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LAY — Vietnam's newest and only

expanded itz

large-scale combat operations

]aAwmericcsl Infantrymen Make Historic Strides|

named divisich—the Americal Division—made
historic strides towards the goal of peace W
Vietnam during itz first 13 months of opers-

tions.

The original Americal Division was organts-
ed for operations in the steaming jungles of

New Caledonia tn May, 1M3,

The birth of Americal in Vietnam marked
the beginning of many changes in
plexion of the war.

The original
bers ol the 196

The division

10ist Abn. Div.; and

farther and farther north, and now has troops
fighting right up to the demilitarized zone.

Americal soldlers were
th Lt Inf.
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Division Operations
Locating Weapons

CHU LAI — Americal
Division soldiers, working
in dogged pursuit and
tedious clearing operstions,
have been routing the
enemy from long-establish.
ed “homes”™ and denying
« vital weapons and ammuni-
tion resupply In steady ac-
tion throughout the divi-
slon's area of operations.

As soldiers of the 1lth Inf.
Bde. were closing out Opers-
tion “Norfolk Victory” in the
southern part of the division
sres with the largest wespons
cache they have ever discover-
ed, Infuntrymen of the 198th
Inf. Bde. kicked off Operstion
“Buriington Trail” still in pro-
gress. by moving into areas
that the enemy has held undis.
puted controi of for years

“Norfolk  Victory” closed
Apetl 19 with a flnal tally of
45 Viet Cong killed and 120 in.
dividual and 12 crew-served
for the

weal operation.

“Burlington  Trail,” which
has as its objective the open.
ing of & road between Tam
Ky west to Thien Phuce, »a

Special Forces base and district
hesdquarters In Quang Tin
Province, was started in mid-
April.

South Vietnamese convoys
had made the ground journey
by May B though more en-
gineering and mopping up ac-
tivities wers expected to

continue for several days.
“We started Burlington Trall
with combet assaults into the
ares and then cooducted re-
k $o force missions,”

“What we uncovered in those
first few days would be enough
to equip sn enemy regiment
for st lemat s month™ sald
batrakh intelligence  olficer

said Lt. ol William D. Kelley,
commander of the 196th forces
in the operation.

In »ddilen to Kelley's Ist
Bu., Sth Mad, seldlers frem
Co’s B and 1 of the 15t Ba,
40tk Inf. are perticipating
he nction,

In the first few dayy of the
operation two large enemy
itk and P
caches were capiured in the
Viet Cong-lmfested valley north-
west of Chu Lal

Capt. Framis X. Brennan

‘The caches included 11,000
AK-4T rifle rounds, 10,000
rounds for 50 cal. machineguns,
8,000 rounds of 762 mm am-
munition and 224 rounds for
60 men mortars.

Totals for the operation as
of May 8 were 33 Viet Cong
and eight North Vieinamese
soldiers killed and 70 individual
and 26 crew-served wespons
captured.
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Westmoreland Praises

Amcal Combat Record

CHU LAI—The commander
of United States forces im
Vietnam sald in ceremonies
here recently that the Amerl-
cal Division has “one of the
most impressive records of sy

Combat Ready

Two Battalions Arrive

CHU LAI—The arrival of

two infantry battallons from

installations in the US. has bolstered the Americal Division's
strength by more than 1,400 men.
The 5h Bn, 46th Inf, assigned to the 198th Inf Bde,

and the ¢th Bn, 21st Inf, with

RECEIVE INSTRUCTION—Newly-arrived

the Americsl Combat Center.
Wilscm, 18th Inf, Bde)

the 11th Inf. Bde, joined the

. Adiers  of
the Sth Bm, 48th Inf recelve iastrmctions on Deodys traps st

{Photo by BFC Smew L.

The 5th Bn, 46th Inl, ss-
signed to the 198th Inf. Bde,
and the 4th Bn.. 215t Inf. with
the 11th Inf. Bde., jolned the
division last month.

The soldiers of both bwt-

unit in my command.”™

Gen. Wiillam C. Westmore-
land, who is scheduled to de-
part shortly to become Army
Chiel of Staff, praised the
fighting soldiers of the Army's
only named division during

ization Day cer b
last month.

He also presented awards
te six of the division’s sol-
diers.

Included among the awards
was a Distinguished Service
Cross, the nation's second high-
est decorstion for valor, pre-
sented to Capt. James Taylor.
The Riverside, Calil., native
was cited for “performing re-
pested hercic rescues”

talions were | distely mow.
ed to the Americal Combal
Center, where they were given
a week-long course on booby
traps, map reading and charsc-
teristics of the Viet Cong to
supplement the training they
had received in the states

The 4/1 Inl. ‘Gimlets”
arvived in Chu Lal from Scho-
feld Barracks, Hawall, and the
5/46 *Professionsls” had been
in training st Ft Hood, Texas,
peior to their movement.

The new 198th Brigade aol-
dlers are currently engaged In
the defense of the Chu Lai
complex, while the “Gimlets™
are engaged In combat opera-
tions in the Duc Pho area

Lt. Col. James E. Armstrong
heads the “Gimlets,” and Lt

Turn To Page $

a nine-hour period last Novem-
ber.

Tayloc Is & troop commander
with the division's 1st Squad-
ron, 1st Cavalry.

Westmareland alse pre-
sented the 13t Ok Loa? Clas-
tor te the Bromse Star Medal
for service te MBgt. Mike
Hefer, of Olympis, Wash,
who secved with both the

Task Force 6814 was rede-
signated to become the “oci-
ginal” Americal Division.

Hofer's friends had dubbed
him “Mr, Americal”




Lawyer’s Corner

GI Bill Outlined

By CAPT. BALIM J. BALADY, JAGC
Legal Amistanse Officer

CHU LAI—"The soldier home (rom the war...the sailor
bome from the sea”

That libers! parsphrase of an old poemn poses & serious
question for iloday's serviceman. What does he DO when he
comes “home from the war” or the sea? .

In former timses of our American history, the answer to
that question may well have been: “Sufer poverty.” Fortunate-
ly. those times are far behind us. The American public, through
the Congress of the United States, has recognized s responsi-
bilities toward jis returning servicernen and has done quite a
bit about thern

Most reveat of theee “delngs” are the Velorany' Readjmt.

not A serviceman peed not
bave directly participated in the Vietnam conflict to receive
Mumwmmmwmthﬁmmu
ther requirements for eligibility,
provide principally for veterana educstional
loan guarsntee benefits.

and
They also provide for a long list of other benefits, the most

slon, service-dizabled vetersns insurunce, and non-service-con-
mected death pension for widows and children of qualifying
veterans

Te be eligibie for veim docationsl Jat wnder

after Janoary 31, 1943, for »

Religion 4And Tou
Joy Of Dicsovery

By CHAPLAIN (LTC) FRANCIS LEWIS
Americal Chaplain

I'm sure all ol us have come to the place where we despair
of the blinding charscter of words and more words which shut
sut 8o (requently the reality of life they were originally coined
o disclose.

How penicus the tendency can be in religion, where theo-
logical exercises become substitutes for the religious spirit.

14 yon and T might oaly bave the joy of Initisl disesvery,

ight, of lcmal t Mt.h €lod whersdm car
iguage and oar sry t serve 1y as vehicies of expre-
sion. Bach a possidility may be had by any seeker. Such in
e Jay of religions discovery.

To tind in the order of the universe the ateadfastness and
dependatulity of God’s purpose in the wurld. To find in that
ereativity of God at work in the nature of things and ome’s own
being the affirmation of God's perfection. To find in one's
worsl restlessness the eternal call to turm one's own creativity
into the same love for all created beingy as was mamfest n
the initial act of creation.

Aﬂﬁhhutulyhun(omduodhnd‘dﬂunl
wense, but te bave entored upon 3 for which
thers s xo forsecshle emd.

Thus. the gentle persuasion of God's crestive act speaks to
w from every existing thing before which we must bow in glad
abedience, sslung only for light by which to lve.

oy

[

THE SOUTHERN CROSS is an authorized publicstion of
the Americal Division Information Office for all division units in
the Republic of Vietnam. Army News Features, Army Photo
Features, Armed Forces Press Service and Armed Forces News
Bureau material are used. Opinions expressed are not meces-
sarily those of the Department of the Army. Contributions are
encouraged and may be sent to the Information Office, Americal
Division, APO 96374, Tel Chu Lal 3212. The editars reserve the
rght to edit ali contributions. Printed in Tokyo, Japan, by
Doage Public Relations, Lid
Major Gesera]l S W, Hoster ............
Major Geesld D. Hilt, Jr. .
First Licatenant Michsel XK. Wot!mg
Bergeant Jokn Nicholson
Private First Class Mike Kelsey .
Frivats First Cisss Bill Omrmt aee
Private First Ciass Dave McGown . .... .
Private First Class Charles Gordon ................
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Major's Curiosity Lleads
To Conquesf Of Challenge

By PFC DAVE MCGOWN
Statf Writer

CHU LAI-—In 1948, 17-year-
old Roy Knight joined the
Army with less than & seventh
grade sducation.

Today, Maj Roy Knight
bolds a bachelor'a degree In
buziness administration from
the Upiversity of Omaha and
is the executive officer of the
Amercial  Divisiem's  523rd
Signal Battalion.

The 20 years between have
been both challenging and re-
warding for the major. He has
served in Korea, Thailand,
Turkey, Panama and “ali over
the United States”™ Besides 17
years in signal umits, he has
slso been in infsntry, armor
and artillery outfits.

Sgt. Kulght of the

Signal Company was award-

o4 a direct fieMd commission.

It was an exceptisasl peace-

thme promotiom,

But his most outstanding
story is his conquest in the
struggle for self-education.

“The Army will beip anvone
who helps himsell™ be said

Helping himseif to Genera!
Educational Development cor-
respondence courses and eve-

ning classes, he earned his high
school diploma in 1952,

Transfers and temporary
duty orders often meant inter-
ruptions and discontinuations,
but he was never discouraged.

~“I'm  curicus,”  explained
Knight. “I want to be abie to
understand things around me."”

His curicsity eventually
led hin to begin working to-
wards his college degroe in

1957, He accamulsted credits

from the University of Mary-

land, the Unlversity of North

Carclins, Loulsians State aad

Oklahoms State.

With 136 semester hours
behind him, he still needed
seversl on-campus credits to
quality for a degree. The
Education Oftice st Ft. Bragg,
North Carclina, steered him
toward the Army's Degree
Completion Program  which
allows senior servicemen 10
live on campus for as long as
NECeLSary.

MAJ. RNIGHT

Ambush Was
Well Worth
Waiting For

Tittie ambush—one well worth
wailing tor.,” was the verdict of

From July 1967 to J. Y a

3

1968, Knight attended the Uni-
versity of Omaha, carmed all
A's and B's, and received his

“Les.mlr.:f Is never emding”
commented the major who

€ woarking
with a battalion of the 196th
Inf. Bde.
Capt. Bruce Bourgault, of
Seattle, Wash,, commander of
Biry. C of the 3rd Bn., 16th
Arty., was describing an artil-

plans to work for & s
degree in electronics engineer-

Soldier Adds Up Shadows,
Comes Out With Trouble

LZ BALDY-—An alert young
infantryman made a Quick
count of the shadows around
his moving night patrol and
came up with a Viet Cong try-
ing to slip out of the column.
Sp4 Michael Krydexr, of Pitts-
burgh, Pa., with the 156th Inf.
Bde., was part of an ambush
patrol when he moticed the
shadows cast by the full moon.

“When the count reached 16,
I stopped and kept on walking.
‘Then It struck me that one of
the guys had gone oo R&R and
there were only 15 of us out
that night.”

When Kryder mentioned the

shadow to PFC William Emely,
of Rochester, N.Y., he too be-
gan to count.

“Both of us noticed one of
the shadows moving off at an
angle. We turned and charged
then” Emely said.

A startied Viet Cong froze in
his tracks at the sight of the
two charging infantrymen and
was taken without a shot being
fired.

“Why 1 starfed counting
those shadows, I'll never know.
But it might have saved us
from being trapped when we
set up our ambush’™ Kryder
commented.

bash recently compieted
by his }5£mm howitzers.

‘The men in "one of my ob-
servation posts had found a
small island of woods st the
junction of two trails.  The
enemy had often eveded and
hidden in this woodline before,”
he said

One afternoon, three of the
howitzers pumped & couple of
rounds wto the area, finding
the target The settings were
marked oo the guns, and the
day went on ss ususl.

At mad-afterncon, the men
in the OP reported 25 Viet
Cong in the area.

The big guns booned, then
things quieted down as their
crews waited for word from the
men at the OF.

*They said we had put every
round on target and the entire
woodlipe was burning. No one
was seen coming out in either
direction,” Bourgault said.

lery tad

During & refuger move, this young Isd takes thue out to cook up a small lunch.

I.UNCH BREAK

by PFC Bl Guerraat, Photo Editor)

(Photo
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In Project ‘Jamboree’

Military, Civic Action Joined

Financal Aid
Gwen To Pup

DUC PHO-—Soldiers of the omoe the benefits and sbaerve

into twe groupa All military-
aged males were lsciated, smd

praise and warmn smlles

combining military and clvic
action operstioos n ome day-
long affair.

“Project Jamboree was a
Donald

success,” sald cordon and esmrch.
Keshel, brigade civic action When the people had been
officer. assembled and Wriefed. men in

“It layed the cornersione for the
5 of this kind in the tion began screewinig and inter-

Ita effects were mwitifold:
the viliage was thoroughly

future.” rogating esch villager.
In the ewrly morming. ele- At the
ments of the brigade’s €1k Bn.,

the sthers Drought o & cor-  of

st Inf. surrounded the village
and L. x s1d

senrched and at the same

Then a leam of Vietoamese

Binh High School.
At te village bheadquarters

the eatire village populath
was screened, interrogated, fed
& hearty meal and glven me-

'y

3
& J ¥

cadre, accompanied by one Viethamese tes.

platoon of the battation, enter-
ed the viliage and escorted all established, and the battallon
villagers to a pre-arrsnged site medical civic action team be-

Just outside the town gate.
hand eppertunity te expert- There, they wore divided

Lith Brigade
Sponsers Fair

For Townsfolk

By PFO LABRRY MOLLNER
11ts Inf. Bée.

DU PHO—The citens of

!
4
§

gan treating villagers In need
of medical care

granis were given to 26 pupih

other dignitaries spoke at the
ceremony.

Each reciplent st Binh Ar
was swarded 450 piasters »
month for the six-month period

Sbrtern high school studeots

“We present this financial
aid to Vietnamese children who
might stherwise pot be able to
stay in school,” Pugmire said

{»
Hi

4
{ii
1]

2 F §

|

Vietuamese

LAI-—Americal Divislon

i
i
i

b play the guitar and sing civic action soldiers have em-
Amavican folkk sengs. ployed the old “seeing is bellev-
“T enjoy playing for the peo- Ing” adage i their war on Viet
ple. They don’t have to ander- Cong propaganda.
stand the words to get feel-  “Often after ome of our in-
ng from the melody,” Gays fantry units has takes control
corsreated of a village from the enemay, we
As Gaye entertained, Viet- move in and find that the VC
Axmese interpreters pamed out have the villagers believing
candy and & letter to thwe Viet thet they control mssy aress
Cong from Prinwe Mmnister that are actuaily controlled by
Nguyen Van Loc, which urged American forces.
the enemy to coopersts with *“To counteract ihis  pro-
the govermument so the paganda, we have started ar-
for

i
g
i
i

over
Carlen villages to tell their friends
what they have seen.

Hospital

Civilian Patients Monthly

CHU LAI—Medical treat-
ment for civiliess ranging
scope from patching up minor
cuta to emergency amputstions

“We utked to assume the
added mission of treating Viet.
namese civiliarm® said Capt.
Joel M. Linford, commander of

*It was the abwence of exist-
ing facilities we found when we
arrived thst us to
request the Job,” sdded Capt.
Walter M. Kemplerer, company
executive officer.

Since the hospital initiated
its civilian treatment program

., last November, s staff has

treated more tham 1300 patl-
s,

The hospital also  handles
American war casusities who

Treats Numerous

makes more than 400 blood the villagers.

WARY PATIENT

This young Vietn » exerds hiy 11th Inf. Bde.
doctar a little warlly during » check-up keld by the brigade
recently. ('S Army Phota)
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~ Division's First Year In Vietna

OCoatinwed Fvem Page 1

Operation  Wheeler wms
launched by the 1st Bde, 10ist
Aba Div, before the pars-
troopers departed the Amerieal

which hed been using the ares
in the highlands northwest of
Chu Lal at will for years

Div.' L hed Operation Wal-

for the II Corps Tactical Zome.
The fighting was directed at
the elimination of the 2ad
North Vietnamese Army Divy,

 Occasl

IR}

lowa some three weeks after
the initietion of Wheeler, and
the two operations were com-
bined on November 11, 1967,

-

making Wheeler/Wallowa one
of the longest running opers-
tions being conducted in Viet-
nam.

‘The “Gary Owen” skytroop-
ers met and badly defeated
elements of the 2nd NVA Divi-
slon in action in the Que Son
Valley shortly before they left

onal Ceremonles ... '

VISITING DIGNTTARIES—Gen. Willlame C. Westmersland, 1Lt. Gea. RE Omshman Jr.
Lt Gen. Lam sud Maj Gem. S.W. Keshur review tresps during erganization day.
PFO Bl Guvrust, Phets Editer)

HEAD U3 KTihS

111 Varine imphibious Force

Filitery ’ssistance Coumend, Vietnem
c¢/o Fr0 San Francisco, Celifornia, 96602

From:
To:

Subj:

Cowrending General
Comm:.nding General, Americal Civision

L1:CDitgf
5721
6 Feb 1968

Congratulations to Americal newspaper, "Southern Cross*

1. Please pass the following message to the o.fficere and men of your

Division:

the division last January.

With the departure of the
erigimal brigades, the epera-
tion was takem ever by the
men of .the 196th Inf, Bde.;
Srd Bdo, 4th Inf. Div.; and
1st Sqdn, 1st Cav. 1t Is mow
osatrelled by the 198th Inf.
Bde.

Wheeler/Wallowa has been
the leader of the diviion's
combat operations and s per-
haps typical of their pattern.

The fighting Is steady, with
US. soldiers working doggedly
to rout a well-entrenched
enemy from positions he has
regarded as “home™ for years.

It has been basically umspec-

killed.

Operation  Muwcatie, a
multi-battalion operstion n
the northern district of Quang
Ngal Province, was lsunched
in earty December by the 198th
Inl. Bde. with one battalion of
the 3rd Bde, 4th Inf. Div.
placed under the brigade's

v..Tedht !

On the occasion of the first issue of your new newepuper, “Southern
Cross,” 1 extend my best wishes and personal thanks to the officers
and men of the Amsrical Division for the splendid job you have done
since you originally came to I Corps as Task Force Oregon, Your
Division has long snjoyed a superb reputation among fighting men,
and your actions in I Corps have added to the luster of that

£ 8§ Coikan,

R B CUSHMAN, .

4




m Provides varied EXperiences

sperational control.

The division's third sssigned
maneuver brigade, the 11th Iaf.
Bde., srrived from Hawall on
December 20, and lost little
e in becoming an effective
fghting force. The “Jungle
Wartiors” were placed in
charge of fighting in the Duc
o ares and have since taken
sver Operation Muscatine as
well,

Operation Muscatiee ele-
ments bad killed 1060 Viet
Cong and 11 North Vietaamese
Arvmy soldiers aa of May &

Many of the batties of the
sporstion bave bewa jeiat

1s Work ...

efforts with the selllers of
the 2ad ARVN Dir, whick
o headquartsred W Quang
Nl

The soidiers of the $ith Bde.
recently conclude? Operation
Norfolk Victory in the rooun-
tains southwest of Quang Ngal
In this operation, they destroy-
od & major enenty base of
operations and discovered a
eache coutaining semoe 126
wespons snd 1,000 peumds of
ruw explosives.

A total of 45 Viet Ceng wery
killed in the operation

Operation Burlingtem Trafl
wmwhﬂ-{;\rﬁm

cpen the road from Tam Ky to
Tien Phuoe, a Specisl Forces
camp and district beadquarters
in Quang Tin Province.'

As of May 8§ seme 311
ooy peldiers had  beem
killed by mowmbers of the

198th Exi. Bda comdmcting
the eperation.

The communist Tet sttacks

I hend it Vi

both mwetar and rocket :

g ¥
wers met with combined ARVN
and Americal forces in south-
em I Corps, and the enemy was
unable to make any significant
gsiem, in the ares, though
several cities and American
base camps became targets for

«». Dangerous Work

A

s

"

wave &ttack
In the past 13 months Ams
¢sn snd ARVN efforts, »
individually and  combik
have doubled the tervitory ¢
sidered controlled by the V
Damese government.

MOVING UP-~11th Inf. Bée. soldiers sdvance sn the enveny during Operatioa Nerfolk ¥

tory.

UNITED STATES MILIT.

(Phois by 8pd Kerin Howe, 11th Inf. Bde.)

HE RS

8228
ation

APO SA

Office

€ COMMAND. VIETNAM

My heartiest congratulations to the Americal Division for

printing the first issue of its new unit newspaper, The Southerr

Cross,

I can think of no better means to assist in maintaining

the high morale and espirit de corps of the division than the

establishment of a newspaper,

1 am certain

that the Sou_thern

Cross, since it will support one of America's crack combat

divislons, will meet the highest traditions of military journalis= .- .

and prove to be a truly outstanding publication,

Brigadier

General, USA

Chiet of Information
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198th Drops In

‘Cold’ LZ 'I'urns ’Ilol‘
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Army Medic Dedicated To
[reating People In Need g

By 8PS JACK LUTZ “Our primary job I te pie who need help—this time

yl‘ﬁ Iat. Bde. serve as kind of as iter- in the states Having earned

medlary between the GI whe his combal medic’s badge, be's

and the going home o more of the

Mg, we same duly—but without the

. thin the ocombat
William E. Halle, of Detroit, petlemt goes to the decter. “T Just like belng & medic,”
the 8 oye Haite

the ) .

hospital. 16 works mmch the | And that sboyt suns it up

salq for him, and all the people, T

civilian and milltary, bes -~ N

beiped.

“It's & start,” resiated the WORDY FRIENDS—PFO Ray Petty shis In the mbddle of

soldier as he turmed to pet  the 56 feel letter sont te him by &8 friends. (Photo by FFC
ready for another medical visit. IO Ooerrant, Phete Editer)

DS Sopet X o Long Letter
Youth Captures Hearts Zong Lett

Rriyinioss And Minds At Tith Bde. Recipient

ip kids like that LZ BRONCO—A I4-yesr-old insure that there would be hmﬂ:l"m R‘:ékl’elp-
as mouch a5 we can. There are has the standard Money svailable for his educa- ks one ew TS ™
WF""" lml & the bearts tion. Thanks to their efforts, Virtnam that has ever had o
the youth will be able to con- rest before be could finish
school. It's a start,” he com- And minds of the men of Primo 1,0 pig five ining years veading = letter from his
Gurwsany, » shoet stint It the mented Aviation, Lid, the 11th Inl. of high school friends.
mow in Vietnss. “As & medio M the Army, Dde. aviation section. He had s'eady finbsbed the Tr2 basic resson for bas
rot4od . erphanagus Wy, by oldest of three
Germany boys in his family, waz forced
o discootinue his education 10 teading
belp his father spport his
brothers, 30 be came 1o Land- Pho
ing Zoe Bronco Jooking for Bde.
work.
He started to work for twe N,
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