
i Americal Infantrymen Make Historic Strides I 
pro LAl - Vietnam'. _t and ooly expanded Its I~scale combat operations 

named divilion-the Americal Dlvlsion-made fartlM!r and fartlM!r north, and now hal tJ'oI:lps 
hiatoric strides towards the Coal ot peace In fighting rlpt up to the demilitarized _. 
Vietnam during Ita flnt 13 moathll of opera- The original Amerlcal .aldlenl _re mem-
tJooa. ben ot the 196th Lt. tnt. Bde.; the lst Bde., 

The oricInal A.merical Division was orpnlz­
ed tor operatklna In the steamtng jungles of 
New Caledonia In May, 1942. 

The birth 01 A.merical In vtetnam marked 
the becIDnIna 01 many changes In the c0m­
plexion 01 the war. 

When the 80JdIenI of the 196th Lt. tnt. Bde. 
landed at the OIu La! aIntrip April 20, 1987, 
they became the flnt Army combat troopa In 
the r eo.,. Tactical Zone. Since these origtnal 

10lst Abn. DIv.; and the 3rd Bde., 25th tnt. 
Dlv. (later redesignated as the 3rd Bde., .th 
Int. Div.), and were a part ot Tuk Farce 
Oregon, a force conceived by Gen. WIlliam C. 
Westmoreland, commander of U.s. fom!S In 
Vietnam. 

The division is currt!tnly made up of the 
196th. 198th and 11 th Infantry brigades, and 
III conducting three major. named combat 
operatlona-Wbeeler/Wallowa. MuscaUne and 
Burlington Tra1I. 

"pIoneenn arrived, the Anny has gradually == __ --- TIInl To Pap • 
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Division Operations 
Locating Weapons 

B7 PVC MJI[I: J[IlL8EY continue for _rat days. "What we U/ICOYIered In thoae 
SUIt Writei' ''We started Burlington TraIl first tew da)'1 would be enough 

STILL UADY-'l'IlIlI ~ ~ I'OmIoU M&1Bftr 
mIa'h' be taIdIIc' a abort; .......-. but be keepe til. cr-ade 
Iaaadoer -*-..,. 1"I!IIIod7, (!'bow.". spt Kevia Howe, 11th 
Iat, Bde.) 

• • • CHU LA! - Amerlcal with combat asaaulta Into the to equip an enemy regiment 
Division soldiers, working area and then conducted re- tor .t least a month," AId 
In dogged pumJit and connalasance In force mIaaIons," battalion Intelligence officer 

tedi Ie rln ti 
said Lt. CoL William D. Kelley, Capt. FrancllI X. Brennan. 

ous c a g opera OIlS, commander ot the 198th ton:a 
have been routing the In the operation. 
enemy from Jong-establish- J.a addltloa to Kelley'. la, 
ed "homes" and denying .... Ida Iat~ 1IOI4Ie... from 
vital weapons and ammuni- Co.'. B IIIId D 01 the 1 ...... 
tion resupply In steady ac- MUl Jaf, are parddpe. .... 

The caches Included 21,000 
AK .... 7 rifle rounds, 10.000 
rounds tor 50 cal. macblneguns. 
6,000 rounds of 7.62 mm am­
munition and 224 rounds for 
60 mm mortars. 

Westmoreland Praises 
Amcal Combat Record 

tion throughout the divi- the adIoa. 
sion's area of operations. In the first few days of the 

As soldiers of the 11th tnt. operation two large enemy 
Bde. _re closing out Opera- ammunition and weapons 
Uon "Norfolk Victory" In the caches were captured In the 
southem part of the division Viet Cong-Infested VlIlIey north­
area with the largest weapons _t of Olu Lal. 

CHU LAl-The commander 
Totals tor the operation as of United States forces In 

of May 8 were 303 Viet Cone Vietnam said In ceremonies 
and eight North Vietnamese 
soldiers killed and 70 individual here recently that the Amerl· 
and 26 crew-served weapons cal Division has "one of the 
captured. most Impressive records of any 

cache they have ever dlaawer· ----------------------------------

ed. Infantrymen of the 198th Combat Ready 
Inf. Bde. kicked off Operation 

:;~~~:£s£~=Two Battalions Arrive 
puted COlItrol of for yean. 

"Norfolk Victory" cloaed 
April 19 with a final tally of 
C5 VIet Cong killed and 120 In. 
dMdual and 12 crew·served 
_pons captured for the 
"Jungle Warriors." 

TIle tIP.. MIIDe... 01 
.... dh1ldcla' ........ llripde 
_ .... credtW wHIII the 

~ of a Iarp -em:r 
lIMe t!IImp ........ tho two-

-- IIpI!'I'&doL "BuriIngtOli TraIl," whlcb 
hal as Ita objective the open­
Ing or a road betweerl Tam 
ICy _t to ThIen Pb-. a .... r_ ....... pIc­
...... of~ ........... 
....... I1 __ ...... to ...... 

Speclal Fon:a balM! and district 
headquarten In Quang TIn 
Province, waa started In mld­
April. 

South VIetnamese eonvoys 
had made the ground journey 
by May 8, though more en· 
gineerlng and mopping up ac· 
tivitles were expected to 

CHU LAl-The arrival of two Intantry battalions from 
InstallaUonl In the U.s. has bolstered the Amerleal DIvisioo'I 
Itrength by more than 1,400 men. 

The ~th Bn.. 46th tnt., .. I&ned to the 198th Inf. Bde., 
and the 4th Bn., 21st tnt .. with the 11th tnt. Bde., joined the 

Bl!:CEIVE INSTBUcnON-NewI7'antved IOkUen of 
tile Ith RIa., ceo. J.af. ft!CI!Ive IDatrlldlo ... _ boolI7' tnpI M 
Ute Americal <:lon1bM OeDter. (Photo by 8JI'(l S._ L 
WU-. INth lat. Bde.) 

The 5th Bn.. 46th W., as­
slped to the 198th tnt. Bde" 
and the 4th Bn., 21st tnt., with 
the 11th tnt. Bde., joined the 
division last month. 

The aoIdiers of both tiat­
talions ~ Immediately mov­
ed to the Amerlcal Combat 
Center, where they were given 
a week-long course on booby 
traps, map readlng and charac· 
terisUcs ot the Viet Cong to 
supplement the training they 
had received In the states. 

The 4121 tnt. ''Gimlets'' 
arrived In Cbu La! from Sch0-
field Barracks, Hawal1. and the 
5/46 ''Protesslonala'' had been 
In training at Ft. Hood, Teua, 
prior to their _ment. 

The new 198th Brigade sol­
diers are currt!nUy engaged In 
the defense of the Cbu La! 
complex. while the ''Gimlets'' 
are engaged In combat opera­
tions In the Duc Pho area. 

Lt. Col. James E. Annstrong 
heads the ''GimJ&ts.'' and Lt. 

Tuna To Pap. 

unit In my command" 

Gen. W1J1lam C. Westmore­
land. who Is scheduled to de­
part shortly to become Anny 
Ollet ot Statt. praised the 
fighUng soldiers ot the Anny's 
only named division during 
Organization Day ceremonies 
last month. 

He alto pl"elMlllted .warda 
~ lib: of tile dlvlllloD.'s 101-
dler&. 

1ncluded among the awards 
was a Distinguished Service 
Crosa, the nation's second high· 
est decoration for valor. pre­
sented to Capt. James Taylor. 
The Riwrside, Calif., native 
was cited for "perfonuing re­
peated heroic rescues" during 
a nlne-hour period last Novem­
ber. 

Taylor Is a troop commander 
with the division's 1st Squad. 
ron. lst Cavalry. 

We.tmord&D.d aJIO pre-
_ted .... lsi Oak Leal ca_ 
ter to tile BroIlIIe Stili' Medal 
tor llervtoe to JoI8c1. illite 
Bofer. .t 0IympIa,' W ...... 
who ...-l WWl lIot:Il the 
ortctaal '!'uk lI'IIree Ill. .. 
New (laIedoala darla, wwn 
aM '!'uk Foree Orepa. the 
to~r to tile ~ 
DtvIooIoa .. CIa. LaI. 

Task Force 6814 was rede­
signated to become the "ori­
ginal" Americal Division. 

Hofer's triends had dubbed 
him "Mr. Amerlcal." 


