-21 Impact Awards for 176t

CHU LAl Tw enty-one
medals  {or  vaior.  more
aw~rds fthan the Americal

Py 'n has eser made for
A B¢ a0 nn, were present-
od In ceremenwes recently st
the 1761h Asit Hel Co ramp
here

BG Wailace L Clement,
depu'y division  commander.
made the impact awards to
crew members of six heli-
copters involved in 3 daring

rescye  mission near Tien
Phuoe.

1LT Willism D Bristow
iAthambra,  Cabf)  com-

mander of a 14th Cbt Avn
Bn. UH-1 slick. was finishing
a resupply and Medevac mis-
sion at 5:55 pm Mar 19
when the drama unfoided.
As the ‘slick emerged from
the remete landing 0ne.
heivy automat.c weapons fire

AWOL NVA
Now a POW

LZ RALDY -An  AWOL
NVA :qued learder. suth help
from the 190th Int Bde. re-
centty found h.msell  with
mare free Lime then even he
wanted.

The <cidier, a2 member of
the 2d NVA D located 25
miles northwest of Tam Ky,
was on a three-day pass and
decided to extend that te 10
days.

He was lounging comfort-
ably wm a hootch below an
Amecrical  observation  post
when a recon patrol of the
2d Bn,, 1st Inf. surprised him

At last report, the smbar-
rassed NVA had given valy-
able nformation sbout his
buddies and was enroute to
an even longer vacation at a
POW camp near Da Nang.
< 196th 10

wac dirmcted at the cralt
PFC Rabert Wilhelm tTollex,
NC+ and SP{ Boyd Ketile
1Durango Colo.s, crewm chief
and doorgunner respectively,
fired back

Eascape
Pressing for altitude, the
stick  lurched. and flames

spread quickly through the
chopper after several hits

“We continued firing and
tried to land ax quickly as
possible,” sgid 1LT Bristow
Co-pilot WO1L Paul E. Lent
iRichmond Springs, NY.)
radioed two distress calls,

When the ship touched
ground, flames were lapping
at the cockpit. The Medevac
patient, passengers, ard crew
svacuated as the ship's fuel
cells exploded and the slick
became an inferno

“Darkness was approach-
ng so we checked weapons
and ammo.” said ILT Bris.
tew "We had an M.16 with
35 reunds and a2 38.cal pis-
tal with 20 rounds.”

Basd Qutiook

WOl Lent's mayday call
had been monitored by an.
nther asreraft, and twoe 176th
“Musket” gunships and two
“Minuteman™  slicks  were
diverted to the crash area.

Meanwhile. MAJ Ronald
C. Metcalf tHickory, NC,
176th CO, left company head-
quarters in a recovery ship
with maintenance and med-
ical personne! aboard

By & 30. two gunships and
three slicks were orbiting
the downed aircraft while
enemy  gunfire  increased
Fire bexame more inlense ax
the rescue choppers inched
toward the scene.

“1 didn't think anyone
could have survived the crash
and fire.” said MAJ Metcalf
who told pliot WOI Jermy W.
Herman iWooster. Ohiot to
iead hie gunship fire team fo
look for survivors.

(Continned on Page 7y

+«.And a Friend Made

Dwarfed by hix pal's steel pot, this Victnanwse fellow had
the Hae of his life during one of many visite by Ameriea!

soldiers to his home, the Que Son orphansge.

Art Noel, 523 Sig. Bn.).

{Photo by 8P4

h Chopper Rescue

Making a Friend ...

SP3 James Ridey (Bualtimnre),

an interpreiiy with the 7th PSYOP Ba., tries to coax a

handshake from a younz Victnsmese chap during & reornt villsge visit. Riley, who has spent
jast under two years in Viethuniy speaks fluent Vielnamese, afimost entlrely self-tsught.
(Photo by PPC BW Cranford, 126th 10),
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NVA Sappers March 4 Days, Sit
6 Hours-—Then 4/31 Roufs ‘Em

By PFC BILL CRAWFORD
L2 WEST - Bodws darken.
ed with charcoal. the shirt-
tess NVA crept mearer the
rows of concertina wire

All were well equpped for
3 muxsion of death and de-
struction  with  rocket-pro-
pelied grenades. satchel
charges. Chicom grenades,
and AK 47 rifles.

The enemy platoon had
entered Hiep Duc  Valley
from rugged mowmtains to
the west of this 196th Inf
Bde. fire support bese,

Reaching the base of Hill
445 abnut 9 pm. the NVA
rested after sn arduous four-
day journey. Mission: attack
L2 West located at  the
<umrmit

Ammo Low

At 3 am. aller six hours
rest. the sappers deployed
around the West perimeter
and were prepared to give
the 4th Bn. 3lst Inf. & me-
morable night.

1LT Paul Bavis {(Balti-
morei, leader of the 4731
reactionary force, was asieep
when the first alert sounded.
His force was dispatched to
a perimeler seclor receiving
intense pressure,

On arrival. 1LT Bavis was
immediately worried that the
bunkers might not have
ennugh ammo to suppress a

full-srcie enemy attack

“We had o get ammo o
the burker< 'n case this thing
wst reslly g he sawd

Under Flre

Tenor ag a shower  of
RPGs and Chwem grenades,
PFC Gregory Mamous 1+ Day-
ton. Ohiot raced straight to
an ammo storage bunker
Mamnous ran from posiion to
position distribuling ammo.

Retuyrming  to  his  post,
Mamnoys found ILT Bawis
and EP4  Gilbert  Srmith
tWichita Falls Tex.) staring
intently at a wooden latrine

jocated near the helicopter
resupely pad.  Twoe NVA
sappers sought cover behind
the Latrine

The NVA periodically lob-
bed Chicom grenades a1 ILT
Bavi® bunker. and one de-
mol:shed the doorway

Herolsm

“I moved some men atop
the bunker. and we fired
down on the latrine.” said
1LT Bavsi. The NVA died
behind the Jatrine an a2 hal
of fire

Second  later, a8 near‘b)

{Continued on Page 3)

Clerks Gang Up

DUC PHO Men of the
41h Bn  21ct Inf’'s reaction-
ary foree go by 1wo names.

By day. they re clerks: by
night. thes re combat clerks.
with the accent on “combat ™

The “(imlets” reactionary
force 15 platoon-size and led
by SFC David Link {Beaver
Dam, Wis . Platoon mem-
bers are from the S-1, S+,
Commo, and Motor Pool sec-
tions and operate just like a
regular infantry platoon.

The force frequently pat-
rols beyond the perimeter of
LZ Bronco. 11th Inf Bde.
headquarters, and occasional-

Iy sete up ambush sites

Twe squarls comprise the
platoon which; carriec M-80
machmeguns and M- 79 gre.
nade ldunchers.

SFC Link  earned the
Bronze Star with V" Device
for dragging to safety two of
bis wen wounded during a
recent mortar atiack involv.
ing the force.

In sddition to field duties,
the combat clerks help de-
fend the Bronco bunker line
during alerts and move to
defend the Tactical Opera-
tions Center during attacks.
{11th 301




Rciﬁ' ion and Yeu v
Peace in Dependence

By CHAPLAIN (LTC) JACK C. RANDLES
Assistant Division Chaplain

Would sou believe everything 1s altowed to drive us clover
to Him?*

Sonwote onece sald: "Mhenever | ser a cronded aseenbly
of mew and wonies, [ thisk of the privations and dlssppolat-
numis, the unsatisfied huagers, and anaiies lated sorrows which
make up thedr lot.

“How much they hawe sulfered and lost, how frequent
have been their sicknesses and bereavernents, how humbling
have been their defeats. how searching have been their mor-
tifications and betrayals. how full of anvely their outiook
on life.

*1 never sit and wpeak with an older person whoe opens
out the story of Mas loag life, dut | realtze agsin how closely
sealed the book of iife Is te man Winaslfl,

“The story told is one of hope unfullilled. work unfinish-
o4, jove baffled, trisl upon trisl sorrow upon sorrow, desth
ypon desth, impoverishing and shadowing lLife all the way
through.”

Tee sharp blasts of sfversify sre o cause wn to rely
more spon Him. They are designed to drive us nexrer Him.

Many things which we thought were It spared may have
been uprooted in the storm of bfe. but His love abedes as
warrn and unchanging as ever He des ras cur dependence
on Him so He can give us peace.

g 11th Leads
 Americal
ARMY "X Re-Up Bid

DUC PHO-— A whoppung sum in recnlistment bonuses was
pard to members of the 1ith Inf Bde. last month as 30 sol-
diers tock the oath for another Army hiteh,

“Cormpiling this record-breaking number of reenhistments
gase the 11th Bde. a clean sweep w1 Americal Dwision com-
petition.” said MSG William Chaplic. 11th career counselor.

Division re-up competition is held in three categories:
best brigade. baftalion. and company. Individual 11th chamnps
are the 33 Bn. 1st Inf: and C Co. 4th Bn. 34 Inf

“Results of the 11th's reenlistment program performanee
have clinched f{ust place for the third quarter of the Fiscal
69 Commanding General's award™ said MSG Chaplie.

“The quarter toial is &
resnlisiments  with 30 in
March slone.”

More than hall the reen-
listees for the quarter were
AUS or inductee personnel.
while the 30 re-ups last
month were all obtained by
MSC Chaplic and 385G Paul
Boyle. the other 11th Bde.
career counselor.

SFC Fred Friedrich (Ren-
tom, Wash.), senior career
counselor for the 1ith. was
recently awarded the Bronze
Star for service Among his
achievements wsas  reenlist.
ment last January of 19 AUS
personnel. more than were
signed up in the rest of the
division.

.

The Variable Reenlistment Bonus can be that extra nest
ek you've been wanting to pay for electronic equipment. &
new camers, of even that RLR or leave, What's handy aboyt
the Vietnam VRE is that you'il get the whole bundie tax.{ree,
no strings.

Check SGT Re-up today He has the good wnrd.
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Let Village

By 1LT PETER WESTRLY¥

The March day was un-
usually hot and sticky as the
Americal  Division wfantry
company arrived in  Vinh
Than willage and stopped for
a 10-minute break.

The company commander
put cut the word to platoon
leaders to instruct their men
not to buy in viliage shops.
The edict was already fami-
liar to the troops.

But the severe heat and
the taste of warm, iodized
canteen water made cvol dot-
tles of soda so challenging a
temptation that PFC Switch-
toff decided to chance being

caught with a purchased
drink.

He easily bought and
downed the “refreshing”
liquid without being detectad
just  before the company
moved out.

Deliriam

About 20 minutes ot of
the willage. Switchiofl was
overcome by dizziness and
nauses. Momeniz later. he
experienced severe stomach
painy which quickly became
mild convulsions,

Medics first diagnosed the
problern as heat exhaustion
but soon decided on some.
thing much more serious.
\When the dust-off chopper
arrived, Switchtoff was bare.
iy breathing.

The stricken soldier’s res.
piration rate dropped rapid-
ly. and his condition was
critical  Fortunately, in his
delirium he mumbled some-
thing about drinking s sada
so doctors had solid indica-
tien c¢f what treatment to
pursue

Such events actuslly hap-
pen

SOUTHERN CROSS

Buyers

PFC  Switchtofl hived. a
rnor maracle consadering his
“soda” contained emblaming
flud which has since left
him unable (o regawm use of
normal functions for the rest
of his hie

Ingredicnts

Each day, Americal sol-
diers make utwise and often
unauthorized purchases o0
the Vietnamese economy.
Most appear harmiless, but a
certain  percentage  usually
result n frightful consequ-
ences.

Most dangercus purchases
insolve foodstuffs. both solids
and hquids, because Gls mis-
takenly believe that coetain.
ers bearing American brand
names are bora e US.
products.  Such is widom
1rue.

Bottles are easily procured
by Vietmamese who (ift them
with homemade brews, many
of whith are plagued by im-
purities.

Viet Cong and their village
friends  spike drinks with
toxic agents, usually formal-
dehyde. ground glass, and
battery acid. Oddly enough,
most people cannot readily
detect such additives in time
to avoid injury.

Booby Trps

Also to be avoided are
open sir relreshment stands
where one may watch a drimk
or sandwich being prepared
but cannot judge what in-
gredients are used, Even
popsicies soid by babysan
have a polluted waler base

Consumption of such food-
stuffs ¢an cause painful dis-
eases Like ptomane poisonimg
and henatitin,

Bew

Eals and drinks
the only taboo items
village Cigaret |
candies. and soyven.
are also used as tools

Cigaret hghters am
and often booby trappe
a small charge that d
a G particularly one
g the highter close
{ace.

Odd Foellng

Candies too can be ¢k
by hollowing the core ar
serling  éxplosive v
candles usually are not
buying due to their
burning rate.

Souvenir toys ov doll
prime objpcts for e
treachery and. lastyea
large number were four
contain  explosive  mat:
That news put a strong .
into Cls who mailed |
toys or dolls.

Local villages are ger
ly interesting places to
and most display
array ol merchandise.
many goods found then
products of the black m:
with prices jacked sky
for the unwary GL

AJternative

Americans further mi
mistake by using MPC 1
helps boost the black m
evonomy

Purchases of Vietnam
venirs and any type of
or beverage should a
be made at a PX or aut!
ed conces<ion where g
merchandise s assured

Gl buyers in the v
should be continually
of the danger inherer
shopping there. An nld
suffices well®

Caveat Emptor®  Lef
Buyer beware’ (Amerwa

Aprit 1,



INTERROGATOR THINH OF THE VIETNSAMESE Nationaf Police Fiell Force Platoon
explains results of hix que<tining of 3 VC suspect to SSG Hung, an ARVN interpreter
attached to the 11th Inl. Bde. SSG Hung's ability as a transiator ofien gives 11th Bde. anlts

s big jump on the enrny.

tFhoto by SP3 Al Holloway, 11th [O).

Coll the Best Man Avcilabls, on ARVN Interpreter

No Speaka Da Language, Joe?

By ILT PETER WESTHUP

CHU LAI — Approaching
the village chef, the Amen.
cal Doy platrey leader
spoke slowly and dotinctly n
Victnamese

“Have you seen any Vit
Cong?”

The old man sakd he
hadn't, so the heutenant tned
again, each time changing
the tone and pronunciation
of his question. Finally, the
man’s face brightened. and a
rapid flow of information
poured out.

Bul, because he wasn't
fluent in Vietnamese, the
Leutenant understood only
that be might be missing

vajuable information. Then
insparation hit.
Results
A quick call 1o the bat-
tabon  commander  {lying
overhead broucht the bat-
talion's ARVN  interpreter

from duty with another pla.
100 In  mcments.  the
Amcricans fearned that 17
VC armed with nfics and a
morsar tube. had just left the
village and  were  headed
wost

Ice Cream!

DLC PHO —1ce cream’ lece

cream’  Yup st tke Bl
Costy used 10 sell it an that
record; that'c how good 1t

makes a guy feel

Thanks to PSG Jobn H
Hicks «Crystal Springs.
Miss ) and hiz erew, 1lth
Int. Bde. chowhounds here
are seeing Tlavors ranging
from banana 1o strawberry
several times 2 week.

The locai ce cream plant
produces 79 2':-gallon con-
ta‘ners evern Monday., Wed-
nesday. and Friday. {11th 109

Apsil, 27 1969

Within an bour. the VC
firce had been intercepted.
Floven VC were kilted, four
were captyred, and several
weapone taken

Such assistance givern
Amernican  umts throughout
Vietnam by ARVN interpre-
ters typifies thew value in
the GI's dasly operations.

Loungy Rosd

Becoming an ARVN inter.
preter is hard work

After submitting a request
to attend the Armed Forces
Language Institute in Sai-
gon, the would-be interpreter
must pass an entrance exam
that requires limited facility
in English, Then he under-
Eoes a securily check.

Average atiendance at the
Institute is three to four
moriths, depending on the in.
dividual's  ability to  grasp
English and his performance
on a rigorous final exam.

H possible, assignment is
through choice of unit. Some
interpreters join ARVN per.
sonnel management and ad.
minisirative support teams.
but most move to American
combat pnd combhat support
units

Big Asset

The Amernical Division's
154 interpreters. 10 of whom
are attached, have performed
well in various  capacities
Inciuded among awards made
to interpreters in the past
two months are three Silver
Stars. <1x Bronze Stars. and
10 Army Commendation Me-
dals.

Unit  commanders  claim
their intergreters are 3 vital
link in the success of combat
IS KONS.

“Having  an
greatly

interpreter
increased my pla.

toen’s operationa! efficiency,”
sad ILT Arthur € Grueter
tManchester, N H 1, formerly
a company CO with the
11th Inf Bde.

“More thaa once. an inler-
preter gave us good leads
through hi contacts with
jocal villagers.™

Interpreters are aiso valu-
able assets o civic action
programs. according to SGT
Thomas G. Sweeny (Bayside,
NY) whe works closely
with interpreters for  the
11th Inf Bde.'s Civil Affairs
ection,

“Interpreters are not only
vahiable as translators but
as diplomats,” said SGT
Sweeny "“They really get us
closer 1o the Vietnamese
people ©  1Americal 10}

* Engineers Always Eye

‘That Other One Time'

Ry SPL DEXNIS SELBY

1.Z ROSS. The warning
~choedt up and down the
slow-moving column of en-
gineers

"Burning a hale

The C-4 charge s sct. and
the demohlion exper! moves
1o place the next charge over
a suspected mine

Working tn stifling noon-
day Meat men of the second
platoon of A Co. 26th Engr
Bn are sweeping and clear-
ing newly-opened Highway
534

Sods Night

Advancing toward the first
piatoon of D Co., 26th Engrs..
the Americal Division soi-
diers have a five-mile sec-
tion of road to clear. Hope-
fully. they wili fimish by 2
pm., because it 13 Saturday
generally “cold soda mght”
here where the second pla-
toon is billeted.

Begunning about 7 am _ at
LZs Ross and Karen, the two
platoons of engineers begun
sweeping Highways 534 and
535 1o meel at their inter-
section

24 ARVN Division scldiers
provide security on  each
Nank. roving 190 to 600 me-
ters and loosing an occasion-
al M-T83 round to flush pos-
sible snipers.

Mid-day heat doesn’t skow
the unit. The road may be
hesvily-mined:  almost  two
years have passed since the
Tast convoy rolled over the
one-vehicle-wide path.

Prodding
According to ILT Michael
Bollinger (Manila,  Ark.}.

second platoon leader. “we
check anything that regist-
ers on mine detectors. True,
it's usually a buried soda can
or "C ration tin, but we
check it st the same.”

Two mine deteclor opers.
tors sweeping each side of
the road are followed by
“probers.” The MDOs mark
any suspicious spot of ground
that registers on the mine
detector

Then two probers. using a
hayonet. gently prod o um

;T -
.
Definitely a
SP4 Johe B. Dojle, the 11th Iuf. Rde. veterinary medie,
Innoculates 3 muzzisd scout dog apsinst one of niany disesses

that sffeet dogs In Vietnam.

meber dida’t have niuch 1o say.

Miiler, 33 10},
SOUTHERN CROSS

Dog’s lLife

The 59th Scout Dog Plstosm
{Phatn hy SPI Owen Q.

corver the wouree of the reud.
g It the ~cyrce cant be
keated nT ~ oo larve  the
demnlb.lon evpert aaves o
4 charge on the suspected
spot and “burns 2 hole " The
explosive cuncyssion sete nff
the mine

“Nine Gimes out of ten 1t s
not & mune” 1LT Beliuger
added “But thal other one
time can destroy a vehicle ~

Rarity

PVT  Kenneth  Roberts
«Chattanoogat. a  prober
wd the VO like to tune
roads with C-4 or other ex.
plosives.  Since plastic s
often used as a contsmer.
rather than metal. mines are
very difficult to dotect”

“The road 1s on!y used by
an occasicnal convey. bul be-
fore every trip. the eng-neers
must carefulls resweep and

reolenr the wohwas O ILT
B.rdinger <a d

“Fwe mles s a jreity
ecrd walk bul thats one of

the wbe of an Amerwcal cum.
bat enz neer " 1 Amer eul 10+«

Mr. Fixit Is
123's Alias

CHU LAI- The <han area.
strewn with desabled veh-
cles generaters, and other
damared equipment resem-
bles the lepondary elephants
gravesard where old pachy .
derms gather to de

But. in this case.  the
“dead” will live agamn
From  instrument and

waich repair specialists to
M-48 1ank mechanics. the
1283d Maint Bn keeps the
Amencal Division ready for
battle

Almost 300 pieces of dam-
aged equipment pass through
1234 shops each week 1o be
inspected. serviced, and test.
ed before release 1o ther
owWners.

Very latle it wasted. A
jeep. damaged beyond repair
is stripped of usable paris
and placed on the scrap hear
for return to the Statex an?
use as <crap metal

*We mayv not {ight the war
with rfles and crensdex
said OIC 1LT Kerneth T
Hunt (C nsmnats hut eack
time we put a veh cle back
an the rmad  we dsonurase
the ency © P Amer cal 100

Nlce Try, Guys

CHU LAI—Mr, Lawrens
Babitls of 107 West Linlor
Kt.. Philadelphia, recebed
Tontine inquirs here recent!
from Rebective Semice Boar

Wo. 13 in Fr. Lauderdak
Fla,

In effcel, the board wor
dered why Mr. Babitts had
failed to register far W
daraft.

SFC Larry Babitts, aliv-

and well as NCOIC of
Americsl Information Offie
after 18 years in the Anm
& currently deafling his reg’
10 the Selective Service.
(Americal 1O}
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At fire base, troops line up at 23rd S&T oo

ay.

Fast Supe>r Servi

Story and Photos by -

SGT DERRILL C. DALBY g

Americal Sapport Command b

. -

. CHU LAl—Americal troope In renete base sreas are -
receiving supply, nmint and administrative support ~

FAST thanks to the teamwork of diviion xapport elements.
Ferwsrd Area Support (FASY) teamm, operating n
through the Dhislos Support Cenwusad i Che Lal, travel -
Sa distenl fire bases to previde finamee, persounel sctivms, "
owe and twrs-dn, aad PX serviees. Now many services i
traditionally effersd i larger rear support sress are svall-

able to waits W rzmote fire bases. v
Before conitng im for stand-domw, sn mdividusl can (13
mmke srcemary PX purchases, take cure of personnel sad "t
finsncial affaire. and Bave wespoms repaired through the
. FAST team. lesvimg more free tinw to relax while n
Che Lai

»
Here's how the FAST systewn woerks. After placing an et
mitial request for 2 FAST visit with the Americal Support

Canuinxnd, x onit will he contacied by CPT Jackie Ratciiffe, -
rurrent FAST sdviwe. "
While st the hanr, CPY Kateliie gafhers information L33

~te

I & AR -

and money orders for 1st Sqdn.. 1st Cav. soldiers.

A FAST rep:

o R ———

e etin e e e i i — i i ——M'




o l S&T consx to DX equipment and cloting
e | o e °
-rvice Visits Field
’ P ‘“A:V wn whal the surn want and extimates whnt to bring va the
T - turikromsing FAST visit. Iftens desired range fron: boots

to camerss.

O a recent FAST nibwion, #9 radios, 15 cameras, §
shasers, § nallets, 19 blnoculars, and 28 Lape recocders ners
solff to & rorspany of 130 men. This represcals ah aversge
sale of mer SR prr am.

On the Nirst wyen visity since the program was initlated
in Febraury. almost $19.000 of PX nrerchandise was wld.
“We try to offes what the soMier lvoks for in Chu lal
We save sut the best for the boys i the fleldh™ «sid SFC
dohn J. Jacobs. NCOIC of the PX depot.

FAST personnel lhve up to thelr aame, provensing 308
troops dwring am sverage visit of sis hours. And they feel
thelr wark is Nighly remarding bersuse it glves thent a
chaace to do soowthing for troeps in the fleld.

SP1 Jaines K. Wilkerwon fire ruatrol instrunwnt repatr-
man, sald, it giies e a srnse of satisfsction to put o
plece of equipmient hack v working order Tor a crem chbed
ur gunmes.”

A roncerned “gun bunsy ™ ve a 135mm howitzer wilf
. welch ss Wilkerwn sdjusts and tighlens s «Ight. The
Y artiilerymsn’s retiet i evident 3x e <houts back to the
: erec pomd. “Gun Riber Tour b owpt™
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witzer for precision firing

“AST repairman adjusts a 155mm Ho
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Encmy fortifications eam be big trovble for grvamd troops. so Americal infantrymen have
come te appreciate the ralue of heavy tsctical air sad artillery strikes. Osly rubble remsims

after direct hits like this one on the Batangan Pealmsula

6 Engr. Ba.)

(Photo by SP{ Mike Friedman,

Rangers Drop Right Into Enemy Camp

‘Things Got Pretty Hot’

By SP4 DALE RIE3CH

1LZ BRONCO—*As seon as
we got off the chopper. we
saw fresh bunkers and knew
we were in the middle of an
enemy base camp.”

That's bhow SP4 Larry
Mosley (Sutter, Cali) re-
members & recent imsertion
made by his Ranger team of
G Co. T5th Inf.

Working with the 11t Inf.
Bde., the Ranger team bhad
been dropped seven miles
southwest of Duc Phe where
it encountered the base camp.

After leaving the imwertion
ship. the Rangers headed for
a trafl some 150 meters away
to csll in their positiem. SP4
Mosley and a fellow Ranger
left the position to recem the
area

Alert

The two Americal soidiers
tewned up 20 freshiy-dug
bunkers and two fla
ed hootches. Making mental
notes of numerous ememy

positions, they were unaware
cf activity several meters
away.

A squad of enemy soldiers.
dressed in khaki uniforms
2nd carry ng AK-47 and SKS
rifles was moving down 8
trail toward the other Rang-
ers.

“1 saw movement about 30
meters away,” said SP4
H. Sisson (Niagara
Falls, N.Y.). “Suddenly, they
moved into the bushes and
began sweeping om line to-
ward us. They knew we were
in the area but couldn’t see
us

Getaway

“] saw at least 10 of them.
1 held up my rifle to alert
the other men, and we were
soon resdy to initiate com-
tact.”

Whent the enemy sobdiers
had come within sbout 10
meters of the Ranger posi-
tion. the Americal soldiers
opened fire and inynedistely

k.lled four of the insurgents.
The others ran for cover.

“We think we wounded
several more, but things got
pretty hot and we bad to
hesd for cover ourseives,”
said SP4 Sisson.

The Rangers were extract-
ed with belp from “Shark™
gunships of the 174th Asit
Hel. Co. which put suppres-
sive fire on enemy posiions.

Before leaving, the team
confirmed the four enemy
kills and picked up an SKS
rifle. (11th 10)

Chargers Turn to Old
Standby—Low Crawl

By 8P4 MILTON SICH
LZ CENTER — When
the trail ended In thick

overhanging jungle
growth, a platoon of
“Chargers® from the
196th Inf. Bde. low

crawled isto an enemy
base camp and plenty of
action.

The secomd platoon of A
Co. M Ba. 2ist Inf. was on
a search-and-clear operation
11 miles narthwest of Tam
Ky where (he previous day
they had ewacuated several
detainees frem a3 hamiet. In-
terrogation had  produced
focation of sm unknown-size
enemy force

Now the piatoon was pat-
rolling the probable location
—the same area in which
they had mede contact the
day before.

“Blue Ghsst™ gunships of
F. Trp. 8th Cav. assisted by
rocketing the location before
the platoos moved in.

Waterfall

The “Charger” platoon
filed down a trail Nanked by
triple canopy hungle vegeta-
ton. When they could go no
further becamse of the heavy
growih. the men began
searching far a way to comn-
tinue.

The poist element dis-
covered a marrow path so
overgrown with jungle vege-
tation that the men had to
low crawl. After moving 50
meters. poust man SP4 Terry
Green  (Springfield. Va))
heard what ke thought was
runhing water.

Moving forward a short
distance, Green came to 3
large waterfall Next door
was an emsmy base camp,
extremely well camouflaged
and ring~d with fighting posi-
tions and loskout posts.

As Greem looked over the

Cornered VC Says To

Mr. Tunnel

LZ BALDY-What SP4
Edwin Zeller least expected
was the surprise greeting he

rot while imvestigating a
hostile tunnel
Zeller's bravado began

after four VC evaded a heli-

APCs Save Trapped MPs

By SP4 DONALD YOST
DUC PHO—The day had
been notably quiet as the
first platoon of the 224 Mili-
tary Police Co. escorted a
convoy hetween Sa Haynh
and here slong Highway 1.

Suddenly, the last jeep in
the convoy struck a com-
mand detonated mime. and
heavy enemy small arms and
automatic weapons fire was
directed at the jeep.

SP4 Peter A Jewell
{Canaan, Me)), machimegun-
ner on the jeep. was bupled
from the vehicie by the force
of the explosion.

SP4 Mark S Jordan
(Xenia, Ohio) stayed behind
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the wheel of the jeep for 100
yards hefore it d off

While Jewell manned the

the road and landed upright
in 8 rice paddy. Only then

did Jordan realize that
Jewell was missing
Fast Answer

~“1 couldn't see him any-
where,” Jordan said, “untit I
looked back and saw him
low-crawling toward me
through the rice paddies.”

When Jewell reached the

damaged jeep under heavy
enemy crossfire, he im-
mediately tumed the ma-
chinegun on the enemy posi-
tion despite painful bruises
and abrasions.

hi . Jordan grabbed
the radio and called help.
Two armored personnel car-
riers of E Trp.. ist Cav. re-
sponded with  devastating
fire on the enemy.

The two MPs boarded an
APC. and the disabled jeep
was extracted from the
paddy. “If It hadn't been for
those APCs, we'd pmbably
still be out there,” said
Jewell.

A day later, wrapped in
bandares and still in pain,
SP4 Jewell became SGT
Jewell. (11th 10)

SOUTHERN CROSS

Rat-‘Hello’

ccpter chase through s rice
paddy and ducked under s
larze rock o a neardby hill-
srde.

A platoos-size element of
B Co. 4th Ba., 31st Inf. was
dispatched %o surround the
rock. Closer mspection, how-
ever. revesied 3 hidden tun-
ncl entramee. and several
grenades were lobbed inside.

Zefler (New Douglas, III)
then volumieered to go in
armed with only a .22-cal
revoher and no flashlight

Ok, yesh?

He advanced a few meters
and. detecting movement.
fired three times. He hit the
nearest VC in the head. Then
came the swprise.

From the darkness, 8 voice
said simply. “Hello.”

The fight quickly over. the
platoon discovered a large
cache that included M-60 and
M-16 ammo. air mattresses,
fatigues, amd cznteens.

To his twddies, Zeller has
become “Ms. Tunnel Rat™
(196th 10

apparently abandoned enemy
pasiticns. he spotted move-
ment in bushes near a tun-
nel. A short burst of M-16
fire brought down a VC at-
tempting to escape.
Scramble

While reloading his wes-
pon. Green was rushed by
two more armed VC. Pla-
toon leader 1LT Laurence
McNamara (Fairfax, Va.i
wheeled and killed both VC
before they reached Green.

“That sent VC scrambling
everywhere,” said Green

Approaching a tunnel, two
infantrymen heard a noise
above the ememy position
threw grensdes on top, and
killed two mare VC.

Meanwhile, a separate ele-
ment of the platoon was sent
to follow the course of the
stream and ran into three
more fleeing VC. Two were
killed by M-16 fire, and the
other was captured and re-
tumed to the rest of the
platoon.

Inactive

1LT McNasmara found a
large tunnel complex. “I was
reaching down and pulling
out a VC when I noticed he
had a grenade with the pn
pulled,” said 1LT McNamara.
“T shoved him back and hol-
lered, ‘Grenade! "

The grenade blast in the
tunnel killed three more VC
and, after 3 thorough search
of the camp, the platoon’s
lead element crawled back
down the same path that had
led to the base camp.

Sudden movement in thick
jngle in froat of the pla-
toon was stopped with a
quick reconnaissance by fire.
A check of the area revealed
a desd VC medic.

Documents found in the
medic’s shirt pocket named
VC active in the area.

After the second platoon's
visit, 11 names were scratch-
ed off the active list. (196th
0

COL Subs on
AF Promotion

1LZ BAYONET—An Army
colonel promoting an Air
Force major?

That's what hapoenet here
recently when COL Robert
B. Tully (San Antonio, Tex.),
commander of the 198th Inf.
Bde.. pinned a gold leaf nn
198th Forward Air Control
pilot David Griswold (Wil-
liamsport. Pa.).

~“It was a ceremwnial pro-
motion.” said MAJ Griswold.
who had been promoted
earlier by the Air Force.

“The ceremony meant 3
ot 1o me.” MAJ Griswold
added. “1 have enjoyed work-
mg with the Army. It's been
a gratifving experience.”

MAJ Griswold. who is as-
signed to the 20th Tactical
Air Support Squadron at Ds
Nang, has been attached to
the Americal Division for
eight months, the last six
with the *“Brave and Bold.”
198th 10}
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Building Bﬂdges

White Lions of the 26tk Engr. Ba. work vigorously to repalr the damaged Binh Sem
bridge, sevem miles south of Che Lal Part of the bridge collapsed uhen VC pisced eaplo-

(Pholo by SGT Herd Hartley, Americul 10}

NVA Sappers Zapped
_ After Big March, Sit

1Contimued from first pagre)

106m=m recoriless nifie posi-
Lon ok & daect RPG hit,
LT Robert Mocarski +Hol-
volie,. Mass.t Tan intc the
ares o help evacuate the
wounded and strumbled over
a desd NVA scidier

wounded, and PFC Ronalkd
Noefieet  (Scappoose, Ored
ignared  painful  shrapnel
wounds (o make several trips

with Wiers to the ald sta-~

tion seme 200 meters away.

Everywhere on the besieg-
od sector of the perimeter,
exploding RPCs and sporadic
AKAT fire added 1o evacus-
ton grobiems,

A medic, SPS Bill Leander
(Saima, Kans was asleep in

Med Society
Membership
Is Booming

CHU LAl — Twe medics
hurr ot toward the confer-
ence room.

"What's the meetimg about
tonight *" asked the X.ray
techn can {rom the 312th
Evac. Hosp. here.

~I don't know fHer sure,
but I think the division den-
tal surgeon plans to talk
about a held project.” replied
the other medic, an aide in
the JI7th emergency room.

The medics were rushing
to attend » bi.weeldy meet.
ing of the Chu Laé Medical
Society, which operass much
the same as medical mcieties
everywhere, L an
opportunity for mem of me-
dicine to learn frem each
other.

Membership

“The society's parpose s
to present the opperiunity
for exchanging medieal data
between all branches of ser.
vice and to c-udimte
MEDCAP projects.” said
CPT Thomas Hall (Ham-
burg. Pa). Americal preven-
tive medicine officer and
society secrelary.

Medical personnel  from
every branch of mervice In
the Chu Lai ares Selong to
the society whose memnber-
ship now totals 225 simce its
initistion ‘n August, 1967.

Membershp is wpen 10
everyone i the medical lield
and statoned in the Ameri-
cal area. (Americal 303

Nice Try, Guys (2)

LT LIZ—The VC PSYOP
efiort Jost can't cot B here

For the sccond time in a8
wiany wonthx, s 15t B, 20th
Int. mortar barrage seceatly
silenced 3 brief VC Srwadcast”
from a searby treciime.

Next month: same time,
aame stiation, swume resalt?
{11tk 30)

T e —
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9000 Miles From Wrigley Field

A Once & Future Qutfielder

CHU LAl -Allen Robinsan
gripped the baseball glove.
Instinctively smacked it with
» clored fist, and Jet his mind
wander to thoughts he tries
not to recall very often.

First he sees Robinson,
CF. at the top of a Cubs dox
score —then reality intrudes
with Robinson, PFC,

“1 was invited to spring
trauning with the major lea-
gue club this season.” saild

i Chicago’s No. 3
pick in the 1967 college draft

chance of making ¥
thvs year,” said Robinson
who ‘nstesd will spercd thc
season with the 196th Inf.
Bde's 3d Ba. 21st Inf
Robinson. 24. turned pro
after four years st Tennes-
see State University. In June
1967, he moved to the Cub's
Cakiweill, 1daho team in the
all-rouk ¢ Puneer League.

Sports

and selective service choice
1ast October.

Only one monih inte his
Vietnam tour as an infantry-
man, Robinson sees  box
scores listing Smith, Spangler,
Hickman, Qualls. Young. and
McMath in right and center
field for the Cubs.

“1 thought 1 had & real

“1 went 1p Tennessee State
on a (ootbail scholarship. bat
1 played only two years™
Robirson noted.  “1 stayed
wethh baseball when it coin-
cded with spring  football
pract ce”

As a shortstop at Central
High 1n Mobile, Ala. Robin-
son never hit under 390 in

It’s Spelled Skying or

Skiing for

LZ BRONCO—WO1 Harry
Reed confused 3 planeioad of
people when he turned up
with skis and ski boots on &
recent R&R returmn (fight
from Japan

An imstructor pilot with
11th Inl. Bde. aviation, WO1
Reed Park City, Utaht is an
expert kier and & member of
the Professional Ski Instruc-
tors Association of Americs.

“I staried skiing about 14
years ago.” he sadd 'Twe
skied all over the East coast,
Utah. Colorsdo, Washington,
Canada. and Mexico. T just
returned [rom Japan which
has excellent slopes.”

While sttending the Uni-
versity of Utah, WO1 Reed
worked as a peofessional ski
patrolman, wstching slopes
and ‘siding injured skiers.

Rusper-ep

WO1 Reed entered the
Army in 1966 and went to
Alaska to teach Army and

wWol Reed

civilian personnel skiing.

was later masigned to mght
schooi and arvived here last
Auguxt.

“T've competed in all alpine
evenis.” he sadd. “including
the downhill slalom in which
skiers reach speeds up to 80
mph,

“1 skied in class B events
and once took second place
in  Alaska’s Southern Ski
Conterence.”

WO1 Reed leaves the Army
in 1971 and is eyeing Aspen,
Colo. for his first civilian as-
signment.

Theal

“Aspen has a special heli-
copter service which takes
skiers to unskied areas, then
directs them from the air.
¥ like that kind of work.

“That way I could combine
skiing and flying, the two
occupations T enjoy rost,™
111th JO)

SOUTHERN CROSS

three warsity seasons and
was the younges! player on
a local semi-pro team.

Hix Centrsl predecessors?
Just Willie McCovey, and the
Asron Wwrothers, Hank and
Tommy

At Caldwell. the S-foot-10.
175-pocmder ed off, batted
327, amd Wed the beague in
stolen Seses. He Dbats left,
throws right, and has run the
100-yard dash in 9.4 seconds.

“1 weat back to school for
my degree, finished in March,
and wemt to spring training
with the Cubs’ minor Jeague
teams” Robinson stated. In
one and a hall months with
Quincy. RL, of the Class A
Midwest League, he batted
first. hit 354 with nine home
runs. and again ed in stolen
bases.

That  brief,  bupressive
showing earned Robinson a
boost s Class AAA 2t Ta-
coma. Wash., one step from
Wrigley Field, Chicago, and
the big time.

“That was & bix jump™
he recalied “I didnt siart
any gmmes, but 1 pinch-hit
and pimch-ran & Jot. It was
& real expevience playing
with youmg guys and a lot of
oider veterans. ™

At sewson’s end. Robinson
visited his flance in Jackson-
ville, went home Sept. 29,
opened Wes mail that after-
noon. snd learned he'd be an
Army private Oct. 8

Like many drafted athietes,
Robinsm biitzed the basic
training PT course with a
perfect 300 score. 'Y was as-
signed o the infantry and
knew right away where I'd
be going™

His next big decision: Ex-
tend six weeks, ETS in early
May and try to play batl im-

Jy: or ETS statesid

“1 think I'd like to get out
in May, byt I don't know if 1
want to extend" Robinson
sail. “Tilk I see more of the
Tield. 1 jmet dom't know.™
¢ Ameriesd IOV

the xid sist'on when the at
tack was launched

"1 got 3 call from C Co
saymg tbey had & man hurt
pretty badly.” said Leander
“I grabbet » litter and 100k
ol

“T swarted (oward the
bunkeriine ax  an  AKA4T
started popping sway at me
! mmped intc one bunker
and shined my light around
No ome there was wounded.
et 1 heard moaning in the
mext bunker.

Plea
“1 started there, and the
AK opened up agsin. I couid
see dirt spraying where bul-
ets were hitting around me "

In the next bunker,
Leander found a man with
badly-injyred legs after an
RPG bad xmxshed his bunker.

“He was bleeding pretty
i " explained Leander i
ddn’t have a3 tournique! so
I made one from the draw-
strwg of a sandhag.

“There was no way I could
pet the man out by myself,
s 1 yelled for heip.”

Readigess

Leander’s ples was answer-
e by ILT Jamws Dean
Pesa Yan, N.Y.), who raced
thwough AKAT fire toward
Leamder's voice. Eventually,
ey got the wounded GI to
- sk station.

Eight NVA  lay dead
mound the perimeter, and
e sapper was captured. No
A/ solders were killed.

“It was jst like everyone
had trained for 2 whole year
w be ready f(or that one
might” said 1T Mocarski.
(Mt YO

=4

Goin’' Home

¥letwana: distant and oup-
MR, thred, rifle plopped, gear
sheng. tansed, wary, distant
and wpbill, weary, dixtant and
wphll. (Photo by SPi Dennis
Selby, Amerieal K3
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