Scout. 
In the lollowin, hit and run n", 
fi8ht one of the enemy wu 
killed. The action OCCUlTed in 
the lowlands north of Due Pho. 

In an evening engalement 
with fire VC, Company D. 
accounted for two of the enemy 
killed. Three packs .and rour 
grenades were confiscated in the 
action which occurred in the 
lowlands north of Due Pho. 

Working in the lawland$ 
southeast of Due Pbo. Company 

4th Baltalion, 21st Infantry 

uncovered • .S) caliber four grenades confiscated. 
machinegun. Company B killed one VC in 

Company A. 3rd Ballalion, an early morning en"a~ment 
ist Inlantry and E Troop. 1st with an undetermined size 
Cavalry accounted (Of two VC enemy force. Four of the enemy 
killed while work In, tOicther on were detained in the action 
the Song Tra lhue Ili'fer which OCCUlTed in the lowl.and~ 
northwest of Due Pho. north or Due Pho. 

Company A. 3rd B.ttalion. Company C engaged and 
hi Inlanlry un""",nd • 100Ion killed one VC while work in, in 
rice cache nell' the Sonl Tr. the mountains northwest of Due 
Khue RiYer nortll ... st 01 Due Pho. One pack. lS$orled medical 
Pho, The rice •• 1S found in .55··' supplies, 10 pound, of rice, and 
pUon dnun.·and bisketl in & . NVA canteen, and. knife were 
mlill ville. ~... . , " . confISCated lollowin, the action. 

.. Sh·uU·-u""u\o....,.,.ttll-· , Oporallon G.n .... I'.rk 
Aviation Company lighled ud In an ..... north .. est "I Quan8 
eng.sed two NVA 011 the Sona N,.i. leveral Vietnamese 
Ve River north,,"" of Due Pho. revealed to Delta Company. Itt 
One 01 the e"my .... killed SlttaHon. 6th Infantry the 
when they attempted to ... im location in which two eDemy 
the river the other ended into weapons were concealed, The 
heavy ft;etltion. ~ infantrymen searched the uea to 

Company A. 4th Battalion, find two carbines. 
)rd Infantry u __ • two EI .... h."'. Delta Company. 
and o ... ·half rico ClIche while 5th BattaHon. 46th Inllntry 
work ina near the Song Ve RiftT while maneuvering in the 
northwest of Due ho, The rice mountainous lenain Welt of 
was found in numerous hoocbes~ Quang Npi. lIpotted five NVA 
most of iI in SS pUon dNml e,.ding in the thick vegetation, 
and some in larp bulett. The company swept through the 

Company D 1st BaUlnon, Irta to find a small basecamp 
20th Infantry Iud I heavy day revealing signs of recent activity. 
of action workinJ adjacent to Found. within the complex was 
the South China Sea north 01 one pIStol belt. one CHICO'"' 
Due Pho. The "mMt initi.lly ".nlde t .. o luUy IOlded AK47 
killed one VC and ODe NVA, mapzines, two canteens. 100 
de'ainins two ""'.my soldiers pounds of Pit. SO pound, or rice 
and conrtseltin one AK47. and other mb<:eUaneou. ,itllm .. 

-ty a 'etnam.· ~~IsI""~1 ~~ 1ft N;i. fw": 
element learn '" two VC Vietnamese led Charlie 
were scheduled ttJ.4Irift at his Company. ht Battalion 6th 
ville, The comp-r. .... age~ an~ Inrantry to the location of three 
kiU.d both VC .... the!! KII booby trap, The infantrym.n 
Carson Scout ~ . them searched the area to find and 
approachins. ~~ destroy the munitions. 

Recon en,aged~n to nine Ebcwhere, Delta Company 
man VC squad 1Ij" foothilb received two booby traps rro~ 
west or Due Vietnamese children. The 
fire fight resuJtel", company, maneuvering in an 
killed. two aut area northeast of Quang Ngti. 
one AK-47, destroyed the booby traps.. 

In an area southwest of Chu 
Lai, Alpha Company. 5th 
BattaUon. 46th Infantry, killed 
one NVA as the enemy 
approached their location. 
Captured in the .action were four 
cn lCOM grenades, one 
fragmentation grenade and one 
pair 01 Ikld II .... '. 

On the .. m. day Delta 
Company while maneuvering in 
an area west of Quan8 Npi. 
discovered two freshly dug 
graves. The enemy k.ins \\'ere 
attributed to a previous contact 
01 lhe compAIIY. 

In another action northwest 
or Quang Ngai. Della Company f 
1st Battalion, S2nd Infantry, 
white maneUyelinc in 
mountainous terrain, found one 
NV A body. The kill waS 
attributed to enemy cont.act the 
company experienced the 
previous day. Found near the 
body we,., one AK47. th",. 
funy loaded AK ammunition 
cUp.. two CIIICON grenade •• 
one pair 01 f .. ld gJa"... Ind 
other miscelJaneous items. 

Late in the w~k gunships 
Irom F Troop. 8th Cavalry .-' 
recejved several rounds or sman 
arms nre in an area northwest of 
Quan. N,aL The pilot spotted 
two Viet Con8 wearing black. 
p~amas in a bombed out sheHer 
on the eround below and ,fired 
on the enemy \Vith automatic 
weapons to kill both. 

later. in the .. me eentraJ 
Il"l'a, the pilot observed another 
Viet ConI in a black uniform 

re:~~\~rhj~.a traiJ and opened 

In an area lOutheast of Chu 
Lai, Echo Recon, 1st Battalion 
6th Infantry. while on a toulin~ 
patrol, spotted one Viet Cons: 
moving throu8h sparsely 
~ecetated terrain, The 
m!antrymen engaged the enemy 
With small arms rire 10 kill rum. 

6th collects 53 
(coutinued I) position rrom which an assault 

killed them both on the dU8 in NV A could be 
As the 1st pI rna_d. 

to fue suppre . "We dug in (aster than I ever 
platoon contin h~lagjned it could be done, '. said 

~iJ:::'~~~~~~~j~r.=~!rilP;~i.1~fflfi.1~irni;:;;!~ sniper fLre and' Lieutenant Erby. By this time Fa on -'''_T...., '"nd on spotted the lrd platoon had joined the 
~ U'~me commurtlc wires on 2m' and only the ht platoon 

search.". ror enemy m~r,r()und and them. The remained to cross the open area 
fighting in Hie Duc stoP~J nou2 mporarily Gunships from the 1Ist 

59 t Ta 'am
(l'h°oto bYnSP4 •• Ge,r'uld f..cmkb) .:d=~d~~O'O~~k t~:~ed~;:: ~::;~~:HI?&::;:~~~~::'~ 

t 
ridgeHne in hopes of destroying es n the NVA mortar emplacements. 

( . The Cavalry gunships killed 
contrnued from page J) tt' three ,NV A. Artillery was also 

were taken _to nearby Tien ceb Ing dark. I lay there until pound th 
Phouc fot medIcaJ evacuation a Quf 9:00 P.ITL When I heard posilion whilt 109 e enemy position as 

W h ~ n her e & a i n ~ d rnovement ... some one "'. helicopter \Vas the 1st platoon began fo mOVe 
conSCiOusness Ser talking. It Was the VC .as If the rescue fromtheoldnighlluger. 
Tala"!oni said, "i "'oulgdear~et 'WeSl. They were about 2;,ovm

d
g some chance c ''We moved out by rIte and 

noth b ... ~ from where I yar!l he sajd that 'he movement and spotted the 
Ob 109 UI LOW. (Lishl couldn'! see b:"" bUI they to move 10. I. bunkers." said Serg.anl Hall 

stTVafjon Helicop!ers) firing the foxhole m:lth c~se I w.as In mIles :tone eIght The ensuing b"Ule Was a 
on en,emy Positions. And lover the top," me rocks rccentJayw~y fr~!D he had gren"de·tossing, bunker to 
couldnt se-e an)'one from the Ar arOUnd cemn I Iwostlcks bunker batHe,' as the 
~owned helicopters we were On or h~er the VC left the VIcinity TaJamo dY 1Serseant mrantryl1len moved mto destroy 

thought I ",-ould try to mov~ b 1$ roxhole, he slept untij could OJ kat ."J red that I the NVA 
back to the helicopter to get a a ou~:ve the ne.\t morning"l hours "rna !..- It about 12 As the blUer sfruggJe 
~"'tokf grenade to signal for heJp ~~a;t so~~ck tO

k 
the heljcoPler When asked - . progressed, ahe Isf platoon 

u ~t fh3t time the LOHs were' I sma e grenades My he Was fi 'N ~~~ did when (ound they had expended aU 

l
runnmg out of fuel and had to egs ~ere no use at aU. J Talamonr naU~. ~ Sergeant then hand grenades One squad 
':3;e to rerueL j knew Charlie couldn r Use them. But there w~s God" YJd, Ifjymg to each from the 2nd platoon and 

if ~()me~here Mound so 1 n; smoke whatsoever. If 1 stayed In 1964 Se~ ')amQrii-~;~ua'&'~t~r,fatfe<iH .. ected aU the 
I
"'ho, ~·e~ne65 .~ards to tho e south....... t ere, Charlie would find me 50 I 'e~ e".u an,..,....., ~ ..... 

" mT ° ld ...... mved 55 yards We!:1 so if the wen I r I at ft aid the 1st platoon 
Righ,t away, f ~u~ a 7otxh80elet "me. .LOHs came, they could snot me Benn Th ratnlOr: that W J I h the a r r1 valor W th t> In the area" Ab " he re InUt, payed orf relnrorcemenls and mOTe 
ri hI' a hroken Iert Jeg' and tou r . our 1:30 Iwo .. , Jearned qUite. ew thmlllC,H .renades the "Profe--'ona)s" 

g arm~ Sergeant Talan,on,· s rOm the 1st 8attalion 1st h - ~ ...... 
llrJnt"d with nothin- but " Cavalry, did come. ISerp:~anf e said, "I Can sllYive, I don't continued the assault. 

f~<lyonet draued hun;J( farther !alamo,n!. who stiH had his need Water or rod for a iong "It was a bunker to bunker. 
'('Im Ihe enemy whert" he du l

f
l.!!h(t"f In his rodel built a smalJ lime. I know I canllrvive," hole to hole right." !taid 

foxhnje to conceal himsclf. g a Ire for thf' observa.fjon chonpers Thanks to the ledicalion of Lieutenant Erby. "We would 
Se T to spot They "the tourageou.'Ii ~scue group. toss a grenade into a bunker and 

"I Irgt'ant aiamonj continues an "h saw J( and radioed Sergeant Talamo. is alive and It would come flvjnlll bac" out. 
ay, In the foxhole and I' . elg t man reSCue Hue f J ~ " 

COuldn! see h helicopter, which let the reSCt~~ sa, e and deeply ,...ateful to his So we resorted to firsl throwing 
Page 6 any! ing.,.H Was team down to set up a ddensive fflends of Company D. hl in a rock 10 conruz the enemy 

Squadron, ht Cavdry and then immediately touing in 
Sou lhern Cross 

a grenade, It work.ed:· 
The infantrymen finally 

knocked out the Jast bunker. In 
the zarch or the atea that 
foUowed. they round Ihat there 
had been a total or 14 heavily 
forlirie~ bunkers connected by a 
trcnchhne. Twenty~nine dead 
NV A were counted by the 
Americans 

"Evidently the NV A had 
planned to ambush us as ",'c 
moved out," said Lieutenant 
Erby. "but we moved berare 
they were ready and caught 
1hem flat-footed," 

Company B then moved to 
the hi&h ground and later 
~potled a Jarge number of NV A 
10 the open. A Firehird rrom the 
71 It Assault Helicopter 
C.ompany Was caBed in and 
• m.d 10 01 the enemy. 
. Charlie Company. dearing the 

hIp ground. had received heavy 
ruortar fire the entire ruorning, 
However, the men continued to 
~upport Compan)' 8. As a result 
rour NVA died rrom Charlie 
Company's intenst barra(!.c of 
nfte and machinegun rite 

6t~~01\~~~~Je-~t-ARVN·-- -. 
Di"'ision swept the site or 
~l'1)Wny!JotIt·feJ;on,.!:: ... ~ T,,~~ 
additlonal NVA killed by 
artHtery from Battery C, ~td 
8attalion, 82nd Artillery. 

There were several reasons: for 
the success of the op.eration, but 
one in particular st(){'ld out 

"It was an aU-out dfnrt on 
t"veryon<:<"s part," said Ser(!.t"ant 
Dale Phelps. V.n Neuys. C,lil.. 
Company 8. "It was rea)y 
fantastic how everyone worked 
together," 
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~)\rmy promotio"nsystem outlined 
(continued from page 2) 

knowledse of whac it lakes to be 
a lOad NCO. Most 01 aU, h. 
must be abie to lead other 
people. The specialists in these 
grades "",sl be what th.ir titl. 
says -experts in a technical neW. 

Promotions not intended 
to be made 

for jobs well done, but.uther to 
recolnize the ouutaodin, 
individual who has demonstrated 
thitt be can perform cHee-ti.-ely 
• t the next higher grade level 
and beUer than any other 
individual available. 
maibility lind Selection Criteria 

You say you are in • 

promotable statu!? Good. Now 
let's examine the regulation and 
determine how yoo compare 
asainst the .liaibdity and 
seteeti9n criteria . 

There ate several requirements 
you must meet to be eligible for 
selection for promotion. Some 
of these can be 

waived. The waiver provisions 
are used to permit personnel 
who demonstrate exceptionally 
outstanding pe.rformanc~ and 
high pot.ntial lor I.ad .... hlp or 
increased ability in their field 
the opportunity to be 
considered for rapid promotion, 

There ate no prorilioM for 
.. aive .. to grad. E-I! and E-9. 
Waiver provisions apply 
separately for time in pay Stade 
and time in service. Waiver for 
on. half time in pay pade is 
permissible except for 

) promotion to grade E-8 and E·9; 
maximum waiver for time in 
service is shown below: 
Grade Time in 

Service waivable 
E-7 3 ye.,. 
E-6 2 yean 
E-S 6 months 

CommanderS of units 
stationed in the Republic of 
Vietnam may also promote a 
small number of personnel to 
Uad .. E-4 throu&h E-6 without 
regard to time in grade and time 
in service. The.!e promotions are 
to rEcognize the toldier who has 
demonstrated unusual potential 
and outstanding performance. 
This number cannot exceed 4~ 
01 the authoriz.d E-4 or E-S 
grades and 1'% of the E--6 Ira des. 

E-8 and E·9 must have at least 
8 and 10 years of cumulative 
enlisted st:rivce creditable in the 
CQmputanun or lib OAIIJ\; p.y lOT 

promotion to the Bfldel!! of EAS 
and E-9, .... peetively. Prior 
service u an officer is no! 
creditable for this purpose. 

Time in grade and time in 
service ehgibity requirements for 
promotion to grade E-7 are 
expanded for an indifinite 
period. A soldier is now eligible 
if he has three years in grade. 
This time is not waivable, 

Promotion status; This cannot 
be waived. You are not in a 
promotable status and will not 
be promoted if you are: 

Carried as absent without 
leave, in confin~ment, in 
desertion. absent in the hands of 

civil authrorities, in arrest, or 
sick (not in Hne of duty) on the 
unit moming rEport. 

Awaiting or undergoing 
:re<:!asslfication for inefficiency 
or disciplinary rEasons. Within 
60 da)'s of yolunury retirement 
except thai an indiVIdual who 
hiS occupied a pOSition vacancy 
01 a high.r pay grade for a 
pi!!riod of 90 days or more rna)' 
be promoted one Brade, if 
oth.rwise .liaibl., but not higher 
than E-6. 

Recommendation: You must 
be recommended by the unit 
commander or YOUI IUpllrvi'IQr. 
This cannot be waived. 

Award of MOS Cod.: you 
must b. fully quaUli.d for the 
award of the NOS in which the 
promotion is to be made_ This 
cannot be waived, 

Promotion Qualification 
Score: Not required in the 
Republic of Vietnam. 

Proper pay grade: You must 
be serving in the pay grade next 
beJow that in which promotion 
is to be made. 

Physical Qualification: You 
must be physically. able to 

[igsrm an~1 t~~d~utJ:~ o!h~~~ 
promotion is to be made. This 
may be waived. 

Education: You must have 
completed the eighth grade, or 
the GED equival~nt, for 

~~um~~os~ t!~ye')i h~d~~~i 
diploma, or 'he GED equivalent, 
for promotion to- p:ry grades 
above E~5. nus may be waived. 

Position Vacancy: A position 
vacancy means there is an 
opening withm the promotion 
authority's command in the 
grade and MOS for which you 
are beine considered or there is 
one projected within 60 day!. 

Once you have been able to 
meet all of these requiremenl~. 
wuh waivers if requir~d, you are 
eligiMe for promotion. It is a 
thIS point that your comnunder 
can consider making a 
recommendation, 

Somebody cares af 
Division Finance 

By SGT Chuck M.rdlinski 
FSB BRONCO (II th INF BDE 10) A Division finance offic.r 

with a unique idea has initiated an on-the-spot financial c;.ervice for 
infantrymen in the field. It is a mobile operation that enables the 
combat !Oldier, who normally would have had to wait for a trip to 
the rear, to begin or cancel allotments, alleviate pay problems and 
handle other financial matters, aU in his day Jaager position 

"The man out front is oUr main concern and he's the most 
important person to us," hid Lieulenant Colonel William Cate. the 
Division finance officer. Lut fall lieutenant Colonel Robert Wilson, 
lonner commander of the ht Battalion, 20th Infantry, 11th 
Infantry Brigade, asked Colonel Cate if he could send someone out 
to the field to cash checks and give financial advice. Colonel Cate 
continued, "The only time they could get proper assistance was 
usually once every two months wben they came to the rear for a 
stand-down; then they~d nonnalty let it slide because they'd be more 
co~cer!"ed with relaxing. seeing floor shows and having a few beers, 
which IS natu rat .. 

After his first trip. Colonel Cate decided to start a ftnancial 
assistance program for infantrymen in the field. It began with a two 
brigade test in January and has since spread to every baltalion, fire 
support base and artillery battery in the entlre division. 

The "finance in a suitcase program" has been well accepted in the 

~;~i;~ b~~i ti\~R-Avn:c8P'.w~!'~.~!~ li~.~h!'p~o~r~~.b,e.:a_u .. ~ t~~i! 
rear for help, which keeps up fo){hole strength, saId Colonel Cate. 

", sure was thankful for the help I got when 1 was out in the bush 
near Iron Mountain," s.aid Speciahst Four Willi .. ~ . Brockinglon. 
Richmond Va. "I was shocked when 1 saw the DiVISion Fmance 

•
. Officer get off the chopper. I didn't think a fin~ce orneer of his 

. . rank would come out here." 
...... II' • . .' lilt· . . . . .,.1 _,. • , ·'1 feel that by being in the field pari of the tim and seeln, the 
o . . . . ~:- ~ . , ~ ·I .. ~" end product of things thal we do a~ finance, 1 o:andefect problem 

ur pm-up MISS Lynda White would like t . - 'areas and take corrective action. ~l'l'" 1 haVe ny fmger on the 
elections in September. You may obtain abse 0 remllld you of the ~p-c0i'ng primary puis. of "our "p.,.,;o~.:~d~jk 0., nY.ra! .. ",k. more 
~ederal . Post Card Application (Standard n~ee ball~ts by c.omplelmg an mailiOl! the -·(f~T~ve'm~:.rmu;~ C;:'ur Christ'"" P3}' youcnm . 
mfonnatton on your state's primary consult yon,! 6: reVISed 1968). or further 'someb';,oy <.cr.,' .. conclud.d C~J'n.1 C.r •. "It', nor , 'Io;~'r/ 
July 31, 1970 our unIt vo tlng officer. (lSMC Photo) ... mean itand try to make It sor . 
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