
There was a yearbook type ab.m of the 123rd Aviation Battaion 
sold in 1969. Inside tis book 1here were these words: 

Provide Americal ctvision v.i1h: 
*Avia1lon Sl4)pOrt for clvision headquarters and assi9'l8d 
and attached elements. 
*AeriaI recomaissance and sea.r1ty means having Itrited 
offensive, defensive, or deilytng capabItty. 
*Tactical air movement of combat, combat st.qIOI1. and 
COfl't)at Sl4)pOrt If'Iits. 

Former and present commanders. 

LTC Jom L. Holaday, Arrra 
8 Dec 67 - 27 Jli 68 
C8the<i'a1 Qty, C8ifoma 

*L TC John N. Branderb.rg, Infantry 
28 Jli 68 - 21 Jan 69 
Portales, New Mexlco 

LTC Raymond V. Brown, Field Milery 
22 Jan 69-
~o, New Jersey 

(An arIde in the Febn.lary 2, 1969 Falcon had san Antonio as his home town) 

Coornand Sergeanl Major 
O.C. Hendrix 
10 Jli 68 
Bates\llle, Mississippi 

SGM Lawrence E. Tyson. Hadenda Hts. CA 

Duing 1968. the 123rd Avn Bn COI'f1)tIed an ifl1)resstve record. A Con1:>any ~ the AmeI1caI's ",omd 
IJli1s by haLtng 

1.482 tons of cargo in over 3,736 sorties. and In the process kiled over twenty VCINVA and medevaced 
over 94 

persons. B Company learned their tac1lcallessons wei. 
kilng over seven tl..I'Icred VCINVA and destroyed over 
575 struc1l.res in 27,510 sorties. 



Historical review. The 1615t AssalJt Helicopter CortlJeny was part of 1he 141h Aviation Bn. They went al over 
Vietnam lIlIilafter Task Force Oregon. The 161st!JllShp (Scorpions) platoon became 81123 CortlJeny Warlords, 
the slick platoon (Pelicans) became ";123 ~ Pelicans, the maintenance (Roa<t\.mers) 406 T .C. detactment 
remained M1h the 123rd Avo Bn. Most people WOlict1't know much about hs except 0lI' mess hal had the scorpions 
and pelican emblems painted on dn::ular wooden shields. There was an at:un for the 161st Aviation Con1>anY 
created in 1967. This Is the history of the 161 st Company and therefore the history of the 123rd Avo en. 

The 161st Aviation Company came into being on 25 August, 1965. at Fort BennIng. Geor{ja. and was Wit 1.4) to fI..t 
strength by November of the same year. The Peicans. ScorpIons, Service Platoon. 406th TC Detachment and the 
449th Sipl Detactment set sail for tie Repti)lic of Viet Nam and landed at au Nhon. wtich proved to be no the 
location of the company site but ~ the nearest vllage. 

The actual company area tlmed out 10 be a SCf'li) covered hit In the An Sou Valey 12 niles west of au Nhon, 
Lane Arrrrt Airfield. as It was deslpted. was bUlt from 1he bottom lC). largely throuc.t'l the efforts of the personnel 
stationed 1here. LMng in tents. 1he men erected 1heir own ~si-permanent lving q.JBrters or '1looches" and 
CtYistmas dmer heralded 1he first "sit-down" meal for the company. In Jaruary. 1966. the unit was assig1ed to the 
52nd Aviation Sattalon, located at Pleiku, to effect combat operations. 

Assi51J8d to gve Dtrect ~ to 1he Repti)lic of Koreas "Tiger" C8ptIaIlnfantry DtvIsion, the 161st Aviation 
Company concentrated its area of operations in the Ptu Cat molIltains jJst Nor1h of Lane AIrrrf Airfield. The 
Pelicans, "slicks". flew DefIa models wtlle the Scorpions, or "Gu'ls", ci"ove armed "B" models. From 1heir very first 
combat 8SsalJt. the Pelcans were known for 1heir at1itude of .~ the best wil do", Throu!;tlout 1heir operations at 
Lane AIrrrf Airfiet1. 1he Pelcans cOlllliIed an extremely merttofious record and earned a wei deserved reputation of 
being ~ dependable in any situation. The Scorpions first mission was to provide s~essive fire for 1he 
"sicks" cUing combat assalils. TIls fire was so effective that the "sicks" sustained a rrinlmum I'lI.J'It)er of hits from 
enemy fire. NNays on Stard>Y. the Scorpions saved many lves due to the fact they coUd provide a hI~ voUne of 
aCCll'8te SlWessive fire for combat lrits on short notice. One action commander was WOU"Ided. The crewctief on 
board the aircraft was saved by wearing a chest protector as he took a drect hit In 1he chest. The crew of the 
downed aircraft was pklcked to safety by the crew of another 161st heicopter, 



Jl6l8 Also saw the 161st in the lead of the 14th Battalon's first major airtft. On Jl6l8 25th the 161st joined her 
sister COI11>8r1es the 176th and the 174th In movtng two entire infantry battalons. The 1ft took apprmamately 5 hou"s. 

On 15 JUy a trawler, loaded wtth arms and 8I1l1Uition was making its way along the coast of South Vlehml when 
it was nil a~ by the Navv. Two 8cor"pfons and a Pelcan ftare ship 'N8r8 clspatched to the scene, and 
proceeded to ~ the Navv finish off the trawler. The folowlng morning the 161st and her sister corl'..,anles joined 
forces in lifting Koreans into the area to check for Viet Cong and to capue the ~es on board tle trawler. JIiy 
also saw the cOl'lCllsion of Operation Maheu". 

In ~ the 161st was kept busy with resct.ing the personnel on board a meclcaI evacuation helcopter that 
crashed near QliNhon and going to the aid of an AJr America twin qne aircraft flat crashed near Tam Ky. 

Au{JJst also saw the opening of Operations Benton in the tnOlIltalns norIt'Mfest of ct1J Lai, and the 16151 Aviation 
Companies' second mortar attack. 

Just ..... ee days pr10r to the local South Vietnamese elections on AI.oJSt 30th, the 161st had between 40 and 50 
romds of enemv mortar fire fal in their perimeter. Lucidly no one was tu1 and no damage was done to the aircraft. 

September marked the endng of Operation Benton and the begilTing 9 of Operations Cook and Wheeler. It also 
proved to be a month of clsaster for the 161st. 

Septefl'1)er 29th started out with orty a ff1N aircraft ftying. but by mld-afternoon every aircraft that was ftyable was 
put in the air. By the end of the day the 161st had 3 aircraft shot down by hostile fire wnle two other aircraft were 
(J"OlIlded ciIe to extensive battle damage. One aewmef'l"t)er was Idled in action and two pilots were WOU'lded with 
many others sustaining minor irf.l1es. 29 September was 1rUy a black day for the 161st Aviation ~ny. 

October was ano1her fairty eJiet month for the very effIdent general Sf.4)pOI1 company. The biggest moment of the 
month was when ships were dispatched to search for a manne who was last seen atfIng out to sea on an air 
mattress. 

In November things began to pick l4> again. the 161 st began to send ships l4> to Landng Zone Baldy in Sl4>PO'1 of 
the 1st C8vaiy OMsion. Duing November the 161st was also playing hero again with rescues. The 161st sent 3 
ships to rescue the SlIVivors from a sinking South Vietnamese fishing boat. 



Noverrber 28th saw the 161st tit for the third time t:1y enemy mor1Br fire. The first rOl.J1d fel in the area at 
approximatety 2255. and the last rOlI'lds tit at 0345. Smalarms fire was also recei\Ied on the perimeter. Duing the 
early momng han a stlp eqt.ipped wtth a firefly I~ was dspatched to aid the flare stip was pre5ll1llbly shot down 
and crashed Into the South ctina Sea. AI fotr cr8Wl1"let"l'1b were Idled in action. (This may tave been the first 
mission for one of the cr8Wl1"let"l'1b, Nix? It was spec!J8ted that the aircraft was tit by an arllery flare based on 
the evidence fOl.J1d from the crash wreckage.) DlIing the period wtth the America! DMslon, the 161st's lI1eI'ldng 
efforts have led to the reconrnendation of forty irdvickJals for the D1s1inglished Flying Cross. fifty-six for the Bronze 
Star, sIxty-ei~ for the AlTrrf CoI'I,leIldation Medal. elg-,t AlTrrf Coovnendation Meders wtth "V" device for valor, 160 
Air Medafs. forty-five Air Medals wtth "V" de',i;ce for valor, and thir1.y-fotr F\IpIe Hearts. 

In reputation and honors earned. as In holrs ftown and passengers carried, the 161st Aviation Con1>any holds its 
place as one of the finest heIcopter companies in the Repl.tIIc of Vietnam. 



This is the DFC citation to Donald O. smth of the 161stAvn Co dated 24 ApiiI1967. 

AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHEp FLYING CROSS 

SMITH, OONAlD 0 - SPECIALIST FIVE E5 Ur1ted States Nrrr>! 161st Assat.M Helcopter CofT1>any, 14th 
Aviation BatIaIon. 17111 Corrbat Aviation Group, 1st Aviation Brigade. 17111 COi1"'Dat Avta1Ion Gr~. 1st A'JIa1ion 
Brigade. APO 96307. 

Awarded: OistingLished Flying Cross 
Date action 19 JlIle 1966 
Theater. Rep..i)lc of Vietnam 
Reason: For herotsm. wtiIe par1Idpating in aerial fIgl, evidenced by vok.IltaIy actions above and beyond the cal 

of Oiy in the Rept.i)ic of Vietnam: Sepcialst Five smth dstira.ished himself by exceptionaly valorous actions on 19 
JlJ'l8 1966 while serving as crew chief on an armed helcopter cir1ng the SL()pOrt of a belea!Jl'ed Infantry company 
near Tuy Hoa. The COI'J'1)8I1Y had been held for two days In a vaIey by a Viet Cong ba1lalon that was firrntv 
entrenched on SlfTOlI'ldng hils. On ttv"ee occasions, Specialst Smi1h's gIIlShip was requested to cover medcal 
evacuation helcopters that flew Into the besieged 1Iit. Con1>Ietely dsregardng his 0YIrI safety while receiving 
intense hostile fire, he pi!llOinted the most active enemy er\1II8cements and sprayed Ilem wi1h devastating fire, 
AItI1oufI1 his aircraft received runerous hits, Spedaist Sn1th never wavered at his glIl position, doing his utmost to 
protect the evacuation mission. His feaness and aeante glR'lefY aCCOU1ted for 42 InstI"gents Idled on the hils 
arOlJ'ld the lrOlJ'ld 1Iit. He siuck the Viet Cong wi1h such a dSl1..{>tIve effect that the infantry COf'11)8rlY was able to 
move from its position for the first time In two days. Spedalst SmI1h's outstandng cou-age and devotion to ci.rty were 
in keeping wi1h 1he hipst trad1lons of the miltary sef'Jice and reflect STeat credt ~ himself, his lI'lIt. and the 
United States Nrrr>! 



There are several books out about My Lai. It Is Interesting to note that 1here are several rnermers 01 the 123rd 
Aviation Bn mentioned In these books. The viewpoint of these authors is ra1her 
negative and anti-war, aJIhoI..Vllhere is merit if yoo can maintain yt:1.Jf balance. The book written by General Peers 
has a section on the involvement of B. Conl>anY. 123rd Avn. Bn .. 

There is a "Vie1nam ElcperIence" Time Life series of books out. The array of bat6e Ists the 123rd in the "Arrrry at 
War" The one book, "Passing the Torch", has a lTeat explanation of how America got Involved in the war. 

The book "Death VaIfr(' inckJded operations by the 123rd Aviation 
Battalon. General Tackaberry (1961h Brigade Conmander) was mentioned as a reference in the book. Listed in the 
bibliOlJ"8PhY are articles from "Time" and other magazines dealng with the action al"OUld Hiep Due begmng in 
August of 1969. 

The book Hl.f1Ier Kiler S<J.Iacton by Matthew Breman. Describes 
A«o Scout operations. Some of the action mentioned takes place 
in <XI" AO, It is a very Interesting book for II"f1OI"Ie In the 123rd. 
Another book "BrerYl8n's War- has more of tle IJ"OlI'ld war takes place 
in 0lI' AO, and there are Interesting maps (BrerrI8n does make a negatiVe commert about the Amerlcal DMsion 
being the worst clvision In Vietnam). 

A book on "ColIn PoweI" WI1Uen by Warren Brown inckldes a picb..l"e 
of an crashed Al123rd helcopter Ulat JCS CoIn Powel crashed in. 

The movie, "Platoon Leader", Is a movie that describes action in the area arOll'ld LZ English (Bong Son) with the 
173rd. 

I er10yed the first year of the television series, "TOll' of Duty". 
It depicted Americal Division forces and was the most reafislic 
dnema proci.JCed up to that time, The 1961h LIB was depicted in the action, 

There is a "Big Picb..l"e- tape of the Americal DMsion showing cips WVVlI and then covertng Vle1nam. The 10,000 
day war is the be51 video that I have ever seen on Vie1nam. I have taped it from it's television broadca51 on PlbIc 
television. The CBS special 
on Vie1nam was one of the worst, most negative, opiniated video I have seen on the war, 

I am atteli4>ting to get movies converted to video for anyone who 
WOlid want to see tis material, LOlis Conners, Wayne Bradey, and Richard Waldner have several reels of movies 
from the 123rd days. 
Someone in the "Pelican" pilofs ITOUP also has movies. Tony May 
has some footage from Colonel Louis H. Gelng that they are preparing. 

The pilots favorite book Is "Ctickerilawk" by Mason. It desaibes the experiences of a hElIcopter pilot in the 151 Gav 
civision. 



I was rather Sl.IpIised readng "The New Face of War" by Malcom W. Browne. The au1hor analyzed the problems of 
Vietnam so wei that it is hard to beIeve that it was written in 1965. The book COlid have been prockJced after the war 
ended. Ttis analysis was as good as 20120 tindsigrt. 

Where the Orange Blooms is a book often mentioned for 1he Vietnamese soIcIers point of \Iiew. GIves an Idea of 
what Ite was Ike for the ARVN before and after the fal of Vietnam. 

A very good book on the VC perspective Is "The TlJ'I'leis of CU Chi-. 

The Sl.rviVorS - by Zein Grant Book aboUt Americal POWs caplU'ed and held in I corps. Has Frank Anton (Jan 5, 
1968. Pfister door glRler, Lewis crewctief) of I1e 7151 firebirds and men of I1e 1961h LIB (Da~d Harker & Jim 
S1ridtand (0 COO1>8ny Jan 8. 1968), 'tMtt Wa1lOns & James Daly (A COfT1)8f1Y Jaruary 9, 1968) and Isaiah McMlian 
& Tom Da~s (B company March 12. 1968). capued In Happy VaJev. Three men from Tony May's LrIit were 
captLred the day of tis first big firefigrt, The story of the CaucaSian V.C .. Garwood. is covered In the book. 

-Chargers- the Oft.j book known to me written aboUt the 1961h LIB by F. Clfton Berry. Bantam Books. 

"It Doesn' Take a Hero· by Norman ScI"rftrtzkopf has some tistory of the Americal Division. It mentioned LZ Dottie 
and LZ Charger. 
There is a map of the -Rocket Pocket" 8I"Olrld CtIJ Lai. 

Ano1her book (made into movie) that took place in the Americal AO is -Friendly Fire-. A map Is st'IO'M'l of the incident 
area. 



There were some Vie1namese medals 1hat we were never 
~ dear about. Some people said flat we were authofized and 
others said we weren't. It was confusing. Everyone wore 1he 
medals, but inclvidJal orders were not issued. I ttink 1he medals were authorized for anyone serving in Vle1nam. I 
fOllld 1his In 
the rrid 1969 issue of "lOU" 365- magazine regardng the Vietnam Ser\lice medal (s1riped medal Ike 1he South 
Vietnamese ftag): 

(Updated to wrent valJes from an article fOllld in the VFW magazine.) 
Vietnam War campaigns 

Campaign· Inclusive Dates 

AdvIsory March 15. 1962 - March 7, 1965 
Defense March 8, 1965 - Dec. 24, 1965 
Cou1leroffensive Dec. 25, 1965 - JlI1e 30, 1966 
Cot.I1teroffensive phase II J\Jy 1, 1966 - May 31, 1967 
ColJ'1teroffensive phase III JIJ'le 1, 1967 - Jan. 29, 1968 
Tet ColJ'1teroffensive Jan. 30, 1968 - April 1, 1968 
Cot.nteroffensive phase IV April 2, 1968 - JlIl8 30, 1968 
Cou1teroffensive phase V JIiy 1, 1968 - Nov. 1, 1968 
Cou1teroffensive phase VI Nov. 2. 1968 - Feb. 22, 1969 
Tet 69 Colr1teroffensive Feb. 23, 1969 - Jt.ne 8, 1969 
5u'mler-Fall969 JlI18 9, 1969 - Oct 31, 1969 
V'JInter-Spring 1970 Nov. 1. 1969 - AprIl 30. 1969 
Sanctuary Cou1teroffensive May 1,1970 - JlI18 30,1970 
Colnteroffensive phase VII JIkf 1, 1970 - JlI'l8 30, 1971 
Consoidatlon I JIkf 1. 1971 - Nov. 30, 1971 
ConsoIdallon 1\ Dec. 1, 1971 - March 29. 1972 
cease-Are March 30,1972 - Jan. 28,1973 

*For ptI'pOS8S of the Vietnam Ser\lice Medal1he cutoff award date was March 29, 1973. 

fVrf rnef1'1>er of the Arrrry INho is serving or INho has served in Vietnam or conII~ waters or air space in 
accordance wi1h AR 672-5-1, Is authorized to wear a battle star on the Vietnam service ribbon for each 
period in which he served in Vle1nam. 



Captain Jack Webb transferred out to a lI'Vt vMh more action. He invited me to come with him as his cretW chief. 
wanted to, but 
at tis point I was more interested in gelling out the action than 
getting 1hings hotter. It was a COI4)Ie months later ht we were 
told Captain Wel:b was shot dcMn and Idled I felt a ~t loss. I had 1I'lolq1t he had gone dcMn wI1h the newspaper 
reporter In the "Mtlon DoIar HIf' action, but in "Qee1h Vale(' the Cff!NI of the helcopter Is l&ted and his name is not 
there. others I have talred to had seen him in Ft Rucker after retl.lTing from VIetnam. M article in the August 25, 
1969 Monday "Stars and Stripes" I believe refers to 1his action as follows: 

Near HelCOJ)ler Crash SUe· 

Gis Take Strategic HI From Reds 

Lancing Zone Center. Vle1nam (AP) - Alner1can i~ met ItIIe res5tance SatLrday 8S they captLred 8 rodcy 
knoI from where entrenched enemy forces had blocked efforts to reach a dovmed AmerIcan helcopter for fOll' days. 

FOlI' companies of the U.S. Americal [)tv .• totaIng about 250 men, oc~ed Hi1103 at <lIsk. 
From their vantage point, 1hey were In a position to move to the sHe of the helcopter crash about 1.000 yards away. 

Prest.rnably I1e final <t1ve woUd come SU'lday. 
The heIcopter, carrying seven sok:Iers and an Associated Press~. was shot doWn by enemy g.J1fire 

Tuesday. AI aboard were believed Idled. Efforts to reach I1e scene pnxiIced Ihe biggest battle of 1he Cormu'ists' 
181 campaJgt. (The action was 
arOLlld Hlep Due) 

More than 500 Nor1h Vietnamese r~rs are 1hougtt to have 
cled in the fi$1lting which broke out last SlIlday when American patrols blInped Into enemy patrols believed 
positioning for an attack on the nearby clstrlct town of Hiep Due. 

The action intensified the next day and swelled into heavy figmng after the helicopter brOl..lbtlt doWn. American 
losses were estimated at nearty 40 Idled and more than 169 WOUlded. 

But SaUday I1e advancing Americans met ortt sniper fire as 1hey approached the hi.. 'Mlen 1hey reached its 
crest fOU" enemy mortars crashed in on them. U.S. casualUes were six WOlI'Ided. 

The hi. had been steaclty pot.I1ded by artllefy bombs and napam for 23 hot.n prior to the assalit. which began just 
after midday. Officers believed I1e enemy JXAed out from 1heir steef...reinforced 
blJ'lkers cU1ng the early morring. 

A maze of bl.nkers stillay between I1e biackened hi. and the site of Ihe crash. but officers said the enemy probably 
had ptJIecI out from I1e low g-Olni as wei. But with the capbse of hil 102, the major obstacle was overcome. Heavy 
machine QlJ'lS on the knoI had intlcted sertous losses and damage on American troops and helicopters for days. 



There were tlTee more artldes in the Americal Scrapbook about the 
SI..mner Offensive arOLlld Hiep Due: 

(1) Fierce Fighting Contlnun Near Da Nang 

Saigon- Increasll"lltY bitter resistance from North VIetnamese regt.iars apparenlty deterrrined to 1Lm a helcopter 
crash site Into a major battlefield sent casualties on bo1h sides soaring Wednesday and Ttusday as '!he Ales 
polled reinforcements into a mot.I1fain valey 32 rriles sou1h of Da Nang. 
Aj iea51103 Reds and two Gis were kiled in stiff fisjlting WeOOesday 1hree rriles norIl of the Amelical Divs 196th 

infantry 
br1gade ~ and ear1)t reports 1s1ed ano1her 121 ConmI'lists Idled Ttusday ~ details of that figuing 
were not available. 

As of late Ttusday, U.S. officers had reported l4M'8rds of 400 North Vietnamese kiled since the fi$1ltlng flared 1a51 
Stn::Iay, more t1an half of 1hem in the past two days. U.S. casualties were at least 25 Idled and 150 WOt.I'Ided. 
accordng to field reports. 

More than 1,200 Aled troops have been conmued 10 the field wi1h more in reserve. The fi$1ltlng moved 1hr0!..Vl its 
fifth day in area caIed the Rice Bowt about five rriles east of the key ostrict town of Hiep Due. 

U.S. fi~ boni>ers had flown 17 strikes by rrid-anemoon nearly twice as many as at of We<t'Iesday .-ld <:topped 
118,000 poU1ds of hlltl explosi\les and napem. 

By late afternoon, 1hree U.S. Companies were stilln contact - some of It heavy- about tITee ~ of a miie from 
the scene of the helcopter crash. 

The U.S. troops were encoLrltering enemy blrlkers wi1h Inter10ckIng ftelds of ftre and eqlipped wi1h recoiless I11Ies 
as wei as sma. arms and the .51 cal. antiaircraft QU'IS that posed 
a ~m beat to rest.WY and metical evacuation helicopters. 

Several helcopters were lidded by bUIets Ttusday as they flew in and out of the area. As&ociated Press 
~ Horst Faas reported from Landng Zone Center, a lnOI..I1taintop fire base two rriles from the figuing, 
that one heIcopter loaded wi1h WOlI'lded men barely made it to the fire base after being shot f\J of holes. 

U.S. officers said they were puzzled by the North Vietnamese selection of Ile battlefield, wtich is farrilar to U.S. 
troops and is covered by an l.ITtIreia of arllery ftre from 1hree American 
bases. 

U.S. officers here had specli8ted that the North VIetnamese 2nd Div. was bent on a major attack on the key ostrict 
town of Hlep Due 1a51 Sunday when U.S. patrols ran Into the moving enemy 
and the battle began. 



Ttis headng was shown I.Ilder a picUe of the missing photogapher: 
Associated Press photosJapher Olver Noonan of NorweI, Mass. was reported ITissing in action Tuesday. A 
helcopter he was in was shot down (Ner ).IlgIe terrain about 20 ITiIes south of Da Nang. Searchers were lIlabie to 
reach the area ilTlTlediately. 

(2) Gr. Trap SOOO Red Troops on 'Million Dollar Hili' 

Saigon - AI.vJst 22 (UPI) HlIlCt'eds of Amertcan infantry men ftgltIng In 12O-OeSree heat were reported gatr1ng 
",0lIld Fliday on s1rong NorIl Vietnamese forces defenclng "Milon DoIar Hlr 240 miles norIle8st of Saigon. 

Miltary SOU"CeS said the men of the U.S. America! Division apparently had a flJ NorIl Vietnamese dvision of 5.000 
troops boxed in and 1hat the Comrrulists COLt:! not escape wI1hout taking 
heavy casualties. 

The U.S. Command aid mare han 400 North Vlatnamasa had been !diad in 1he five days of ir'Itar'Isa fighting thi£ 
week arOllld the til near Tam Ky. American losses were ptaced at 15 dead and 75 'NOlIlded. 

-Mllon Dollar Hlr won its rickname last year when five American helcopters were shot down on its slope in a 
single 8SS8tJt. The batHe ttis week when North Vietnamese {J.I'IlefS shot down 8 U.S. Helcopter, apparentty kilng 
81 Americans aboard. 

Fig-ding has raged arotJ'ld the til and at the nor1hem and souIhem ends of Que Son vatey, 8 10-m11e basin wedged 
between rugged nlOlr1tain ridge lnes rising l4> from the SouIl ChIna Sea coast. 

Intelgence SOU'Ces said It was beleved 1hat the entire 2d 
NorI'l Vietnamese Pmry Division was l4> to 5.000 seasoned men was operating In the veley 25 miles Inland. 

The clvlsion InclJdes ~ lJ'its and 15 antiaircraft ~nies armed wi1h 30 heavy caMber mactine QlJ1S 
SOlI'ces 
said. 

A lI'it of 200 U.S. troops has been v-y;ng to reach the scene of the heticopter downing to retrieve the bodies. About 
400 North Vie1namese. aware that the Gis woUd try to get in. were ciJg into trenches and peppering American lnes 
wi1h machine Ql.fl fire. 



(3) Gis Kill 100 in Battle: Allies Pour in Troops 

fisiltina in Do Nang Foothils is HeaViest of Red Offensjye 

Saigon- Ttree CQlT1)8nies of U.S. infan1rymen kiled more 1han 100 North Vietnamese 31 mles souIhwest of Da 
Nang Tlusday as 1he Amelicans battled their way toward 1he wreckage of • downed helcopter In YttIIch eI{IIt men 
are beieved to have <led. 

It was 1he fifth day of hard flstding in 1he rolng foohls 21 niles south of De Nang, where sweeping Amelican and 
SouI'I vte1namese forces have fU1 Into heavy resistance Since Strlday. Associated Press correspondent Richard 
P't'Ie reported from 1he area ht tuxteds of reinforcements, inclldng SouI'I Vlelnamese ~ and U.S. 
Marines. polI"ed Into 1he battle zone. 
By niltdfal. more 1han 1.200 U.S. and SouI'I Vietnamese were conmtted to 1he biggest sustained battle since 1he 

Corrm..rlist COIlrnand Ia1.nc:hed Its fal ~igl August 12. 
Mlitary spokesmen claimed 1hat more 1han 400 North Vie1namese 

kiled in 1he fi~ng since Strlday. Many were slain by artilery, ~ and helcopter glI'lShips. 
At least 27 Americans have been kiled and another 150 WOISIded. field reports said. P't'Ie reported 1hat medcaI 

evacuation heicopters were nnling aM day, ifting out AmeliC8n casualties. 
The helcopter was shot dov.In Tuesday anid heavy flg,ting on 1he SJ"OU"KI. It cau{llt fire in 1he air when tit. Ilen 

exploded when it tit the g-0U'Id and wttlesses said al aboard rrust have been kiled. 
Aboard the helcopter was Associated Press ptlotDgapher Olver Noonan of NorweI, Mass. who had been COYeIing 

the flg-rtlng and seven solders, inclIdng a batIaIon conmander. Lt. Col. EI P. Howard Jr.. 41. of WoocIxidge, Va, 
the fa1her of five ctiki'en. 
(The article goes on about the battle, but Captain Jack Webb 
was not mentioned drec1ly. It realy tut, when I heard 
he had been kiled. I had ainost gone witlilm when he transferred 
to get more action. Now I haven't been able to confirm Ils dedt) 



I fOll'ld lIls article in the Mbrary in "South Vietnam, US-Comn'ulist Confrontation in Sou1heast AsIa. Vok.me 4, 1969", 
by Facts on Rle Inc.. It is another wcrcing of the same action, but shows how this tied in wi1h other action the 123rd 
was il'lVONed with. 

Amer1can troops sweeping an area 20-30 miles souIh of DB Nang Aug. 17 came on a force of 1,200 North 
VIe1namese troops ready to attack a refugee can,> at Hlepruc. Savage fI~ raged In the sector ttJ"0i9l Aug. 20 
ct.rIng which 218 enemy troops and 16 Amer1cans were kiled. U.S. WOlJ'lded totaled 66. 2 COfl1)8ries of the 
Amer1can [sic] Division's 169th [sic] Usjrt Infantry Brigade had been *reinforced by 600 troops after sustairing 40% 
casualties in the flgmng Aug 19. The 2 U.S. co.",enies suffered the heavy losses wtlle breaking out of a North 
Vietnamese encirclement. 

U.S. Toops Idled at least 650 Nor1l Vie1nameSe in a fierce battle in the Queson Valey 30 miles south of Danang 
Aug. 17-26. More flan 60 Arner1cans were Isted as slain In the figltIng. The clash broke out v.flen 1,200 troops of 
the U.S. Amertcal Division and South Vle1namese sokIers Aug. 17 fOllld about 1,000 North Vietnamese enIreIlChed 
in a complex of bu'lkers and tlrneIs. The battle aSSl..l"fled its ,,"eatest IntensI1y Aug. 20 ..nan 1he ded force stepped 
l4> its aive in an effort to reach the wreckage of a U.S. conmand helcopter shot down by g-Olnd fire Aug. 19. U.S. 
infantrymen fougrt their way to the stricken 'copter Aug. 25 and reported that aI 8 men aboard were dead. Among the 
victims were 
Lt Col. EM P. Howard Jr., 41, conmander of the (j>.<ision's 3d Sattalon, 196th Usjrt Infantry Brigade. AP 
pho~ Horst Faas reported that some of the American solders had CJJ8Stioned whe1her reaching the 
heIcopter was worth the heavy battle losses. But s1aff officers said that the awe for the helcopter was oriy part of 
the overal operaUon. The flgnlng to get to the aircraft 
had reached Its clmax Aug. 23 Vtflen U.S. sokIers captLred a knoI, known as HII 102, about 1,000 yards from the 
wreckage. 4 comparies of the Amer1ca1 DivIsion, about 250 men, occl.4>ied the hil against l!jrt resistance. The knoll 
had been a major obstacle to the American advance. North Vietnamese machi~ efT1)Iacements there had 
inflcted serious losses and damage on U.S. troops and heicopters. U.S. lIlits had atterr..,ted ear1er to outflaIi( the 
hiM but had to wihi"aw lJ'lder heavy fire. 
Dlring the figmng in the Queson Vatsy, an American infat'*Y cor11l8ny had first defied an order to go into combat 

Aug. 24 and then changed its mind. The COf11)8ny's conmander, Lt. Eugene Shurtz commander of Conl>any A of the 
196th Li!jrt Infantry Brigade, was transferred to another assigvnent with the civision. Nei1her he nor his men were 
di sci pined. Company A had been ordered to move down NLiIon MOlI1taln to recover the bodes of the 8 Amer1cans 
kiled in the helicopter do'Mled Aug. 19. The lIit had attempted to make the push during the 5 previous days but was 
thrown back with heavy losses. ShtJ1z phoned Lt. Col. Robert C. Bacon, battelon commander, that his men refused 
to carry out the mission because they "simply had ~they are broken." Bacon dispatched his executive officer 
and a sergeant to C~ A to "Sjve them a pep talk." The sergeant, Okey Blankenship, confirmed that the men 
were exhausted and that they cOfT1>lained they were being pushed too hard. But Blari<enship sharply aQnonished the 
men for refusing to obey orders and finaly persuaded them to move out of their posi1Ion; they folowed him down the 
slope of the I'TlOlJ1tain. Bacon said Aug. 27 that the incident "was certainly a contributing factor' in relieving Stu1z of 
his convnand, but it "was not solely based on that." Bacon explained that he had been clssatisfied "wtth the prog-ess 
the company was making" and felt that Shurtz cid not have "the experience to handle the job." Shurtz said Aug. 29 
that only 5 men of Company A had refused to go into corroat. The 5, he said had "desired to see the inspector 
general rather than move with the COfll)8ny," but the "remainder of the company was ready' to go." Some members of 
the lI1it interviewed in the field Aug. 29 denied SIu1z' statement. They conceded that 5 soldiers at first had balked 
but "the whole company defiritely was behind the refusal." 

NIGHT TAIL ROTOR FAILURE - BY THE BOOK 

At approximately 0200 holI"s on 7 May 1969, W01 AJexander P. Cameron, Co A, 123rd Avo en, "Pelican..," wa~ 
aircraft COITVll8nder of a UH-1D assigled to support a medevac mission south of the Hoi M River. By providing 
contiruous ilumination over known enemy positions, a safe evacuation of the ifiUred personnel was accomplished. 
Upon c~tion of the mission W01 Cameron cirected his aircraft for the retl.m ~g-rt to Chu Lai. 

The pilot, W01 JotYl R. EIweI, Co. A, 123rd AVn Bn, was flying at this time. They were apprOximately due east of 
LZ Baldy at 3,500 feet along the coast, when the aircraft had a complete loss of directional control. W01 Cameron 
contacted the 'War1ord" gun 
team, Co. B, 123rd Avn Bn, and advised them of their situation. 
The QlJ"\ team said they would folow them back to Chu Lai. 

'Nhen the tail rotor failure occurred the aircraft yawed about 80 de~ees to the right. W01 ElweA immeciately 
decreased power and started a descent. This caused the aircraft to spin, so W01 Cameron told the pilot to increase 
airspeed and power. By doing this the aircraft streamlined into a 30 degree crab. 

Co. A operations and Chu Lai East tower, the intended point of lardng were contacted. East tower told W01 



Cameron they would have crash rescue standing by when they landed. 
The crew reacted extremely wei in the emergency situa1ion. After the initial faillr'e, the crew chief, SP5 Leslie W. 

Hines, 
and door glJ'lI'ler, PFC Thomas Lewis Jr., irnmedately jettisoned the flare barrels. They noticed the tall of the aircraft 
was throwing spar1<:s and Informed W01 Gameron of that particular situation. A sma. fire was igVted, but 
extinguished itself q.iddy. 

About 5 miles out from ct"lJ Lai Base, W01 Cameron took the controls and landed the aircraft without flI1her 
mishap. W01 
Cameron stated the actuallandng was exactly as had been taugrt by the cOl11>8l1Y IP's dlIing check rides. It was a 
school book type landng. It is for1trl8te 1hat he had been instructed in this type of emergency earler, for witlout tis 
knowledge, he would have lost the aircraft. 



Another section of the Jl.Ile 9. 1969 Aviation Safety newsletter had tlis. 

Under Precautionary Landngs: 

a. 7 May 1969. UH-1D. A Co. 123d Avn Bn. While ny;ng back from LZ to Chu Lai ACFT had complete taltotor 
faiue. AC executed successfl.i I1.81I'ling Iandng with no damage to acft. No irpy. (This is a SU'1TIlary of 
the tk faiue). 

c. 15 May 1969, UK-1D, A Co., 123rd Avn an. AC (aircraft commander) heard gindng noise while in fign 
and experienced hyci'at.jc faiue. Made precautionary landng wi1h no damage to aeft. No irpy. 

d. 16 May 1969. UH-1H. A Co .. 123rd Avn Bn. Acft was ftying in vicir'Wty of HI. 29 when engine oil temperatlse 
begain to rise and engine chip detector Ic;;rt came on. AC made precautinary lancing at HI. 29. No 1rPY. 

e. 18 May 1969, UK-1D, A co., 123rd Avn Bn. 'Ntile hovering prior to take-off a high frequency vibration was feft 
in the pedals and the aeft. 11 stopped after approximately one minute so acft took off and vibration again 
started. AC re1l.Jned to heliport and landed. No irpy (Poeinan. Mr Mccaig, 

and Raikes. Hanger bearing went out on the tail rotor shaft.) 

Under Incidents. 

B. 18 May 1969. OH-6a. A Co .. 123rd Avn Bn. On shut do'M1 at low RPM. ARVN Ch-34 hovered nearby causing 
blades to flex do'M1 and strike tall boom. $50.00. No irpy. 

b. 24 May 1969. UH-1H. A co .• 123«1 Avo Bn. On final approach. rotor was set off friendy booby trap. Minor 
il'"f.Jies. (Wood and? on 867). 
c. 25 May 1969. OH-6A. F Trp. 8th CAV. On landng the pilot roled the 1tTottte off to fign ide. Pilot noted that 
N 1 was at 68% and he then asked the observer to rei his 1tTottte to bring the N 1 to 62'%. The observer roled 
his 1tTottte to flJ and before the pilot cOlid correct 1his error the aeft came to a hover and fel1tTOU{tI spreadng 
the stdds. $200.00. No ir;..ry. 
f. 30 May 1969. OK-SA. B Co., 123rd Avo Bn. On VR mission aeft was at tree level and hit tree breaking ttr'ee 
chin bli>bIes. No ir;..ry. 

01her IJ'l1s had several corri:)8t damage in 1his newsletter. This seemed to cover an entire month. 



There was a lot of excitement in A Company 'W'hen lhis happened: 

The artiCle was in the March 30. 1969 ecttion of the Southern 
Cross. 

Nab Enemy Trying To Elude Cay 
Chopper Crew Leads Rout of Fleeing NVA 

Tam Ky- A camouflaged mass of NVA sckiers were discovered and 
event1JaIy routed by the (J.ick actions of an America! helicopter 
crfNi in a post-TET attack near here. 

Twet"lty--rine of the enemy were Idled. six enemy solders 
incldng an NVA battalcn cornmandar' captLrad, and I'lLI'NII"OI.. 

weapon were 
confiscated in the encounter. 

cay Flushes NVA 

weapans and packs plus a .51 anti-aircraft 

A UH-1 0 Huey "Sick" conmanded by we Walter Seger (Warren Mich) 
was flying a visual reconnaissance mission in Slwort of the 
1st squadron. 1st Cay. when he dscovered a large grOl..4) of 
enemy troops fleeing from a tree ina a short distance from the 
adVancing calvarymen. 

"Enemy troops were moving dovt11the opposite side of the hil. iJst out of range of the Ca\/", Seger said. 
They had tree 1:Vi/igs attached to their heinets and 

back packs. and they ran in a croucting, dot.tlIed aver 
position so !here appeared to be 35 or 40 tI..rrtlIeweeds blowing aver the side of the I'll in al direc1ions.M 

The chopper made its first pass thrOUSjlthe center of the 
disorgatized mass, IdIng several NVA 

Firing as they retreated, the enemy tried to hide in the 
hootches at the top of the hil. The A Co. "Sick" took several tits as the action Continued. 

'We COLid feel the ship stu:Ider as the rounds hit.". 
said SP4 Terry Bemett (Veneta, Ore.) CffNi ctlef of the 
123rd Avn. 80. chopper. 

"They were firing armor-piercing .30 cal sheIs and it 
appeared as If 1housands of rounds were directed at us. I took 
one ttYough 1he sleeve of my jacket and the co-pilot's neck 
was gazed as a bulet went ttYoug, the roof. 

Cobras Clean Up 
After we expended 0lJ" mactlnegt.l1 anvno we continued to 

fire with 0lJ" M-16 rifles lI1tilthe Cobras anived. 
''Then I dropped smoke ",enades I'Tl8f1<ing the hootches 

contairing the NVA and the Cobras completely devastated them 
with rockets. 

\Nhen the Cobras finished, 1st Cay. armored cavalry 
assault vet1cles attacked the hil, completing 1he job. 



From the Jaruary 1969 America! Log. 

On Nov. 11, 1968 the dvision's two longest contin.ing operations. Vv'heelenWalowa and Blrington Trail. came to 
an end. The latter ended after seven mon1hs. the former one year to the day after it began. 

Operation V\lheeferMielowa, which started as two separate operations and COI"iUned on Nov. 11. 1967 was 
designed to seek out and des1roy elements of the 2nd NVA OIv. working in the area nor1hwest of 0l.I Lai It was 
primarity conciJcted by the 1961h 
Bde. 

DtJing the operation. 10.020 of the enemy were klied. while 
orftJ 683 U.S. solders were kiled by hostile action. 

Operation Bu1ngton Trail controlled by the 1981h Bde., was 
IalllChed AprilS. 1968. nor1h of COO Lei. Its mission was to open the road from Tam Ky to nen PIlJoc. l.I'lder enemy 
control for fOlJ' years. The "Brave and Bold" were StC>POrted by the 1st Cav. and the 261h and 39th EncJ. Bns. 

OperatIon 8&.dngton Trail resUted In 1.948 enemy dead. Americ::allosses tc1aJed 129. 
Operation Russel Beach was started Jaruary 13, 1969 and ended 

February 10. 1970. This was a pacification progam for the Batangan penil1Slda. A Co. 123rd Aviation Bn.was 
involved in transporting refugees to a relocation center. I remeni:ler the enormity of the refugee center set l4> set up 
by Quang NQ8i. there were over ten 1t1ousand people in hs cal'll>. 210 Viet Gong were kiIed cUing the operation 
(TOlJ' 365 said orftJ 139 enemy klled). Ttls was the first time anyone had made a serious attempt to pacify hs area. 
It had a twenty year infrastructu"e. After hs operation we had orders to shoot arry rAng creaue seen in the area 
( Free fire zone). Pigs, cows. or people it eld'I't matter the area was to be clear of a"'l frierdes. (My La! was in hs 
AO). Operation Vernon Lake II, Hareln Falls and Fayette canyon ended 
February 28, 1969. Vernon Lake II began November 2.1968 was done 
by the 11th infantry brigade southwest of Quang Ngai kilng 455 enemy. Hardin Fais restited in 78 enemy klis. 
Fayette Canyon 
started December 15.1968 was done by the 196th and 1981h northwest 
of Tam Ky, reSliting in 327 enemy dead. 



I was SlI"pfised to find lhis para!18Ph in the TOll" 365 magazine from mid 1969 . 

• South of Da Nang les the AA H08INong Son in<1lstr1al ~x. where South Viei'l8m's c:riy coal mine is being 
developed with the aid of French and Gemlan inves1ment Germany has provided machinery for the construction of 
chemical plants near lhis complex and has fmded many milons of doIars In long term capttallnvestnents. SUch a 
project 'Nil not c:riy create jobs for the people in the SlITOlI'lCIng ares, but also stirruate many 01her sectors of the 
economy and provide benefits far above the initial investment. 



casualty statistics provided in the NT our 365M magazine 

!mm ~ ~ 1968* 

Enemy Kiled 55,436 83,386 181,146 

Hoi Chanhs 20,242 27,178 18,171 

Vietnamese Ab<iJcted 3,507 5.357 7.776 

Vietnamese eMlans 
Kited 1.618 3,707 5,389 

ARVN casualties 
Kiled 11,953 12.716 17,486 
Womded 20.975 29.448 60.928 

FWMF casualties 
Kiled 556 1.105 979 
Womded 1,591 2,318 1,997 

US Miltary casualties 
Kiled 
fvrrr.j 3,073 6.514 9,333 
U.S. 5,008 9,535 14,592 

Womded 
fvrrr.j 18,363 33,556 59,838 
U.S. 30,093 62,025 92,820 

fvrrr.j troop strength 230,000 320,000 335.000 
AI Services 389,000 486,000 533,000 

(*Friendy casualty flgLF8S are not 8val~ for Feb. 1968) 

For 1968 there were 335,000 fvrrr.j troops in Vietnam and 69,171 WOl.I'lded or kiled. This would tel me that there 
was 
a twenty per cent of chance of being kiled or WOU"Ided if yoo 
spent 1968 in Vie1nam in the U.S. fvrrr.j. The part that Is scary, 
is ht it was quoted ht orty 12% of 1he lilts were activety 
engaged in combat. The remainder were prO\lidng Sl4>POf'1 in retatively safe rear areas. If yotS lI'lit was in an active 
combat 
role, there was a high probabilty of being nicked up. 

I have read ht there were 3.3 rnlon servicemen Who served 
in Vietnam. Another suprising statistic was that by 1969 there 
were more Marines kiled in Vie1nam that in WWII. 



The U H-1 H helicopter had the following statistics: 

Accorrrnodation: Crew of one and ~ to 14 passengers or 3.880 
pou1ds of freig,l 

POWIeI"J*Int 1 1.400-&t1> AVCO Lycomng T53-L 13 Uboshan 'M1h 220 US gal of fuel. (cOl"lSll'l"tptlon 3.514.5 
gab1s per mlrute) 

Performance: 
maxim..m speed. 138 fTl)h 
service ceilng 19.400 ft 

Dimensions: 
main rotor diameter 48 n. 
Ienglh(fuseIage) 42 ft. 
heigrt 14 ft. 4.5 Inches. 



I copied this folowing article from the May 1969 "AMERICAL" magazine, because it mentioned two heicopter 
missions that 
A. Co 1 st flgrt platoon ~ed. One mission was the Long Range RecoI'118Issance Patrol, the second was the 
C&C mission for the 198th Infantry brigade. Tilman WOlid have probably been involved in the LRP mission, and it 
was probably someone from rrrf first flgrt 
platoon 1hat had the 1981\ C&C (but also coUd have been second fI~). The Imal recornissance may haw been 
done by 0lI' B, Co. LOH's and the gmshIps may have been from 0lI' B. Co Warlords. 

LRPa Make 'Hide-and-Seek' an Art 

By SP4 ALFRED ANTHONY Jr. 198th Int, Bde. 

In the midst of an ende5s &ea of brist« ,,"een, a smd ""01.4> of men sit tieing. like anImUo of the forest, they look no 
clfferent 1han their SlI'TOU'ldngs. Their cIo1hes, their 00015. even their skin is colored 11eet'l. Bush ha15 are pUled low 
on their heads. 

Each carries 69 pomds of gear and has rations for five days; each holds a Russian weapon or M-79 srenade 
IaI.l1Cher and AR-15. One man looks down at the racio by tis side. checking the~. His friend takes a 
~ss readng with tis map to get an azirooth. Another. tis eyes peering tfToug, the folage, watches for the 
enemy. 

They are LRPs - Long Range Patrol members ...,;.,0 know their job and wear their black berets 'Nith dsllnction. 
These teams of efte guenila fi~ers penetrate terrain where in the past oriy the enemy has staked, Their 
assi{Jl't1el1t find , report, and, if necessary. fi~t "Charle." 

Two of these teams, working for the 198th Inf. Bde., wait on Chop VlIll MOlI'ltain, well to the I'lOf1t'HIest of the -Brave 
and Bold" AO. The are on a ''tulter -kiler" mission. 

One team is caIed Otlo: the other, 500 meters to the west, Ken1ucky, and the enemy is famiiar with them both. 
Otlo has been here before. and knows the terrain as wei as the enemy. Kentucky is new to this area, but has 
outwitted "Charle" before in other places. 

Otlo's men, led by SGT John Dane (London), an ex-Bri1Ish Nmy commando, sit looking down the stope of the 
lTIOlI"Itain, In the center of the broad veley they see an ordnary Vietnamese reed and bal"rIDoo hootch. An aerial 
recomaissance team the day before noticed an I.flUSU8I concentration of miutary-age males in the area. "Traffic 
seems a ittle too organized: obsefves Dane. "Lers have a kx>k." 

Quickly. expertly, silently. ihey are down and in, ;..est ei!Jrt meters from the hootch's walls, close ~ to read 
"Charle's" tired face, Kentucky, led by SGT Tom Robertson (Jackson, Mich.) closes in from another angle. 

Ohio's men tread softly; their ives depend on their stealth, The smaI hootch is not as lmocent as it appears. It 
contains an enemy hospital. It Is ef11)ty. but the LRPs are extra cautious-no reason to get careless now. 

Assistant Team Leader SGT Clarence Avery (Amiston, Ala.), probing the srOll'ld outside of1he hootch, dscovers a 
hoIow spot. Inside are medcal instrumen1s, detailed SlI'gical instructions, and doclrnents. With few words the wei­
trained men complete their search and tum to leave. 

As If with a stage director in the wings, the teams act as one rnan move across a rice paddy. They have 
racloed for extraction. Five of the men spread out into a perimeter, deep in the heavy rruck. In minutes the 
throbbing SOU'ld of the "bird" filters tfTOtJgl the heavy canopy SlITOlI1dng the men. It appears (Nef the trees and 
begins to sente on the LZ. Suddenly, from deep within the thick leaves, tow enemy ma~ open l4> on the men 
and the helicopter. The pilot mves the chopper hard Into the sky, although he takes seven tits. With a broken oil 
Rne, the heicopter aborts the extraction and 1111>5 back to LZ BoYrman and safety. 

The LRP's are pimed to the mud. getting heavier fire each mlrute. CPL George F, Moreno (Tuscon, Ariz.) ifts tis 
head long enOtJgl to fire an M-79 smoke rOll'ld into the enemy position. The 1981h's command a control chopper 
flies in to the rescue, blanketing the marked VC wit tits M-SOs. 

The ship'. all that saved us," Moreno later said. MThe copper kept them down just long ertOUgl for us to get 
back out of the paddy." 

Five men are WOI.I1ded. and, with the coming darkness. they must spend the oig,t in this forsaken place. Their 
heavy return fire now ge15 1hem from the edge of the paddy to the safety of the mountain's shadow, and its foliage 
closes behind 1hem, Moving l4> the narrow trail, clmbing tiltter, they contact the enemy again. Firing LAWs )lg,t 
anti-tank weapons), one VC is kiled and one wounded. 

Team Ohio sets up a protective obsetVation post: Kentucky climbs Chop VlIll. Nosing hough the triple canopy. 
they find the bush ~ves way to a dearing. and there, rig,t at the mountain's peak. they clsc(Nef a fortress of ~ant 
wooden planks. A strange stn.lctl..-e compared wi1h the delicate hamlets dotting 1he veley's floor-there are now 
windows or doors. 



SGT Tom Steete (Che6sea, Mich.), assistant team leader, and Moreno clint> in throug, a thin slit between the waDs 
and roof. 
What they have come across is a bliklng formed Mke a safe. "Recoiless rifle rou1ds'" shouts Steele's excited 
voice, muffled by 1he encIoslr"e SlITOIrdng tim. "Armor-pierdng rOlllds, HEAT rOlIlds, mor1ar fuse caps." 

Ohio moves up to join Kentucky, and 1hey set ~ a hasty nigu laager. Dlring dar1cness, 1he Viet Gong are 
relenl1ess wi1h their M-79 nre. Steele bravely stays atop 1he captured arrmo blJ'lker, under fire, prclng 1he prtze. 

The morning of 1he next day 1Lms 1he spitefu blackness of 1he sk'f to a hazy flBY, The 1981h Inf. Bde.'s Co E, 1st 
Bn.,6th Inf"led by 1LT Warren G. R~ (Chal1eston, S.C.), is cooing to~. SGTs David Swlres (Bayard, 
COlo.), Dane, and Steele, along with CPL. Moreno voU1teer to remain betlnd when the other LRP's are finaBy 
extracted. The fOll" battte-toucjlened sokiers led 1he Infan1rymen to 1he ammo cache and 1he hospital. 
Once again atop Chop V1.m. Dane and Moreno plant two pot.Ilds of C4 e~, amid 1he ~ of M-79 rOUlds 
and the staccato of mactl~, In the wake of the gant blast, the tOll" LRPs again try for extradtion. 

Gl.rlstips rip across the sk:y row as the ~et dodges across 600 meters of lice paddes to the choppe(s LZ. 
The croud1 in the center of the wet field, again taking everything the determined enemy can throw 1haIr way. E co. 
tries to protect them from 1he GUTOlIldng woodIine. Nobody knew whose heicopter it was 1hat <ropped do\Nn In 1he 
mickle of this heI, but as Moreno remarked. -Man am I thankful for that bird that got us out.-

The minion speaks tor it_H. The LRPs leave Chop VlI1 MOU11ain and 1he vaIfty betow. having des1royed the 
enemy's SLWf of heavy amnu11ion, a IUTlber of doct.ments. and Idled 14 Vlet~. On 1he Tip back to LZ 
Bayonet a tired. but satisfied SGT SWires speaks wi1h a sI{jlt smle on his face; -rhose VC were shooting at us, not 
at 1he company out there ... We rrust have got them mad." 



The VFW has not had a very good relationship wittl Vietnam Veterans. 
We were ~ the cold shoulder after retlrning from Vietnam. I joined because of a classmate in coIege. There 
were no other Vietnam Veterans in the cIIi) to talk with. So lI1Iess I wanted to tal< about VVVVII, I was an outsider. 
Or'iy recently Is any1hing SlDstantial being written about the war in their magazine. Ths appeared in Ile April 1992 
issue: 

WAR IN THE BOONIES: 
VIETNAM, 1965-1973 

t1y RiChard K K.oI:>. 

More than 2.6 don Americans served on the soil of vtetnam OYer an eictrt-vear oer1od. Their colective sacrifices. 
at the behest of the nation, are arty row begiming to be lI'Iders1ood and acl<r'lo*Medged. 

It 'Nil be a war between an elephant and a tiger. If the tiger ever stands slil. the elephant 'Nil aush tim with tis 
ni{jlty tusks. But the tiger \lit. not stand slil. He wllieap ~ the back of the EMephant. tearing hJge cIu1ks from tis 
side. and then he willeap back into the dark iJ'lg6e. Nld sJt:NIy the etephant wil bleed to dedl. That wil be 1he wer in 
Illdc:xnna. 

Ho Cti Mlrtl. Norttl Vietnam's leader. 

And so It was. For Gis on the grould. It al began Inconspicuously at a place cal Birtl Thai. nine miles southwes1 of 
Da Nang. On April 22. 1965. a Marine patrol from the 3rd Reconnaissance Battalon engaged 1he Viet Cong for the 
first time. 

Forty-fOU' days before. March 8, the first U.S. STOt.J1d combat LI'ltiI- 3rd Bn .. 9th Marines. 9th Marine Expedtionary 
BrIgade - had arrived in Vietnam. Members were confident. and even cocky. and WrrtJ not? They were American 
figmng men from a COU'ltry accustomed to wimng. 

Wrttin fOU' years. the rurber of GIs In Vie1nam peaked at more 1han a haW mllon, Nld 1hey came In for tig, 
praise. -Having f~t In tlTee wars: said Gen. Wllam Westmoreland, U,S, conmander from 1964-68. -, am 
convinced the United states never fielded a more professional foree.-

Wrote a newspaper correspondent: ., have never been more il'l1>fessed at any time in my life with the cru-age and 
judgment and understardng and dedcation and integity of young men than I have been In this war ... , They are as 
good as the America.ns of RevokJtionary days or any men in aI the wars ever foug,t h 



In the Boonies 
After the fact. President Lyndon Johnson declared al of VIetnam a corrt>at zone and authorized hostile fire pay in 

April 1965. The batlJeg"OlIld was as dverse as Americans had ever fougrt over. encompassing ttTee dstinct 
regons in 8 cOlI1Iry stretching !he same length as !he clstance between Pittsblrgh and Savamah. 

At !he souther tip was the Mekong Delta. characterized by rice padcles. near1y impenetrable 1TI8I'lg'0Ye SW8fT1)S and 
remote forests. In the Central HiIJ1ands. moe..rrtaln)J1gles and bamboo 15 to 20 feet hi~ covered the steep slopes. 

From the demiltartzed zone (DMZ). which separated North from South Vleblam. south 750 rriIes ran the Truong 
Son (Amamese) MOlI11ains Where peakS rose to 8.000 feet. Terrain - dense rain forests. plJ"Vng liVers and 
tortuous ridges - proved brutal for the foot &deIer. 

Clmatic conc:ttIons added to the misery. FlITl8ce-lke heat, <hnching turi<tty and choking <kist engUfed Gis in the 
SlJ1TIlef'. In winter, monsoons prodJced torrential ~ and flash floods. The men who SlIVived In the bush 
<ttlbed their tropical storl1lng {1OI.Ild the "boories-, as had Gis who preceded them In other Asian wars. 

Fielding and Expeditionary Army 

To sustain the war in VIetnam, the U.S. lMima1ety sent 2.6 milon men to the actual war zone. Despite notions to the 
contrary. 1he majority were enlstees in 1he r~r armed forces. The VleInam-era's I'iglIy I~ <:taft ~ 
on 25% of the manpower. However most of Ile Mrr{s combat arms wi. filed by <:taftees after the war's first year. 

As it tLmed out. my 9.7% of <:taft-age males actuely served in Vle1nam. Two-1tirds of sl men of 1he so--caJed 
~etnam generation- avoided active ci1ty; 60% evaded arrt type of miltary 
service. 

The blr'den of serving. and combat in partioJar, was not snared eqJ8~. In VIetnam the rallon of SI.4>POrt to combat 
troops was 5:1. Perhaps 14% of Gis actualy fougrt while anoller 15% provided close combat ~ Others 
stationed at firebases were rE9iar1y exposed to enemy action, too. But at a peak strength In April 1969. of 543,400 
troops, my 80.000 were in the field attempting to engage the enemy. 
C~. many men in the field resented the lad< of shared risk. And a new term - REMF (Rear Echelon 

Moller F .... ) - came Into being, "Those REMF's don't even know what Vle1nam is al about,- said one gu'lt, echoing 
the feeings of marrt. Yet every trtgger~ Uy LI'lderstood the vital role played by those in the rear. 



Array of Battle 

Each of the armed seNices conIributed a large runber of t.n1s to the war effort. The largest. as usual was I'Ie hrrr'f. 
It fielded seven ftj cIvIsions - AmertcaI (23rd), 1st Cavaty, 1st, 4th, 9th, 
25th Infantry, and the 101st Airborne. At times the Americars 11th, 1961h, and 1981h Infantry brigades foug,t 
separately. 
Another five indeperK1ent combat brigades - 1st Aviation. 1st of the 5th Mechanized Infantry DMsion, 2nd of the 

82nd Airborne DMsion, 113rd Airborne and the 199th USjrt Infantry - operated separately. So dd the 11 Armored 
caVIty Resjment and two &q.I8d"ons or the 1st caVIty Resjment. Also, Field Forces I and II each had two artilery 
""otC>S along with combat acMsers. 

St.4>Porting these combat tOts were I'Ie 525th Miltary Intelgence ~. 18th and 20th ErVneer brigades. 1st 
Sip! Brigade and he 18th Miltary PoIce Brigade. s.rvice was provided by h 1 at lOfjstlcal Command and 1he 
«1h Medeal Brigade. FO\.I' traneportatioo commands were among 1he l'U'n«ou& commande. Of COU"M, III 

dvisions 8Iso had attached SI.4>POf1Ing I.Ilits. 
Marines ashore felll1der the lIllbreIa convnand of the III Maline Amphibious Force (MAF). Both Marine clvisions 

- 1 st and 3rd - had fOll" infantry regiments and an artilery regiment. The 1 st Marine Aircraft Wing contained six 
Marine Air Gr~,. Also a Spedalland Fleet - was maintained for 8J11)hibious operations. 

Naval Forces (Vietnam) operated several task forces - Coastal &rveI1ance, River Patrol. River AssalM, and 
Sealords. The shalow-d"aft boats constituted the famed ~water navyt Also land-based was h 3rd NAVAL 
construction Battalon (Seabees). 

Offshore the "blue water nav( consisted of the 7th Fleet's Carrier StI1king Force on "Yankee Station," about 100 
miles out in the GlM of Tonkin. Moooe- Station was in the South China Sea. In addition, there was the Naval Gu11ire 
Sl4>POrt I.Ilit as wei the 
Amphibious, Mobile Logistic ~ and Vietnam Patrol forces. 

As part of the Nave, the U.S. Coast Guard $l4)pIed cutters or ~d"ons One and llY'ee which patroled inshore 
and along the coast. Various shore <1Jties were performed by several details and detactments. 

Naval aviators braved. over North Vietnam, what accordng to 
some accounts was the most intense anti-aircraft fire In the history of air warfare. "There is no way to defeat 
barrage fire: observed Cmdr. John B. Nichols. -Pilots could dodge and Jri< to 
evade aimed fire, but in a dve 1hrough a sector filed w«h smoking, crackiing flak there was no point" 

Land-based air operations were carried out by the 7th Air Force(the 2nd Air Division U'ltil ~ in early 
1966). Elements of the 13 Air Force based in Thailand and the 834th Air DMsion were lI'lder the 7th. Strategc Air 
Command (SAC) units on 
Guam, Okinawa. and in Thailand cOl"KkJcted bombing missions. Miltary Airtft Command (MAC) transported cargo 
and passengers and evacuated casualties. 



At its peak. the 7th AF controled more 1han 700 and strike aircraft. There included venous 'Mngs - tadicel fighte.f', 
air comnando, recomaissance,ail'lft, special operations and strategic. Other lJ1its such as the 3rd Aero Rescue & 
Recovery ~ performed special fl.llCtions. 

AJ told aerial combat downed 193 North Vietnamese aircraft. The U.S. lost 89 plans (51 were Navy), mos1Iy in the 
war's eartyyears. 

Air powers role in Indoct1na camet be overstated. -Not critJ in South Vietnam but also In Laos and Camboda, and 
in particliar 
the U.S. Air Force, prevented the Cornnuists from actlevlng victory,- wrote the edtors of "The Vietnam 
Experience .• 
Ttis was "Ttis was as i'ue in 1972 as it had been in 1968 and 1965 ~ when that weapon was finely wi1hctawn 
dd North Vlmam trIu"I1>h .• 

In adcltion to re{JJar 1I'its, each service orgarized special operations outfits. The Nmy had I'Ie 51h Special Forces 
GroI.(> (Green Berets) and Long Range Recomaissance Pa1rof (LRRPsiRangersf75th Infantry): Martnes had the 
Force Recon: Navy had the SEALs (Sea Air Land); and the Air Force had its special operations wings. 

Miltary Assistance Coomand, Vietnam (MACV), also fielded an eIte, joint lJ'lit known as the Studes and 
Obsefvation Gr~ (500). Its 2,000 operatives came for the Green Berets, SEALs, Force Recon and 90th Special 
Operations Wing. 

"Aggressive to the Point of Fanaticism" 

AJ tis 1remendous armed mlgrt was arrayed against a force of about 500,000 VIet Cong and North Vietnamese 
Nmy (tNA) sokIers. For the first few years, the People's Uberation Nmy, or VC, carried the burden of fig-rting. But 
after the 1968 Tet Offensive, the NVA constituted 700k of Cormulst combat s1rength in 1he South. 

Connulist 1roops were moIlI8.ted by a qJ8si-relisjous concept caIed dau tranh rdodrine of struggle"). Anti­
Amertcal1sm was an essential if9'edient in the sokIers indoclrination. "0\1 COI"IT8des fel no pity," said one NVA. 
"They knew they had to IdI as many Americans as possible.· 

We had been told to slat.q1ter as many IfIl)8Iiaist sokIers as we COlid since, if I'Ie I"UTlber of American dead 
momted, the American people - who dslke tis war - woUd over1tI'ow !heir government .• 

On 1he same token, Hanoi was wllng to tolerate casualty rates ti{fler than even acceptable to 1he Japanese cUing 
WNlI. North Vletnal11e$8 Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap said: "The He and death of a hln:red, a 1housand, tens of 
1housands of tunan beings, even 0l.I" COl"l'll81riots, means Ime 

A$ a result. the NVA and VC may have been the most determined enemy America ever faced. Cormulist tenacity 
in batae earned the aciniratlon of many a GI. Martne Maj. Gen Lewis W. Walt felt the NVA were "agg-essive to the 
point of fanatiCism. They fought bravely and they fougu wei, and very few SlITendered.· 

Humping the Bush 

Corroating such a fanatical foe forced Gis to face the enemy on tis own terms: that meant on tie {1'otI'ld. AJ of 
Amertca's modem we8pc:ny aside, at its fi.rldamen1a1. the war in Vietnam was a war of {1'otI'ld pomders. And in the 
end, that's how its outcome was decided. 

Vietnam was, indeed a SJU1fs struggle. More than 80% of U.S. combat casualties were suffered by that branch. 
Noting typified the war better 1han the age old patrol. For the gn.nt - known as 11 Bravo or "Bush" in Nmy partance -
that's YttIat the war was a8 about. 

Cpl. Jom Clancy, a veteran of the 196th Infan1ry Brigade in I Corps in 1967, capsulzed 1he tie of a typical gmt 
best: -Most pa1rols were boring. Some led to fIglts. about ttJ:ee in 10, but they were sma. ones. Realy large figns 
happened less 1han 10% of the time. We were always confused, always mixed ~, always asking 'Where are we 
going? V\lhat are we doing row?" 

These "web in the SU'l,- with men laden with ~ to 70 tis. of gear, proWced acute physical strain, especialy when 
hacking through tiCk, tangled l.Ilder{1'owth. Elephant grass lashed flesh, heat sapped energy and SU'l created a 
never-ending thirst. Then there was jl.rlgIe rot. cuts, bites, and sores, complements of insects and parasites. 

Leeches were among the worst Land species averaged one inch, but {1'eerl and brown water leeches reached 
arnost a foot, and when engorged with a ~s blood looked ~ke a bfoated dgar. 

J<>tl1 Yeager, a sergeant with Co. C, 2nd Bn., 502nd Inf., 101st Airtome Div. in 1~7 aply described the feeling 
of bloodsucker. 'When they are on you, you can' feel them bite, and yoUre often so sweaty in the ;sigle that you 
reach inside your shirt and rub yc:u: hand across them and never feel them. They're as slmy as you are sweaty.· 

ExposlI'e to the elements, and filth, were a way of He for "boonie rats." Wet most of the time and ctiled to the 
bone in monsoons, they were left VlJnerabie to a host of lrileallhy con<Itions. Immersion foot. for example, ate away 
at the soles of the feet. 

Chow time was hardly a cause for celebration, even wilen Iu'lg'y. "Charle rats· ... better known as C-rations, were 



gastronomical dsasters best known for causing diarrhea. Men in the field sometimes cut holes in their fatigues to 
alow CJ.ick exit (Rash-pro<i.Icing lIlderWear was rarefy worn in the field.) 

A smell pervaded the bush. UrtNashed bodes. s1aglant pooiS of water, rotting vegetation and the stench of death 
after a battle prodJced a nauseating odor. 

Home for many {1\I'lI:s and gl..n'leI"S. especialy in the war's latter stages. was the Fire ~ Base (FSB). It 
consisted of a battery of six 105nm howitzers atop a tactical feature. Reld artilery provided harassing and 
intercJctlon fire. reconnaissance by fire and cJrect ~ missions for {JU11s. 

Life was bleak, to say the least, on these NIs: Isolation and IoneIness, d.Jst and rrud, heat and tunic:lty were 
routine. There was the monotony of outgoing sheIs and fear of Incoming mortars and rockets. And flrebases were 
Clangerously exposed to sapper attact<s and tla-scate assaLitS. 

Flrebase Ripcord, lIlder siege by the 61h NVA Regiment for h"ee weeks in Jti; 1970. was finaly abandoned. Its 
defense cost the 2nd BnI. 506th Infantry, 101st Airborne. 61 KIA and 345 WlA 

In late March 1971. FSB Mary /Am (1961h LIB. America! DMsion) 
lost 30 KIA and 82 WlA in a sapper attack (This was the ~ single U.S. combat loss in fOlF years.) Less tlen 
two months later, a <lrect rocket hit on a bt.nker at FSB Charle 2. killed 29 Americans and YIOlIlded 50 of the 1st 
Bde, 5th Mechanized Infantry DIvIsion. 

Adapting to a Unique Combat Situation 
Since Vietnam was, sil'l1*Y put, a war of attrttIon, tle enemy body COlI1t was paramolJ"lt. Certalrty not LrliqJe to hs 

war (It was convnon in the static stage of the Korean war). It became al-cOllSlfl'ling as the orty meaSll'e of success. 
The 9th Infantry DIvIsion, for Instance, awarded a Sat Gong (-1<11 Viet Cong") badge to each sader who proved a 

VC kil. The problem was tlet COlI'lting bodies was a hlg,ty i~ecise method of gaugng progess. Most casualty 
figtJ"es were estimated, not confirmed. And exaggeration was corrvnon practice. 

Battlefield tactics were cJearty cictated by terrain and poItics. GrOll'ld tasks were confined to search and des1roy 
missions. clear and sea.re operations and sectJity. Dedaring the enemy home base off mts prevented anything 
fll1her. 

Duing the first fOlF years of the war. large-scale offensive operations sept the South. Operation Starlte in Aug.Jst 
1965 was the first. The bigges1 inckJded Attleboro (1966). JLrlCtion CI1y (1967) and joint ones - such as Resolve To 
Win and ~ Victory - wi1h the South Vietnamese In 1968. 

Jl.IlCtion aty boasted the war's orty U.S. combat j.rnp. The 173rd Airborne Brigade's 2nd en. of the 503rd Infantry 
(845 men) along wi1h Battery A, 3rd en., 319th Artiiefy, jl.mped at KatLrn on Feb. 22, 1967. O!iy 11 minor )..irTl:> 
irpies were sustained. 

Classic set piece battles were fOt.qlt. too. The Battle of the la orang Varsy in 1965. lasting 35 Clays. was, 
accorcing to Wes1rnoreland, -as fierce as any ever experienced by American troops: The ette 1st C8vaty Dr.Iision 
decisivety defeated the NVA in hs first encOlJ'lter. 

But wtlat made la Orang even more important was that It proved the viability of airmobilty in war. This was the 
greatest tactical lmovation of the Vietnam war. Air assaLlt. aerial reconnaissance and scouting and helicopter 
medcal evacuation nsticaly altered modem warfare. 

Another et"1Vironmental adaptation was the concept of riverine warfare. To cope Vllith the watery wor1d of the 
Mekong Delta, a joint Army-Navy task force known as the Mobile Riverine Force was activated in mid-1967. It 
combined the 5.000 men of the 9th Division's spedaly trained 2nd Brigade wi1h the Navy's Riverine 
AssaLlt Force (TF 117). 

Bloody battles contil'lJed ciJing 1967 and 1968 and on into 1968. At. Dak To In the Cen1ra1 Hi!lllandS. the 173«1 
Airborne Brigade fougrt CNer Hil875 for five days in November 1967. One defender rernerrbered. "You dci1' know 
where to go. you <lci1' know where to hide. You slept with the corpses. I slept I.I1der Joe. He was dead, but he kept 
mewarm.-

Tet 1968 saw 80,000 COI'lTIUlist 1roops take the offensive against 105 cities and towns throug,out South Vietnam. 
A total of 81,000 lvas were lost, including 3895 Americans kiled in action and 14,300 ci .... ans. But the VC were 
fiAShed as an effective fi~ng force. As one former VC later admitted. "At Tetyou Americans killed most of 0lK best 
people." The Commlrists lost CHer 58.000. 

Hue, the ancient imperial capital. witnessed 26 Clays of house-to-house figmng in February 1968. The 1st Marine 
Division exacted a terrible tol on the enemy, but the COI11I'l'llIlists butchered 5,000 civilans after OCC\..V)Iing the city. 

Meanwhile, Khe Sam, hekI by 6.000 Marines. was besieged by fOlK NVA dvisions for 77 Clays. Until releved 
throI.J{tl Operation Pegasus in early April. 

Intense corri:lat occurred long after the Tet Offensive. In what was perhaps the last battle in which the body count 
determined victory. several battalions of the 101st Airborne Division killed 630 NVA on a hilltop caRed "Hamburger 
HiM." The fOlF-assaLlt operation between May 10-20, 1969, created a flSor stateside. 

Nevertheless. Col. Joseph B. Comly expressed admiration for his men: -No matter how tolq1 the )ob is. the 
American soldier gets the)ob done. He might hat the hal out of it, but he never qlits. On Harrtuger Hi •. they mi!1lt 



have ~. but my God, they were thee when the chips were down! They eventualy went l4> that hiM and took it!" 
For taking Hil937 (Dong Ap Bia), the 101sfs 3rd Brigade was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation. 

Vietnamization Disengagement 
Amelica'S pert In South Vle1nam's SJ"OI.Ild war reached a t\.ming point in JLty 1969, when President Richard Nixon 

\Wh(i"ev; the first combat lilt From 1t1s day forth Gis were simpty buying time for Saigon's troops to take CNef their 
war. 

Under the new strategy of a "protective stietd of contairment. .. U.S. infantry companies and platoons often went 
into the field at half s1renglh or less. Changed enemy tactics - !hat is, relying less on actual cordact - made the war 
even more frustrating. 

"A man carnat release any a<i"enaln against a mine or booby trap: said one officer. ~e train tim to be a skiled, 
awessive infantryman, and then tis skils never get to be used. But he stil bears the fears and s1resses of conilat 
It can be very debiltating." 

As the second decade of the war daVtll"led, the GI was being a&ked to sacrifice in a cause his own country had 
forsaken. yet the vast majority persevered. "The front line solders of the 1970 Arrrrf in Vietnam were stil tough, 
yotIlQ, and lean", wrote miltary tistorian Shelby Stanon.· Une lrits were COI11>05ed of men in excelent fi{jlting trim. 
INho exhibited weat COU"8ge, resarce1l*leSs. and dec:lcation.M 

In an effort to fortify the South Vie1namese. two major il'lClJ"Sions were IaI.llChed to des1roy NVA sanctuaries in Laos 
and C8ntlodia in the earty 70s. As one GI said, "It was going to make the war that rruch shorter." 

Duing the first. in carrtIoda, U.S. strength peaked at 30,000 In May 1970. The invasion was ti~ successftj In 
that it netted the biggest arms cache ever captLred in the war. 

The South Vietnamese move into Laos in 1971. however. was far less successfU. 0lJing Operation Lam Son 719, 
American helcopter pilots experienced the most Intense fire of the war: 108 helcop1ers were lost and 618 damaged. 
But dsengagement proceeded apace. 

Operation Jefferson Qem, lDiertaken by the 101st Airborne OMsion and conc::iJded Oct. 8. 1971. ended U.S 
participation In major SJ"OI.Ild operations. On Nov. 12. Nixon declared Vie1narTUation 
a success and confined American SJU1Is to strictly defensive roles such as petrolng "rocket belts" near cities. 

America's !10U'ld war stopped near De Nang, where it al began, on Aug. 11. 1972, the 3rd Battalon, 21st Infantry. 
1961h Infantry Brigade, stood down after maldng the last U.S. patrol three days before. 

FOlI'months later a final U.S. bon'tling cafr4)ailJl over Hanoi persuaded the ComrTUlIsts to sllJl the Paris Peace 
Accords on Jan 27. 1973. By March 29, the last Gis had departed Vietnam. 



Paying a Premium Price 
America paid a heavy price for Its crusade in Vietnam. The deaclest year. because of Ile Tet Offensive. was 

1968 when 14.314Amet1can Ives were lost An aI-time weekty ti5tl of 543 KIA and 2,5-i7 WIA OCCllTed Feb. 1~17 
of lhatyear. The worst 51. day was Jan. 31,1968. when 246 Gis died thr<XJg'lout VIetnam. 

Nearly 90% of U.S. casualties restJted from cOfl1)8nY sized engagements. Cof'1i)at deaths were caused by smal 
arms (51%). fragnents (36%), and minesJbooby traps (11%). When it came to wounds. 1hol.Igl fragnents were 1he 
cause In 65% of 1he cases In tle Arrrrr 

But t::rij 19% of 1he hits r8Slited in death versus 29.3% in VVWII. And t::rij 2.6% of those amitted to hOSpItalS died. 
The Ives saved'tYefe atlrtbutable to 10.000 medics as wei as Navy corpsmen in tle field, COlI'8geol1S -OUst Off' 
helcopter crews and a dedcated medical corps at In-comtry fecilties. 

Iroricaly. skiled Ife-saving created one problem: 20% of Vietnam WOlI"1ded suffered nUtipte wounds. (In VMlII. tle 
rate was 2% and 3% in Korea.) Some 23.214 Vietnam vets retl..rned 100% dsabled as a consequence. 

Another category of casualty was tle prisoner of war. Vlr1lJaJ)t al were torb.red and 114 died while In captivity. 
Some 650 PeWs made It home. At. wars end 2.543 Americans remained lIl8ccOl.l"lted for. 

Ultimately, tle South Vietnamese paid 1he ti~ price - loss of Ileir COlI'lIry, In Ile spring of 1973, Saigon 
controled 80% of 1he tenitofy and 90% of tle poptjation. "In 1he final anatysis." Jam Kemedy had said a decade 
before. ,. is Ileir war. They are 1he ones who have to win or lose it.- And so i1 was two years later. 

But to many veterans, 1he war was not lost. at least not by GIs. Wrote veteran Robert S. Miler: -I know i1 bo1hers a 
lot of vets when 1hey hear about 'cu defeat in Vietnam.' I don't even rernel"OOer 1he SI.ITfIOder! We won cu battles. 
nearly al of them, and certainty al1he major ones." 

Said another veteran: "We won 1he war, thafs what klls us. We fougrt 1he North Vietnamese to a standstil and 
bolstered 1he South Vietnamese army and government. But we can't persuade anybody of that.· 



Back in the Wond 

The one-year tou'. while not lI'ique to Vietnam (it was used in Korea. 1951-53). guaranteed a serviceman WOtJd be 
back home - one way or ano1her - wtlhin 365 days (13 months for Marines). DEROS (Date of Expected Re1l.m from 
Overseas) gave way to "short timers fever." 

We had a saying in Vietnam,· said Medc Scott Gauthier. "/oS soon as you set foot 00 Vietnamese soil, yotJre 
dead. Marl< yotneIf as dead. And from that point 00, aa you are doing is fi$j1ting for the rigrt to go home again, to 
lve again. That was t\e incentive we had." 

Once aboard the -rreedom bird" t\e trip to b wor1d" (states) was rapid. The brief ride home aIowed no time to 
sort out the searing experiences of war. Compc::uldng this were oftentimes hostile receptions flat ~eeted Gis. 

"None of us wi. ever forget those Incidents," wrote vet B. T. CoIns in Reader's Oigest· even thouCtl we knew the 
were perpetrated by a refatlve harIc:tf1J who seemed to delg-d In revilng 1heIr COl.I'ltry. \lVhat Iut more was the 
embarrassed silence of the majority. who stood by and let it happen, who tI.med away wi1hout acknowledging the 
sacrifices was made in a long and tenible war." 

Yet when SlI"Ve'f8d by the Harris Poll seven years after the U.S. withc:i'awal from Vietnam, a ftjJ 90% of Vietnam 
vets said 1hey were proud to have served 1heir COlJ1'Iry. In April 1990, a ~ Pol revealed flat 87% of t\e 
American people held Vietnam vets in hilt! esteem. 

Way back in AufJJst 1969, 00 the pages of VFW Magazine, Lt. Gen. Frai1< T. Mlkt'en foresaw 1hIs tlrn of events 
when he wrote: "The leaders of tomorrow's America wi. be fOU'ld In the ram of the loyal and detemined fi~ng men 
Who re1l.m from Vietnam.· 

His foresigrt proved hi!ttf aCClI"8te. 



Vietnam War Casualties 1964-1973 
Peak 

Military Troop Combat Other Wounded 
Service Strength Deaths Deaths In Action" 

AmTy 359,800 30,904 7.274 96.802 
Navy· 36.500 1.631 925 4.237 
Marines 81.400 13,082 1.754 51,392 
Air Force 58.400 1.739 842 931 
Total 538,100 U,358 10,795 153,382 

*Coest Guard Included \onder NeyY. eoast Guerdenlel"l p4HM<ed «t 400 In VI.w-n. FM ....... kihd In .~ WId two 
(jed frOfn non-hostile causes; 59 were WIA. 

*"*W0lnds not mortaI •• clude 150.375 Gis not recJ.ir1ng hospital care. 

Those who <led as a resUt of WOlIlds long after the war and in accidents going to and from the war zone (detemined 
later) have been added to the Vie1n8m Veterans Memonal. bringing 1he total 
to 58.183. 

***End of VFW article --



Aero-Scout. Get Hot Indoctrination 

by SPEC 5 Bruce MCllHANEY, Stars and Slripes staff consultant. 

CHU LAI, Vietnam -"My platoon was spit into three 9"~ wi1h at least two platoons of chartes after us.- said S, Sgt 
Richard Fapka describing f)e situation fadng tis nf!/fIt.J formed aero-scout platoon of 1he Americal Div.'s 123rd 
Aviation Bn. 

The platoon. which works wi1h a spotter helcopter and two QI.IlShips at its cal. was searching a VC haven in Quang 
Ngai province caIed 1he "Rock Pile.u Two Viet Cong were spotted and one shot 

Bl.nkers scattered 1tT~ f)e bolder-strewn til yielded a large pile of Conm.nst lI'iforms and doclments. 
Then Fapka caled for a demoItion team to destroy 1he bt.rlkers. 

--rile demo teem blew one escape route but could not get l() a narrow crevice leaclno to a cave on 1he top of 1he hi. 
where 11tlotqrt 1he two VC ...ere hidng: he said. 

One of the scouts armed wi1h ort:y a pis10l started ~ 1he crevice. 
"He was ~ an arm's dstance from 1he top when 1hey started sniping at him and 1he two squads I left at 1he bottom 

of 1he til came t.Ilder machineglJ1 fire: said Fapka of Detroit. The demoition team and Fapka's scouts took cover 
betlnd a pagoda on 1he side of 1he til. A mactine glr'I began firing from ~ above them. 1he rOlllds landng dose. ul 
ttifi( 1he I.I"IWOl.I1ded VC ran and brOl..91t back 1he rest of tis force. The fire came closer and I decided we'd try to 
break h"oustI1he ticket below us and rejoin 1he oller ~ds to come back ~ for 1he man on top." 

RlIYling 1tT0tql1he tticket wi1h enemy fire al arot.nd six scouts became entarged and were forced to go back to 
1he pagoda. 

At 1he bottom of the hi. Fapka's men beat off a group of 
plI"SUing enemy. kilng one. 

I spotted 20 to 30 chartes going straiglt for 0lI' LZ but with just fOll' men I couk:i'l' take them on. Then 0lI' gunships 
arrived and 1he VC fire slacked off.W 
After lr1<ing wi1h 1he remaining two squads. 1he seven men on 1he hil were fOl.l"ld to be alve and safe. 
"Irs 0lI' job to go in and investigate trot.i)le spots, but those chartes were too strong for us to handle,· said Fapka. 

"For 1he first contact it was a tOtql one to break in on, but we ddn' 
loose [sicJa man, 



This article appeared in the September 3, 1969 America! OMsion paper, "Southern Cross·. 

LQH Provjdes Check On Enemy 

cru Lal - OlIing the past two l'u1cted or so years, the science of war has changed. If Daniel Boone were to view 
the tectn~ of recomaissance, for example, the famed lnaan figrter wOOd be amazed at the changes. In 
Dariel's day, "recon-trlp· meant perhaps sneaking across a river and getting a "look-see" at the enemy. 

Todays modem /limy, however, employs aircraft to perform tis task. One such craft, the U~ Observation 
Heicopter. (LOH) plays a large rote in "scouIing the ertemf in 1he area. 

Recently, about eigrt miles west of Due Pho, a LOH from 1he 123rd Avn. Btl recetVed heavy sma. arms fire. The 
chopper retuned the fire, Idlng two NVA in the area. A fiJ1.her search of the area revealed several l.f'IOCCt4lied 
hootches and enemv bu'i<ers. 

After polIlding the complex with aJrstrikes and 8rt1lery. C Co .. 41h an .. 3rd Inf. was cootlat 8ssatJted into the area. 
The 111h Bde. solders searched the ~x which contained about 90 bu'i<ers. 

FOlI'ld in the CM1> were a .51 cal. machineglll destroyed t:Jy smal arms fire, several NVA docl.JTlents, and an NVA 
kiled t:Jy the airstrikes. D Co .. working in the same area, dscovered the bodies of nine NVA also killed by the 
airstrikes. 

Dane! Boone mlgrt not lIlderstand the methods the /limy uses today. but he 'NOI.id certainly approve of the 
effectiveness of heIcopter reconnaissance. (AmericaIIO) 




