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. Hoacquarters, 1st Battalinn, 4éth Infantry
' Arerical Divising
' : A0 San Franeises 9637%

AVIF~BCCC | 31 Desember 1569

SUBJFCT:"‘ Combat Operations After Action Repart,
Operation FR.DERICK HILL (%) A

Command:ng Officer -

156th Inf Bde, Americal Div,
ATTN: .53

AYC SF 96256

-

1. (C) Name and Type of Cperation: Cperation EAGIE STRIKE,
Battalion Recnmnalssance ~In-Farce,

2. (C) Dates of Operatinn: 30 November — 7 December 1569

3. (C) Location: HAU DUC District, QUaiG TIN (P), RVH (saps Viet Nam
1:50,000 Serics L7014 66391, 6635IV).

he (U) GControl Headquarters: 1st Battaliom, 46th Infantry, Americal Divisinn,

g. Bde LRRF Teams
1+ Arkansas
2. Alabama :
h. Task Force Blue Star:
1. Bn XC & HQ(-) 1-46INF
2, Recon Team B 1~46 INF
3. = Co 4.2inch lmrtars(~)
. Lo C/1-4,6 INF
5. D/A-31 IyF
6. B/1-14(105) A.TY(DS)
7. C Sqgd. 6imm ¥nrtars

5. (U) Reporting Officer: LIC Foss MAJ Monre
CPT Thetfard CPT Bradley
1LT Reed 2LT Taylar
- . HSG vAlliams
——— b, :
‘ (C) Task Organization Bn Contrnl
jé a. A/1~-46 INF , ‘a. Recon Platonn(~) 1-46 LiF
o : 1. 106th FF Plasoon b. 1/B/2-1 INF
o s “e B/1-46 INF , c. A4/3-82 (105mm) ARTY(LS)
= S e. D/1-46 INF _ d. B/3-16(155m) sRTY(RZL{F) ,
g, @ e. Seetion E Co L.Z2inchitrtarsi
= z f. Compnsite 8tmm Mortars(-)
uJ
o
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“SUBJ-LT: Combat Cperatinna: After: actdon Reporsyoapersveucse o

j- be Weather; The area nf e-neern. @uring drcration Zagle Strike ves.
under the influence f the nirthesst monsnon with perdinds of driszle and
rain. Hesvy cloudiness, shwers and tlunder showers were cnmn, nccuring
mnstly in the mountalnnus arcas with fag present in mintains and valleys
but wsually cdissipating by nnon o+ mic-af$ernn. - Temperaturcs averaged -
during the day light hours 70 £ 80 degress -and in the hours »f derkness
65 t~ 70 degrocs. Humddity everaged 85 t» 1008, ant visibility restricted
t7 2ne mile r less during mrning ks as clreadness and fag provailed.

(1) Effcets on inemy Coursc 2f Actinn: The weather is fawwable
far enumy farces to contimue nrmal lngistics activity in the area Af ooncurn.
Lrw tumperaturcs with ground f~g afforded the cnemy the ebility to mve not
making him vulnerable to sbscrvatinn fiom aerial reeonnaissence or ground

‘surveilance. Showers and thundurshowers aetivity did not hinder ar cffeot

nemy peratinns.

(2) Effect »an Friendly Coursc Af Actinn: The influence f the
nrtheast mnsnon with rain, drizzle, he-vy cloudiness with fog in valleys anc
muntains until noan, ar later, gonurally hampered all air aperatinns.
harial mecev:cfs, reconnaissance, rusuprly and tactical air were at times
near a critical stage., e R o :

“¢. Inay Situztion and Order f Battlo at Start ~f Acti~n:

(1) It is bolicved that all enumy units in thc area »f ¢onscrn had
crmpletsC. resuprly and rotraining cctivities: and were pr.pared far sustodined -
nffensive activitivs, Primary targets were population cunters such as Hau Duc,
Tien Phunc and Tam Ky which is the Province:Capitsl ~f Quang Tin (7). Enemy

‘farces nperating in Quang Tin Pravince haw. repeatedly uscd the area west, south

and cast »f Tien fhune and Hou Duc 28 a staging and storage erea and therc is
alsn a critical suprly infiltrutisn Paaté int~ the lewlands ~f Guang Tin
Province. Southeast »f Tien Fhunc is Base Area 117 at gric BT 2206.

: . (a) Enemy Units Operating in the Arca: 'There was a suspected NVA un®t
nperating in the vicinity ~f 01¢ Hau Duc w¥th the unit size unimown.

- (2) Operatin HAGL. STRIK. was initinly charscterised by light
cnany activity far the 1-46 Inf. “..3°A, B and’'[ cmpanies started their swocp
to the' southwest with ~ne company in the valley «long Highway # 531 ancd the
ather twy com;anivs t2 the high ground 5n cach side nf the valley. Once
fricndly fperations. beganiwoving south the enemy began tn harass friendly
trynr mwvement with sniper end smell squad size units. The enemy's abjective
in doing this was t» slow friendly trmp mvement. ané €dvert friencly tronps i:--
from his base camp anc pnssible caches.  On several nccasinns friendly tranrs
macte ¢ontact with enemy plato-n and larger size units near hill 288 and to
the South, Southeast, Southwest »f Hill 162. Despite artillery and zirstrikes
Cirscted agalnst him, the enemy continued t» defenc. The enemy engaged were
rrimarily NVA from the 3¢ Regiment (als~ kn~wn.as the 31st Regiment) ~f the
2ni NVA Divisinn, - This was confirmec by 2 large amunt ~f cacuments that
were certured ncur hill 28 in a wespons end equizment cache by D/1-46 Inf,
Near the Song Vang River the battalinn engaged reinforced NVi Companies »f the
3d Regt, a headquarters believed tn be z battalinn heccqurterg, and was attacked
by at lecast tws sapper plataons. ' :
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SUBGiLE: Combat After Actions Ropart, Cpwrstion Fredecislc Hill..

C1 1at Cn, 40th Bn, ‘tst KF Rgt, 2nd NVA Div
c2 ¢ Ch, M. W omem mom woowm
c3 - 3¢Ch, M w_‘mom w  ow ow n
C1h 14th Cn, 31st Regh, 2nd NVA Div

R 18th Sig Cn, 31st Reg,. 2nd NVA Div

331 ' 31st Regt, 2nd NVA Div =~ -

D7 7th Ca, 2nd Bn, 31st NVA Reght, 2nd NVa Div
D8 fth Chy, M tt‘f_. [ L " 1
DS : 9%hCh, * ¥ ' " » noonoon

‘ There were several more units listed in the dheuments which all belnanged

%7 the 28 ~r 21st Regiment Af the 2né NVA Div, . The encmy engagec apparently
wre atiemrting t~» fight delaying actinns in arcder that their HQ and kain Farece
Urits c~ld ewvccuste ta the west.  The encmy made meximum utilization ~f the
terrain ind vegetatinn in the area. The ‘enemy usually initiated ambushes ond
enrteet [oom well prepared positions. Friendly tronps were ~ften farced 1
attack fvtifled bunkers and positi~ns along a narr-w front. As frivncdly units
movec. int the arca the encmy withdrew tn the west. T

9.7 -(C) Essisn: The miasion Af the 1st Battalinn, 46th Infantry was to

_ secure 1Z rafessinnel, eantimie current speratisns in aur AO and conduct
Reconnaissmce~inmforce nperatinns vieinity 012 Hau Duc alnng Highway . 531
fram 30 Nov en 7 Dec 1567, o o
10. (8) OGomopt nf Cperation: The gencral esncert wes that the ist
Battalisn, 46%h Infentry(-) woulc conduct Reconnaissance-in—farce aperatinns
‘with three Rifle Compenies (4,B,D) and the Recan Flatmn(-) along 3 axis .

© parclleling Higaway # 531 beginning at landing mne vicinity BT 2701 and

terminating vicinity nf BT 02¢7. The purpase was tn cdevelnpe intelligence
abrut 2 suspucte? enemy build-up in the viednity af the 01¢ Hau Duc ( Ticn Tra)

- District west »f the 05 rerth-s~uth grid line, t~ include encmy lnectisns,

‘ ?trcngths o weaknesscs, dispnsitions and intontinns..

» 71_- | (C) Exccutin:

O_Nav: Operatdnn BAGLL STRIX. 1-46 Inf cramencec aperstinns by
disrlacing its farwere TOC, -1/B/2=1 and onc 6imm morter squad to the
New Hau Duc district headquarters grid BT 076058 at 0730 hmurs, At
sprraximately 9815 haurs, A/3-82(105mm) Artillery begen arriving «né becamg
speratisnal at 0515 hhurs. At 0500 hours the forward 1-46 Inf TOC tank
aperationel comral of 1-46 INF, B/3-16(155mm) Artillery began arriving at
New Hou Duc by Hercules Chinnnks ct 0830 hours 2fi¢ became speratinicl
et 1000 hrurs. A tun minute Prep »f the Battolinn LZ at gricd BT 071017
ended at 0S40 hhars after B/ 1-12:(10551:1, IZ Prof) artillery had expenseé $9
rauncs; B/3-16(155ma, Ticn i'hune) expended 80 rmuncs; A/3-18(175mm, Tra Bong)
artillury expuncud 10 rounds and B/3-18(8inch, Tiun Phunc) expencoC 20 rrunds.
A five mimite erntinuatinn of the [rep w.s provided by the Fire Bird gunships
ant likewisc eovered the insertinn ~f a/1-46 which bugen at 0546 hours.
A/1-46 sceurcc she 12 while D/1-46 was inserted at 1025 hours. B/1-46 having
b.¢n helelifted t» Tiwn Fhune airstrip cerly that mrrning fram the Stanc-dawn
area at Chu Lai was th:n airliftod int~ she LZ at 1140 hours. With the
cmbat asszult eompleted at 115 hwrs.  A/1-46 beged AIF along axis red,
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B/1~h6 begen RIF al-ng axis Bluu, ond D/#~46 begen RIF alnng axis whitc.

(At 1700 hours, B/1-b6 reported finding a.well used trail ab grid BT 067013
‘which hac boen wicened aprrox 2 £t on wreh. sfdc ond alsh reported finding -
#ubbar tire tracks sprrax 3 inch wids.  Théy frllawed the trail for sprrax
400 nuters with nogetiv. sightings. a/1-46 ané D/1-4b reprrted no significrnt
sightings ~n the first day, 4, zpmraa 1500 hours iRAP teen Arkansas cnd
Alabama were insertud int- enld LZ's at grid BS 040966 and BS 010987 raspoows
tively, at 1630 hhurs IRRP tcam Arkonsas macdo chntact with an estimstod
rnlatsmm sige cpemy forcu, They wore xtreet.d at 1740 haurs with ncgotive
casuzltics. Bluc Ghnst 24 which was covering the uxtraction engegud 50 VC/NVa
ot gri¢ BT 043965 in 2 ricc ratty and reparted 12 VC KIA. Recdin enntoet wes
lnst with IRRD Alszbem: ot 1815 hrurs and was not regained, altough all 1-46
units tricc, until Rattler 4 was roquusted t~ fly aver thedr last kn-wn lncabinn.
Rattlur L was successful in regiining contact at 0015 hrurs 1 Deco :

1Dee: 1/B/2~1 continmcd tn sceurc artillery at Hauw Duc. IRR? alobam
derartod night lecg.r at 0800 h~urs tn s~uthwest and at 1015 hrurs vicinity
BS 020584 spntted &xVO/IVA and ano caucasi~m, 672" ta 6147, wlil bland hair
carring a weapon ond pock, wearing groca shirt and sharts. Thoy wore moving
cast. A Bluc Ghnst Bluc Team was ruquostad t~ madi a snatch, but had negative
results howev.r Bluc Ghnst reportod 2bsarwing sovurzl encmy sholtars with -
greon maifarms drying ond a bunker ant troheh line alnng the river bank
vieinity BT 022984. At 1120 h~urs IRRP tuam arktnsas attompted cn inswrtion
in grid bax U BT 02%7, IR BT 0555 but woere unablc t~ find a suitable LZ.
At 1315 h~urs IRRF tean irkansas wes insurtod at BS 039582 but ot 1545 hours
thoy mrde onntoet and requestod axtroetion. At 1655 hours cxtrzction was
cmploted with negative casucltics. D/+=46 frund an ~1d fronch mine £icle
sntrining huncing betty mincs at grid BT 057012, -

2 Duc: Axig msdiwae eancelled.eaxd/f+AS deommec print responsibility »n
axis white with D/1-46 fllrwing in reserve ~n the same axis. B/1-46
continued th f2ll-w axis blue., This chenge in the ~riginzl plan was ma’e .
because ~f the slw progeess thrugh the heavily vegetated ricdgeline »f
axis red, At 1000 h~urs B/1-46 engaged 5xVC/NVA at gric BT 058990 at a-
praximity ~f 200 meters, but hed negative reamlts., The enemy evaeded tn
the east, Insearching the area they frund nne structure.and a large awrunt
»f military equirment an?! clathing. At 1055 h-urs IRRP Alabama rep-rted . -
rpobddng - Gx¥0/NVA -with packs and weaprns mving east to west an a trail
at grid BS 014969. Negative actinn was taken. at 1205 hours IRRP Alabama
reprrted recelving sniper firo, proximity Af 300 msters east »f their lacatinn.
They requested extractisn which was completed at 1300 h-urs. At 1430 hours
A/1-46 at gri¢ BT 030587 while reconning by fire prematurely sprang an cnemy
L shaped ambush. Apmm x 7xXVC/NVA evaded tn the west. A/1-46 swert the area
with negative findings. D/1-46 had negetivc contact nr sightings, Recon(-)
was insurted ints B/+46, at grid BT 049001 at 1505 hours, with the missinn
tn screen tn the front ~f B/1~46,

Dec: 4/1-46 znd D/1-46 continue’ tn drive smuthwost zlong axia white
while B/1-46 continued slong axis blue with Recon(~) screening ¢t thair fr-nt.
1-46 hac neg.tive contact this day. B .

4t 1510 hrurs B/1-46 faund tw» enemy sholters at gric BT 029585 (apyrx
size 5x6ft anc 15x30ft). Thoy ulsn diseavare: twn personncl, nnc mele and
~nc femalc bath aprrax 60 years »1¢, They stated that the tall bland heired
xaucasinn whn hoe been in the area was czlled "Bab® by the VC. at 1530 hou rs
A/1-6 clnscc GBS FOXTROT (hill #162) and at 1655 hrurs the 106 FP Flatn
fran New Hau Duc was insertec an hill #162 to nperate with 4/t%~46. The sniffer
an’ Blu. Chnst VR missions that were schedulcd tn be run this day were cancelled
duc tn pror weather enncitinns, = & g
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SUBJALT: C-mbat Operati-ms After aetinm Report,. Operatﬁ.cn Frederick HIIZ,

' L Dee: 1-46 Infantry concueted saturati-n patr-lling in the 0l¢ Hau Duc
arca with hcavy contact. &t 0700 hurs a 4.2 mortar sectisn and 2 81mm mrteors
squrds were helilifted inmtn A/1~-46 lacatdom atap hiil /162, tn provice

clrse suprot as well as defensive firus, At approximatcly the same time

st plt A/1-46 recedved 15 th 20 rounds of ‘small arme fir. from grid BT 026975
at a praxiuity »f 200 mcters to their northwest, They retwrned firc with
ncgetive results. &t 1000 hrurs Rattlar 2% received an unknwn number »f rounds
af srell arms fire fram grid BT (196 while resup;ling 4/1-46 -n hill #162.

He tank negative hits, 1/a/1-46 again mde coantact with unimown numbur of
cneny ot & procimity ~f 150 meters, at grid BT Q23976. Results werc 1xNVa Kia,
1 capturce K47 with 2 full rmgazines. Thue KIi wes wearing grecn NVa fatigucs
and was 25-30 years ~l¢, He hac a NVa ID card identifying him as a wember »f
the 31st NV.. Regiment. ht 1430 hmurs A/1-46 reccived 21 refugess with whitc
flags int~ their laager locstion, During questinning th.y stat.d that »n

3 Dee apprax 20 NVA had instructcd tho civiliuns »f Qld Hau Due tn go imto

the muntcins tn the west and t» awmid the dmcriczns. The refugees stated
that thc NVA had been in the area far 5 a6 deys and that thoy werar part

nf the 31 st Regt. On the mwning Af 4 Dec the 20 NVa lcft the arce in an
East.rly dircetion. They alse stated that they kmew »~f a mele cauczsimn
wirking in the erca. At 1515 hours D/1-46 while patrnlling vicinity »f grid
BT 014586 captured a large cache in a smcll village. The cache containec anc
12,772 MG with 150 rounds, 1 RPG launcher, 5 AKA7's, 1 chi com grenade,

5 NVi ruckszcks, assArted dncunents oned mecical suprlics. D/1-46 Kllcd

n: VC age 20-25 whn was guarding the cache when he triud tn evade and
carturce anc SKB rifle cnd £ound 14 rofugees. st 1715 hours 1/8/1-46 ~n

a water resurply retrol 75 metars secthwost ~f hill #162 recclved aprrox 10
rour's of smll arms fire et a proocimity of 200 metars. They returncc firc
with srll arms ond swert the arca with negetive results. Recon(-)/1-46

clved A/1-46 lncotim -n hill #162 and ossisted sccuring the hill. -B/1-46

had negative eontact s}ghtings during tho day.

5 Dea:  A/1-46 continued to sccure hiil #162 cnd the 4.2 inch on? 81 mm
mrtars., Reoon(~), the 106th PF plat-nn and 4/1-k6 continu.d saturctinn .
patralling »f the area arounc hill # 162. B/1-46 continucd its edvance dnwn
oxis Blue. D/1-46 cantinued to sccurc the cuche. a/1-46!s!dirty dazen' patral
and 3/A/1-45 at 0915 hours while »n patrnl srrang & hzsty ambush ~n 15-20
NV. at gricd BT 019975. They abserved 7 anumy f2l1l but the NVa returned fire il
with spall arws, M79 ondd 60mm mortars. There were 2 US WIA win were treatuc in
tho ficld and recleased, Blue Ghnst Gunships were scramblec bub were unable
ZE1 t7 reach the sbjoctive cuc tn heavy grwnd fog. In a attempt tn roach n/1-46
2 the Bluc Ghest Ships revccived heavy .51 cal M3 firc 2long the Song Tranh
River at grid BS 978975, The '¢irty dngen! anc 3/a/+46 = justed artillery
and mrtar fircs intn the enugy lncating ond moved to the cast tawarce hill #162
to link up with 2/A/1-46, Moamwhile blacking fires were shot intn likely
avenues »f escape by B/3-16(155mm) srtillery units at New Hou Due ané Tien Fhune.
It wes dotermined ot this time that the soeoy farce wos ~f crmpany size.

After apprax 2 hars »f artillory firc the 2 & 3/A/1-46 swert the arec and
destrayud stocl reinfwocd bunkars, but the vnemy hed suceessfully cveded ta
the shuthwest., At grid BS 015088, at 1030 hours D/1-46 p~int cloment mare
cmboct with 2 t1 3 cneny 2t 2 praxindty ~f 10-15 meturs while mving twerd
cn LZ far the wuxtractisn of the eache.. Thare were throeo fricndly WIA's whn
were succcssfully cvacurtud by use Af 2 Junglo-penctratar. Thoy wagaged the
cncmy with small oros but hod unknewn results. At 1300 h~urs D/1-46 succ.ss—
tully e mploted the 2ction ~f thedt cache. a» FSYCFS loucspecker team
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was necricd, Ambn A/1-b6 Ircatisn ~n hELL #1625 “at 1600 h-wrs et grid

BT 035343 B/4--4% fwnd whet appoared to be:an enemy rest area nr hnapital
inelnde? 7 sac’iucs, & bunkers. 30Iba peamuts, 1251bs: corn, 1301bs rice,

8 -iickezs. The f-1lwwing R ujuipment was alss fhunc 1 helmot, 7 balt,

4 unifaris (blandstained), 1 vack, vorinus tubes, fishiny gear, one muc'icel
supplics. after destraying the shoitors, bunkers, ond £-od stuffs B/1-46
mover, inin a blacking prsitinn at B3 CLOST3 end BS 03294 snon oftr sprttud
8xVC/NVA travling northeast. They engaged with sinll xrms bubt the encny ith
succussful Iy v Gt ta the snuth, Artillery was procsssal into the ares
unlmewr, ~:zalts. 2/k/1-46 in scarch vicinity AS 9¢8ST: camn acrnss a sholtar
from whish | hreo indivicuals weering black Fdts cveded, Sem’ts were one Ko
anc A cotainee age 40-45. They alsn faund bland trail ecdliog t0 the morth
but wer.- uncble o £a1lw it. Reeon(-) and 1/a/1-46 acoursc the 4.2 dnch anc

81:m mrtars thr~ugh~ut the day.

6 Dic: A/+46, Rucon(~) and 106th PF Plat~n contirmc: to ovow'e hill
#162 a2 the 4e2 inch and 81mn mortars whil. B/1-46 and D/1-46 begin to clasc
this 1 atirn. B/1-46 clascc nill #162 ot 0810 hours <n” pregpared tn be
catronsed tn IZ Professicnal. it 0515 brurs 2/D/1-46 at grid BS O: 9979 wngaged
2XWVAVC at a proxi ity ~f 20 retors resulting in 1 cnemy KIA, oge 2O ypoors. -~
In swooping the aren they found 2 aKA7 mogezines with 60 runcs, 2 GI entruaching
tmls, assariment of clothing °nd dacummts. at 0530 hours 3/D,1-46 wngage
3xVE/NVi w0 werc wearing groen fatigucs witheut pocks wr wevap-ns ot a proxdmity
af 150 meters. The cnumy successfully cvaded to the west. st 1620 hours
D/1-46 was cngoged with M7 and small erms fir. by cn wnemy utpoash of 5 or 6
VC/iV. at gric BT 015985 which resulted in 3xUS WLi. an urgent ‘cut tHff was
enrlld at 1035 haurs and was eampletes at 1120 haurs (It was latoer learned thet
anz ~f the US WIa's was DOa at $1st Zvze in Chu Lai). D/1-46 braks sontact
under the enver of Blue Ghist gunships and moved an towards M411 # (62, at
1250 hrurs D/1-46 was agnin engaged but this tim. by an cstimeted squac »f
VC/NVi with 1 M ant 4 =, 5 AX47's at & procmity »f 50 meturs. D/1-46
supprosset the cnemy fire but was uncble to confirm cny kills. Again at
1335 hours D/1-46 madc s-ntcct with an unkn~wn siz. onemy clemint in bunkers
'n’. spider hnles ot gric BS 016579. Rusults werce 1 friwndly KIa and 2 WIA.
nlthaugh Bluc Ghnst gunships were in the air their fire cmuld oot be offcetive
¢us tn rrednity of contact (75m.trs). D/1-46 was eble to suppress the fire
end mve an and link up with 4/+45 an hill ¥ 162 at 1415 hours. At 1300 hours
a/+=L46 ruccived 20 tn 30 rrunds ~f autootic weapons firc froa the basc ~f
hill i 162, The ares was sweft by 81rm mrtrr fire with negetive results.
af1-46 hae nogetive cesunltics., bt 1405 B/1-46 was uxtract.¢ from hill #162
without dncident. Thoy te~k up sccurity ot LZ Professinncl.

«!l 1150 hrurs Opuwratinnsl Control ~f 1-46 Inf was tcken nvar again by
TCC at LZ Profussionel. a/1-46, D/1-46, Rueon(~), 0 6th PF Flotoon, and
l;.g iméh and 81mm mrtors remadnued an hill # 162 'l ore to be extrreted on

e 6. : ’

ZDcc: All raxcining units were oxtroetod from hiil # 162 this cay,
The arcer being D/1-46; Ruc~n(=~) and 4.2 mirtars; 10éth PF Flatson and 8hm
rortars; A/1-46. At 0100 hours of1~46 was hit by 2 ar 3 BLO rackets in the
smthwostern partisn of the NDP, at the samc time tke northuast sice ~f the
purinctur was hit by inesmudng honé geensdes. In both cases af1-46 returnce
fir. with sm2ll arms, hind gr.ncdes, claymore mincs ond 81mm mortars.
Tha anurgy was estirptud 9 be two sapper platnons and hod been diseavered
by the usc of th. starlight scrpe. Illuminoti-n was provided by 4.2 inch ' .tuos
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SUBLLT: Combat Operationg aftor sction Report, - Operction Fredarick Hill,

frrters at thet Inccti~n. Dwe t+ heavy. fogdust~£f wae wncbls to get iotn
A/1=46 Incction tn extroct the 2 US WEL witdd 0705 hours. Under the cowver
af Artillery being fircd int» thu ¢ -high grund ond guoships
am stoti-n D/1-46 waa extracted with-ut indident at 1003 hours. Likuwiss
Reenn(~), 4.2 inch and 81mm rortars ~nd 106th PP Plota~n were axtracted at
1034 hours. 411 but the 106th FF Plat+sn roturnced tn LZ Frafussinnal;
they were roturned tn Now Hauw Due. Blue Ghnst 24 whilc »n & VR in the nlé
Hou Ducsgor: spotted throc frosh graves et AT 984975 and  dostrnayed throo
cormuflaged siclters in the sac arca. at grid BT 013675 he wpntted extonsive
trench notw~rk with frosn fa-trrints lending to the northwest. At gric
BT M:367% hy ungage” e wale age 20 1 25 yeors in green unif-rm which
reseiLet L - Yo, Aasn et 4S8 $82682 Bluc CGhnst recelwvsdgmil orms firs .nd
a4 seninsing wencnee but with negetive swveillsnec. at 1125 hars
;ﬁmhé wns helilifoud Aff hill # 162 onfd roturncd to LZ Profussional. ./1-46 & -
was the inst geound unit to be extrocted and with its extractisn all 1-46 Inf
grund ~poratisns Af Oparation Zagle Strikc cccswd. Bucruse of the unavail-
nbility ~7 aireraft ond pror weather conditinns the extraction ~f 1/8/2-1,
B/3-160 {5im; srtillry ond 4/3-82(105mm) artillory from the District Head-
qartors at New Houw Duc wes dilayod until 8 Dic., Throughout the sxtractisn
Af 5/1-45 ond D/1-46, the artillery providued surpressive fires. » smke
shiy was nusel tn sercen the cxtrectinn fron view by the wnagy. '

12. (C) Rgsnlhs:

- ———

os  Oporatinn Engiec Strike was successful in develnping intoelligence
af ~n vnomy bulsup in bhe 01d Hou Due arce with cortain Indicztisns »f
eluaunts ~f tin 31st N4 rogiixkni moving int~ the nrez ond prssibly
crllcating wiih s of the i jor cdimindistrotive ond loglsticnl Jlements
~f the 20 NVa Division., Opcration Lagle Strike cls» confirmed the foct
that highway 531 firi. eonrdinates BT 0297 t~ BT 0501 end thon the trail
eontimiing eost thru thg Dregon Velley eree is a mejw cnugy line »f
errmnication,

i
NARA Daie H*!(., i

-

b. Enoy l-ossuse

213 18 NVa KIA

2) 28 "NvA KL\ (Passible)
(3) 25 Strusturcs destraycd
(43 14 Bunlers destraycd

(5 Weapons Ceptured:

(2) 1x12,7m= Hecvy ML
(b) 6xaXA7 Riflus

éc 1xSKS Riflu

¢) 1xAPG launch.r
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c. Friendly lnsscs:

£1g 2 KIi
2) 11 YWIA
¢. iidsculiancnous:
v ) 4 Detainccs
(z) 28 Rufugccs
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e. Bndy to weapons ratin: 46:: B
f. Enemy tn friendly iilled ratiny. L6:2

13, (U) Special Equipment and Tecgwsg None
th. (C) Commander's Anelysis: .

a, Lessnna Learned:

(1) Rifle companies haditually underestimate the size nf the enemy
element, The cnmrany reports Anly the enemy actually observed. During cnntact
nn 5-6 Dec 65, it was cdetermined that D Co was in contact with an NVa
Company, yet the larrest force ever repnortid by th. unit was on¢ squad.

(2) Starlight scnpes and anti-intrusion devices werce successful in
twarting an attompted NVA sapper attack. Riflo companics shnuld alwsys carry
this cquipment.

(3) Rifl. compan:cs must b tnrccd tn usc artillery fire in larre
volumcs and ad justed tn within 100 meters »f thceir lacation, The bunker and
trinch systums through which D Co was moving »n 5-6 Dec were nustralized by
155m Artillcry fir., but tne battalinn TCC hac tn "farce foud! the unit
this m\-a

(4) Tke movement of an 81mm nfmtar scctinn and a 4,2 inch anrtar

scehbinn ints hill 162 provided the eomp nius imucciatce illuminatinn and closc
in dufensive fircs, liartar fir.s werc instrumental in lrezldne up the wnmy

sapper 2ttack during the last naght of the apuratinn.

(5) artillery firc should nat be cut—nff during centact, when gunships

arc used. It should bu shiftc? tn blacking fires and to nuctraliz. any cncmy

suyparding positinons. G@unship cruws must lcarn to {1y uncer the artillery
fir.. Smoke ships wars instrumental in screening the extraction of th.
betsalinn fi-m Cld Hau Duc,

: (6) Commmications wers prnr throughout the time cuc .n the serrain
tnd distonce Af the farward TOC frem th. farward clements. The GE0 frequently
hac £n assist in relaying reparts from the unit. The FRC-77 was leas rulishle
than the TRC-25. If the hattalinn hacd stayed in the arcva, & farward TCC would
have displaced again to 0ld Hau Duc,

(7) A enmpany succ.ssfully sprang scvaral ambushes through alert
roint men and the liberal use of fire an probeble ambush lacatinnas, Hepnn—~
naissancc by firc with artillory and M79's should by standard practic. for
units in a rocamaissance-in-farce mssinn.

b. Cnmmanderts notes: Nane

15. (U) Rcenmmundatinns: None

PET:R J. FOSS
‘ ITC, INF~NTRY
Tuslusurcs Commanding
1 - Gperatlons Overlay
~ Aftr hedlon Sketch
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