
This article is from the JIif 1969 issue of "The Anrry Reporter". 

Amedcal Division 

A cooDnation of ~ps and infantrymen Idled elgu North Vietnamese Anrry solders J~ 18. five miles west of 
Due Pho. Teaming '4> for the figu were Infantrymen from Co. B. 1st Bn .. 20th Int. and ~ps from the 123rd 
AviaUon Bn. 

TlTee days eerier. a dvislon forward air con1roler and rnechariZed troops teamed '4> to 1d113 NVA solders. The 
forward con1roler. flying an aircraft of the 1981h U{11t Infantry Brigade, was flying over hitt terrain 10 miles SOl.I1t'wiest 
of Due Pho when he received fire from an tI"Iknown runber of NVA troops concealed in the dense ~ below. The 
aerial observer caIed the NVA position to tankers of the 3rd Ptatoon, H Troop, 17th Armored Cavalry, and armored 
persomeI earners were Invne<iatety dspatched. The artilery and heNcopter gunship fire dreeted by the dvislon 
troopers Idled 13 of the enemy. 



This centerfold photo filed feature came from the Amel'ical"Southem Cross", August 17, 1968. 

The men of the 123rd Avn. Bn. make their presence known daily to both the enemy and friendy troops throughout the 
AmericaJ Div. area of operations. 

Their ciJlies range from finding the enemy to destroying him and from re5l4)plying Isolated landing zones to 
providng transportation for dvision personnel. The battaion is made l4> of the Co. A "PElicans,· the Co. B 
Warlords: the Trp. F, 8th Ca .... "BlIe Ghosts: a sip! detactment a transportation detactment and a he8d<J,1arters 
element. 

Organic Aviation 

It was orgartzed ear1Y tis year as 1he d"';sion's organic a"';a1Ion l.I'lIt from outfits aready in the area. It is 
convnanded by LTC John N. Brandenberg. The Co. A "Pelcans" are responsi~ for general air support for the 
dvislon. Their ciJlies incU:ie r~. road patrol. the transportation of VIP's and the pro..,;dng of aircraft for the 
various COllier f1istrts from Coo Lai. 

Their efforts are often lI"lSlIlQ. but nonetheless represent a vital cog in the air support of the fig-rting soldiers of the 
AlrrrfS C/dtJ named division. 

For instance, they fly near1y 50 tons of cargo each week. 

Take War to VC 

The hi~flying Warlords," the ortt aero-scout company in Vietnam are eQlipped to take the war right to the 
enemy's doorstep. The company carries its own infantry. recomaissance and firepower support elements in one 
neat. b'ee-helicopter package. 

Using the standard OH-23 observation helicopter, the Co. B Warlords'" primary rnssion is recomaissance. 
T earns of two g.,nsIlps and one OH-23 SCOlI" the dvision area for traces of the enemy, and the I'l'lObiIe aertal-rifie 
section is available for closer inspection when it Is needed. 

Though the company's duties are primarily reconnaissance, and not cOf'nl)at, its members have accounted for 
more than their share of kills in action which has been centered mainly in the southern part of the elvision's area of 
operations. 



Other Support 

The "BkJe GhostsM of Trp. F. B1h Cav .. though assigl8d to the batta~on for orgar1zational ptIl)Oses. are attached to 
the 1st Sqci'l., 1st Cav., and more wil be said about them in a later Issue. 

The 449th Sig. Det. provides avionics ~ for the battaion's airaaft. Ttlouglthe scope of the signalmen's 
mission has g-eatly increased as the size of the battaMon has increased, they have never failed in the vital job of 
keeping the aviators "on the air." 

The 406th TC Det "RoaciuTlersM keep the batta.on in the air and on the go. The detachment provides carect 
~ for the baua.on, and cals no job short of entirely rebUlding an aircraft too large or too sma •. 

Persomel from the battalon also are responsible for the operation of the Ky Ha tower, wtich controls rruch of the 
helicopter traffic coming in and out of Cru Lai. 



This came from the Americal SouIhem Cross August 30, 1968 issue. 

Aero Scouts kill 18 ve, Round up 16 

cru Lai- A 1rigger-happy Viet Gong got more than he bargained for when he fired upon an apparent ·daf~· 
Aero Scout OH-23 observation heicopter, wtlch was ftying a routine mission recenty five miles west of here. 

One crewman of 1he smaI chopper was wounded wi1h 1he iritial tust of enemy automatic weapons fire, but he was 
the od:y American casualty taken cUing the fierce three-and-a-half hoIs air and $1OU'ld batUe wtlch followed, netting 
18 enemy dead and 16 detainees. 

The 123rd Aviation Bn.'s 011-23. 1railed by fou- choppers IncU:lng two hea'.ltly armed ~PS. was Wioong tc:> a 
reconnaissance fljjrt Wi"Ien the shoo1Ing started. 

Maj. Jl.I'lius Tamer, AIt!Jro Scout CO, described the action: "The OH-23 maI1ced 1M position for the two gLI1Ships, 
wtlch began retJ.ming 1he hostile fire. We Idled five VC before we ran out of orttlance. Then we new home to reioad 
and refuel. 

Infantrymen Mop Up 

'"When we returned to 1he battle." MAJ Tanner contil"lled. We brot.q1t along 20 infantrymen and set them on 1he 
grOllld. The ·Skeeter" (011-23). moving ahead to direct 1he action took more hostile fire. and 1he gunships came in 
again, folowed by 1he g-0lIld 1roops.R Three weapons were captlsed along with g-enades and other supplies, and 
seven VC hootches and three bu'lkers were destroyed. 

Aero Scout fI!jlt platoon leader, CPT Theiner Moe. added this foo1note: 
"Under questioning, one of 1he detainees adnltted he had 1riggered 1he engagement by firing on the sma. lead 

helcopter. ApparenUy he dim't know the "Skeeter' was backed tc:> by so much firepower. It roost have been qtite a 
SI..fl)Iise when 1he ~ps cam doYm on him folowed by infantrymen.· 



This article also cam from 1he same issue. 

'Aero Scouts' Smash VC Cache, Motor Pool 
LZ Bronco- A Viet Gong weapons cache and a primitive motor pool were hit recenfty by clvlsion -Aero Scout" 

helcopter crews and infantrymen acting on information ~ed by a former Viet Gong platoon leader. 
The platoon leader had been reieved of his convnand several months ago and sent to a -reform prison." 
He escaped after three months of confinement and later b.rned himsetf over to American forces west of Quang 

Ngal. He ag-eed to lead Aled troops to a base C8Il'4> area Where he had seen sampans lI'lIo8d wepons and food 
~es. 

The 123rd Avn. en. t.rit iwIh its infantry platoon swept into 1he Song Re Valey, 25 niles southwest of Quang Ngai 
in 1he 11ih Inf. Bde.'s recornaisance zone. 

Hidden Weapons 

"The Hoi ChaM toki us there were weapons hidden in 1he valey prded by II sma. enemy force," said W01 Alan 
Levy, an IvMo Scout pilot from Asonia, Conn. -After we put 1he infantry on 1he (J'OlJ'Kl. Charle opened ~ on us," 

VVIiIe QU'lSt'ips remained on station to CCNf!J(' 1he infantrymen. Scout helcopters Ifted Montagl8rd eMlan 
Irreg..iar Defense ~ (Cloo) solders and their Special Forces advisers from Ha Thanh to 1he contact area, Two 
tactical air str1kes reslited In five major secondary explosions and silenced 1he enemy ~, alowing 1he 
American and CIOO solders to move in. 

Discoveries 

They fOU'ld six dead enemy solders, four Chinese-made 120 rnm mortar tubes, more than 20,000 rex.nels of sma. 
arms 81'TYT'11.1'1tion, 5,000 pot.nds of rice and numerous enemy documents. 

In addition, 75 bicycles rigged wHh weapons racks, and 8 bicycle repair shop were destroyed. 
We expected to find more weapons, "said Levy," but without 1hose bicycles 1he enemy wi. halle a tot..V'l time 

moving ~pment gyoug..1he valey.· 



This came from the Americal News Sheet for SatLrday JLiy 26, 1969 

Iron MOlfltain - The 'V'Jar1ords" of B Co., 123rd Avn. Bn., spotted two VC 1rytng to evade, 12 n'lies west of Due Pho, 
at 1730 yesterday. The VC were taken lJ'lder fire and killed by B Co. 

This came from the AmrJ Reporter, March 2,1970. 

AmerIca! SOkIers of 1he 123rd Avn, 80. tangled three lmes WIth NVA and VC troops Feb, 11 near Due Pho, 
aCCOlflting for nine of the 17 COI"I'V'rUlsts kiled by the dvision that day. 



This came from the Jal'l.l8ry 1970 issue of the "Americar magazine. 

16th CAG: metal Angels of Hope & Mercy 
by SP4 Craig Coullre. 

I wil excerpt the portion dealng Yrith the 123rd. 

The 123rd Cbt Avn. 80 .. ike its sister battalon. provides air mobilty and direct air ~ to elements of 
the Americal Div. The battalon, let by LTC Richard K Dietsch (Manchester. N.H.), prides itself on the 
professionalsm and consciousness in ~ng the dvision. The battalon is COI'J'4)I'ised of A and B 
~es; HQS. and Hqs. Co. E Co .. 723rd Malnt. Bn; F Trp. 8th Cav: and 0 Trp .. 1st SqOO .• 1st Cav. 

ProWlng the America! with general aviation support Is the primary m~ of A Co .• 123 CAB. \Nhile B Co. 
essentIaIy has the role of an air cavalry troop. Many of B Co.'s missions are visual reconnaissance 
operations in which a team of fot.l' aircraft, on Ugu Observation Helcopter (LOH). two Cobra ~PS. and 
one Huey "sick" with five infantrymen aboard search an assipd area for sip of enemy activity. DLling 
the past year. B Co. aCCOlllted for 429 enemy lOis. 
Known •• the "Blue Ghost," F Trp. 8th Cav. arrtved in Vietnam in October, 1967. Conmanded by MAJ 
Charles E. Ivey (Urbana. II.), F Trp. has the primary mission of ga1her1ng Intelgence. The LI1it 
accomplshes this by means of aerial and grOl.Ild reconnaissance maldng maxlnun use of Its firepower, 
corrvnunicatioos, and mobilty. 

An organic infantry platoon. nicknamed the "Blues," is used for insertions to perform detailed searches of an 
area. Normaly wi1h insertion of the "Blues" the aerial recon teams, consisting of two Cobras and a LOH, 
screen in the Ill'II'T'I8date vicinity and provide armed escort for the platoon. 

A newcomer to the 16th Group is 0 Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., who arrived In Vietnam on May 1. 1969. D 
Trp., caled the "Sabres." extends the reconnaissance and sect..rity capabifities of g-0lI'Id LI1its by aerial 
means To find the enemy, fix his position. and then annihilate him is the mission of the "Sabres." 

Proviclng the Americal Yrith aircraft clrect Sl4>POf1 maintenance is E Co., 723rd Maim 80. The job os this unrt 
like that of the 335th Trans. Co. is to support and ~ maintain the aviation uni1s assigled to the America!. 



From "Cover-Up· by Seymour M. Hersh. 

Duing 1he weeks foloYMg My Lai 4, TI'lon1>S<>n and many other pilots and crewmen in the 123rd had remained 
angered and demoralzed by the Americal Division's failure to investigate the massacre and plI'lish the offending 
participants. ThoI'l1>Son was personaly convinced that his two crewmen deserVed medals for ~ng him rescue the 
threatened cr..1lans at My Lal 4, even 1hot.Iglthere were no enemy 1roops opposing them. He put: bo1h in for citations. 
By so doing, he made it easy for one of his ~riors, Uy aware of Tl'lon1>S<>n's bitterness over My Lal 4, to reward 
him for keeping his peace and contirxing to be one of 1he boys. 

On April 231he America! Division awarded a Bronze Star to Glenn U. AnaeoUa a two-year veteran of Vietnam who 
had flown wt1h Husjl ThorJ1>Son as a door ~ on March 16 (1968). The award was made posttunousIy: 
.t\ll(teotta ded before its final approval. He was 
honored for his heroism 'n connection wt1h miliary operations against a hostile force- at My Lai 4. Anaeotta was 
credted wi1h 
saving 1he Ives of eMlens hldng in a bu'lker "located between 1riencly forces and hostile forces engaged in a hea'li'y 
fire fig,t." Major Frederick Watke sip<! the falsified recorrmendation; an eyewitness statement was SI..t'In'i1ted by 
Thonl>son (The book seems pretty hard on a man that was shot down and sent to the states to recover in April 
1968). A few weeks later Spadalst FOlI' Lawrence Cob.rn, the other door gunner, also got a Bronze Star. A medal 
was sougrt for TI'lon1>S<>n, too, and he eventually received the Dis1ifV.ished Flying Cross. The citation ht came 
with 1he pilot's medal noted that TI'lon1>S<>n had rescued fifteen yooog Vie1namese chikren v.tlo were "caugrt in the 
intense cross fire" at My Lai 4. uOfficer TI'lon1>S<>n's heroic actions saved several imocent Ives while his SOlI1d 
~ ~eatty ertJanced Vietnamese-American relations in the operational area,u the citation, wrttten by the 123rd 
Aviation Sattalon, said. 

Names of I1'lef1i>ers of the 123rd Aviation Bn mentioned in the book 
are: 
LTC Jotrl Holladay (Bn. Commander) 
V\lilam Bezanson on a slctt 
Major Watke (8 Co. Commander) 
Warrant Officer Jerry QAterhouse. 
Sp5 Lawrence CohJ"n (OH-23 Door Gl.rlner) 
Sp5 Lawrence KL.bert (corrm.rtications sergeant) 
Warrant Officer Hugh C. Thorll>son (OH-23 pilot) 
Sp4 Glenn AnaeoUa (door guTlef OH-23 gl.I'lner) 
captain Theinar Moe (Section leader) 
Captain Ra~ E. sabre (flg,t platoon leader) 
Captain Brian LMngston (pilot) 
Scott A. Baker (Ffig,t commander) 
Warrant Officer Robert W. VVhitham (Pilot General Koster) 
·SP5 Defvlis Chapin & Preston Rogers and many 01hers from 8 Co. were cpJestioned. 



The 16th Aviation Gr(4) (Combat) was first activated and orgarized on 20 December 1967 and became 
operational on 23 January 1968. at the Marine Marble MOlI1tain Air Facility, Da Nang. His was just one week before 
the 1968 Tet Offensive explosion 1hr~ Vietnam. The 16th Gr~. as 0lI'" motto irJ'4)les, was tn.iy -Born in 
Battle-, 

Ofignaly part of the 1 st Aviation Brigade. the 16th CAG was attached to the Americal Division on December 
1968. Wi1hin a week, the Gr~ relocated from Marble Mot.ntain to its present location at CtlJ Lal. The lJ'Iit has the 
cistinc1ion of being the ody aviation g'~ in the Urited states AArrf assigled to an Infantry dvision, 

Intent ~ carrying out its mission. the 16th CAG. commanded tJ.j LTC James M. Lesie, (Missoula. 
Montana), is c~ of a Headquarters Company, the 335th Transportation~, and two Battalons: the 
14th Aviation Battalon (Combat). with all.J'its presently slBtioned in the CtlJ Lei area. and the 123d Aviation Battalion 
(COI'T'Ibat) with tOts in Marble MOlI'Itain and CtlJ Lai. 

The Gr~ crest is S)'Yl'tdc of the coni)at aviation capabilties of the 16th Gr~. The Gr~ has had a 
1hree fold operation of ~ng the Urlted states, Repli)Ic of Vietnam. and the Free World Miltary Forces to win 
freedom and seare peace. Since 1969 and ~ to the present time the 16th CAG has centered activities arOllld the 
~ of the Americars 196111. 1981h. and 11th Infantry Brigades and the 2nd ARVN DMsion wI1h the main 
obIgations being; restWIY. corri>at assalits, QUlShiP~, aerial recomaissance and secuity plus provldng the 
corrvnand and control aircraft for the General omcers, Special S*aff. and al Senior COmmanders of the Americal 
Division. Since Jaooary of 1968 assets from the 16th GAG have been irNoIved in every major operation that the 
Amerlcal Division has LI'ldertaken. 
R~ is a primary mission for the UH-1 and CH-47 of the 16th CAG. RestWIY accOU'lts for the tlg-.est 

rumer of sorties tJ.j type of mission. Fire~. QUlShip sorties flown in Sl4>POf1 of gl)lI'ld LIVts is of tremendous 
importance to al rTlefWers of the 23 Infantry Division, Armed helicopters possess the capability for detecting and 
immediately engagng battlefiekl targets of oppor1J..rlity dose to friet'ldY troops on the {10l1'ld unmatched tJ.j any other 
weapons system in the U.S, AArrf inventory. Troop movement is also a primary mission for the 16th GrO\.4>. Mass 
movement of troops to and from any point is done ody tJ.j the aid of the 16th CAG. 

The quaIty of aviators fig,t trairing contirues to be morVtored tJ.j the Gr~ Standardzation section. 
Instrunent instructors continue to be trained to provide instnment instruction at the lI'lit level as we approach another 
monsoon season. The ADF and GCA are in cons1Bnt use as aviators keep ClITent on instn.rnent flying and prepare 
themsetves for possible bad weather in the near futtxe, 

~the-job training, material readiness. and formal training continue to be stressed by this Headquarters. 
Due to the increase of replacements who are not MOS quatfied, on-the-job trairing has become more important to 
the performance of the GrOl4) mission. In cOll'ltry schools are being used to ful advantage in al areas. 

Ciasses for ~or !T8de officers are hekJ once a weet< on the areas i~ for the proper training and 
back~OlIld for a fl.lt:lse in the AArrf. 

The officers and men of the 16th Aviation Gr~ (Combat) pride themsetves on the ability to do their jobs 
regardess of any clffiClilies. With cOU'age and determination and the professional c~tence of its Sltlordnate 
units. the 16th CAG ~ the Americal in I Corps. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: Base frr..ce8 116 (Nli Mat Rang) 

DATE OF INFORMATION: 1 October 1966 

LOCATION: I Corps, Quang Nam ProvInce, BT025410, AT970355, 
BT030450 

AT915390. AT930440, BT000470. 

TERRAIN: The base area is po6i1ioned in a finger of l'nOI.J'Ilains extending into 1he coastal plain souttwiest of Hoi An. 
approximetely twenty kilometers into the coastal pkUn southwest of Hoi M. approximately 20 ki~ from the 
coast. The area lies abreast of the coastal rail line, seven kilometers southwest of Route 1 and fifteen kilometers 
west of the dls1Iict capital of Than Sinh. Tlls fTlOlIltainous promontory ovet1ooks the COf\1IIeX intersection of water 
and land LOC's - the Song Hoi An and Song Th..I Bon (rivers), Route 1, Route 14, and tle raItoad. ThIs point is 
SUTOU1ded by heavily poptiated lowlands. Vegetalon In Ile mcurtainous areas Is predoninantly evertreen forest 
and scnb: in the central porions of tle desI!J18ted area there Is considerable scarring <l.Ie to steep stopes and deep 
narrow ~es. The lowlands slITOUlCing tle base are nce-prodJctng areas; smaler hli corJ1)lexes are covered with 
brI.IsI"Ntood . 

ENEMY ACTIVITY: Twelve instalations are reported wi1tin the delineated area - one general. one base. four 
medcal, one 1rairing and five food storage areas. WtWe no I.Iits have been reported in the base area, movement 
reports iOOcate tle presence of the 60th Battalonf1st VC Regiment to the southeast and the R20 Battalon to the 
northwest. TIYOt.Otout At..9J5t and Septent>er there were enemy-initiated contacts to the north. One secondary 
explosion was observed located on a lne of comnu"ication into the base area. 

SUMMARY: The reported Instalations iOOcste hi the area is a forward base area from which the river della region 
can be controled. 
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SUBJECT: Base Area 117 (NU Co) 

DATE OF INFORMATION: 1 October 1966 

LOCATION: I Corps, Quang Tin Province. BT200030. BT255030, BT255090,BT200100.BT170050 

TERRAIN: The base area les in an enclosed veley dotted with smaI clusters of vllages. The Song Bong Mieu 
(rtver) meanders west ttv"ot,.Vl1he veley and exits by 1he orty major opening in 1he waI of encirclng IllOlIltains. 
Except for rice paddies and areas 'Mttin tle vllages, the vaItf!Iy is predominantly everlJ1*l forest wi1h isolated areas 
of bn..IsI'Y\¥ood scattered inc:isaiminatety ttv"0tql0ut The base area Mes fifteen kilometers southwest of the city of 
Tam Ky and Route 1. 

ENEMY ACTMTY: Seventeen 1ns1alatlons - one general, fOll" bases, seven or(hmce, two medeal, and 1hree food 
storage areas - - are reported vmtln 1he base. One secondary explosion was reported in August. Many sig,tings of 
identified and lI1identifled lI1its were reported moving to and from 1he area. The 21st Regiment was reported on 1he 
western edge of a deMneated area. Incidents SlITOlIld 1he area. TIYee lI1identlfied Special Agent Reports were 
recorded ~n 1he bomdaries of 1he base area. 

SUMMARY: The da1a contirues to inc:icate that 1he enemy has 1he ~ of the popUation and is receiving food 
and orci1ance. It is ike/y that 1he base lends logistical st.wort and limited refuge to operational lI1its rather than 
containing arrf hI\1l1eve1 miBtary or poillcal apparatus. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: Base Area 118 (Nli SUo! La) 

DATE OF INFORMATION: 1 October 1966 

LOCATION: I Corps, Quang Ngai ProWlce. BS360850. BS4OO8OO. BS450850, BS4OO88O 

TERRAIN: The base area is located fOlJ" Idlometers southeast of Tra Bong, Ile dslrtct headc:'J,Jarters and site of a 
USSF camp. and twenty Idlometers west of Route 1. The base consists of a series of rOlJ'lded tils and smallnterior 
vaIeys which extend eastvNd into the coastal plain. The north edge of the base abuts the Tra Bong Valfly. and the 
souIlem bomdery aqoina 1he Song Giang Valey. To 1he east 1he tile are pr.~ 81"naIer and begn to merge 
with the plain; to the west tle tili increase in size and reiet. Vegetation is predorrin8n1ty dense eversreen forest 
Interspersed ~ areas of open forest and brush, partlaiarty on the outer edges of tle base. The two vaItI:It 
systems, tle Tra Bong and Song Giang, are rk:e-SJ"owIng areas and are popUated wi1h scattered vllages. 

ENEMY ACTMTY: Fifteen ~stiC81 installations - two general, two bases. two medea!. two orcr.ance, six food 
storage and one tralRng area - are reported wtthin the desiglated area. The 409th Sapper Battalon was reported to 
the south. Other lJ'identified lJ'lI1s were reported on t he area's perimeter. AA fire and harassment formed a pattern 
SUTOlI'ldng the area. 

SUMMARY: Ttis base area is consktered to ~ operational troops in the Tra Bong area ra1her than being a 
mil1Bry or poitical headquarters. Operations by friencly forces in Ile vicimy have not seemed to affect enemy 
activity 'Ni1hIn and on the perimeter of tle base area. 
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SUBJECT: Base Mea 119 (Do Xa) 

DATE OF INFORMATION: 1 October 1966 

LOCATION: I Corps, Quang Ngal Province, BS030750, B$05084O, BS180710,BS230770,BS180815 

TERRAIN: The base area is located forty-five kik:meters west of Quang Ngal CI1y wHhin the Amanite MOtJ'ltains. 
The area Is extremely rugged and Is Incised by narrow vaIeys. These vaIeys contain the headwaters of rivers which 
cut their way out h'CllIStI the Il10lIlIains toward the coast The Il10lIlIains wi1hin the base rise to heigrts approacting 
one 1housand seven tu'Q'ed meters. Seven I'ln:i"ed feet betow the Il10lIlIains les the Nuoc ~ Valey, the major 
valey wi1hin the base area. Vegetation is predominanlly dense ever~ forest; there are some sma. areas of 
brushwood and some clear forest. 

ENEMY ACTMTY: nne iosPstical installa1lons - one general on medeal, and one or<tlance - are reported in 
Nuoc ~ VafetJ (vic BS1873). In adcltlon. rear &el'\lice and MR-5 a<tninistratlve head<J.larters are reported 1tTee 
kilometers west of the valey. Seventeen lXlIdentified and one Identified Special Agent Reports have been recorded 
in or arOllld the area from Jliy ~ September. 

SUMMARY: The extent of 1his base area is Ulknown. It is reported to be the headcJlarters for MR-5. H information 
that has been received Sli;)stantiates 1his possIbIlty. The exlreme/y tigl mcudalns IN'Ol*I faonate Ine of si\11t 
COI'T'm..I'ications. The steep &lopes and dense vegetation IN'Ol*I minirrUe air interclc1lon and aerial st.rVeiIance. In 
adcltlon. the runber of Slitable transmitting sites, existence of the vaIey and neig-oortng bivooae areas, and the 
virtual inaeeessibiity of the area make It appropriate for a staff headcptrters and conmand center. 
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SUBJECT: Base Area 122 (Suoi 08) 

DATE OF INFORMATION: 1 October 1966 

LOCATION: I Corps. Quang Ngai Province. BS57053O. BS535489. SS560445.BS600500 

TERRAIN: The base area is located on the eastern f1inge of the control molIltains and Isolated by 1he Song Ve 
Valey to the east and the Song PhJoc "'ang Valrtf to the west. It is fifteen kilometers west of Route 1 and two 
Idlometers southeast of (lstrict headcJ.larters at MII'tI Long Mlich Is also the site of a USSF C8"l>. The base area 
consists of a rldge system of rOll'lded molIltains l4' to six tulc:i"ed meters in heig,t. and a series of narrow vaIeys 
WhIch extend il"lW1lrd from 1he west and east. The rnoullains are CCMM"ed YMh ever~ forest and scn..i>; 1he valeys 
are wet-rice ~ng areas. 

ENEMY ACTNlTY: FOlI' qpstieal instalallons - one orcr.ance, one base, one food storage and one general fadlty -
• have been reported. One Special Agent Report was recorded to 1he east of the area. Urlt and ~sIIeal movement 
was sig,ted to the north and 1'lOrtleast. Battalon-size lI"its have been reported on 1he perimeter and wtlt'in 1he base. 

SUMMARY: Enemy activity WCJljd Neate that this area is part of a series of smaM bases positioned on 1he edge of 
the coastal pfain. The bases are used to tq)pOrt operationalll"its and to store ~es and eqlipment infiltrated by 
sea. 
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SUBJECT: Base Nea 123 (Nli Coil 

DATE OF INFORMATION: 1 October 1966 

LOCATION: I Corps, Quang Ngal Province, B5620490, 85655420. BS695455. BS675497. BS640500 

TERRAIN: The base area Is located fifteen kilometers from 1he coast and twenty..seven kilometers south of Quang 
Ngal City on a series of rugged tiIs severed from 1he central rT'IOI.Iltains by 1he Song Ve Vaftef.J in 1he west and 1he 
Song Tra cau Vaftef.J to I'le south. The base area has smaJ interior vaIeys and several ftat-topped mot.I1tains that 
are Slitable for bivouac and staging. Ever!Jeen forest is 1he predoninant type of vegetation. 

ENEMY ACTIVITY: Eis;-.t logistical instalations - two prisons, two trairing areas, one general and ttree orcilance 
instalatlons - have been reported in the area. A Ii. SpecIal Agent Report was recorded to the west Uridenllfled 
lnts and troop I'l1OYeI'Tlef'I have been reported near the perimeter. 

SUMMARY: Ttis area would provide 1he enemy wI1h a forward operational base from Ywtlich to deploy on1he coast 
It colid control traffic along boih river valeys and along 1he roads leading west t 0 KonILrn. 



SUBJECT: Sase Area 124 (NLi Vu) 

DATE OF INFORMATION: 1 October 1966 

LOCATION: I Corps, Quang Ngai ProWlce, BS720390, BS69035O, BS72032O,BS760370 

TERRAIN: The base area is located In the transitional hils 1h8t border the coastal plains, rtne kilometers from the 
coast and five kilometers west of Route 1. The Il'lOlI'lfalns enclose a segment of a narrow vaIey which bisects the 
area along a sotJthwest.nortst axis. The Il'lOlIltalns are covered with ever~een forests. The valeys which 
penetrate the edges of the area are SlitabIe for weHice cUllvation. 

ENEMY ACTIVITY: TtTee food storage areas were reported positioned in the valey floor and one orcilance depot is 
reported in the rnourtains. Movement aromd the base area to the north and nor1heast was reported in JIiy. In 
September the base area to h norIl and northeast was reported in JIiy. In Sept8lTtler two Special Agent Reports 
were recorded on the northern perimeter. Sattalon and ~mental-slZe l.fit si~ngs have also been reported to the 
north of the north of the desipted area The enemy iritiated on contact YIith friendy forces to the east 

SUMMARY: Enemy activtty indcates that the area is both a forward operational base and an area for linited logistical 
~ FI'iencIf InstaIa1lons, The USSF C8n1> at Sa To ten kilometers west of the base area Ind two ARVN 
ins1alations located twelve kilometers east of the base, appear to be no major obstacle to enemy actMty wtthin or 
aromd the desipted area. 
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AGAM-P (M) (20 Feb 69) For or lIT 684231 3 March 1969 

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, Americal Division Artillery, Period Ending 31 October 1968. 

SEE DISTRIBUTION "This document contains infonnation affecting the National Defense of the United States within the meaning of 
the Espionage Laws, TIde, 18, U. S. c., Section 795 and 794. Its transmission or the revelation of its contents in any manner to an 
unauthorized person is prohibited by law. ~ 

I. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance with paragraph Sb, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective 
actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT lIT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days of receipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current 
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material. 
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I. (C) Section I: Operations: Significant Activities 
8. Command: 
(1) Division Artillery connnands the fonowing assigned or attached units: 

3d Battalion, 16th Artillery (1551): Assigned 
3d Battalion. 18th Artillery (S-1l75mmSP): Assigned 
1st Battalion, 82d Artillery (155TI8"SP): Assigned 
6th Battalion, 56th Artillery (Hawk): Assigned 
Battery G, 55th Artillery (FG): Assigned 
3d Platoort, Battery G. 29th Artillery (Searchlight): Attached 
251 st COlmtennortar Radar Detachment: Assigned 
252d Countennortar Radar Detachment: Assigned 

(2) Division Artillery monitors the activities of the direct support battalions of the three infantry brigades. 
6th Battalion, 11 th Artillery: Assigned 11 th Infimtry Brigade 
I st Battalion, 11 th Artillery: Assigned 11 th Infantry Brigade 
3d Battalion. 82d Artillery: Assigned 1 96th Infantry Brigade 

b. Operations: 
(1) Supporting Artillery Fires 
(a) Heavy artillery support continues to be available throughout the division area of operations. Typioal targets for heavy artillery are: 

infiltration routes, heavy enemy concentrations, base areas, acquired targets, and lucrative close-in targets. 
lb) Medium artillery is weighted toward the Chu Lai and Burlington Trail areas of operation. In order to provide medium artillery 

support throughout the division AO, two of the medium artillery y batteries operate as split fire units. Quick fire channels to five units 
CONFIDENTIAL 

1 



have been established with direct support battalions. One battery continues to be in direct support of the 1st Squadron., 1st Cavalry 
Regiment 

(c) Light artillery fire units made fifty-five moves during the period. Displacement by air was utilized as the primaIy method of 
moving tight artillery Wlits to otherwise inaccessible forward fire truppOrt bases. The provWonal fourth tlrin@ battery of tlw direot 
support battalion again provided added coverage for the huge brigade AOs. In order to support maneuver battalions moving to high 
enemy threat areas. direct support artillery from other brigades was sometimes placed under operational control of the maneuvering 
brigade. 

(d) ArtiBery annnunition expenditures and peT cent of observed fires by caliber for the annnunition reporting peTiod are 8& fonows: 

Caliber Expenditures Per Cent Observed 
I05mm 160,.395 57 
155mm 77,500 46 
8 inch 17,436 36 
175mm 11,210 8 

(2) Division Artillery provided supporting fires for the following major operations of the Americal Division: 

Operation WheelerlWallowa 
Operation BurJington Trail 
Operation Pocahontas Forest 
Operation Champagne Grove 
Operation Dukes Glade 
Operation Logan Field 
Operation Dale Common 
Operation Vemon Lake I 

(a) WheelerlWallowa 

11 Nov 67 to present 
8 Apr 68 to present 

6 Jul68 to 4 Aug 68 
4 Sep 68 to 24 Sep 68 

2 Oct 68 to 9 Oct 68 
7 Oct 68 to 12 Oct 68 

18 Oct 68 to 19 Oct 68 
15 Oct to present 

1. Operation WheelerlWaDowa continued during the reporting period with the 196th Infantry Brigade with the 2-lst In.t: 4-215t In.t: 
and 3-21lnf conducting opeTations with the 1st Squadron. 1st Cav Reg. On the termination of Pocahontas Forest on 4 Aug., the 4-318t 
lnf rejoined the opeTation. 

~. Division Artillery supported the operation as follows: 
Il. Cl6I11 moved form Fire Support Base Buck at AT806320 to LZ Center (BT 050250) on 2 Aug and out of the WheelerlWaDowaa 

AO on 3 Sep. On 9 Aug Cl3I82 moved out to LZ Gimlet (AT 858230) from LZ West (AT 990250. bI3I82 moved out to LZ Gimlet 
(AT858230) from LZ West (AT 99(250). Bl3l82 moved into LZ Center from the Chu Lai TAO on 3 Sep. At. 8 result of the arrival of 
the 1/82d Arty in the Coo Lai TAOR, 3182 was now able to retain all its batteries within the 196th Bde AO. C/3182 moved back to LZ 
west on 18 Sep. On 1 Oct 013182 supported an operation at LZ Cacti (8T060473) in an AO extension 
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in 2d ROK Bde Ao. A platoon ofC/3I82 moved out to Polar Bear 11 (AT 939211) on 2 Oct from LZ West. On 9 Oct 0/3182 moved to 
LZ Baldy, the 196th Bde HQ, located at BT 130449. 

b. Reinforcing artillery moved to support operations in the AD. On 2 Aug C/3I16 moved south to LZ Ross (BT 028341), and on to 
LZ O'Connor (AT935243) on 8 Aug. Three howitzers moved into LZ Ross (BT 0283341) from Fat City (BT 440077) and LZ O'Connor 
on 12 Aug from C13I16. On 2 Aug. 3 howitzers of Al3I16 moved to LZ West on 21 Sep from LZ O'COJUlor. CI3I16 (-) moved to LZ 
Baldy from LZ Ross on 1 Oct, returning to LZ Ross on 14 Oct. 

~. GS artillery from 3118 Arty was employed in the western portion of the AO and withdrew closer to Tarn Ky as the monsoon 
season started. BI3I18 moved out to LZ Lurch (AT 926238) from LZ Karen on 4 Aug. On 19 Aug the battery returned to LZ Ross to 
remain there fot the balance of the reporting period. 

g. Artillery organization for combat was as fonows: 
3d Battalion, 82d Artillery (+)(1051) - OS 196th Infantry Brigade 
3d Battalion, 16th Artillery (-)(1551) - OS 111 Cav and GSR 3I82d Arty 
Iki Battalion, 18th Artillery (-)(S"/175G) - GS 

(b) Burlington Trail 
1 Operation Burlington Trail continued during the period with the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and 198tb Infantry Brigade conducting 

the operation. 

2. On 6 Aug D/1/14 moved to LZ Professional (BT 173(76) and Al6I11 moved to LZ Pleasantville from LZ Young and Tien Phuoc, 
respectively. DlII14 moved to LZ Pleasantville on 13 Aug. On 19 Aug B/I/14 moved to LZ Bowman (BT238140) from Hill 54. 
N6I11 moved from LZ Pleasantville (BT 051049) to LZ Bowman (BT 238140) on 21 Aug. Duringtbe four day contact with the 1st MF 
VC Regiment, 2d NVA Division at BT222 I the writ contributed fires which resulted in a total of 51 0 NV A KIA and 57 VC KIA. On 4 
Sep, Pit IIAl3I16 returned from LZ Baldy to Hawk Hill (BT2243 1 I) as DS 1/1 Cav. 811114 moved to LZ Young from LZ Bowman on 
19 Sep. After three days of fighting results were: 402 NVA KIA and 23 VC KIA. On 28 Sep AlI/14 moved to Tien Phuoc from LZ 
Chippewa (BS 485 967). C/lI14 moved to LZ Bowman (BT 238140) from LZ Gator (BS 571963) on 9 Oct, and moved to LZ Sheryl 
(BT302192) on 17 Oct to support a combined US - AR VN operations. 

J. Reinforcing artillery of Al3I18 (2-175mm) on Hill 54 supported Burlington Trail operations. On 4 Aug this platoon moved to 
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LZ Young and returned to Hill 54 on 7 Sep. A PltIBl3I16 joined the battery at Tien Phuoc on 9 Aug. PIt Ci3l18 moved to Hawk Hill 
from Fat City (BT 436076) on 20 Sep. 

~. Artillery organization for combat was as follows: 
I st Battalion, 14 Artillery (+ Xl 051) - DS 19&th Infantry Brigade 
3d Battalion, 16thArtillery(-)(1551)-DS III Cav 
3d Battalion, 18th Artillery (-)(8"/175G) - GS 

(c) Pocahontas Forest te:nninated on 4 Aug. Units returned to the WheelerlWallowa AD. 
(d) Dukes Glade was initiated on 7 Oct by 4-21st Infto destroy enemy forces in vicinity AT 9948. It was terminated on 9 Oct. 
1. 0/3182 moved to LZ Cacti (BT060473) and C/3/16(-) moved to LZ Baldy (BT 132 438) from LZ Baldy and LZ Ross, respectively 

on 1 Oct. 
~. Artillery organization for combat was as follows: 

3d Battalion, 82d Artillery (-Xl 051) - DS 196th Infantry Brigade 

3d Battalion, 16th Artillery (-){l551) - Reinforce 
3d Battalion, 18th Artillery (-)(8"/175G) - GS 

(e) Chu Lai TAOR 
1- Operations in the Chu Lai TAOR were conducted by the 19&th Infantry Brigade and by the 11th Infantry Brigade when they 

resumed responsibility for the southern portion. 
f. Division Artillery provided support as follows: 
!!- Direct support artillery moves frequently between several fire support bases in the T AOR in order to provide sufficient coverage 

and mutual support, and permit flexibility in offensive operations. On 8 Aug, Bl3/82 moved from LZ OConnor to LZ Chippewa 
(B84855967) and then returned to LZ Center on 3 Sep. 0/1/14, on 22 Aug, moved from Hau Due (BT048043) to Fat City (BT 439(75). 
Al6I11 moved from LZ Bowman to Hill 54 (BT396143) on 29 Aug and then to LZ Buff (BS539824) on 7 Sep. Bll/14 moved to Hill 54 
from Fat City on 28 Aug. On 2 Sep Allfl4 moved to LZ Chippewa from LZ BUff. On 16 Sep PIt C/11l4 moved to LZ Gator 
(BS571963) From LZ Jane (BS 6(0758). Bl6I11 moved to LZ Buff from FSB Cork (BS450612) on 23 Sep. 0/6111 also 
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moved from LZ Dottie from LZ Chevy (BS42871S). On 4 Oct AllI14 moved to LZ Chippewa from Tien Phuoc. On 9 Oct they moved 
to LZ Center. c/14 moved from LZ Bowman to Hill 54 on 13 Oct. 0/6111 moved back to LZ Dottie on 13 Oct from LZ Uptight 
(BS7268.51). On 23 Oct C/1I14 moved back to LZ Buff from LZ Sheryl (BTI02192). 

Q. 1182 Arty became operational in early August. Al1/82 at Hill 54 on.5 Aug.1ater sending a Plt to Fat City on 12 Aug, retwning to 
Hill 54 on 20 Sep. BlII82 moved into LZ Gator on 8 Aug. fully operational. Pit C/3/16 moved to Fat City on 6 Aug from Hill 54. 
0/1/82 became operational at LZ Dottie on 4 Aug. Plt C/3/18 (2-8") moved from Fat City on 7 Aug from LZ Dottie. 7 Sep, Plt A/3/18 
(2-1750) moved to Hill 54 from LZ Young. On 23 Sep, BlII82 retmned to LZ Gator from an operation in the 11 InfBde AO. On 13 
Oct, Ph BlII82 moved to LZ Dottie from LZ Gator to provide illumination. 

3. Artillery organization for combat was as follows; 
1st Battalion, 14th Artillery (+XI051) - OS 198th Infantry Brigade 
1st Battalion, 82d Artillery (-XI 55T/8"SP) - GSR 1114 Arty 
6th Battalion, 11th Artillery (-XlO51) - OS 11th Infantry Brigade 
3d Battalion, 18th Artillery (-X8"/175O) - GS 

(0 Logan Field 
1. Operation Logan Field was conducted from 7-12 Oct as the 1-20th Inf moved to the Batangan Peninsula. 
2. 0/6/11 moved to LZ uptight (BS726851) from LZ Dottie to provide direct support for the I-20th lnf 
(g) Champagne Grove 
1. From 3-24 Sep the 11th Inf Bde deployed its forces for operation Champaign Grove with three US Battalions and three AR VN 

battalions to take pressme off the Ha Thanh Special Forces Camp. 
f., C/6111 moved to Quang Ngai Air field (BS605719) on 4 Sep from LZ Center. On 11 Sep 811182 (-) moved to IZ Chevy BS 

428714) from LZ Gator. On 20 Sep, Bl6I11 moved to LZ Cork (BS 450612) from LZ Bronco (BS 450612) 
~. Artillery organization for combat was as follows: 

6th Battalion, 11th Artillery (-XlO51) - OS 11th Infantry Brigade OPCON 
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Battery B( -), 1 st Battalion, 82d Artillery (I551) 3d Battalion., 18th Artillery (-) 917G) - GS 
(h) Due Pho AO 
1. Operations in the Due Pho AO continued throughout the reporting period. 
~. Several moves were made in order to support several other smaBer scale operations. On 7 Aug, 0/6111 moved to Minh Lons 

Special Forces AO (BS458466) from Bato (BS555325). On 8 Aug, Cl1I82 became operational with four guns on LZ Liz (BS75432) 
and two guns on LZ ThlUlder (BS 869318). On 9 Aug Dl6I11 moved to LZ Dragon (BS730529) from Minh Long (BS 548466). 816111 
moved to Bato Special Forces Camp (BS 581326) on 14 Aug from LZ ThlUlder. Al6I11 moved to LZ Dragon on 30 Aug from Hill 54 
and 0/6111 moved to Ha Thanh (BS 428718) from LZ Dragon. CI6I11 moved to LZ Bronco on 10 Sep from Quang Ngai Airfield. 
CIl/14 moved down to LZ Jane (BS 66(758) on 13 Sep. On 16 Sep Al6I11 moved to LZ Dragon., Cl6I11 moved to LZ llnmder, and 
Bl6I11 moved to LZ Bronco from LZ Bu.tI: LZ Bronco and LZ ThlUlder, respectively. 

3. On 28 AUi. PIt CI3I1S (2·175G) moved to LZ Dottie from LZ Dragon. They moved back to LZ Draaon on 23 Sev. Plt CI3I18 
moved from Fat City to LZ Dragon to LZ Bronco with 2-8" guns. From 14-15 Oct C/I/82 (4-155) moved from LZ Liz to LZ Snoopy 
and back to LZ Liz. 

1. Artillery organization for combat was as fonows: 
6th Battalion, 11 th Artillery (. Xl 051) - OS 11 th Infantry Brigade 

OPCON 
BatteIy C, 1st Battalion., 82d Artillery (l55I) 
1st Battalion, 14th Artillery (-XlO5D· OS 11th Infantry Brigade. 
3d Battalion.. 18th Artillery (-XS"1l75G) . GS 

(i) Dale Common 
1. Operation Dale Common was a short operation form 18-19 Oct with 3-1st Infantry working in the Song Ve Valley (BS 6(50). 
1. Al6I11 moved to LZ Bulldog (BS 730528) from LZ Dragon on 18 Oct and returned on 19 Oct. 
(j) Vernon Lake I 
1. Vernon Lake I commenced on 25 Oct with 4·3d Infand 3-lst Infin the Song Ve Valley. On 2S Oct friendly Wlits moved north 

between Ha Thanh and Quang Ngai Airfield. 1st Cav moved to the AO. 
Page 6 

CONFIDENTIAL 



f. On 25 Oct D/6111 and 816111 moved to LZ Dancer (BS 682402) 
and LZ Bulldog (BS 637552) from LZ Dottie and LZ BufI: respectively. On 28 Oct, BllI82 (-), 4 guns, moved to Hill 10 (8 583722) 
from LZ Dottie and LZ Gator. On 29 Oct, 816111 moved to LZ Pepper (BS 496716) from LZ Bulldog. D/6/11 then moved to LZ 
pepper from LZ Dancer on 30 Oct. 

J. Artillery organization for combat was as follows: 
6th Battalion, 11th Artillery (-X lOSt) - DS 11th Infantry Brigade OPCON 
Battery B (-), 1 st Battalion, 82d Artillery (l55T) 

c. The 251st and 252d COWltermortar Radar Detaclunents are positioned on LZ East (BT 13102025) and Artillery Hill (BT51580399), 
respectively. The 251st's primary sector is south down the valley toward the Tien Phuoc Special Forces Camp. The 252d.'s primary 
sector is northwest into the Chu Lai rocket beh. 

d. The 1 st Battalion, 82d Artillery became operational on 8 August 1968. The battalion is employed along Hiahway# I in the Chu 
Lai area of Operations, except for Battety C which is OPCON to the 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery in the 11th Infantry Brigade AO. 

e. The 6th Battalion, 56th Artillery (Hawk) becmne operational in the Americal AO on 2 Oct 1968. The battalion (-) is employed to 
defend Chu Lsi Base. Battery C is located at Tan Son Nhut AFB, R Vn. The battalion is OPCON to the 7th Air Force. 

r. 1st Battalion, 82d Artillery: See Inclosure 1 
g. 6th Battalion, 56th Artillery: Secret, Forwarded Separately 
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2. SEmON 2, Lessons Learned Commanders Observations, Evahlations, and Recommendations. 
a. Personnel 
Shortage of Artillel)' Chiefs of Section and Gtmners 
(a) OBSER VA TION: Not enough qualified replacements for E5 Gunners and E6 Section Chlefs, MOS 13&40, w. f~ £ron> 

the replacement stream. 
(b) EVALUATION: The lack of qualified replacement personnel in the grade of E5 gunners and E6 Section Chiefs forces the 

Battei)' Commanders to assign personnel in the grade of Specialist Four E4, or lower, to these responstble positions without the depth 
of experience necessaI)' to fully accomplish the job. This lack of experience requires the Chief of Firing Battei)' and the Executive 
Officer to supervise firing battery operations more closely than normal.. This closer supervision detracts from the responsiveness of 
artillel)' fire support 

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS: That an adequate flow of qualified personnel in the grades ofE5 and E6 13840 be maintained. 
b. Operations 
(I) Development of an azlrnuth template containing indices at 0200 mil increments throughout 6400. 
(a) OBSER VA TION: Considerable time is consumed in constructing new- firing charts with a 6400 mil capability. This is especially 

true when a battery displaces and survey data is initially unavailable. 
(b) EVALUATION: Accuracy and time would be gained by utilizing a perrnanen~ transparen~ plastic, machined template which 

would contain accurate azlrnuth markers at 0200 mil increments around the battery center. Once data is received for a new battery 
position this template is placed under the current plastic grid shee~ and azlrnUth markers are traced on the grid sheet. The template is 
then removed and the grid sheet is ready for firing. One battery is currently utilizing a prefabricated template which has increased the 
accuracy and speed in constructing new firing charts. 

( c) RECOMMENDATION: A machined or prefabricated azlrnuth template be manufactured for issue to all units to insure accuracy 
and reduce time when preparing new- firing charts. 

(2) Additional aiming circles for split battery operation. 
(a) OBSERVATION: MfOE 6-4?? authorizes two aiming circles for each 8"/ 175rnm battei)'. A common practice in a 175nun18 inch 

composite battalion is to split batteries into two platoons for operations in to separate locations. 
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(b) EVALUATION: Two aiming circles are required in each firing location to insure accurate timely fire with a 6400 mil capability, 
(c) RECOMMENDATION: Two additional aiming circles to be authorized each 8"1175nun battalion. This unit is initiating MTOE 

action at this time. 
(3) 81MM mortars for self-illumination offire bases. 
(a) OBSERVATION: Heavy Artillery does not have the capability of se1fillumination in defense of the fire base. The 3d Battalion, 

18th Artillery received permission, wuter MTOE 6-447E to use 8lnun for selfilhnnination. Under new MTOE 6-4350, firing batteries 
are not authorized 81 nun mortars, 

(b) EVALUATION: 81mrn mortars are critically needed for self iDumination of fire bases since they provide immediate illwnination 
in the event of a grOWld attack. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Heavy battalions to authorized on 81 rnrn mortar for each firing battery. 
(4) Occupation of position during air-mobile operations. 
(a) OBSERVATION: When an artillery battery displaces to anew position by helicopter, the writ commander has little time in which 

to plan and prepare for the occupation of the position. In a recent operation, a battery began arriving at a landing zone within five 
minutes of a combat assault by the infantry. 

(b ) EVALUATION: During operations into remote areas, it is essential that a firing battery be prepared to fire in support of infantry 
units conducting combat assaults as soon as possible. To accomplish this a firing battery advance party can go in with the infantry 
combat assault. In this manner the advance party can quickly organize the position. The battery can begin occupying the new position 
within 10 minutes of the combat assault 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: The battery advance party should accompany the infantry during a combat assault to facilitate 
occupation of the position by the tiring battery, 

(5) Artillery Air Warning 
(a) OBSERVATION: Artillery maintains an air warning net to advise aircraft of artillery fires, Many times aircraft do not check for 

artillery Advisories. At other times aircraft entering the area will ask for a check fire of artillery so that the aircraft can proceed. 
(b) EV ALVA TION: Air advisory service is useful only if pilots are aware of it. Whenever an artillery unit enters a new area 0 

operations, it notifies the local aviation unit of the procedures used to obtain 
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artillery air advisories request for check fires by aircraft must be monitored carefully by the artillery battalion to prevent indiscriminate 
use. In most cases Aircraft can be rerouted, or only one mission need be check fired. There is no requirement to check fire Wlits which 
will not endanger the aircraft. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Artillery writs should maintain close liaison with aviation Wlits to explain the operation and use of 
artillery air warning advisories. 

(6) Clearing of Registration Grids. 
(a) OBSERVATION: When a firing unit first occupies a new position during air-mobile operations, difficulty is often encoWltered in 

clearing registration points. 
(b) EVALUATION: Artillery should register as soon as possible after occupying a new position. However, the fluid situation on 

encoWltered in air-mobile operations often makes it difficult to clear grids. Artillery writs have been successful in having its Liaison 
Officers clear tentative registration grids with the maneuver battalion prior to the conduct of an operation. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Registration grids should be cleared before an operation commences. 
(7) DispW::ement ofBaltalion Fire Direction Center (FDC). 
la) OBSERVATION: When an artillery battalion FDC is required to displace, it should be non-operational for the shortest possible 

time. Battery FDCs do not have sufficient personnel or equipment to operate as alternate Battalion FDC for any length of time. 
(b) EVALUATION: In order to minimize non-operation time "Jump" FDCs have been constructed from 2 CONEX containers. A 

side wall of each CONEX was removed and two CONEXs were welded together. Equipment and radios were pre-positioned in the 
.. Jump" FDC. As a result, the "Jump" FDC was ready to begin operation within minutes of anival at a landing zone. This system also 
precludes having to construct bunker frames as sandbags can be stacked about the CONeX 

(0) RECOMMENDATION: "Jump" FDCs should be constructed by each artillery battalion and battery for use in air-mobile 
operations. 

(8) Lack of Man Pack Radios in Artillery Firing Batteries. 
(a) OBSERVATION: Firing batteries are not authorized any portable FM radios for use within the battery. Only vehicle mounted 

FM radios are available. 
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(b) EVALUATION: When a battery moves by helicopter, it must be capable of commwticating with the helicopters by radio. To do 
so the advance party must have a portable radio available. At times it is possible to borrow a radio from infantry elements. However, 
this is not a dependable method ofinsuring commtmications. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Each firing battery should be authorized and issued an ANIPRC-25 radio for use in air-mobile 
operations. 

(9) F ADAC data for shell, ilhmrinating, M485. 
(a) OBSER VA TION: Sizeable differences exist in firing data for shell, llimninating M485, between F ADAC computed data and 

manual data using the FT I 55-Q-4. 
(b) EVALUATION: FADAC data produces consistently lower quadrant elevations. Experience shows that observers consistently 

call for up corrections to FADAC fired illuminating rounds. Examples are indicated below. Manual data conversely results in 
minimum corrections from observers. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That FADAC tapes be reviewed in order to reconcile them with manual data. 

ILLUMINATION DATA - MANUAL VS FADAC 
Manual FADAC 

Chg 6, Rg 8559m AZ 4898 Of 0902 0899 
Ti 26.2 27.7 
QE 485 462 

Chg 5, Rg 6562m AZ 4928 
Ti 21.7 
QE SOl 

Chg 4, Rg 557lm AZ 4951 
11 20.7 
QE 555 

Chg 3, Rg 3606m AZ 5035 
Ti 16.1 
QE 516 

Df 0872 
23.1 

467 

Of 0849 
34.4 

549 

Of 0773 
14.1 

565 

(l0) F ADAC data for Selected Ammunition, 

0869 

0854 

0765 

(a) OBSERVATION: Significant differences exist in firing data for Shells, Selected M449, 449EI, and 449E2 between FADAC 
computed data and manual data using the FT 155-ADD-A-l with Charges 2, 4, and 5 or FT 1 55-ADD-C-I (provisional), 

(b) EVALUATION: The examples show the differences in data for three different shell types, Data was developed using current 
OFT settings and met corrections. Past experience gathered during demonstration and combat firing shows that F ADAC data is the 
better of the two, producing fewer duds. 
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SELECTED MUNmONS - MANUAL VS F ADAC 

Battery A, Grid 300300, Alt 22, Rg 7630, Ch 5, 

Manual 
449 FADAC 

Df2255 
Ti 25.7 2259 
QE 473 26.0 

445 

Max Ord. 1050.32 

449 E-I 
Df2255 2259 
TI 25.7 2~P 

QE 475 440 

MaxOrd.I027.I3 

449 A-I 
Df2255 2259 
Ti 25.4 25.7 
QE 447 436 

Statistical data is being compiled on the )05mm and 8 inch Howitzer. None is available at this time. 
(c) RECOMMENDATION: That differences be reviewed in order to develop manual data producing desired results. In this regard it 

should be noted that manual data computed using Ff I 55-ADD-B-I , designed for the M109 self-propelled Howitzer, does check with 
F ADAC data for M 114 Howitzer. 

(11) Gunnery Safety SOP. 
(a) OBSERVATION: The many safety factors to be considered in firing artillery in Vietnam requires that all supervisory personnel 

be constantly aware of these considerations. 
(b) EVALUATION: In order for artillery supervisory personnel to have ready access to safety data, a pocket SOP, which is attached 

as inclosure 2, provides guidance to Commanders, Staff Officers, Fire Direction Officers, Liaison Officers, Forward Observers, and 
Section Chiefs. Areas covered include FDC checks, Firing Battery checks, and safety criteria to be followed by FOs and LnOs. 

(C) RECOMMENDATION: None 
c. Training: Omitted 
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d. Intelligence: Omitted. 
e. Logistics: 
(l) Repair parts for MIlO and M 1 07 artillery weapons. 
(a) OBSERVATION: The MIlO and M 107 are frequently inoperative as a result of an inadequate supply of a few critical repair parts. 

Examples of these parts are as fonows: 

Carrier, Traversing Mechanism 
Differential Assembly 

2520-733-8163 
2520-937-3133 

2520-736--0242 Valve, Solenoid 
Switch, Oil Pressure 
Valve, Safety Relief 
Tube, Assembly, Metal 
Hydraulic Elevating Motor 
Cylinder 
Cylinder Assembly 
Screw, Cap Hex Head 
Switch, Sensitive 
Purnp,Rotary 
Motor, DC 

2520-736-0233 
4820-719-6348 

2590-955-5498 
2520-733-8144 

2520-730-6645 
1025-863-7786 

5305-655-9279 
5930-699-9085 
4320-745-7865 

6105-513-9631 
Pwnp, Rotary, Power Driven 
Drive Assembly, Torque Lock 

2520-860"()557 
2520-909-2460 

(b) EV ALUA TION: A shortage of repair parts has resulted in several battalion weapons being inoperative for periods of 3 days to 3 
weeks. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That continuing emphasis be placed on bringing the repair part stock level at direct support and general 
support units up to the authorized level of stockage. 

(2) M-578 for each firing battery of heavy SP battalions. 
(a) OBSERVATION: A mobile heavy lifting capability combined with a recovery capability is vital to a heavy SP artillery battalion 

in combat. The lift capability is required to assist in the frequent tube changes of the 175nun Gun, for two vehicles with a lifting 
capability are required for each tube change. An M-578 is required to recover MIIOlMI07 vehicles which become disabled during 
road marches. At the present time the flank batteries in the battalion are separated by approximately 120 KM. This considerable 
separation distance, periodic adverse road conditions, and virtual isolation of those batteries has required an M-578 to be assigned to 
each battery. The remaining firing battery is located a short distance from battalion headquarters, and therefore, this unit is supported 
by service battery's M-578 or by the 588th DS Company. A recent change in the battalion's TOE (MTOE 6-4350, dtd 1 July 1968) 
authorizes only the M-578 in service battery. This one M-578 has proven to be inadequate to support the continuing requirements for 
175mrn Gun tube changes and the recovery of disabled guns. An MTOE is being prepared. 
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5th Bn, 46th Inf 
Trp H, 17th Cav 
57th Inf Plat (Scout Dog) 
87th Chern Det 

8. NON-DIVISIONAL UNITS 

6th CA Plat, 29th CA CO (OS of Div) 
Det 1 (OS of Ch.! Lai) 
Det 2 (OS of Due Pho) 

Det 3. 7th Psyop en (OS of Div) 

USASSG, ACSI, DA 

Inclosure 1 

71 


