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Frederich Hill, the “Polat
3ist Infantry received 13

brought theis {snsilies. Elsewhers in

Operstion tron Mountsin the “Jungle Warriors™ ef the 11th Infantry

Brigade
in

sccounted for 31 enemy killed. The fightest
Operstion Genevs Park aa the

setion occured
“Brave and Bold” of the 198th

Infantry Brigade tallied eight cnemy killed.

Openation Frederick Hill

Early in the week Charlie
Company, Ath Battalion, 3ist
Infantry killed two VC while on
2 sweep northwest of Tam Ky.
Later they received 13 Hol
Chanh, 6 of them brough their
families.

Recon platoon later in the
week killed four VC in seperate
incidents northwest of Tam Ky,

The 2nd Battalion, st
Infantry operating west of Tam
Xy found scvenal encmy caches

Col. Richardson now_a

By ILT Mark Tucker

LZ BAYONET (198th INF
BDE 10) - In u ceremony at Lz
Bayonet, Colone} William
Richardson, Arungten, Va.,
replaced  Colonel oseph G
Ciemons a5 commanding officer
of the 198th Infantry Brigade.
Colonet  Clemons  leaves for
assignment_with Pians Division,
Deputy ¥ of Staff for
Operstions, USARPAC, in
Hawaii.

Cotone!l Richardson, 41, joins
the brigade from = sssignment

during the week. Company A
found (4 cases of 51 caliber
ammo and 40 batteries early in
the week,

Towards the end of the week
the Recon platoon of the 2nd
Battalion, 1st Infantry located ¢
cache which yielded 900 30
caliber machinegun tounds, 100
51 caliber machinegun rounds,
and 200 7.62mm rounds.

in the same arcx Company D
Iater came across a trench line

{continued on page §)

with the Office of the Assistant
Vice Chief of Staff in
Washinton, D.C. Born in Chins,
Colonel Richardson spent 3
revious  tour in  ¥ietnam in
1966-67 when he deployed to
the Republic with the 9th
Infantry Division and served asa
battalion commander and G-3.
A 1951 graduate of the LER
Military Academy, Colonel
Richardson has also served two
tours in Korea and several tours
in CONUS, including onc at
West_ Point. He attended _the
¢4 . N
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Chu Lai, Vietnam

July 31,1970

By PFC Guy ¥aklet

CHU LAl (AMEIKAL 10) -
Perhape the luckies iman in the ;
Division is Sesgeant L. Tulamoni,
Sants  Anna, Calif{ who wa
stranded for 18 how alons in
Yo man's fand.” B

Sergeant Talam
of D Company, IgSatialion,
1st Cavairy, Aero-Ris Platoon
{ARP), recently partipated in 2

szdim‘ﬁrmy-v SCEege
the Industrial Co
Armed Forces, o
masters  degree {8
Washington Univers]

Colonel Clen
gradusted from th
West Point  class
Vietnam last July

Support Commang
of the Division
Chief of Stafl bef
command ol the

Bold™ brigade lad
Prior to arriving §¥ie
Colonel Clemons
Kores, Germany
several instructor
various CONUS
He also attended
College, the Air

of the
pceived »

{legf Tnteliiged
In  his fare

Colonel Clem

to thank u.eury:e :
Ist Battalion, 6
Professionals’ "

unitry, the
the Sth

Battalion, 46th Ing

h s d
BR“‘?-" Rifier T ihe e
attalion. 52nd fanuy for

their ouw istanding

jooperation
t months 2

Colonel Cimons wakb

(E. Milio

2s2 by Colonel Nguyen Trong
€ 2nd ARVN Division.

;:nq‘;:obinet_ih t;connaissance
" wit Troop, 8th
Cn\tdry, ARP, in an inser‘;ionson
» hilt 10 miles acuth of Hiep Duc
in support of the 196th Inymtry
BnpdAcA The general area south
?e‘ferg‘depx Due i frequenty
o as “no man” "

by Division soldiers. * fand
At the time of the insertion
the p_]m was for two hclicopte{s'
carrying ARPY to land on the hill
simultancousdy while a number

of other wnmg&gg‘;ﬁdu cover., .
e —T YL 23

under a
barrage of small arma fire,
‘c_ncguntcmd difficulties with the
i ail;

osrd,

Air, arty,

Hy tLT, Michael Simmans

LZ HAWK HILL (196th INF
BDE 10) - In a rock-throwing,
grenade tossing battle 23 miles
west of Tam Ky, infastry,
artillery and helicopter gunships
tecently combined to kit 33
NVA.

Companies B and C, Ist
Battslion, 46th Infaniry, 196th
tnfantry Brigade, were
conducting search and clear
operations in the mgged jungle
terrain of Hiep Duc Valiey.

“We sent one company 10
clear the high ground to the
north and another to clear the
valley floor,” said Major James
M. Hallingn, Akron, Ohio,
operatians officer, 1st Battalion,
46th Infantry.

Company B moved out lo
sweep the valley floor in the
early morning hours and
immediately became involved in
what proved to be the biggest
fire fight of the day.

‘We started moving out of

combine to get

Soldier rescued after
18 hrs: alone in bush

hovering a few feet ofl the
ground when the ship was hit by
ene{ny fire. The fire caused the
helicopter to spin in_ an
uncontrollable spiral which
threw Sergeant Talamoni from
the ship onto 2z log on the
ground approximately 35 yards
away from where the ship finally
crashed. After Sergeant
Talamoni hit the log on the sid
] 3
{v)afh;hv: t:ll hle slid to the bottom
¢ Ia i
about 30 minzle‘:lmnwmm for
in the {renzy of enemy fi
y fire
and not knowing that Serpeant

infantry

53

our night laager around $:30 in
the morniag.’ said  First
Lieutensat Drake I Erby,
Milton, Wis., Ind platoon leader.
“The 31d plstoon was point,
mine was second, and the Ist
platoon was drag.”

As the company moved across
a small grassy opening. the point
platoon began reoeiving rifle and
machinegun fire from a treeline
to the front. At the same time
the 1st platoon, which was stilt
in the night Jaager waiting for
the other platoons to move
across, began receiving heavy
mortar and automatic weapons

fire,

“We spotted some NVA in the
woodline to the north and
opened up on them, " said Staff
Sergeant Charlie Hall,
Hookerton, N.C., Ist Platoon
Sergeant. “As we were blasting
them, someone also noticed two
sttempling to sneak up on our
perimeter. We threw frags and

{continued on page 6)



71 Q7 That may
photographer, Stafy

be his MOS but
Bergenant

PR
La., from the Americal Information Office might a5 Wik
be an [1-Bravo as he slogs his way through a stream near
Duc Pho. The cameraman was on assignment with Bravo
Company, Isi Battalion, 20th Infantry, 1tth Infantry

this combat

Brigade. {Photo by SSG Tim Palmer)

Part 4 of series

ARC’s Joann Weesn:

By SP4 William Hayes villagers, Picking an open areain

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) ~
On her first tip away from
home, Joann Weesner came &
long way-halfway around the
world. After receiving her
bachelor’s degree in sociology
from the University of Southemn
Florida at her home town,
Tampa. Joann began looking
around for more than just a job.

She found what she was
looking for as a Doughnut Dolly
for the American Red Cross.

“You don’t just sign up for 8
joh, but for a way of life for one
year,” she explained, “and I love
my job, it's fantastic.”

When Joann talks about her
job, her enthusiasm is evident.
Her dialogue is even more
animated than vital, Her eyes
grow z Httle wider than normal
and sparkle just a bit more.

“I can’t befieve all that's
happened since I've been in
Vietnam,” she admits,

The Americal Division is not
her (irst assignment. Since ghc
arrived in country almost nine
months ago. she's worked at
several locations, enjoying a
variety of experiences and
situations. There's one she
recalls especially.

“Two of us were in a
Montagnard village in another
area, visiting the soldiers

migned  thert we an advisory
leam. We ware petting stong fine
“itge,” ul whenever we turned
around to look for some of the
viallagers, all we could find was a
disappearing form melting into
the brush or a pair of eyes
peeking out from a2 doorway oy
cofner of a hut.”

“'I guess 1 was the first blonde,
blue-eved woman they had ever
seen,”

Always willing to make 2 new
friend, the girls got together a
plan to break the ice with the
July 31, 1970

plain view of the hiding villagers,
the gils opened up a few
packets of pre-sweetened
beverage powder. .

“We began liking our fingers
and dipping them into the
powder. After a few tastes of the
stuff, our tongues were purple
and green {rom the food
coloring,” she laughed.

“We  kept  on eating the
powder, giggling and making
faces at each other, and before
ong, one of the old women of
the viflage came out of a hut to
join our game.” L

More villagees timidly
spproached the group, . and
within minutes, the whole 'fmggc
was on easy lerms with the girls
in spite of the language barrier,

When she’s out in the area of
operations  visiting the men
wherever they are, she often
shows up at the nearest mess hall
around meal time to serve the
soldiers passing through the line.
She's apparently appreciated.

Serving at meal time is
sidetight for Joann-she does it
when she can, but her main job
is to get together with 3 group of
men to present a program 1o
entertain  soldiers where they
work and help them relax. The
girls bring the recreation to the

limite

ey Aors v &TAE

H her spirits drop, she knows
it’s important to get back on the
ball quickly.

“1 groove on life, and that's
3ll 1 need 15 pull me me out of
the dumps,” she explains.

“ you're depressed or down,
you've gol to take care of it
right away

Often, men she meets ask her
why she's here, doing the work
she's involved with.

“Back home, | kept hearing

Dust-off crew has its ups

and

By SP$ Richard Merritt

dow

ns in

Houston, Texas.

Z HAWK HIL L “Last month we went tight in
(AMERICAL [0) - The beds sre  0n fop of the bad guys.” wo
uomade and C rations are Gregory removed about 100

stacked deep under the bunky, A
big green dusty map is stapled in
one corner under a light,

A helicopter out in front,
patch-welded in several spots
dpwn‘l.he body where it took
hits, is manned by & dust-off
crew from fhe 236th Medical
Detachment,- Dx ang. Warrant
Officer James Gregory likes to
call it “Lucky Old 600" ~the last
three tail mimbers. “Oid 600"
has been shot down once since
WO  Gregory became Its
commander, but it sgilf Bies,
saving the lives of wounded
196th Infintry Brigade and
South Vietnsmese soldiers.

Like many other units,
Gregory™s crew s on call 24
hours a day,

“We cover sreas all the way to
Laos.” He traced 2 line on the
map  that fook in their flight
area. There are thiee men in the
crew—the pilot, a crew chiel and
2 dustoff medic. “The best
medics T've ever scen,” insists
WO Gregory.

When  they leave for an
emerngency rus, the crew carries

ground element. WO Greg,
trained five nm\tmh uog‘r'

chopper pilot, spaclaliving in
medicsl eucutﬁ:;:& Ft. Sam

\.?‘, R
v

er

bout Vietnams radio end TV,
and reading aht it an the fron{
page and editial pages but |
wanted to see tnxtl!."

She admits ¢ Red Cross
offers a2 nice kkage for girls
who become bghnut Dollies;
travel, new phgand unique
expenences. >

“Sure, you ¥ the "benniey *
but that’s a
whe points ou

Fveryday

Arhore YELR,

ARVNs in the western Division
atea of operation, near the
be_leaguerad refugee camp of
Hiep D}:c. “Several runs were
made without any smoke (signal
smoke) to guide us in," said WO
Gregory.

“Smoke would give the NVA
an aiming point [or their mortars
and we couldn’t give them that
much time. Sometimes I came in
a low level, 100 knots per hour,
and people on the ground would
give me hand signals,

“But then I flew over an
enemy machinegun when | was
returning with a joad of
wounded. A round hit the
fuselage and we went down.”
The chopper fell into a small
Popular Force camp about 24
miles northwest of Tam Ky.

"It was like a dead stick
landing,” said WO Gregory. No
one was hart.

The crew unloaded the

‘Old 600’

wounded and stayed all night
with the friendly m’;i!, e
. Their luck held. None of the
infantrymen were Critically
wounded and they were able 1o

retritved later and repaired.

You can get a good idea of
how a migsion is execute
100king over « serawun IITE s
said gpecialisl Four Charles
Harris, Macclesfield, N.C., crew
medic. Mission sheels are
submitted by the aircraft
commander after ecach Dight,

Private  First Class Thomas
Day of Canby, Ore, &6 the crew
chief. He makes minor Tepairs
and  oils up the machinery
belween flights, Recently a
hostile bullet burrowed into the
floor of the chopper about a
foot from where Private Day
crouched to return fire.

That's the second time the
ship has been hit in the same
place.” noted Private Day. “I'm
goingﬂto start sitting somewhere

C, 4-31 nets 4 NVA

By 5P4 Gersld Lamb

NNF BB 10} -

only their personaf WEIDORS, L h‘l’?éc
e TN RN W . ﬁ% eceblly when they walked into the ni
Toserr s iy wgm infantry Brigade Company. O the night laager of 3

Broup of 1S NVA were headed tow

northwest of Tam K
K tuétchen‘

Company, 4th Battali
thgtmd east of Hiep Duc. on. st

Suddenly a trip flare went off

sithouetted against the light *
Olean, N.Y. € e lght.
The infaptrymcn
Mﬁo m:c‘l;;ncgun fire from the peri
#quad went out (o check ¢
N\{'A and an AK-47 rifle. hea

* said Speciatist Fouy

An NVA supply element chose

ard Hicp Duc 22 miles

{ CRITYing rice and three of their wounded on

Infantry was in 2 night laager on

on the road and we saw them

Kenneth Schrader,

blew their claymore mines and opened up with

meter,
rea and found the bodies of three

part of i‘:i____Som.gl-' wis |g’l3""5

On the way back to the peri ing i
some bushes,™ gaid Specialist Sgh umd::,“ v h»e“d 3 low moaning in

A wounded NVA was flushed from

resupply enemiy forces
ake the wounded to 5 hospital Tocated

ountain (o the north, Y—-———'

and
somewhere on Nui Chom m

als wilh piel . .- By SP4 Gerald Lamb ____ area Gwldiendanits vt
4 nink E’“‘”‘.““"‘ 10y . Thabitants of this 4th Battalion, dist ggiamz‘;
goingés pcgp’::t‘::ep's‘:;'o»ple pacification .ou}p;:)ﬂm :‘ha:ii 111216t’t!':|g llr;z‘;‘i?“‘}liexmrgese‘allies
And one o noticed something fishy build 7 fish hatchery here.

going has to bann.

“We decided on the haichery
because it would add 3 good,
high-protein food to the dict and
provide a highly marketable
product,” said First Lieutenant
Michael Donohoe, Alamo, Calif.

Staff Sergeant Malcolm
Johnson, Tillar, Ark., is 0
charge of setting up the project
and showing the people how to
operate and maintain i. f

“My fath;rh ow{)\s n.rals:vs\};

chery, so ave bee
!lli::i :!;ymy life,” said Sergeant

SO,

Jo}'ll";;e first problem to be faced
is building a pond and securing
““‘Wc plan to dig a dual
purpose dilch from a nearby
creek to fil the pond and
irrigate the rice paddies in the
area,” said Lieutenant Donchoc.

The people of Son Hoa now
buy their fish at the Que Son
market about five miles away.

The hatchery will be stocked
with Tilapia, a rapid
reproducing. high-protein food
fish common all over Asia.

3

Tis is a reninder ¥ tin the
This is a reninder to keep your steel pots on out in t
bush. It bettes your chance of getting home and olf get;';l:sg
your picture n the Southern Cross and other publica X
’ {Photo by SSG Tim Palmer)

Southem Cross

“{nitially (he fish they raisc
will be \}s%d as a food supply,
but once a surplus is established,
they can be sold at the Que Son
market,” said Johnson.

Page 3



Scattered clashes mark weekly action

{continued from page 13
which contained 1000 AK-44
rounds and 4 CHICOM grena_des.

Soldiers of the 3rd Battalion,
218t Infantry killed 18 in briel
encounters throughout the
week. .

The Recon plafoon tallied
three dead VC when they fired
on the enemy 1 miles west of
Tam Ky. )
Later in the week Recon agaoln

i wo seperale
B AN 2, ey,
The “Professionals” of the I8t
Battalion, 46th Infantry killed
five enemy soldiers in the thick
{riple canopy jungle southwest
of Tam Ky.
Gunships from F Troop, 8th
Cavalry killed 12 enemy while
fiying visual reconnaissance
missions  in  support of the
brigade.
QOperation lron Mountain
Early in the week Company
D, 3rd Battalion, Ist !nfanzlfy
accounted for ome VC lﬁﬂed in

.,'}-{z{c

the early moming hours while
working near the Song Tra Khue
River northwest of Duc Pho.
Later in the day they picked up
another three YC killed with

clay more mines.
The same day clements of the
4th  Battalion, 2lst Infantry
killed two VC and confiscated

one AK-47 rifle.
The next day Company b, 1st
Battalion, 20th Infantry engaged
four VC who were spotted by
the element’s Kit Carson Scout.
In the following hit end run fire
fight one of the ¢nemy was
killed. The action occumed in
the lowlands north of Duc Pho.
In an ¢vening engagement
with fire VC, Company D,
sccounied for two of the enemy
killed. Three packs and four
grenades were confiscated in the
action which occurred in the
lowiands north of Duc Pho.
Working in  the lawlands
southeast of Duc Pho, Company
4th Battalion, 21st Infantry

3t N
; 1

A‘.-

o

wncovered a .51 caliber
machinegun. .

Company A, 3rd Batlalion,
tst Infantry and E Troop, ist
Cavalry accounted for two VO
killed while working together on
the Song Trs Khue River
northwest of Duc Pho.

Company A, 3rd Battalion,
1st infantry uncovered a 10-ton
rice cache near the Song T
Khuc River northwest of Duc

Pho. The tice, was found in 55
pallon drums n& baskets in a .

e TR E

small ville.

Aviation Compsny sighted and
engaged two NVA on the Song
Ve River northwest of Duc Pho.
One of the ¢nemy was killed

four grenades confiscated .

Company B killed one VC in
an early morning engagement
with an undetermined size
enemy force, Four of the enemy
were detained in  the action
which occurred in the lowlands
north of Duc Pho.

Company C engaged and
killed one VC while working in
the mountains northwest of Duc
Pho. One pack, assorted medical
supplies, 10 pounds of rice, and
NVYA canteen, and g knife were
confiscated following the action.
© ' Operation Geneva Purk

In an area northwest of Quang
Ngai, several Vielnamese
revegled to Delta Company, 1at
Battalion, 6th Infantry the
location in which two cnemy

when they pted to swim
the river, the other evaded into
heavy vegetation. - !

Company A, 4th Baitalion,
3rd Infantry uncovered a two
and one-half rice cache while
working near the Song Ve River
northwest of Duc Pho. The rice
was found in numerous hooches,
most of it in 55 gallon drums
and some in large baskeis.

Company [, Ist Battslion,
20th Infantry hed & heavy day
of action working sdjacent io
the South Chinz Se2 north of
Duc Pho. The dement initially
killed one VC_ad one NVA,
det

were scheduled
ville. The compmy'éagaged snd
killed both VC wies their Kit
Carson Scout , them
spproaching. ¥
Recon eng;
man VC squad e
west of Duc
tire fight resulted
killed, two aut
one AK-7,

gren 1o nine
foothills
ensuing

7 enemy
weapons,
ine, and

1

{coutinued

- 8 N platoon  continl
3 PatolThisi « E = s e . sniper ﬁ;i:gd i
+ iiﬁ! "m i + ¥ T
Infantry, l96rl'1r lnf;n‘tr), Bn;g:g} e %’ﬁf%%’jﬂg gwgzr;orr;mﬁm»oai?‘;:
hideouts during e, was searching for ene und and Jthem. The
. m morta ;
Valley. 8 the recent heavy fighting in Hie Du{ stopped. The o Fioon the
{Photo by sP: Gerald tamb) moved up 1o tak bt and was
ordered 1o g, defensive

Sgt Tala

moni luck

iest

o taemy soidiers

ng tw
._':nd confiscatingfone AK-47.
by a Vietnami fo :‘, Thewr
ciement learn two VC

ve at his

wespons were concealed, The
infantry men scarched the area to
find two carbines.

Elsewhere, Delta Company,
5th Battalion, 46th Infantry
while mancuvering in  the
mountainous  terrain  west  of
Quang Ngai, spotted five NVA

in an area southwest of Chu
Lai, Atpha Company, Sth
Battalion, 46th Infantry, killed
one VA as the enemy
approached their location.
Captured in the action were four
CHICOM grenades, one
fragmentation grenade and one
pair of field glasses.

On the same day Delta
Company while mantuvering in
an area west of Quang Ngai,
discovered two freshly dug
graves. The enemy kills were
altributed to a previous contact
of the compagpy.

in ancther action northwest
of Quang Ngai, Delta Company,
Ist Battalion, S52nd Infantry,
while maneuvering in
mountainous terrsin, found one
NVA body. The kil was
attributed to enemy contact the
company expericnced the
previous dsy. Found nesr the
body were one AK-47, three
fully loaded AK ammunition
clips, two CHICOM grenades,
one pa@r of field glasses and

evading in the thick vep
The company swept through the
area to find a2 small basecamp
revealing signs of recent activity.
Found within the complex was
one pistol beit, one CHICOM
grenade two fully loaded AK47
magazines, two canteens, 100
pounds of salt, 50 pounds of rice
and other miscelianecus .itemas.
nexs dsy In an area
ast of Quang Ngai, two
Vietnamese led Charlie
Company, st Battalion, 6th
Infantry to the locstion of three
booby traps. The infantrymen
searched the area to find and
destroy the munitions.
ngwhere‘ Delta Company,
received two booby traps from
Vietnamese children. The
company, maneuvering in an
area northeast of Quang Ngai,
destroyed the booby traps,

Totme

position from which an assault
on the dug in NVA ¢could be
made,
. "We dug in (aster than | ever
imagined it could be done, ™ said
Lieutenant Erby. By this time
the 3rd platoon had joined the
2nd and only the Ist platoon
femained to cross the open area.
Gunships from the 7Tist
Assault Helicopter Company and
F Troop, Bth Cavalry, were
calied in 1o work out on a
ridgeline in hopes of destroying

n %‘e N\éA mortar emplacements,
B} £ avalry gunships  killed
werc{ci:;‘::cﬁgmm pa:e n getting dark, I lay ynese 1 chreed.NVA!; ey s 150

nearhy  Tien  ab, 00 unti osi i pounding the enemy pesition
PhOu; f:rﬂmcc::cal tvacuation. mg::,:g?g P:‘;-m\:htn I heard )’:c!ic‘c:;?er w:‘:ics i‘:BiEVM: :‘hc I8t Foatoon be:agolo mo::

¢ t regained i one  wag . rom the old ni
§'§l;‘r;;:1ious:%e“§ Sgcrsc:nt :::m%ng ::ictrl:ogtczéncvmg ’07:"{0 lc?;,emrce:c:.e ters, by “We ‘“0"'3 gglilhgi“ﬁre and
] i, 9 could see fow yards ; y spot him, movement and spotted

ggmms but’ LOH' (Light c’o‘:;xm}:‘;::t I was, but they :‘: :égc‘i'" he ticipating  bunkers.” said Ser!;ean( H‘a’l’f_
servation Helicoptersy firing  the fm:holeme hecause [ was in miles 2 % landg zone cight The ensuing batile was 4
E:mde::my positions. And | aver the top.” with some rocks nce"“;\'fcgc:m‘!? j he had lg’rcn.wle’mssing, bunker o

e anyone from ¢ - « 1 Mg two sticks unker battle, 1
downed helicopters we were o?f of Al!‘ter the YCleft the vicinity ;‘:fund - tgeant  infantrymen moved ;moa;es“ge

I thought T would try to mare botit foxhole, he slept unij; iq O said, “ligured that | the NVA. Y
back 1o the helicopter 1o Bc‘:": :n‘fédﬁ"c the next moming, 1 ﬁﬁ‘;{d Lmake it fabout 12 Az the  bitter struggle
smoke grenade to signal for help. to get mbaeck to the helicopter Wre red - rogressed, the Ist platoon
But at that time the LOTs ol legt worne SWOKE grenades My  ne oo a; ¢d whiBg did when found they had expended al
Enm'!rum; out of fuel and had to couldn't :f I;‘O use at i ] Ta‘am:,s,-,; l“,;ll)z' i Sergeant  their hand grenades. One squad
:::e J?m{”",iet. I koew Charlie no smoke :hlat:;ne'vaml;ﬁtrc was  God.v s, " praying to ﬁagh f:om the Zud platoon and

5 where  around | er. stayed . PRPOU | | toons, collected all
moved 65 yards 1o m:nmms; m‘ 3‘::; gharhe would find me :o 1 wc:inl ::6; Scrge ;hmg":l iiv;i:;%% %";“tuccx o mjm“"}f
;{[chenem'v couldn’t get me LOts cfmcyarﬁs west so il (he Benning, G:n‘g{e‘![h nimn“lhxi : ‘Jv’ilhs !i;eoon;rrin! of
I{vi!u:wayi,! dug a foxhaie.” in the area. 4 Z%;Of!‘;,‘m‘ me  he received definig plye!d off. reinforcements and more
right ama; é::‘;‘;n]:f!h‘rs and é()“s from the is¢ gallai?cgvm l\lv;: );i Ic?aﬂcdlquilc a?e\v things.,” grenades the “Professionals”
o t amoni, i N said, 4 inued .

;ﬂneﬂ with nothing byt 5 T:r;’;gm dldl come. | Sergeant  need water i:”;é?vrf{r'adm( coﬂt!'tm::ast:e;«ﬁ\ak‘:: io bunker
fa'vmm‘ dragged himself farther lighter in hi Who 6 had his  time, | know I ¢ ive” by hole to hole Mght” said
{;f;r;gn}he enemy wh(_:re he dug a  fire foripbe‘;é’;du'bmn 2 small Thanks (o thaenl‘:'z’ivilc‘(aiion of Lieutenant Erby. “We would
Ser, ﬁz“’,‘?““a‘ himself. 10 5pol. They m’:a}xon choppers  the courageous pscue group, toss a grenade into a bunker and

" lﬁ n ;‘3"10“3 continues,  an  ejght man 1 and radioed Sergeant Talamon is alive and it would come flying back out.
couts. '@ the foxhole and | helicopter, which o . 1YY, safe and deeply grateful to his  So we resorted to first throwing

P "6' see anything. it was  team dow;’-;v; ich let the rescue  friends of Company D, Ist in a rock to confuse the enem
age © et up a defensive Squadron, 1st Cavalry. ' and then immediately tossing 3;

Southern Cross

other § items.
Late in the week gunships

from F Troop, B8th Cavakry -

received several rounds of small
arms {ire in an area northwest of
Quang Ngai. The pilot spotted
two Viet Cong wearing black
pajamas in 3 bombed out sheiter
on the ground below and fired

_on the enemy with automatic
weapons to kill both.

Later, In the mme genersl
area, the pilot observed another
Viet‘Cong in a black uniform
running along s trail and opened
ﬁnl to kilt him.

In_an ares southeast of Chu
Lai, Echo Recon, Ist Battaiion,
6th Infantry, while on a routine
pntro!. spotted one Viet Cong
moving through sparsely
vegetated terrain. The
m.fantrymcn engaged the enemy
with small arms fire to kill him.

1st#6th collects 53

a grenade. it worked,™

The infantrymen finally
kriocked out the fast bunker. In
the search of the area that
followed, they found that there
had been a fotal of 14 heavily
fortified bunkers connected bya

trenchline. Twenty-nine  dead
NVA were counted by the
Ameticans.

“Evidently the NVA had

planned to ambush us as we
moved out,” said Lieutenant
Erby. “but we moved before
they were ready snd caught
them flat-footed ™

Company B then moved to
the high ground and lafer
spotied a large number of NVA
in the open. A Firebird from (he
Tist Assault Helicopter
Company was called in and
killed 10 of the enemy.

_ Charlie Company, clearing the
high ground, had received heavy
mortar {ire the entire morning,
However, the men continued to
support Company B. As 2 result
four NVA died from Charlie
Company's intense barrage of
nﬂ; anddmac!llnincgun fire.

wo days later sqldimes «f show-o =
&th - Rzg’x{mcnt,’s‘f‘:d ARVN

Eivision swept  the site  of
Ai‘xm"”,o,‘%,f,,f"",ff_‘_, 3‘.}‘5
additionst NVA  kiiled by

artiftery from Battery ¢, g
Battalion, 82nd Artillery.

There were several reasons for
the success of the operation, hut
one in particular stood out

“It was an ail-oat effort on
everyone's part.” said Sergeant
Dale Phelps, Van Neuys, Calif,,
Company . "It was  realy
fantastic how everyone worked

together.”
July 31,1970



“Army promotion system outlined

(continued from page 2)
knowledge of what it takes to be
a good NCOQ. Most of all, he
must be able to lead other
people. The gpecialists in these
grades raust be what their title

for jobs well done, but.sather to
recognize the outstanding
individual who has demonstrated
that he can perform effectively
at the next higher grade level
and better than any other
PR

says - experts in a tech i (ield.
Promotions are not intended
to be made merely as 3 reward

ey

Qur pinup Miss Lynda White would like to re

Eligibility and Selection Criteria
You say you are in 2

e

-

promotable siatus? Good. Now
fet’s examine the cegulation and
determine how you ¢

waived. The waiver provisions
are used to permit personnel
whe d rate ezceptionally

against the eligibtlity and
seiection criteria.
There are several requirements
you must meet {o beeligible for
lect Some

outstanding performancy and
high potential for leadesship or
increased shility in their field
the opportunily to be
d for rapid p ion.

or p
of these requirement can be

S

~

elections in September. You may obtain absentee mind you of the up-coning primary

Federal Post

July 31, 1970

your unit voting officer.

*u bal ~ b -
CardApplication (Standard Form '32 by completing "“:anma the

information on your state’s primary consult

revised 1968). For further
(ISMC Photo}

Southers Cross

There are no provisions for
waivers to grade E-8 and E-9,
Waiver provisions apply
separately for time in pay grade
and time in service. Waiver for
one half time in pay prade is
permissible except for
promotion to grade E-8 and E-9;
maximum waiver for time in
service is shown below:

Grade Time in
Service waivable
E-7 3 years
E-6 2 years
E-3 6 months
Commanders of units
stationed in the Republic of

Vietnam may also promote a
small number of personnel to
grades E4 through E-6 without
regard to time in grade snd time
in service. These promotions are
to recognize the soldier who has
demonstrated unusual potential
and outstanding performance.
This number cannot exceed 4%
of the authorized E-4 or E-§
grades and 2% of the E-6 grades.

E-8 and E-9 must have al jeast
8 and 10 years of cumulative
enlisted serivce creditable in the
Computanon Or b Ve pey for
promotion to the grades of E-8
and  E-9, respectively, Prior
service as an officer is not
creditable for this purpose.

Time in grade and time in
service eligibity requirements for
promotion to grade E-7 are
expanded for an indifinite
period. A soldier is now eligible
if he has three years in grade.
This time is not waivable,

Promotion status: This cannot
be waived. You are not in a
promotable status and will not
be promoted if you are:

Carried as  absent without
leave, in confinement, in
desertion, absent in the hands of

civit avthrosities, itn arrest, or
sick {not in line of doty) on the
unit morning report.

Awaiting or undergoing
reclassification for inefficiency
or disciplinary reasons. Within
60 days of voluntary retirement
except that an individual who
has occupied 2 position vacancy
of a higher pay grade for a
period of 90 days or more may
be promoted one geade, if
otherwise eligible, but not higher
than E-6.

., Recommendation: You must
be recommended by the unit
commander or yow supervisor,
This cannot be waived.

Award of MOS Code: you
must be fully qualified for the
award of the MOS in which the
promotion is to be made. This
cannot be waived.,

Promotion Qualification
Score. Mot required in the
Republic of Vietnam.

Proper pay grade: You must
be serving in the pay grade next
below that in which promotion
is to be made.

Physical Qualification: You
must be physically. able to

erform  all the duties of the

08 and grade to which
promotion is 1o be made. This
may be waived.

Education: You must have
completed the eighth grade, or
the GED equivalent, for
?romollon ty pay grade E-S.

ou must have a high school
diploma, or the GED equivalent,
for promotion to pay grades
ahove E-5. This may be waived.

Position Vacancy: A position
vacancy means there is an
opening within the promotion
authority’s command in the
grade and MOS for which you
are being considered or there is
one projecied within 60 days.

Once you have been able to
meet all of these requirements,
with waivers if required, you are
eligible for promotion. 1t is a
this point that your commander
¢an consider making a
recommendation,

Somebody cares at
Division Finance

By SGT Chuck Merdzinski .

FSB BRONCO (11th INF BDE 10) - A Division finance officer
with a unique idea has initiated an on-the-spot financial service for
infantrymen in the field. It is a mobile operation that enables the
combat soldier, who normally would have had to wait for a trip to
the rear, to begin or cancel aliotments, alleviate pay problems and
handle other financial matters, all in his day Jaager position

“The man out front is our main concern and he's the most
important person to us,” said Lieutenant Colonel William Cate, the
Division finance officer. Last fall Lieutenant Colonel Robert Wilson,
former commander of the Ist Battalion, 20th Infantry, lith
Infantry Brigade, asked Colonel Cate if he could send someone out
to the field to cash checks and give financial advice. Colonel Cate
continued, “The only time they could gel proper assistance was
usually once every two months when they came to (he rear for a
stand-down; then they'd normally et it slide brcause they'd be more
concerned with relaxing, seeing floor shows and having a few beers,
which is natural ™

{\ﬁer his first trip, Colonel Cate decided to start a financial
assistance program for infantrymen in the field. [t began with a two
brigade test in January and has since spread Lo every battalion, fire
support base and artillery battery in the entire division.

. The “finance in a suitcase program™ has been well accepied in the
men are bang EQRABrEGmmanders like the program becauss their
rear for help, which keeps up foxhole strength,” said Colone! Cate.

“1 sure was thankful for the help 1 got when | was out in the bush
near Iron Mountain,” said Specialist Four Wikiam Brockington,
Richmond, Va. “l was shocked when 1 saw the Division Finance
Officer get off the chopper. 1 didn't think a finmce officer of his
rank would come out here.” i

| feel that by being in the field part of ihe timr and seeing the
end product of things that we do at finance, 1 candetect problem
areas and take corective action. wﬁgu’ have 3’ finger on the
pulse of our opcruté_m‘: and jf, Fooveral service more

- : tom e

e it i e oy v
. " concluded Coynei Cate,
somebody €ores, it 50.”
we mean it and try to make it 0.

hers last year was
t's not just stogan;,
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