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Strategy Session 
lLT David Yates (Chesapeake, Va.), a pIatoH leader wttII B Co., lad Bo" lst W., INth Inf. Bde., discuses tile laetlcal sftnatIoa 

wlUI a RF-PF IeacJft" before bePut\ng a cordoa operatioe III IIIe Qoe SOB Valley. (Pho&o by SP4 Jim Brace, lJIth BcIe. 10) 

Boxes Enemy In U AHack 

~narmedSergeant Kayos Sappers 
By SP5 DENNIS DlVINE . " 

LZ BALDY - SGT Lan;y 
Cathey {Sl~, Okla.). ~may 
not be a GWden Gloves Bour, 

. but to an NV A sapper, the yoqng 
. soldier 8Cl,old have been heavy­

weight champion of the world. 
The 196th Iol. Bde. trooper 

was sleeping in his hootch at LZ . 
Baldy wilen an iocoming ·rocket 
shattered the silence and sig-. 
oaled the begiooiog of an early 
mOrning NV A sapper attack. 

Cathey sat up instantly, jump­
ed out of bed and beaded for the 

1I&ht1og positions. 
CoBfroata NY A 

. No sooner was the supply ser· 
geant from B Co., 4th Bn., 31st 
Inf., ootside when he found hIm­
lelf practically face to face with 
two very surprised NV A sappers 
In the inky darkness. 

''They were still about si:J: feet 
from me, so I let them keep 
coming and jumped the first one 
- the other one turned and 
l11li," said the unarmed Cathey. 

lLT Haze A. lIcDougal (U-

mestone, Maine); the company 
XO, was h\l1Tiedly, e:riting his 
bootch when he saw SGT Cathey 
tackle the NV A. 

"I cooldn't fire on the NV A for 
fear of hitting Cathey so I was 
forced to hold off," said LT 
McDougal. 

''I hit the first one three 
times," said Cathey, ' "and he 
pulled a grenade, so I bit him 
once more, grabbed his AK and 
took off. The grenade exploded 
and the bruised NV A crawled 

under a building, getting back in 
a corner against some sand­

-bags," be concluded. 
Sapper- Zapped 

Later In the battle" the sapper 
-"85 KO'd by a ~ of Cath!!y's 
buddies, led by 1SG Larry K. 
Ferguson (Selma, Ala.) of A Co. 

Tbougb a bit -shaky after his 
close brush with the enemy, 
Cathey continued to seek more 
NV A uppers. 

Be joined two other men led 
by ILT McDougal, wbo were at-

Welcome New Commanders 
CHU LAl-The 18th Combat Aviation Group and two battalioos 

in each the 1118th and l1th Inf. Bdes. have new commanders. 
COL Delbert L. Townsend (Wasbiogtou, D.C.) has taken over 

the helm of the 16th CAG. COL Townsend replaces COL Banz K. 
Drueoer who will report to the Chief of Plans Office, 18th Airborne 
Corps, Ft. Bragg, N.C. . 

LTC Craig G. Coverdale (Manhasset, N.Y.), a West Point 
graduate, assumed command of the lst Bn., 4Sth Inf., 1118tb Bde. 

LTC Coverdale replaced LTC George R. Underbill (Pulaski, 
ID.), who has assumed command of the Americal Combat Center, 

LTC Robert N. Fernandez (Fort Leavenworth, Kan.) now heads 
the 11th Bde.'s 4th Bn. 3rd Inf. (AMERICAL 10) 

tempting to make their way to a 
bunker, about SOC) yards away. 

Moving quickly along the edge 
ol the road leading to the bunk­
'er, the rescue squad received 
heavy enemy fire from four des­
perate sappers. 

The four enemy were brought 
under fire and killed by the in­
fantrymen. 

BaUer SarroaacJed 
Cathey continued on with his 

squad, only to arrive at the 
bunker and find it surrounded. 
Re ce i ving incoming RPG 
rounds, the sergeant helped 
evacuate the Wounded. 

Three NV A soldiers were try­
Ing to crawl through the peri­
meter wire directly in front of 
the bunker. "Everytime they 
moved," said 1LT McDougal, 
"Sergeant Cathey and the other 
men just picked them ·off." 

Next mOrning, the "Chargers" 
found their qulck reaction to the 
sapper strike had accounted for 
17 dead enemy lyiog near and in 
the company area. (186th 10) 

early !Doming move east­
ward to link up with a sis­
ter company from the 11th 
Inf. Bcle. when enemy acti­
vity w a B spotted on the 
ridge. . 

Alter finding a trail through 
the dense anderbrush, the com­
pany went up to investigate. 

UIIIIer F1re 
"We .badn't gone 40 meters up 

the trail along the ridgeline 
when we were hit hy small 
arms, automatic weapons, and 
heavy machinegun fire," related 
riDeman Bob Lindoman (Balti­
more), 

"The NV A had a .51 caliber 
raking the slope and we were 
forced to pull back," 

While the 11th Bde. soldiers 
were regrouping at the base of 
the ridge, artillery blasted the 
enemy positions, and C Co , 4-21 
was combat assaulted to assist 
in destroying the enemy force. 

A link-up on the ridge and an· 
other assault to push the NV A 
off the high ground was planned, 

Once again, D Co. was forced 
to pull back by beavy machine· 
gun and mortar fire as they at· 
tempted to move back up the 
trail. For the second time, the 
NV A' positions were bombarded. 

Skirting the ridgeline, D Co. 
moved away to set up a night 
defensive position as close to C 
Co. as possible. 

Join Forces 
The nell.1 morning, a trail was 

found leading up the slope, and 
D Co. moved up to complete the 
link-up. 

The NV A, however, had 
moved through the night also 
and suddenly opened fire . Ma­
rine F4 jets silenced the enemy 
fire with close proJimity runs, 
dropping 500-pound bombs. 

SP4 Frank Martzall (Lancas­
ter, Pa.) described what he saw. 

"These guys must have been 
part mole the way they dug to 
get away from the stuff we 
dropped on them. We found deep 
holes and fighting positions all 
over that ridge." (l1th 10) 



,~ 2 ,, ______ ~~----------------------~~~m~H=ER=N~C~R~O~~~----------------------_=~=_~~ly_9_'_l~~~ 

lMigion and You After Active Duty, What? 
Appreciate Fellow Man 

By CHAPLAIN (CPT) JOHN P. KOWAL 
26TH ENGRS. 

There are many ways of learning. We can gain new knowledge 
by reading, by study, by instruction of others. Perhap~ the most 
fruitful way Is, as the ancient proverb puts ii, by erpenence. 

DwiDg our &our ID VlelDam we pick ap D1IUlY and varied bits 
01 Dowledge. Almost all of as learn various phrases of the 
laaguage. We be~me famlliar with new customs of aoc1aI bellavlor 
ucI seemingly stnage religious beliefs. Some will even make 
lullag frlends~ with the people. . 

Different as these bils of knowledge may be, there IS one 
lesson we all can learn, and that is a deeper understanding and 
appreciation of our fellow man. 

Sodologfsts tell as that preJudlees are often p1Ded 1Ul~· 
easly, almost rr.m IDfSKY, bealase 01 dreamstanc:es over wbleh 
we I1ave 110 eGIHnIl. Hopefully,8I we grow older, we outgrow Irra· 
UouI hatreds. We ~me to learn, theoretteally at least, tbt to 
ute a man bealase 01 ~ shape of 1ds eyes, the enlor of Ills skla, 
the laaguage be speaks, the couatry of Ills orlgia, the rellgioa he. 
professes, b terribly WI"OIlg. • 

Now our theoretical beliefs are put to the strong test of practi· 
cality . Surrounded by the possibility of violent death, we come to 
realize just how much we need and depend on one another. We 
make strong friendships so quickly and easily . 

II shonlda't really matter then what parUeu)ar religious label 
we pat 011 a man, the eoIor 01 his skla, the shape of Ills eyes, the 
laaguage he speaks, for tllese are IlOl solid reasons to deny any 
man our frieDdsblp. . 

So often it is this same man who shares his food with us, 
listens to us when we are sad and lonely, shares our fears, binds 
up our wounds. So often it Is this same man who dies for us . 

This Is the one lesson we should all share in common. And 
when we return to the world there may be many things we won't 
want to talk aboul because they may be frightening to olhers or 
bring back sad memories for ourselves. May we always try, 
bowever, to live in such a way thai we would never be ashamed to 
talk about bow we trealed our fellow man. 

Hamlet Of Quaint Memories 
By SFC LARRY BABITrS 

My Hue hamlet in northeastern Quang Ngal -Province is not 
the type of pla~ an American tourist is likely to visit. . 

'l'IlIs amaIl f1sl&1ac IIamlet, lUlIIled after &Ile ..... u.·Aatan lOy, 
lias stood toDger than anyone can remember. Travel to My Hue 
requires great preparaUou beeause It Is aome d1stan~ from High· 
way 1. 

The settlement stretches without paftern along the coast of 
an unnamed island across the Song Tra Bong from bustling Binh 
Son. 

After traveliag the pot·bole riddeD road, swallowtng more 
dust Ia oee hOW' t.b.a.a anyone should ID a Ilfelime, and e'.lchaa«lng 
wary ,lances with farmers ou the road and Popular Force sol· 
dlers at checkpoints, one arrives at what Is eaJled a ferry . 

This ancient junk, powered by fwo sexagenarian women and 
a very pregnant young girl, crosses -the narrow, shallow river in a 
few minutes. 

At first ,lance, My Hue seems to alt listlessly Ia the saD, 
and igaore the passinK of ~e, the uUou's pief, and the war. 

In the language of the limes the word is Revolutionary Devel· 
opment. In the feverish climate of Vietnam's war stricken, fifth· 
largest province, all Is well. 

All Is as well 81 posslhle nuder -the dreamstanc:es for tile 580G 
residents 0( My Hue, the "Wy aeUlemenl." 

At the quay, hamlel officials, dressed in iIl·fitting, western· 
style clothing greet visitors. The tall one's badge of rank is ap· 
parently tbe numerous balI·point pens, their steel ends glistening 
and julting from an artificial leather holder in the pocket of his 
white shirl. 

Tbey offer gree\1ags ID Very halUag Eagllsh and motion for 
visitors to follow them. 

On a walk through the marketplace, the people seem friendly. 
Two small boys play in the shade of a gnarled banyan tree. 

TIle crowd grows aloag the walt with the hamlet offtctals as 
they uplaln tbt an AmericaD ClvU ARairs pl.atooa recently ~m· 
pleted over .b: weeks 01 work CIII a new grammar school and 

' ~mnnJty Iatrlae. 
Crossing the green courtyard, one wanders to the old partially 

destroyed school house. 
Noetalgla strikes as the visitor flqers the rubble and pleb 

.p shards 0( clay and the IDevitable reed baskets, day objects lIIle 
diose AmericaD eII1Idreu male. 

Fire-smged notebooks containing youngsters disorderly scrib­
bling and the student mailers on the walls all ring familiar. 

A subeoadoRa ~~ Is made belweell the deu, almoet 
nerU&-1ook1ag ___ aclIooI with onIerly rows of benches and westen!· 
IookIDg teaeher and the olel, dllaptdated, parUaIJy-deslrv7ed school 
with Its ,eneraUous 0( sehooIboy carvIaga and srafflti OD wooden, 
bIk .. tamed desks . . 

Returning along the same path taken to the old school, de· 
pression sets Ia. Perhaps the first step in an era bas begun for 
My Hue. 

TIle vUlage oIfictaI escor1s the vI£ltor to the aew baDding for 
a buleIIeot1 0( crabmeat cakes, DUDe mam, and tea. 

Two little boys play in the shade and one wonders , "Are they 
happy? Will they enjoy and use the 'new facilities? Will they know 
a befter life after contact with Americans?" 

Remembering his own past, the visitor. envies them their pre· 

When you entered the 
armY, ·whether by induction 
or eniistment, you immedi· 
atedly incurred a six· year 

' obligation. 
Part of your six years is 

served on active duty and 
this amount of active duty 
determines -whether and for 
how long you are required 
to remain in the Ready Re· 
serve (attending dri.I.ls and 
sllIIimer encampments) and 
how long the Standby Re­
serve. 

Active Duty 
Normally, a person servo 

ing two years active duty 
has a two-year Ready Re· 
serve obligation and a two­
year tour as a Standby Re­
servist. 

vice or the Re8dy Reserve 
of any military service. 

Anytime after the 9O-day 
period and up to five years 
from his entry on active 
d u t y, he remains eligible 
for call to the Ready Re­
serve. 

'However; under normal 
circumstances, his commit­
ment to the ~dy Reserve 
terminates not later than 
the fifth anniversary of his 
entry on active duty. 

An individual who serves 
on active duty for either 
three or four years will not 
be involuntarily assigned to 
a ReadY' Reserve unit, but 
remains to fill his total of 
six years in the Standby 
Reserve. 

Ready Reserve 

participation in not less 
than 48 drill periods an· 
nually and perform not 
more than 17 days of active 
service each year; or what­
ever lesser tlllining period 
may be presciibed in the 
category into which he is 
placed. 

"Unless exempted under 
specific clauses in the law 
-". What are the specific 
clauses exempting the Viet­
nam veteran from partici. 
pating? 

Since June 1967, Depart... 
ment of Defense says that 
individuals who have servo 

Upon separation fro m 
active BeI'VlCe, he will not 
be involuntarily assigned to 
any reserve activity. During 
this time, he may volunteer 
into any form of active ser· 

. ed at least two years on 
Active Duty will not have 
to attend weekly dri.I.ls (the 
48 mentioned before) and 
-for a surprise benefit-in 
no case shall an individual 
who has served in Vietnam 
during the present hostili· 
ties be assigned involun· 

Unless exempted under 
specific clauses in the law, 
each person while a mem­
ber of the Ready Reserve 
must receive credit for . 

tarily to a Ready Reserve 
unit for- the purpose of at­
tending dri.I.ls. 
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But 
However, this clause does 

not . exempt the Viet vet 
from mandatory participa­
tion in the two weeks of 
Active Duty with a Ready 
Reserve unit .. 

Participation in Ready 
Reserve drills, although not 
mandatory, should be con­
sidered by the Vietnam 
veteran. It is a chance to 
keep up on the newly ac­
quired skilla learned while 
in the service and ys one 
~.",,' .... v fn.. '!lAC linll, 
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iV'ision Exchange 
Is Big Business 

By SP4 JAMES 11'_ BROWN 
CHU LA! - The Americal 

Post Exchange has the busy at­
mosphere of a large department 
store with many soldierS brows­
Ing JlDd shopping through the 
stacks of merchandise. 

A main exchange and five 
branch locations serve a min­
Imum of 2,000 troops daily with 
• Forward Area Support Team 
(FAST) making more than two 
·trips per week to field locations. 

The overall operation is onder 
the direction of lLT Frank A. 
Lucas (West Palm Beach, Fla.) 
and SFC James P. Habib (Bel­
lingham, Mass.) . 

lLT Lucas' duties a,nd respon­
sibilities include Inspection of 
exchange facilities, .supervision 
of the 20 soldiers "d 54 Viet­
namese employees, lind admin­
Istrative duties. 

The "Ooorman" Is Habib. who 
knows the operation' inside and 
out 

The Vietnamese cashier train­
Ing program is bandied directly 
by him. 

Fast Servl~ 

SFC John Jacobs (Hudson, 
Mass.) who insures that . the 
team transports first class prod. 
ucts to the field. 

"On a slow day we still sen 
over $24,000 worth of merchan-
dise," Habib said. . 

The Chu Lai sub-exchonge is 
in the process of building a new 
soda and beer outlet to increase 
service to the soldier . 

Also under construction is a 
central kitchen and food service 
center which will· serve hot 
meals. This cafeteria will be lo­
cated near the main exchange. 

Vlemamese Help 
The Vietnamese nationals em­

ployed by the exchange are un­
der the direct sopervision of .. ~. 
Phan Van Dong, who will soob 
attend the Retall Managers 
Course in SaIgon. 

'Ibe exchange works closely 
with the G-5 section in dis­
tributing merchandise that is 
oot !IIlIeable. - This merchandise 
Is given to snch places as 
orphanages, POW camps, III!d 
refugee centers. 

SOUTHERN CROSS 

The soldier in the field is DOt 
placed at a total dbadvaol8ge 
when it comes to procuring mer­
chandise. FAST Is beaded by 

Profits from exchange oper­
ations are distributed to Army 
and Air Force welfare funds, 
which distribute it to Individual 
units. (Amerlcal 10) 

PENSIVE POUCEMEN uperaUq aJoag IteavtJy lravelecl Blgllway I dem.stnate .. effeeiIye. -: 
_ 01 VIeQaaaese ad Americus wortlag &ogelRl-. SP4 lUcky SoJce (no- RIven, MidL). sant -· . 
lIP Co_ ...... NatIoaaI Pollcemaa eomplete repGri OD ceWsJoa 01 .. Army velltde ad a dvWaa , '. 
..cor seooCet- ... t oamred 011 the busy thoroagllfare_ (ftcKo by 8PS Bm GaeJTaa4, AmerkaI _J().~.: 

U.S., Viets Work Together Derby Vets Roll Along 
By SP4 EDWARD BURCHELL 

LZ BRONCO-Division soldiers come from various backgrounds 
and many had unusual professions in civilian liCe. 

. PFC Robert Dancell, (San Francisco) of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 
4th Bn., 3d Inf. is one such soldier. having been a professional Roller 

"AllifKI Police Enforce Law 
Derby skater before he entered the Army. 

Dancell considers Roller Derby, "a highly competitive body 
contact sport," and became interested in the sport through previous 
skating experience and televised Roller Derby matches . 

He attended a training center in 1963 and started skating pro­

By PFC DENNIS SELBY 
CHU LA! - .In any war coop­

eration between allies Is a must 
H their goals are to be achieved. 

The Vietnamese-American 
.military and National Police 

relationship is an excellent ex­
ample of such teamwork. 

The 146th MP platoon, with 
headquarters at Phu Bai, is un­
der the operational control of 

fessionally in 1&65. 
Under conlract with the Original Derby League, Dancell played V,eefnam itS U Om'e On Range 

lor the Honolulu BJlwallan3, the San FTanc:\sco Bomben. the M.\d- .JOl'I :ST 
West Pioneers, and the New York Chiefs. . .= .• '- -- , •. -- - ... d Red . 
m~~\rmf';;';:t~aJse~~e';..o:~~y te~~b jSe~,::::s~m;!II~on~"f~~ For In antry Ro eo ' I ers . 
each of the teams are held between opposing clubs. 

The five players who are actually in the rink at anyone time 8y SGT DAVE DEVERICK 
are called a "Pack" which consists of two "Jammers," two "Block- CHU LAI-Most infantrymen have a legitimate fear 
ers" and a "Pivot Man" who can serve either as a "Blocker" or a of the infamous water buffalo whose unpredictable tem­
"Jammer." perament can turn him on a surprised soldier in the blink 

Dancell, a wiry 5'6" tall, became a "Jammer," possessing the of an eye. . 
qualities of speed and maneuverability which are needed to 
bY'pass the oppOsing "Blockers" and score points in the alloted Two 11 thInf. Bde. soldiers from D Co_. 1st Bn., 
time of 70 seconds. 20th Inf. are not new to such dangers. Both were rodeo 

PFC Dancell attended City College in San Francisco for two riders before arriving in Vietnam. 
years as a pre-medical student, and later as an accounting major SP4 Victor ' -8ilvas (North Fork, Calif.) was in his 
before leaving school to travel with his team. . (11th 10) ------.;'------________ ...:...._....,......:.......:...........:_____________ first rodeo at Bishop, Calif., 

Division History . 
That DOted military Ilistorlaa, Edward IIymoff. ID&ervlews a trio of Americal DIvlsioa soldien 

from !he 23rd Sapplyaad Trati. Bn .• Dlv. 8pt. Cmd .• Ia preparaHoa for IaIs fortbeomIDg eompre­
Ileulve history 01 !he AmerlalL To fIad oat more aboat &his sooa-to-be published vo1ame. see tile 
.tory .OD page Beven, jut below the IatrlgnIDg pin-uP. (Photo by Terry Reyaold&, VMH Pub.) 

when he was just 12 years old . 
Although he now participates 

in only three riding events -
bareback bronco, saddle bronco, 
and brahms bull riding - he 
has ridden in all rodeo events. 

"Saddle broncs are the most 
difficult to ride, but the bulls are 
tbe most dangerous," he said. "I 
).ike bulls best, though." 

"Rodeo is a good life with lots 
of excitement and good times 10 
go with the broken bones and 
bruises," he said. "I've never 
been hurt seriously, so I'll prob­
ably ride agalD when 1 get 
bome." 

S-GT Derateo La s a 
(McDermitt, Nev.) was not as 
lucky as Silvas. As he helped a 
fellow rider guide a bull into a 
chute, Lasa was attacked, run 
over. and suffered a broken ann 
from elbow tQ shoulder. 

Bareback bronco riding Is 
Lasa's forte. His first riding ex­
perience came at his pilrents' 
ranch and, like Silvas, he rode 
on his college rodeo team. 

Lasa, a squad leader with D 
Co., has ridden in Idaho, Ore­
gon, and Nevada. 

"Rodeo riding is a lot safer 
than chasing Charlie, but 1 won't 
take it up seriously when 1 re­
turn to the states," Lasa said. 

"Alter this year, I really don't 
need any more excitement or 
any more broken arms." (11th 
10) 

the Amerlcal 's 23rd MP Co. at 
Chu Lai. 

The unit is concerned with es­
cor t1 n g convoys and trans­
porting and guarding prisoners 
of war. 

Two seven-1I18II squads ot the 
' I48th, Doe located al Tam Ky- ­
and the other at Quang Ngai, 
are responsible for maintaining 
order in the two cities and along 
Highway 1. 

Work Together - - - -----

Combined ARVN, U:S. iIl" . 
and National Police patrols take 
care of any violations they en­
counter. The patrols consist of 
an American, an ARVN MP, 
and a · "Canh Sat" or National 
Policeman. 
. According to MAJ Lonnie S. 
Priest (Marion, ID.), division 
deputy provost marshal, "a mu­
tual respect of each policeman's 
responsibilities and abilities is 
the basis of an excellent working 
relationship. " 

One of the major problems en­
countered by policemen every­
where is the problem of jurisdic­
tion. 

In the RVN, military police 
COn trol their own personnel 
whereas the National Police 
have jurisdiction over the civil­
ian populace. 

A good example of the benefits 
. of combined patrols is a traffic 
accident involving both Ameri­
can and Vietnamese personnel. 

LaDguage Barrier 
An Americal MP arriving on 

the scene would have trouble 
try1ng to discover the extent of 
injuries or even gather and con­
solidate the events leading tn the 
acdden!, simply because of the 
language barrier. 

However. this problem is 
eliminated wben combined pa­
trols are present to speak to 
people without struggling with a 
foreign tongue. 

lLT Peter S. Tiffany (Carmi­
chael, Calif.), the 146th platoon 
leader said, "When combined 
patrols are sent out, we try to 
Jet the same men work together 
as much as possible. This ma.kes 

. for better understanding and 
friendshiPs also are created." 
(Americal 10) 



· . 

'Amerit,,1 Helps Refugees Resettle Hie 

SP4 Bone helps the refugees in loading th.i, precious sacks of rice aboard Itoe waiting vehicles. 



,Dut 
CHU LAI - Last month the 

second pbase of the resettlement 
program for Hiep Duc Province 
was undertaken and accom­
pUshed in a combined effort by 
the tIh Plt., . 2tIh Civil Affairs 
Bn., MACV Advisory Team, and 
USAID (United States Agency 
for International Development) 
with · convoy transportation sup­
plied by B Co., 23rd S&T Bn. and 
route secw:ity provided by F 
Trop., 8th Cav. 

Until two years ago, civilians 
of Hiep Duc were being moved 
to temporary settlements in 
Tam Ky due to Viet Cong activi­
ty in the province and to enable 
Allied operations to pacify the 
area . In Marcb, approximately 
one thousand civilians were re­
turned to the site of their pre­
vious homes, and on May t, an 
additional four hundred men, 
women, and children were re­
settled. 

The convoy from B Co. 23rd 
S&T Bn. carried rice, building 
materials, and farming supplies 
and equipment in addition to the 
second group of people. The 
move, a two day operation, went 
from Tam Ky to LZ Ross to 
Hiep Du<:. 

Photos By 

SGT Derr;" C. Dalby 

Support Command 
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,.Mini-Squad Packs 
Extra-LargePunch 

By SP4 BILL CRAWFORD 
LZ WEST-A company &om the 196th Inf. Bde. is 

getting "maxi-accomplishments" from a "Mini-Squad." 
'The "Mini-Squad" is a 10-man element of D Co., . 

4-31 Inf., and they have been waging a private war 
against VC in recent weeks. . 

"This group of men has done an outstanding job 
since it was fonned three months ago," said CPT John 

4-3. Locates 
NV-A'Camp 

. LZ BRONCO - Soldiers of the 
11th Inf. Bde.'a A Co., 4th Bn., 
.Sa! W., made a combat assault 

. Into an area 2% miles northwest 
of LZ San luan H1lI and folUld 
an enemy basecamp. 

Led by CPr Ambrus D. Car· 
nes (Brownwood, Tex.), the 
company moved out along a 
stream bed and approached a 
bill. SnIper fire soddenly broke 
out as they began ascending the 
hill. 

With the aId of gwWUps and 
artillery, the company was able 
to pusb up tile hill, following a 
trai\ leading to an NV A base­
camp. 

The complex contained eight 
huts, iDcIuding a mess ball 
which bad runDiDg water car­
ried by bamboo ducts. 

The 11th Bde. soldiers found 
more than 200 bags of rice, tolal· 
Ing 1 % tons. More than 12.000 
rounds of AK-47 ammunition 
also were found. 

Whittecar (Salina, Kan.), com· 
pany comniander. 

Surprise Eaemy 
.sP4 lohn Warren (Huntsville, 

Ala.), wfIo acts as the group's 
squad leader, explained the na· 
ture of the "MiDi-liquad" mis· 
tions. . 

"We are a small element sa 
we cao move quietly and quiet· 
Iy. lIost of the time we surprise 
the enemy before they know we 

. are aroUDd." 
1be squad operates best on 

alght operations. A six-mao 
~uad recently captured eight 
suspected VC whlle on a night 
mission. 

TtIe IigbtDiog qnick reactions 
~ SP4 loe Keller (Pinsfleld, 
Mass.) saved several Uves dur· 
ing a search and dear opere 
ation. 

Keller observed two VC with 
rifles raised taldDg deadly aim 
on bIs 1qWld. He blasted away 
with his 11·16 at point·blaok 
range, and two VC lay dead and 
two weapons captured. 

PoInt Squad 
The "MiDi·Squad" walks point 

wben D Co. is on the move. On 
one occasion the company re­
ceived sniper fire from a hilltop. 

SOUTHERN CROSS Jufy 9, 1969 

Fjord Every Stream 
. Up te Ids seck ID 3D ley _tala stream, Ckls "Polar Bear" from tile IJ5tII Bde.'s 4th BD., Jlsi 
..,~ aeptiat.es tile foreeful aarreat by meaDS of rope IlIId air maUress. n.e iafuDymen 'wen 
SWelllbig &lie slopes 01 NDI CIIom !IIIoaDlalD, Ieale of two Iatetlse battles laCe last year, for alps 01 
rea_ed adIvlty by NVA aad VC for~. (I'll. by SP4 lames BeDaett, S23rd Sig. BD.) 

Sgl Douglas Petrillo (Mead· 
ville, Pa.), the platoon sergeant 
of the first platoon which led the 
company to the camp said, "The 
basecamp appeared to be an old 
one being rebuilt. Freshly cut 
...... boo ... em the eround-and 
outslcfe fIle huts.'r '. 

m!~: ~w:~~c~!2 Rangers Dangle From Chopper 
derbrush and observed two vc 

:;~~F=~e::d~ua~th: ~ r,apeze. AcfReal Thriller 
fie ~'-' to Dade.. . ~ . . ~ . ' _ _ .•. _ .. 'n1e G Co. Rangers, 75th Inf., members of the team already in 

'I'FC WlLLIAMS spi,lled two VC In B woodllne to 'the ~ and t.o already 
'LAI Those daring miles west of Chu Lai. A closer hanging . on the rigging 

" ' . - the fl . check revealed about 20 more 'Sheokaruk was brusbed against 
young . men on ymg . enemy troops enjoying a party; . a n-ee-CIIllsing him to lose-bal· 
;trapeze.are a w(,lDderful act. The team leader, SGT Richard ance and ended up dangling and 

To IIIX Americal Rangers Wolch (St. Cloud, Minn.), called swinging by bis feet. 
iOn a recon patrol the tra- artillery on the VC location and Shenkaruk managed to pull 
-peze was a McGuire rig- radioed for extraction. his radio f~?~ his back and call 
.ging Qangiing from a Huey Up And Away the pilot. I m hangmg upside 
. t nigh'" t . t h hail f A Huey from F Trp., 8th Cav., down, can you set me down any· 
II . WI. a 0 piloted by lLT John Wyatt (Los wbere?" 

'J!nemy ftre instead of a Angeles) answered the call. A 
spotligSQ1.. flare ship followed to illuminate 

A McGuItt! rigging is a wood· the area, along with a gunship to 
en yoke attached to a chopper's provide protective fire. 
underside with 120 ft. ropes Wolch and SP4 John Shenka· 
hanging down. Two bowline r u k (Detroit) grabbed the 
loops at the end of the ropes are McGuire lines. . 
used to snatcb infantrymen off During the lift up and moveout 
the ground. - a tricky maneuver With two 

Braves Fire, Gets ·S. Star 
CHU LAI-SSG Archibald D. Odom Jr. (Little Rock, Ark.), G 

Co .• 75th Inf. (Rangers), was awarded the Silver Slar for repeatedly 

. Hectic Ride 
'''Impossible,'' said the pilot, 

so for the next 20 minutes and 15 
. miles they journeyed in this pre· 
carious position. 

Engulfed in darkness. the 
chopper was able wilh some ex· 
pert handling and luck to set 
down in a rice paddy west of Fat 
City. 

After the entangled ropes 
were cut away, the Ranger Ira· . 
peze- artists were cut away and 
flown to Chu Lai. (AmericallO) 

=~gin m::~~ to enemy fire wbUe on two consecutive recon HolyMackerel 
Odom volunteered to lead five men on a · patrol into an area re-

ported to be heavily infested with enemy troops. A few minutes ocl L 
after the team was inserted into the area, they were engaged by A Fo Cacne 
12 NV A soldiers. Odom immediately directed his men to return fire, 
and called for gunships. . DUC PRO - " Cbarlie" will be 

Exposing himself to enemy fire, he successfully directed the .gun- eating a little lighter in the 11th 
shiJ)6 onto the NVA's positions, resulting in four \mown NVA killed. Inf. Bde. AO since division sol· 

When the extraction chopper arrived to lift the team out, Odom diers captured an enemy food 
guided the ship in while the NV A continued to fire on the Rangers. bonanza. 
M the men were lifted out, the chopper came under intense fire and lL T Mark Richards (Los An· 
Odorn took up a position.in the door and assisted the doorgunners in geles) was leading the fi,rst pia· 
placing suppressive fire. toon of A Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. 

The following day, Odom again volunteered to take a Ranger when they came upon a trai\ 
team into the area. Alter only a few minutes on the ground, the heading to several enemy blink· 
team observed two NV A within 150 -meters of their position and a ers and fighting positions. 
reinforced NVA company 1200 meters away, moving towards their Platoon' members investigated 
position. . abandoned bootches and found a 

Calling artillery for four bours, he directed a deadly barrage of food cache in an excavation be· 

Ca' ve-Dweller shells, ItilliDg at least seven of the enemy. neath the Door. The entire cacbe 
After the action ceased, Odom requested to remain in the area was contained within a large 

• 'I'IIbi cagey rHlellUlll, PFC Paul L TIIIord (ltauas City, 1Il0.), to observe the enemy·infested area . That nigbt the persistent NVA wooden cubicle structure similar 
B Co., Jrd Bs., 1st hi., IDvesUgates the craggy rods oa the sea began to probe the team's position and Odom requested another to a connex. 
coast elgbt mUes _tHat' of Due Plio. "Ahnly, FIrst" IIOldIera extraction. An itemization of its contents 
WJecI two VC ud detalaed tllree odoen u well 8B an NVA cadre- 'Using a strobe Iigbt, he guided the chopper into the pick·up revealed: 1300 pounds of salt, 
__ after IIdIq _ latelllceace repons dIat a Viet COq platoon zone. Alter loading into the helicopter, Odom again took up a poSe 800 cans of mackerel, .568 cans of 
... beeII opentmc Ia ... area. . . , - ·ilion in the door to belp place suppressive fire on the enemy. (Spt. ham, 21 cans of sardines, and &1 

(1'IIojo 117 1J.T Fred PeI!'8te, 1,1th Bde . . IO) Cmd. 10) cans of luncheon meat. (11~ ~OJ 

----------~.~. ~.~ . .. ~.~. -. ----~~------~----------------



A pretty girl on a de80Iate beach is DOt in the offing around Southern I Corps, but the America1 Divisioo histoI'y is, 80 ordea- a copy before 
you return to the land of pretty girls. 

HESmVK YllB CUP! OF TIlE AMmlCAL DIVISION VIETNAH. HISI'ORY NCM 

F1l.l. our the order bl.ank below 
check or IIIOnll)' order for $6.00 to: 

(or a copy) and enclose ;in an envelope with 
V.M.H. PubllslWlg Caupany, Inc. 
P.O. Box 'Zl5 
AUantic 1Ii8IWmd" 
1Iew Jersey -ffl716 

•.......•.•••...............••.••.•. ~ .•.••.••.•.....•. ...•..•.•.•...••....•.••..... 
lIame 

Ser1al No. 

l!:Uitw J..ddres~ 

-Qleck here .1f 10- w:I..sh 7<>= copy sent to :'our home address L::J 
Bcme Adress 

City St.crt,e Zip Code 

Order Div. History 
COO LAI-'I'he Americal Division's. battle record In Vietnam 

will be recorded in lID ·80,000 word hard-bound book wriuen by 
military historian Edward Hymoff. 

World War n activities of tbe division also will be summarized 
in the documentary. 

~ 
. Bymoff's credentials as lID author-journalist include service as 

Korean bureau chief for International News Service during the 
war there IIDd as a news editor for NBC. 

Be bas written more than 1,000 magazine articles IIDd books 
covering topics rrom the effectiveness of the United Nations to the 
guidance and control or spacecraft. 

"The Americal hi5tory will be written on the scene, while the 
memories are still fresb," Hymoff explained. ''It will set the re­
cord straight about what the division bas done over bere." 

. AmericaI Vets 
The historian is interested in talking with anyone who may have 

served with the Americal during World War n or bas any other 
interesting facts to relate about the division. 

He may be contacted through the division Information Office. 
The history book may be oriiered on the adjacent form. Simp­

ly fill It out and send to the prescribed address. (Americal 10) 
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. From Elephants To Pythons . I 
' 'I ' V"";etyOfWiltllile Abounds In Div_ AD 

By SPt JAMES BROWN it in lIlY mind it really was a leopard walking at me. Eels are numerous, and a great variety of fresh-
CHU LAI-Americal troops are continuously sur- 1 raised my M-lI and aimed for the heart. water fish of the carp and catfisb species abound in 

prised by the amount of wildlife surrounding them. "When 1 fired she .jumped about three feet and rivers, canals, lakes, and flooded ricefields. 
Some of the encounters are more than strange animal started running. 1 fired a couple of shots and started As in most tropical areas, appreciable number of 
stories. yelling because sbe ran into the perimeter." inse(:t pests are prevalent. Among them lire ants, 

The wildlile is generally of the same types found in The next morning lt8th soldiers followed a blood termites, mosquitoes, ticks, and leecbes. 
Bengal and the )(alay Peninsula. The plateaus north trail about 50 feet past the wire and found the leopard. Leecbes are particularly active in the Americal area 
of the America! area of operation bave been considered Small Game after rains, possess an afimity for bumans, and cause 
one of the best bunting areas of the world. Also located in the division AO are small game 'acute discomfort. 

The large species found there include elephants, such as boar, deer, and bares. 
bears, wild men, and buffaloes, as well as tigers and . Monkeys are found in all of the coastal area. Wild 

Good Butlng 
The Montagnard people supplement their food supply 

by bunting. Among the game taken for food are deer, 
wild boar, montey, wild ox, and many smaller species, 
including wildfowl. 

leopards in particular abundance. fowl, both water and land binls, are plentiful in parts 
Leaplq Leopard! of the America!'s sector. 

PFC Michael L. Rogers (Baltimore), lt8th Inf. Bde., Although there are snakes of many varieties, in-
-,ras startled wilen a stranger in the night came his cluding large pythons, they are seldom seem. The Hunting Is done by individual stalking and trapping. 

Traps include various types of snares, pitfalls, and 
deadfalls. Hunters employ bows and arrows, and a 
few are equipped with flJ'eanDS. 

direction. cobra and almost all varieties of salt·water snakes are 
" It was awfully low in the wire and 1 realized it was hlgbIy dangerous, though deaths from snakebites are 

some kind of large ca t. It was pretty dart and I rare. '. . . . . 
couldn't tell what kind of a cat it was, but it was deli· Both fresh ..... "'8aJt~·ftsh a,re ~tifuI in the 
niteiy large. Americal area . In coIstaf·...,. abllrtS,lIl1gf1sb, rays, 

Some Americal soldiers bave become sport· minded, 
IIftd line riged tlaeir own styles of traps and catch­
devices. "When she was about eight feet away I finally got and shad are obtainable in V1irious seasons of the year. 

Fe:-; Way 
To School 

IUS/ RA 
No More 

CHU LAI - On July I, the 
military service number will be­
come a collector's item. 

The service number will be re­
placed by the social security ac­
count number for all members 
of the active armed forces, in 
addition to retired and reserve 
personnel. 

New personnel entering the 
military as of 1 July, for the 
first time, will not be issued ser· 
vice numbers. 

The social security account 
·number has no prefil: or suffix. 
Therefore the familiar terms 
"US", "RA", "ER," and "NB" 
will be of the past. 

"It will be important that per· 
?" soRllel sDbstitu.te their social se­

curity account number ·for their 
service Dumber on any mall g0-

ing back to the states processed 
after July 1," said SP4 Daniel 
Plata, a lst Bn., 82nd Arty. mail 
clerk. (Americal 10) 

Friday, 13th, 
A Lucky Day 

By SP4 TONY SWINDELL 
LZ BRONCO - For a National 

Broadcasting Company cam­
eraman and a division corre­
spondent, Friday, June 13, 1969, 
lived up to its age-old tradition 
of fatefulness, and will' not be 
forgotten by ei ther. 

On that superstition·filled day, 
the man from NBC was 
wounded while the correspond· 
ent possibly bad his life saved 
wben the camera be bad slung 
from his nect stopped an enemy 
bullet. 

It all began wben Peter Bel· 
lendorf of the NBC Saigon Bu· 
reau and SP4 Rict Soebngen 
(Levittown, N.Y.) were with the 
llth Bde.'s (th Bn., 21st Inf. duro 
ing a bitter fight on a hill seven 
miles southwest of bere. 

Bellendorf was in the process 
of pbotographing an American 
macbinegun team in action 
against the entrenched NV A 
force wben be was hit by mortar 
shrapnel and painfully wounded. 

A sbort distance away Soeh­
ngen was assisting in the evac· 
uation of wounded soldiers onto 
a waiting dust-off. As be turned 
to help another, a burst of fire 
from an AK..f7 came ripping out 
of the dense underbrush. 

'1t wasn't until a little !&ter 
that 1 removed tile camera from 
my neck and noticecl that it was 
demolisbed. 1 could hear the 
AK-47 slug rattling around in· 
side of it. 1 guess you know 1 
was really shoot up then." (llth 
10) 

By SPt JAMES BRUCE 
LZ BALDY - Grandpa walk· 

ing miles to school 40 years ago 
and urban youngsters riding 
crosstown to classes today have 
nothing on a couple of Americal 
officers. 

The two men, medical officer 
and civil affairs officer for the 
2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. 
commute 35 miles by belicopter 
three times weekly to Vietnam­
ese language classes at division 
beadquarters in Chu Lai . 

Part of the flight each way is 
over territory still contested by 
enemy and allied forces. 

Battalion Surgeon, CPT Phil­
lip I. Whong (Los Angeles) and 
lLT Spencer Baba (Bethesda, 

battalion S·5. catcb the 
~~!t',,,,:, .... .mli'rid·and control helicopter 

Check The Oil, Sir? 
Dae 10 a severe lad 01 aatltorbed servke statiou Ia tile Amerkal area, tills cioopper pilot from 

die 17ttll Aslt. Bel Co_ mast cleo llis OWl! wbldshleld darlag a hoD III tile acUGII III 515 vaUey. The 
"Slaarts" wen eperatIIIg III support of tile ttll BD., nst Iaf. (I'll. by SP4 Rod Preuss, Utll Bde. 10) 

out of LZ Baldy for their jaunls 
to the "Speaking Vietnamese I " 
classes. 

CPT Whong figures the intro­
duction to Vietnamese language 
gained during the eigbt·week 
course will increase his effec· 
tiveness during MEDCAPs to 
villages in the 2·1 AO. 

L T Baba plans to make good 
use of language in his civil af· 
fairs wort among the Vietnam· 
ese. 

Lifeguard Suns,' Surfs, Saves Lives 
CHU LAI - Like a duct. takes 

to water, so does SP4 FrantIin 
H a r r i son (Andover, Mass.), 
chief lifeguard at the Cbu Lai 
usa Beach. 

SP4 Harrison, or "Duct" as 
be is known to the other 
lifeguards, was a 5COUt dog ban­
dler with the 59th Scout Dog Pit. 
at Duc Pho before wading into 
his present job. 

"When 1 beard about the 
beach at Cbu Lai," Harrison 
stated, '1 decided that 1 would 
lite to become a lifeguard. 

"Counting on my past e%peTi· 
ence as a swimming instructor 
to meet the standards set by the 
American Red Cross, I re­
quested to be stationed at Cbu 
Lei." 

Fire Threatens . Villagers 

" Because of the rough water 
and strong currents off the 
coast, most of the rescues we 
make are with the aid of a surf· 
board," he explained. 

Sufboard a Ufesaver 
"Another advantage of using a 

surfboard is that if a person is 
unconscious, we can place him 
on the board and paddle bact 
Into sbore, rather than fight the 

Squelch Montezuma Blaze 
LZ BRONCO - Fighting fires 

bas become second nature to the 
men from B Co., 523rd Sig. Bn., 
D Co., Urd Sig. 'and Commo Pit. 
and U.S. Navy Seabees of MCB-
58, Detachment Gulf, working at 
LZ Bronco. 

Twice during a recent dry 
apeIJ, the 11 tb Inf Bde. soldiers 
and Seabees were called 00 to 
extinguish fires raging across 
the west side of Montezuma, a 
precipitous hill overlooking the 
firebase, as a result of an early 
afternoon rocket attact. 

Within minutes, the fire bad 

progressed down the slope of the 
hill, exploding dud rounds and 
land mines scattered all over 

I Top Grads I 
CBU LAI - Two 1J8th Bde. 

soldiers graduated at the top of 
the . 12-day Combat Leaders 
Course at the Combat Center. 

SP5 Michael D. Col em a n 
(Alexandria, Va.), B Co., 1·5% 
Inf. was the top graduate. while 
SGT Craig R . Singer (Kersey, 
Pa.), A Co., H Inf. was second. 

the grassy slope and becoming a 
serious threat to numerous liv­
ing quarters clustered at the 
base of the hill. 

Although hampered by the 
searing heat and choking smote 
which necessitated the use of 
gas masts at one point, the sol· 
dlers and sailors formed bucket 
brigades to snuff out the fire. 

Within an bour after the fire 
started, the part-time firemen 
bad succeeded in turning the 
Dames away from t.he hootcbes 
and putting it under control. 
(llth 10) 

current and possibly lose the in· 
.dividual." 

Two of the Cbu Lai lifeguards, 
SP4 Archie Hapai (lIiIo, Hawaii) 
and SPt Jeff Little (Malibu, Ca· 
lif.), surfed for several years be­
fore entering the Army. 

TPe other three lifeguards are 
quite proficient in the use of a 
surfboard. . 

Embarrassed- Swtm.mers 
"Life on the beach is Dot with­

out its bumorous moments," 
said Harrison. "Occasionally, a 
Red Cross girl or a nurse will 
come to the beach to sun bathe. 
A swimmer that has gone OIIt 
too far or is tired, will struggle 
to overcome the current and 
make it to shore on his own, 
rather than 'blow his cool' In the 
eyes of the young lady," Harri­
son said. 

"When this happens," the 
lifeguard cbuctIed, "we get a 
surfboard and swim au t to the 
hapless Individual and ast if be 
would care for a ride bact to 
shore." 

"The job is great," admitted 
Harrison, "but to teep in sbape, 
we have to jog a quarter mile 
each morning. Theo when we 
get bored we usually drop and 
'knact out a few pusbups'." 
(Americal 10) ., 


