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SUBJECT: Senior Officer Debriefing Report - MG A. E. Milloy 

Aui1tant Chief of Staff for Force Development 
Department o! The Army 
Waahington, D. C. 20310 

l. Incloa <!d are three copies o! the Senior Of!ic er Debrit-!ing Report 
prepared by MG A. E. M illoy. The rt-po rt covers the period March 
through November 1970 during which time MG M illoy s e rved as 
Commanding General, 23rd Infantry Divis ion. 

2 , MG Milloy is r ecommended as a gut-at speaKer at appropriate 
1ervice s c hooh and joint college•. 
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C0NFIDENTIA1. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

HtAOQUMT'ERS. XXIY COll,S 
APO SM FRANCISCO NS.I 

15 Decellber 1970 

SUBJICT1 Senior Officer• Debriefing Report 

Ccalnd1nc Geni1rel 
HNdquarwn, l)dted St.at.al A.nilly, Viet.nu 
A'ffll a AVDO-DO 
APO ( II caJlffll:f ) 96)75 

1. •fer-.nc••• 

•• Ltr, HNdq11&rtera, Unit.ed St.at.ea Ant:/, Viet.nu, AVHAO-PO, 
nbJect u abon 1 dtd 2) A\lg\&9t 1969. 

b. Ltr, H~n, Unit.ed St.tee A.nilly, Viet.Ma, AVHJG-fO, 
e\lbject. •• abaft, dtd lS lonaber 1970. 

2. In accordance with parqraph 2, AR 1-26 an:S paragraph S&, USAl'f 
•plation 1-), the eenior otticera debriefing NpOrt cOTering ~ 
teman H Coaand1ng General, 23d Want.17 Dhieion (22 March 1970 
tbroQ&tl 23 lo,eabe.- 1970) 1a hereb)' 1\lbait.t.ed. 

1 Incl 

•• 

l"CL 

A. I. MIU.Of 
Major General, USA 
Deput7 Coi.and1ng General 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

COWlt.l')'t Republic et South Viet.Nm 

Debrief Report S,: Major General Albert E. Milloy 

Dut1 Ass1gsnent.r CCll!IMMin& General, 2Jd In!antry Division (Aaer1cal) 

Incl~ive Datesr 22 Ha.rch 1970 t.o 23 November 1970 

Date ot RA1port1 15 December 1970 

1. ( C) Operational Envirornent: •• The 23d In!ant17 Division' 11 tectical 
an,a ot interest enc0111p4sses Quang Tin and ~ Ngai Prorlncts. Terrain 
tn the area ranees tron the multi-canopied, dense undergrowth -,untaina in 

the west, to the piedmont and c04stal lowlands in the east. The ujorit7 

of the area 1s 1110untainous Jungle present.in& signi.ticant obstacles to em­

plO)'lllent. of milit.&17 forces while at. the same time provi.t11n& sanctuaries 

tor thee~. Comau.t.aient or su!tici~nt. military forces t.o totall,7 eli­
minate enem;y presence in the area, ass~ he has a desire to reaain, 
would be impractical. Therefore, the terrain 1n the two prorlnces p~ 
Tides a tactical advantage to enelllf force s. A terrain anaqsis is at ln­
clo~ 1. 

b. Population, Ninety-t~ve percent o! the one million Viet.nuiese 1n 
Quans Ngai and Quang Tin Province:, reside 1n the coast.al lovlan:Ss which 

comprise only 15 - 2o;( o! t.he total land maaa. As support o! the people 
1s the critical !actor for &:r'fif insurgent force, the concentration o! the 

population 1n the lovla."lds pro·ndes a tactical adva.nt.ege to 11Uad forces. 
Securit7 problems ere lea:, dit!icult and t.he goal o! developing R1/PF 

forces for population security, while allied forces engage ennr, Min force 

units to the vest, can be more easlly attained. 

c. Forcesa :::n addition to the 23d In!antry Division, the~ ARVR 

Dirtsion, Provincial Forces (RF/PP) and six Border Defense Ranger Batt.al-
ions operate in Quang Ngai and Quang Tin Prorlncea. Provincial forces ex­
panded to 83 Regional Force companies and 498 Popular Force platoon, bf 

aid-Ronllber 1970, 99,( of thei.r authorized goal. A.RVll rePJ119nts were 
coloca~ with 2Jd Intant.r, Division brigades and were aaai~ to or,erate 
in the same areas or tactical nusponslbllit7. G~4 

Dow\gndad at ) re-r 
inteffal.a, declualti ed 
atter 12 7ean 

FOR OT UT 
7180 15 
Inc l osure CONHDENTIAL 
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2. (C) f.ne!Y Porcesa •• Organir.ation, C<aMnd .l Control, All or the 

•JIIMV forces in U'8 23d Infantry Division TAOI ,;oae under the conaand and 

control ot VC MiUtar., Region S (KR-S), the .Uitary and politicu hud­
qua.rter1 ot the North Vietnamese C<nmunist Party in Ule coastal provinces 

between DaMang and Cam Ranh Bay. HR-S answen to Hanoi t or military orders 
and to COSVH for political. direction. This corps-level headquarters con­

trols tour forces "1.thin the 2Jd Wantry Division TAOI. The largest of 

theN 1a the 2d IVA Division, "1th its three aubordinate regi.lDents, the 1st 

MP, 21st IVA, and Jd HVA, operating in both Q\lan& Tin am Quang N~ai Provin­

ces. 'n,e division also supports activitie~ of t he VC pro\"incial troops 1n 

the area. Each of the tw VC provinces ta.lees direction from MR-5 and con­
trols • n\ll!ber ot battalion uld company-sized unitb which operate in AO' s 
"1th1n the VC established provincial bOWldaries which do not coincide "1th 
GVN boundaries. Districts rlthin a province operate under provincial con­

trol and uintair. seYeral ccmpan, c.nd platoon-sized units inside their 

boundaries. Those echelons below distr ict level caintain guerrilla units. 
(1) The tow-th organization ot note i s the Chu Lai front. This ·Jnit , 

composed ot the 78 KF Rocket Bn, the t.02 MF Sapper Bn, and three LF ccn­
penles, b specifically targeted again:st t~e Chu Lai area and th~ combat 

base itself. Like the provinces and t he 2d ?-'VA Division, Chu Lai front is 

aubordinate to Military Region 5. 
(2) The regionals~ has a number of separate battalions which operate 

in the 23d Intantry Division TAOI. '!'hese battalions, special purpose units 
1uch as sapper, reconnaissance , or r uvy weapons units, are nomally 

p~aced under the operational control or major subordinate organizations. 
()) ReWorceaent.s tor eneiny ~ts opposin& the 2Jd Infantry DiTision 

could come from I.JV ot three areas: The Jd NVA DiTision, also subordinate 
to MR-S, moTed south into Binh :>inh Province in rebruary - March 1970, 

and could relocate to. the north. front 4, another major MR- 5 ele111ent, has 

a nmiber or regiJllents and separate battalions subord\nate t o it and oper--

atea north or the 2Jd Want ry Division AO in Quan« Nam Province. Ad:ii­
ticn&l.l.T, units staged in Laos could be used to reWorce the 2d HVA DiTision. 

('ICL 2 
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b. Anument1 Anas and equipment used by the enelll)' forces ii largely 

depet¥1er.t upon the type wut. North Vietnamese Regular Arm:, W'lita are 

armed IINCh u ari:, ott-.ar regular amy unit , 1<11.h suJ.l arm, , autcaatic, 

and anti-tank weapons. Mortars and rockets cocr;pri se the indirect fire 

capability o! these W'lits, a.-n heavy cachi.ne guns provide an anti-aircraft 

capability. There have been some indications of 85m artillel')' pieces in 

one 2d NVA Division Support 9attalion , and anti- aircraft weapons alone 

the IAotian borier. 

( 1) Main Force and Local Force battalions are equipped With the aane 

t)-:,es or weapons nonaally found in an t.'VA l.lni t o! equivalent sile, al thol.l&h 

thare are usually fever cre-sel"Ved veapon.s. Heavy weapons battalions 

empl~y L'\Or:.ars and rockets for indirect fire. 

(2) Local Force companies Inc! platoons , on the other h&nd, are 11aited 

in cre-sel"Ved ~~•pons. An entire district W'lit of several cOIIJ)lnies and 

platoons may rely on one mortar and 81.0 rockets for indirec-t fire support. 

Small local wut:i are, however, rl!l&tively well equipped "1th Al-47s or 

carbines. 

c. Logistics and Transportation: Ene::i:, wuts opvc,sin« the 23d WantJ7 

DiTision receive supplies ove1· 3 coc::plex network o! trails and waterw17s from 

!forth Vietnam into the northern o.nd western borders o! Quang ll&a1 and Quang 

Tin Prorlncea. Capillary tra-11, bran..:h tran the primaJ7 art.erin into tht 

coastal lovlands. These feeder trails are used to supply e~ units with 

tood trom the coastal lowland,, and "1th anu and equipwnt !roe the wut. 

Two transportation regiMnts, the 230th and ZJ.Oth, are responsible tor_,..._ 

in& supplies throuc}i the AO, altho\lgh irviiTidual unit aupply ii accca;,Ushed 

by transportation sections Grganic to tactical unit.a. Mon•nt o! supplies 

1s b7 ae~s or unpack or bicycle, s:.q,plemented by 1.1aa ors~ when the 

naTigable waterways are aTailable. Althouch some IIOtoriaed traffic ha• been 

r.oted in the past near the IAot.lan border, there hu been no tTidtnct of 

s\och act.h'"ity recently. Resupply is rapidly becomin& a aeriowa p1"0ble■ !or 

the ~nem,. Ar11s and equipment ccai.n& from NVN through IA~• are wlntnblt 

Aid &N su!ferlne trcn allied interdict.ion. Food suppl~•, on the other 

hand, IIUSt come primarily from the local area , or be Hlt--produced. Tactical 

resourc~ deniAl operat.101\$ , pacification prop-us, and h~rbicide crop destrJc­

tion has forced the ene1117 units t o operate farther and farther !r011 tM local -

J 
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population, thus uk1nc it increasin&].y difficult to obtain food fros local 
source,. Realiain& that it cannot f eed its suoordinate units froa its o-.m 
resources, MB--5 has requ.ired each subordinate element to become alalost 
wholly self-sufficient. This !'equirement has forced the al ready undel"­

strength ene~ units to divert a substant ial portion o! their efforts to 

food production. From all indications, even this ertreae aeasure has not 
aolYed the food shortage problem. 

d. Coanunications: Ene1111 cocmwucations wuts rel7 heavU, o~ runners, 
aince radios and telephone, are scarce , especially in local 'Wlita. The 2)0th 

and 240th Transportation Regillents have several battalions whose pri.'!1111")' 
!unction h to guide replacement, into the area and to prOYide communications 

and post.al service. 

•• St.rat.ea and Tactics: Fro~ March t o Stpt.ember 1970 the enemy's 
pri.Jnary st.rat.egv appared t.~ be to disrupt the CiVN pacification program, u:iin& 

Viet Con& Local Forces as the basic tool, ?.'VA and MF unit.a, While hlv1Ji« 

the same adssion, engage<.l US and ARr.: forces 1n an at.te111pt. to preclude sup­
port of the GVN padricat.ion progru. The,e diversionary at.tacks were 

norcall7 l•unched against objectives in the pie<bont areaa, 1.~ terrain that 
afforded the ~o,t advantage to the ~ttacki.ng force, prOYidin& them with cover, 
conceal.alent., and ready routes or wi U-..!rawal. Ideally, the obj ectives selected 

would draw US/ARVN forces p~sicall7 as tar fron the lo-lands as possible. 
C)ice the diversionary attack has been launched, the VC Local Forces in the 

lowlandi- are elq)flcted to attack the ff2 /PF OP'• and rl lla,es left expo:eed by 
the withdraw&! o! US/ARVN wuts f ror.i the area. TM ujor !ailin& in this 

,trat•11 has been the inability or the ene,ey lt>cal forcH to exploit .any 

advantage gained by the NVA/MF dhers!.on. Lopetical problems and allied fire 

power have made the aaneuvering of large enear, troop unit.a iJltpraetical, if 

not itlpoHible1 and have caused a recent chanie in vc/rru tactics. The 
ujor ,trat.eo remains disruption or the GVW Pacification Progru, however, 
eaphasil has shifted largely to sapp~r and guen-Ula tactic,. TheN an, 

indications that large units, both VC and NVA, han been frapenteci to pr~ 
rlde reintorceaent.1 tor province-li,vel unit.II and to establish closer ties 

bet.ween NVA unit.a and province. 
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t. Intelligence Activity: The eneia:y•s intelligence effort 1s baNd on 

uploit.ation or t?ie l ocal population, Reconnaissance units are trained 1n 

aet.hod, of extnc. ting 1n!or-..at.1on on allied unit, !roa the population. 

Other method, include the trackin& or wrlts , exploitat1on or material left 

1n night de!enshe positions , 110nitor1n& of r~<.o transmission, and the ex­

ploitation or ind1g~nous persormel employed on a!lied baser. 

,. PS7chological A,p&~tsi n:e car.bat et!ectivene,~ or the aaJorit7 or 

the enea17 units hu decreased subst antial.l.y since Ma.rel':.. 'nle 110st illportant 

!actors in this decline are logistical, as discussed earlit'r , and pS7cholog­

ical di!!icultie~. Replacements !rOlll North Vietnam are d1s1llu,1oned by the 

ditterences between what. they see , and wh.it they have been led to expect. 

Host ot them ar~ yoW\g a."ld ~res,ionable, making th~ 1110re susceptible to 

10111 morale. In a1dit1on intelligence n:-ports have consistentl7 ind.icat.ed • 

deca.y in the norale an1 e!fectivene,, of leade~,. 

h. Surni:ry : 'H.ncc March 1970 the t'nemy ha:i shown a study decline 1n 

ettectlvene:s. togl:it1cally, te ha:1 been Wtable t.L consistently resu;,pl.y 

hill:1elt with either f ood or equij)lllent. and to mass the food ,upplies necu­
sary tor prolong--d operation: . Ps7chol oglcally , r.an, of nis soldiers are 

JOW\&, inexperienced imJ dbl!lu.,ioned, Tactically , he has been unable to 

mold the Local Force~ and gur~rill1s into a con:11 :it.ent~ effect1ve o!fen~ive 

force. Further, !roo all indications , these difficulties can be neither 

quickl.7 nor easily corrected , without extern3l reWorcement. 

). (C) Concr2t or Oprrat.1on: a. ':lie 2)d Infantry Divi:11on c~ucted e► 

tensive oper~tions , in conjWtction with the ~rt ARr.1 J ivision and Pro,'incial 

Forces, to !ind, ! i x and drstroy ?NA, v: ~•in force and Local Force Wtits 

while concw-r•ntly providing for the ~f'fense or key ur, illstallations 11..-id con­

ductin& p~cification opcration3 1n designated lrf'as . Durin& the d1"7 se••c.n , 
large scale oper,tionl ~r~e conduct~ in the western portion~ ot Quanc Tin 

and Qu'V\& Ngai Provil'lces t o eng3ge and destrey enemy units , to interdict Ma 

lines or c011111WUcations 1 ar.~ t o destroy hi3 logist1c•1 bases and cc.Mnd 

and control facilities. In the lowlands , durillg both the dry 119&~ and the 

110nsoon seas~, N!ph&sis was pl1ce~ on small unit operation• , Ulbu1he1 , and 

Mcurity meuurea to df',V ttw- eneiey access to t .,_. pop\:.lat.ion, All ~~rations 

were supported by artillery, air strikes and• large scale p57chologic&l 
s 
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war!ar, program. To assist the GVN in winning the support of the people 

throuah economic deve!opment, civic act.ion projects originating at the 

request ot the people were undertaken. Large scale engineer efforts were 

pl&Med and executed in the areas of land clearing and road con~truction. 

Throuah the use ot the Combined Unit Pacif~cation Program, provir:es were 

assisted toward attainment of GVN established pacification goals. 

b. To inswe full coordination of all.led operations , weekl,Y meetings 

were held at both provinces and a monthly RD meeting at 2d ARVN Dir.!" t~,1 
Headquarters. The meetings were at.tended by key conimanders and st.a.ff 

officers (US, ARVN and Province). Current and future operations were dis­

cu:,sed. Staffs at all levels were in communication on a daily basis and 

CO\lnterpart conma.nders met frequently by Wonnal visits. 

4. (C) Operations: All division operations during the report period 

were executed with a view toward Vietnamization and assisting local GVN 

agencies and ARVN units to streng~hen their control of the two provinces. 

C01~bined operations with ARVN and 'iU'/PF units were encouraged with the 

majority of participating forces being Vietnamese. This is evident in the 

following examples or some of the operation5 conducted: 

a. Tactical Operations: 

(1) Hiep Due: In late April 1970 intelligence indicated that an enemy 

force would move towards the Hiep Due area in an attempt to disrupt paci­

fication efforts. Phase I of the Hiep Due operation, lasting f~om JO Apr~-

22 Hay 1970, started early in the morning of JO April with enemy mortlU' 

and ground attacks against LZ Siberia and LZ Karen as the enemy moved into 

~he village of Hiep Due. The follo·.dng day, a combined US/ARVN operation 

was initiated with three ARVN battalions and one US battalion being combat 

assaulted into the Hiep Due area to engage elements of the VC 1st Hain 

Force Regiment. The scheme of maneuver was for the US battalion to search 

and clear areas so~th , southwest and east of Hiep Due, while the ARVN units 

swept throuah Hiep Due from the north , then continuing clearing operations 

to the west and northwest. To facilitate control, the 5th ARVN Regiment 
and later the 6th ARVN Regi.,ent located their headquarters on l..Z West where, 

in addition to the headquarter:; elements, a joint fire direction cent.er 

was fonned to control all supporting fires in the area. 

6 
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(a) On 18 May, Task Poree l-lst Cavalry, consisting of two armored 

cavalry troops and two 1:t!antry companies , was coaaitted to the battle. The 

Task Force inoved from the east towards Hiep Due with the mission or drivi.n8 
the ene~ Ulto a blocking force !onned by the ARYN reg:illlent. Phase II or the 
operation bezan on ~3 May ~ith tne combat assault or one US infantry bat­
talion into the out.~kirts of Hiep Du~. Both units were added tc,, the oper­

ation in reaction to Ager.t reports~ intelligence indicators or a renewed 
offensive b1 the 1st Hain Force R~gir.Jent rr0111 the northwest, reinforced by 
elerr.ent, of the 3d ?NA Reg.illlf!nt fr~~ the southe~st, 

(b) TM schenie of r.:'Uleuver !or ?ha.,e II "·as for US force!' to search 
lil'.d clear southeast or Hiep Due, meeting tt.'! threat of the Jd NVA Reg11nent, 

Tne 5th -"1V?1 Regi.c~nt '-'as re?laced by the 6th ARVN Regiment, with the latt.er 
bein~ ass~gned the ~ission to ~eareh ar.d clear north and vest of Hiep Due 
to mer.t the tnreat from the 1st Main ror~e Regiment, The battle continued 

until 15 June ~hen the ene:ey units ~~oke contact and ~ithdrew froo the area, 

A map sno~-1.~a mJjor m.'.lne~ver :.init~ is at Inclos·.u-e 2, 
( c) ":1'\e Hiep Due bat +,l~ proved to be the last attempt by a major er.eiey 

unit to t.,;,.~ ar.d hold an area in the :.;:! Infantry Division TAOR, :::ntel­
ligenco report~ rec~!ved after th~ battle disclosed that the 1st Main For~e 
Regiment ha:J be~n bacL.y rlamb.;""<i und rer.dered ccxn~at ineffective, This is 

s~-;tant.iat~ b;r the ri::sults o~ the '>pr.ration refl~cting :075 VC/t.'VA r.IA. 
Since the end c! th~ Hico Due battle, the regiment ha~ b~en inactiv~. 

(d1 Termination or the lliep Due battle in rr.id-June ~lso sigv..Jcd a 

~ore rapid ret1:.rn to gu~rrilla ~arfare by the enemy units. Th~ trend co~ 
tinued throu6h ~iove:noor ·,dth conta.:ti, befog pri:narily r.iec~-ing ~ngagements 
with smal! gI"O'Jps and characterized by the encrr.j" breaking t!1e cor.tact. almost. 

ir.med i •l te ly. 

(~} Op~rations Elk Canyon I and II: Operations Elk Can.yon I a.'"rl II in 

the western ~ortion of Quang Tin Province we~ concrived by the I ARVK Corps 
and 2d ARVN Division with the inte~tion cf exploiting enemy supply problems 
by operating astride their 1118in logistical net•,o:-k into Quang Ng&i and 

Quang Tin Provinces. Both ~~erati~n3 were Jointly planne1 by 2d I.RVN and 

23d InfMtry OiVision. 2d ~RVN ~ivisio~ p,~vided the ~~Jority of maneuver 

forces. 
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(a) On 12 July 1970 the 6th ARVN Regi,oent and one battalion of the 

196th Brigade initiated Operation E . ."..k Can:,on in the Kham Due area. Bat­

talions were canbat assaulted into t he Kham Due airfield and old Special 
Forces Camp area, with the mis~ion of destroying enem;y base areas, lines of 

ccan.inication and comand and control facilities. The airfield was re­
paired and '-3<1 Intantry Division Forward Support Elements deployed to sup­

port the operatio'14 Airlift and gw1ship suppor t was provided by the 2J~ 
Infantry Division on a daily basis to support units operating throughout 
the area. (See map at Inclosure J.) 

(b) On 26 August Elk Caeyon I t erminated with the extraction of units 
fl'CII Kham Due and the repositioning of units for Elk Canyon II. This 
operation was targeted against the K7 Corridor Complex containing l ogistical 

trails and rear service elements. The concept or the operation, as shown 

on the map at Inclosure 4, was for three battalions c! the 5th ARVN 
Regiment to swe~p south and southeast from vicinity Highway 534 toward two 

battalions of the 196th Infantry Brigade operating in a mobile blocking 
force role northwest of Fire Bases Judy and Mary AM. One battalion of the 

5th ARVN Regiment was inserted west of t he IC? Complex to sweep east along 
tbe Dale Rose Trail, a major enemy logistical route. Operation Elk Caeyon 

II was terminated on 19 September in preparation for the approaching monsoon 
season and allied units were withdrawn to the east. 

(c) illled reservations concerning the worth of the operations were 

substantiated by the fact that no major contact was made and large caches 

were not found. On the positive side, however, a major enemy l ogistical 

network was interdicted for a significant period of time. Secondly, the 

AllVH coaiianders were required t o particlpate in canbined planning for the 
ope1·ation to develop the detailed logistical and airlift support that was 
required. The,- derived invaluable training !ran this. Results of the two 
operations are shown at Inclosure 5. 

(3) Operations from September to November 1970: With the termination 
ot operations in the ;re stern portion of the AO and wi •.hdrawal of 2d ARVN 
and 196th 1h-igade forces t o the east, the 2Jd Infantry Division shifted 
emphasis to resource denial operations. Although resource denial is a 
continuing operation, the major rice harvest in October required particular 
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attention be paid to exploiting VC/NVA logistical problems discussed in 

paragraph 2 above. Joint plaming bet--een 2d ARVN Division and 23d 

Infantry Division tor the Fall-Winter Campaign (JO Sep 70 to 28 Feb 71) 
called tor extensive rice denial operations against known eneia;y avenues 
or ingress and egress to th~ lowlands and aga.inst known cache areas. 
Emphasis was on small unit operations, saturation patrolling and ambushes 

to deey access to the populated areas and necessary foodstuffs. 2)d 

Wantry Division battalions e~tablished liaison with districts, and 

brigades with provinces, to identify heavy production areas, routes ot 

transportation tor harvested crops, and storage areao. Provinces were 

encouraged to establish ettective resource control "asures such as mobile 
and static checkpoints on primary and secondary roads and on waterways, and 

security tor storage areas. Success ot the ta,;tical operations in SlJP-

port or the resource control program is attested ~u by the 575 tons or 
toodstutrs captured by the end or the reporting period as canpared to 4)1 
ton., tor all or 1961. Even more important, the enemy was denied the 

opportunity to collect large amounts of rice in the first place. 
(4) Operational Techniques: The three organic air cavalry troops 

were employed under division control to more fully emplcy their capabilities 

and extend the division's Wluence into the western portions or the TAOR 
vhere maneuver battalions did not operate. They performed missions of 

Tisu.al reconnaissance to establish contact with the ene1111, develop and 
exploit intelligence and to interdir.t known en~ locations. When a 
maneuver unit rnade contact, an air cavalry troop was normally emplcyed in 

direct support. 
(a} To support tactical operations and further deey the VC/NVA freedom 

ot movement,the diTision introduced the use or the mechanical ambuah as an 
oftensin weapon on 1 April 1970. Use or the mechanical ambush increased 
the density ot canbat power throughout the division' s tactical aN'I• ot 

respona1bllit1 and enabled units to increase the nuir•,ar or ni&ht ambushes 
without inereaaing the nUllber ot soldiers in the field. 8)' the end or the 
report period, mechNucal lllllbushes accounted tor 359 enemy eliJlinated, 6 
captured and 90 individual weapons captured. Battalions operatin& in the 
lowlands averaged 15 to 18 manned ambushes per night with an equal number 
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ot •chanical ambushes employed. 
{b) To provide units with the cspabllity to engage VC/WA soldiers 

at a distance, in a clandestine manner, a division sniper school was 
started on 29 March 1970. The obj~ctive was to train sufficient snipers 
to have a nine-a.an squad organic to each battalion (squad leader and 

tour sniper teus). By the end ot the report period, 85 snipers were 
employed in the tield and had el.iminated 116 VC/NVA. Probably the most 

Yaluable benefit was derived 1'rOC11 the intelligence repo~ by the 

sniper teams. 
b. Crop Oestruction/Detollation Operations: Difficulties encountered 

in obta.ining tood supplies trom the lowland areas forced enemy units to 
resort to m.axiJllum use ot self-production in areas in the vest.em portions 

ot the AO. To further exploit their supply problem, a crop destruction/ 

detollation program was initiated against isolated rice crops, garden 
plots, etc. During the period March to s~ptember, chemical personnel 
ot the division, utilizing the helicopter-mounted AGAVENCO spray apparatus, 

conducted 148 crop destruction missions , sprayina approximately 281000 
acres ot enelQ)' crops with J6,000 gallons or herbicide. An estillated 70 -

90 percent of the crops within the target areas were destroyed. The crops 

consisted or 80 percent rice, 15 percent manioc, and 5 percent corn, 
potatoes and other hard crops. Intelligence reports indicate that the 

spr~ was effective not only from a logistical point or view, but 
tactically as combat soldiers were diverted trcn operations to protect 

crops and engage spray aircraft. 
c. Land Clearing: Land clearing operations were conducted tor the 

purpose ot denying the enem;y staging areas and sanctuaries to allow 
friendly forces to maneuver in areas which had been cleared of mines and 

booby traps , and to allow resettlem-;nt or the areas by the Vieinamese 

people. 
(1) Land clearing oyerations in Quang Ngai ProTince,in the Yicinity 

ot Ho Due, were conducted from 15 Hay to 15 Aug 70. A total or 3 ,685 
acres were cut. Four hundred and t w.,,,ty-rJ.ne b1.Cll<ers , 11805 meters or 
tunnels and 144 mines or booby traps were destroyed. In discussions with 

province and district advisors , they cite the followings Previously, 
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uny areas were so heavily mined and boob7 trap~ that friendly forcee could 

not operate. Since completion of the clurlJ.g operation,. friendl7 unita now 
u.-,euYer in the area and approximatel7 8,CXX> Vietnamese have been resettled. 

(2) Batangan land cleari,ng operations in ~ Ngai Prorlnce began 15 
June and are still in progress. Through Noy,mber, approximately 1~1&.O acres 

bad been cleared. One hundred and twenty◄ight bu.nl<ers , ~,290 meters of 

tunnels and 53 mines and booby traps liere destro)'ed. Two Yilbges, Gui.a Dien, 
pop. J ,CXX>; and Mai Lai ( l) , pop. 2,000 hne been resettled. There has been 
a definite decn,ase 1n the siae of enemy forces and intelligence reports in­
dicated that land clearina operations reduced the enea,y operational ~rea, and, 

1n come cases, necessitated withdrawal of their forces, The Senior Province 

AdYisor from Quang Ngai sinaled out the land clearin& operation north of the 
eastern section or route 521 as pendttin& the permanent openizl« or route 521 

from Quang Ngai to My Lai ( l }. This contributed to a 15'.( reduction in the 
price or tish and rice in the two Yillages. 

d. Road Construction (Secor.dary & Farm Roada): This program is enthu­
siastically received by the Vietnamese people because or the fan11 to urket 

aspects or eeonondc development. Specifically, the road construction program 
is intended to illlJ)rOYe land lines or c0111runication, restore lesser road net­
works, support the developnent and pacltication program, and to sti.mulate 

national economic growth and unity. Tactically and politically, use or the 

J urproYed roads perm.its great.er maneuYerabilit7 and demonstrate3 the stren«th 
or CVN by their continued presence in all areas. Secondary dry weather roads 

totalling 243 km hne been progrlllllled tor construction 1n Quan& Nga1 and Quang 

Tin Provinces over the next three 7ear,. or this total , 42 Im han been 
completed and 45 km are presently under construct.ion. or the 155 km or fanr 

to market ro~d, progr8111Ded tor construction, 2J Im haYe been c011plet«s &-id 

another 45 are under construction. 
e. Pqchological Operations s The pqchological operations progru 1n the 

dirlsion was designed to support both US and GVJII operations and ude a aignit­

lcant contribution to the success of the allied effort.. Three or the MJor 
programs, Chieu Hoi, Rice Denial, and Volunteer Intonnant. were especially 

eftecthe. Analysis or results or the programs established a correlation be­
tween the amount of psychological operations conducted and the results attained. 
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bipbaaia was on supporting the GVN 1970 Pacification and Develop11ent plan, 
1eparating the VC and VCI from the local populace, &M strengthening the iJl&ge 

of OVI 1n the e7es of the local populace, To ensure a eoordi.nat,ed PSYOP 

ettort U!ro~ut the TAOR, tht. follovin& procedures vere coordinated with 
Viet.nuese agencies or :lJllpleniented by the dirtsion: VIS ain,ed to broadcast 
Chieu Hoi progrus onr the local radio stations in addition t.o inereastn& 

other actirtt.ies; 2d ARVN Division assisted the 2Jd In!&nt.1')' Division in tt>. 
writing of PSYOP lea.tlets; the division processed 20 missions per day frCTA 

the 2d ARVll Dirlsion to check their targets against our target.in& system and 
t.o ensure no duplication of effort, Targeting of spec.-itie groups, individuals 
and units was emphasised with the thrwit of the messages relating t.o 

specific local incidents or conditions. A total of 2,818 ralliers turned t.~► 
selns 1n during the period l Jan - JO Nov 70, 

r. Cirle Action: Civic Action activities in the 2Jd Infant!')' Dirtsion 
TAOR were conducted with the primarJ objective of improving the standard of 

li~ ot the Vietnamese people and promoting a basis !or future selt­

sutticieney, Both prorlnces in the divi sion TAOR were asked to submit a 
list or cine action projects to be accomplished with ~ssistanee from the 2Jd 

In!ant17 Dirtsion. The projects emanated at hamlet an:! Tillage level, were 
renewed at district level and approved, and consolidated and assigned a 

priorlt7 by prorlnee. All approved proj ect requests were incorporated into 

a dinsion operations order which as:;igned projects t.o the major subordinate 

ecmaands in whose AO they iMre located, These projects weM1 t.o be completed 
uaing CVR aiaterla:.s tr0111 the province warehouse, vhen available, and Viet­
namese labor as practicable, US assistance vas limited to technical super­

Yiaion and prortsion of materials which vould otherwise not be available 

thro~ Vietnamese channels, This plan centra.li1.ed control ot Cirle Action 
projects within the TAOR and made possible a concerted Cirlc Action progru 
between US and CVR authorities. Additional projects were not to be undertaken 

unless approved b7 province and incorporated into the overall plan. Medical 
Cine Action Progruis (Hedcap) continued to be avid4' received by the Viet­
namese people and the progruis received continuou3 emphasis from all subor­
dinate cOllllll&nds or the division. The road program has been d.:.3cus~ed earlier. 
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s. (C) RV'NAY/GVN CJ>e:-ationsr a. Tactical Operations, 

(1) The 2d ARYN Dirl.sion continued t.o aake substantial progress durin& 

the "port period, Perti.ps bolstered b1 the success of the !Ch&la Due area 

operation,there was a definite increase 1n morale , confidence, and offensive 

spirit. The latter was demonstr ated b1 a continual desire to take the tight 

to the VC/KVA through operations in the western portions of ~he AO, ccabat 

assaults, Eagle nights, and use of LR.>;U> teu~. The progress was renecte~ 

1n the increase in enemy eliminated and weapons capturod, and use of artillery, 

tactical air and helicopter gWlship sorties. It should b.r noted, however, 

that this was not at the expense o! paci!icat.ion efforts , as operations in 

support of the GVN Pacit'icat.ion Program also increased, This llfH made pos­

aible thr<N&h a decrease in use of maneuver elements on secUTit1 ■issions. 

The 2d ARVN Dirlsion leadership 1s auressive and misoion oriented, per­

ticularly at. the senior officer level. Given time f or progress in developing 

necessary cocbat. support. and combat. :service s upport. capabilities , the 2d 

ARVN Dirl.sion should continue to progress t.ollfard complete sel!- su!ficiency 

as a cOlllbat. unit. 

(2) Prortncial forces 1n ~uang Tin and Quang Ngai Prorl.nces continued 

to e,q:,and in strength, Their ability t o control geographical areas , secure 

the population, and vital locations inc reased. This i s particul~rly true 

in Quan& Tin Prorl.nce. ~ecently conducted surge operations we1t encouragiNt 

fr011 an operational point of view. The Province Chief, Colonel Tho, per­

sonal!¥ pllMed and coordinated four surge operations during the 1110nths of 

August through lloveftlber. Each surge operation wa :1 initiated when intelligence 

reports indicated an eneay at.tack was 1.mninent, ar.d the uxinnn mnber of 

prorl.ncial RI' and PP' units wer~ e<!lployed, The surge oper1t.1ons in August a."ld 

September lasted three and four days respectively with the 1- l Cavalry 

Squadron, 23d Infantry DiYision, pro'riding a react.ion f orce and the dirl. sion 

protlding helicopter support. A third surge operation in lat• October lasted 

for seven days and inTolved a US brigade, the canlry squadron, an ARYN 

repment1 VIC! all RF /F7 units in the proTinc•, A fourth surge or,erat.ion in 

November lasted f or 10 days , in~ludNi essentially the sanie forces, and the 

results vere as significant as the previous operations. Results are at 

tncloaure 6, or special not8 i s the increase in the amount of tiroe Rr/PF 
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regard, M1l1 or the er!on.s of the d1Tis1on have alr~~Y t.een dhcussed -

ccabined operations, land clearin&, road constMJcl i on , and civic action, 

Tra1nini 1s also of aaJor 1.aporta.nce to Vielnaai&at.lon and 1s dilcu.ssed 

be low. Special attention should be direct.NS, however, t o the effect, of 

both combined pl&nnin& and ~rations. U thou.ch ditti cult to aeasu.re, 

there 1s tubat.antial tenetit derind rron the usoc1at1on or Vietnueae and 

US otticera particulari, when • Joint plan or operation h 1n-.olnd, The)' 

au1aUate • great. deal by participatizl« in ou.r pl~ and obaer-,in& our 

opttrat1onal t.echniquea. Ve aake • special effort to involve thea 1n as 8\lch 

cOllbined plazvu.n« as pouible. 

b. Tr•in1.n&i ~ or the •Jor effor ts ot the d1Yision Vietnaaiaat.i.on 

Progra11 was 1n the field of tra1.nlnc, Inherent in the VietnueM aaau111pUon 

ot reu,onaibility tor conduct or the war is the need t o be ..,roticSent in all 

aspect.a ol coabet, ccabat aupport, and cOlllbat serrlce suppon.. ~ touo-

111& h • s\alilry ll c.ra1ninc conduc\.ed by the dirlsion to aaaht 1.hell 

toward U\J.a goal. 

( l) The dirlaion participat.d directi, in leadership treinin& f e,r the 

Re&ion&l Force officer with the conduct ot e Co.bat 1Aaderah.1p tlnd Orien­

t.auon Cow-M by the 2)d Infantry Ohision C<nbat Center. Thia C~Sfl 1 • 

desigMld to teach Junior R1 officers the leadership principle• llnd •..echn1q~• 

necessary to enable Ula to coau.nd a platoon_or C~Ul1 ,tfecti'l'elt, The 

course wu first conduct.d durin& May 1969 and hu continued 1ince t.hai U•. 

S.Yen hundred and aixt.7-t.wc officers (RT) troa ~ !"rfflM..r.eu &la:i 2 .. ciora ot 
Mll1w,-, Reg.ion l completed u~ COW'... In addit.ion to Wlhanclftc the 

t.ac t.ic&l proticlenq ot the R1 officers, it hu helped pr090te • autu&l under-­

et.anding between the R1 t10ldier and the 2)d Infantry Dh1aion M>ldi.er. Fitt.1-

sev.n how-• of art.Ulery tot"Ward obNrnr t r•1ninc was incorporated in the 

cow-n to give RF unit.a the capability or emplori.n& indirect. tire weapona. 

(2) TrUninc tor th(ili 2d AlMI Dhiaion wu conduc~ in the UH and 

.-plo,-ent or •chanical Mbu.ahea. In addition to 1natn.ct1on b7 the w~ 
try bricadea, a 110bile trt.inine teM fraa the Di Ti lion eo.t>et Center pru­

Yided instruction to ARVN cadre at. the 2d ARv,t TraWn, Center, thua &irtnc 
t.het1 the capabilit y of conducti.n, turthei· tr•inin« on the 1ubJect within 

their d1v1.a1on. 
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(.)) The 2)d tntantrJ :ihhion Support ~ eupport• a aedical 

tra1n1ng prog• conducted by tJ'9 2Jd Medical Battalion tor ~Heal 

eorpam, dental technicians and opt.oeetrJ asaht.&nt• t roa t.he 2d ARV1I 

Diriaion Medical Battalion. Durin& NoYeaber 19701 tiISCat initiated OJT 

tra1.n1ng tor 55 personnel troa the ARV11 ht 1"• LogiaUc, C~ 1n the 

technical tie~, ot ant.or Yehicle, signal and engineer MJ.ntenance. 

(4) n. 2)d Int&ntrJ D1Yis1on Artill•rJ conduct.e contim&in& Pie.ld 

ArtillerJ Radar Operator 'train1.nc clHH!I fCJr peraomel troa the 2d ARV1I 

Dirillon .lrtill•l'J• Add1Uonal17, instruction hH bffn prorided on the ~ 

tegated Cb!!emUon S7,tn and on t orwerd obser"ftr procedures, fire •~ 

port pbminc, air aobllit1, NlOUl howitaer section erew tr&inin&, and a 

PADAC operator• courM. 

( 5) Weapons and Eql&ipaent s An ea.up le ot trainin& 1n aoph11Ucai.d 

equipaent io the act.int.ion ot sensor t1eld1 1n Q\aana llpi and Quanc Tin 

Prorlncu, ARV1I penonnel lfere trained b7 l1S Tarpt Niuion Poree per90Mlll 

1n the \ls. of Hnsor,1 tire aiss ion, or other appropriate reaetiona are 

now reC\Alar:i.7 called on san.sor •cU nUon, ullin, aold,7 ARV1I UMts. Joint 

t.raininS •u also conducted on fl1ne sweep operationa, arw:S in A~t 1970, 

d11trich alq QL 1 ua\Dld rupons1bU1t1 tor t!'le d&iJ-7 lline ,weep. 

(6) Other t.rainin& included tecUc.-1 subject.a, •line l~in& for 01-

47'•• cheaical 1.natrucUon on use ot tou,ass111, arw:S 1uppl,7 epeciallet. 

trainJ.n&. 
7 (C) ~clua1on1 and_bco.aeni1at1on,1 The 1uccu1 or V1et.nmut.1on 11 

dependent on~ facton t.o .Lnelude the lpeed ot withdrewal of US torcu, 

•u-r the low 1ml of acUYit.7 wit.'1 ullUnc torcu will eonUJNe or 

whether the..__, will take I.he o!!en11n with Ninforc.d \l'\it.1, arw:S the 

abilit7 or the Vietn.aaeM trainin& bue to 1uetain theil' accept.MC• and 

-.,1.,,...nt of 1ophbt1~i.d eq"'4-ent arw:S lfelponl'J HNfttial to t.he defe:IN 

of the count.r)'. The eurNnt :sU.uaUon in I.he 2)d tnt&ntrJ' Dirtlion area 

of operat10M 11 encour&&inl, but probleH do ezht and eolu\.iona n1\ bt 

found. 
•• unit.7 of effort or all VietnaaeN !OTCH in Uw 23d tntant.17 Di~ 

llion TAOI b HMnti&l. C\ll'Nntl,7, the 2d AJl'1I DlY111on, prortncial 

tore.a, and ,u border detenae r&."lpr battalion• operate 1n alaost autor>­

oaou-1 rol••• To 1.naure I COllbinelS t!fort a,aiNt t.he ena-,, \.her. IN.at - 16 
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be 110re coord1nat.1on, excha.n&• ot intot"IMt1on and 90re pos1Un cent.ralhed 

direct.ion. Imediat.e solutions t.o s\an. the process toward the combined 

ettort would be placiJ'I& the borc!er defen,, rar~r battalions under t he 

operational control ot the 2d A.II.~ ~iv1sion and the establishalent of Joint 

ARV!I and province tactical o~r•tions centers. 

b. !stablisblent ot an effective l ogistical and maintenance base for 

support. or caabat. unit.a 1, critical t o ~•r.: force, beinl able t o aas\lle f ull 

responsibility tor conduct or the war. 'll'hile l ac« of quali fied Viet.names~ 

t.o train 1.n ~,e ? t the m,ore ,ophlsticated eq·..1~r.t 1, a problem that can 

only te solved in t he l~r.g run, 0&1\1 c f the lesser ~Kills can be developt'd 

throU&I' CJT training. ro this end, ur:>eeiat.e ~teps sho'Jld be t.al<en t o 

id'5nt.1ty thoM skills that. US units could prorlde to >.RVN and prorlncial 

per,oMel t.hro\.18h the auspice, of a.n intensive OJ! progru. 

c. One or t.t~ !act.or s •hich contributes to the current ,rrectiveness 

and aggre,sivene,, or Al!.'IN and te:-ritor1al r orce!'I is e.rten,ive support. ty 

CS Ar,ny ;·r1ation units 1n the torn of g'Jl\~h1ps , llledevac and aerial obser­

.,.t.lon. VMAF helicopter support 1n the two ~out.hem prOY1nces of MR l has 

been 11.ait.ed t.o t.reop lift. on• very su l l :-cale and on an 8 t.o 5 o•clock­

talr weet.her ba~is. Some way fflusl be ro~ t o develop a VNAF capability 

and willincr".ess to provide core ver, atilf' and timely support to the ground 

tore•• on at. least. a ftlOde,t. basis. 

d. As is well known, R'/NAF ls plagued by n critical dearth of le~er­

ship 1t. the lower levels ot comnand. -'hat. is not. apparently fully appre­

ciated 1.n all quarters , howenr, is the fact t.~at. eve17 •11\cle it.em or 

aoph1et.icat.ed equ.ipaent. issued t.o RVNAF f'Ucerbat.es this problem. The 

operat.or and the Nchanic tor such equ.ip:ient. COl'lle troa the 1ue woefully 

1.Mdequat.e pool or talent. that supplies the potential !ICO and Junior 

officer to the Want.17, art.Ulery and cnalry unit.I. I n -, rtew , we should 

de'f"Ote ow- energiH and attention towards conrt.ncin& RVWAF that. they can 

pt alone without aannin& 901119 ot the tAOt•e 1ophht1ca1.ed i te111s of eq\J.p­

aem. which n hau 1n the US ~. particularly 1.n the t arget acquisition 

field. 
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•• Alt.hough U\e probl• 1s largely polit.ical and veil kn>wn to the 
ailltary here 1n the Republic ot Viet.nu, withdrawal ot US un1ts should 

proce«i at a pace consistent with the Viet.naaese capabUit7 to accept 
the reaponsibilit7 tor coBiuet ot the war in the area to ba turned owr. 

To rapidly withdraw unit.a baaed solely on a political decision could 

cause our effort, through the years to have been in vain. 

7 Incl 
as 

A, E, Ml1 
Major General, 
c~ 
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• 
~r.erd:, 7he Amer1cal TAO~ can be d1nded into tne followizl& geograpr.ical 

r~g1ons: 

a. Cca,tal Lowland,. T~~ coastal l owlands are characterized by relativ­
• . / !:at , poorly drawd areas of r1ce cultivation. The Y.Ldth of t™! 
. ,Ht.al plow vari es !1·0111 approximatel y one ,ulometer south of OucPho t o 27 
• .. ~ter, north of ~uang Ngai City and the average elevation i s less than 

~et.ers. In the north are found sand dwies of up t-> 40 meters and 
: oted i<noll, and hillocks of up to , : C cneters while the area between the 

-~ ~ong h1ver and the Song Tra Khuc River in uang Ngai Province has an 
,. • r J g~ e.-vat1on ~f 2C meters with isolated hill ~a,sea o! up to 180 meters. 

· ~e south of tr.e Song Tra ~hue River sor.ie rtlief is provided by 1solatec 
.. J C'~ ra~ 1ng in e l evation t:~ ~C to 7C meters. 

::~~~vnt. The ~~wla'lds gracuelly :-i~e to the west t o f onn a ser ie~ 
!"oot h~:ls with e levatior.s averaging l:..t- meters in the north and center 
• . . , e AO. ¼nd wcreasi.ng to e l evations of Uf t o o5C meter s in the south. 

~ ~e ?ied.~or.t ~or.e is r.1ghly di~sected wi t h slopes of 20 t o ?L"" ( &verage ; ~t) 
.-~ r.aJ Q.Xed ve~e~ation pattern consist inE of mu.l t : - canop1ed , =ense un:Jcr-
.::-o•,ftn forest~ a:10 brush· .. ooa. • 

. . ~uuntai.ns. The fvothllls grade UJto the steep, ruggea , neanly 
1i •sectec A~~T.~t.e ~ountains u, the ~est. The mour.tains , generally are 
-,:-1.cntec. ~n l r,orthwesterly to southeiisterly direction but much of tne AC 
tj marked by a ran:iom ~:-1entation , with heavy c~mpartmentali~ation. ~~e-
11ticns incr~ase f :-om east t o west reaching elevations of over 200C meters 
:1Par the Laotian bo:-1er i n the central por•,ion of the AO where slopes vary 
:·r~ ..?5 ~c : .(< . in t.r.e north , elevat ions vary from 300 t o ::CJC; meter s wlth 

~o ~v, : ~cpes :~ the rcu~~ e!evaticn~ vary from ~SC to : ev.., mete r s w:t~ 
, - to 4~~ s: cpes. :h~ ent ire ~ountaL~ous ;,ort.icn of the AO i s character1~ec 
.:.1 ?".eavy st:-eam and r i ver dbsection and the vegetation cover is typical!y 
-,.1:-l<ed ... j. -r.ult. : -canopied , '.!enne u."Y!cr g:-c-..,t.h f orests interspersed w1 th s.,ial l 
"I :-eag of :>rushwood , gra sslan:i an:i bamboo, 

ri , itater"ays, The :naJc r watpr..ays all have theii- source regjon i n the 
A:-.r.;,mite ~ountai n:; 'lnd 'l:-e i;er.cr:.i l!y l cc;ited in the western, central anc 
~ruthern ?Orticn of the AC. :he 7.0sl i;,po:-tAnt of these are the ~or.g 7~u 
3on/ Song T:-'\1\h in the ...,est , the Song Tra 9ong and the Song Tra Khuc/!)ak 
Jrir.h ~n t he cente :- and the Seng ~e and Song Ve in the south. ~ll ar-:i nav­
:~at,-:, .. '.o : ~'lllo·-, draf'. crsft d;.u-ing most of the year. 

Cbservation and fields of fire, 

~. Co~stal Plains. 7he r 0 gion d 0Ps not afford ground elevations or 
r"l i -~f -;,11t'lt-le f or e xcellent. grou.-m ob:-1C'rvation and cor.r.ian:iing f!.ej_d~ cf .f: re 
1:-~ fAir:, ~coo , 0 xcept A~ l ~~ite~ t,y ;Afl-!".ade feat.u~s (building~, :-ice 
-, !~J d ~~e~) 1:id 1omPstic vrg'?tat i~n :n urh~n ~reas . Aerial ob~ervatior. and 
r: 0 l rt~ c: r~:-'? ArP nxcel l en~ , nxco; t a:- ~ir.~!ar ly restricteo. 
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I • b, Piedmont. Aerial and ground observatio~ and fields of f ire are fair 
to good. The area is characterized by brushwood-covered I rolling hill s ar.d 
plains, except in the western elevation where terrain is increasingly 1110r e 
rugged and complex. In the western portion, moderate und~rgrowth f orest mingles 
with brushwood, and fields of fire are restricted to cpen areas or places of 
light undergrowth, Both aerial and ground observation become limi ted as west­
ward movement progresses, 

c, !-fountains, The Americal portion of the Annamite Mountains has extre­
mely irregular and complex topography. ~ost of the region is covered by dense 
undergrowth forest with several layers of canopy, Vegetation i s less dense 
along some higher elevations and along valleys and streams. Aerial and 
g:rourxi observation and fieltls of fire are poor , with the exception of areas of 
light vegetation where they ar~ poor to good, 

3. Cover and Concealment. 

a. Coastal Lowlands. Cover and concealment i s generally poor througho11t 1 

with the exception of urban areas, Limited individual cover is provided by 
revetments f onned by r ice paddy dikes. Concealment from aerial observation is 
poor except in urban areas, 

b, Piedmont. erush~ood and moderate undergrowth, combined ~ith rolling 
hills and small plains , provide poor cover and f air concealment f rom ground and 
aerial observation. Where overhead C3nOpy i s discontinuous ar.d covering 
terrain i s unmasked, cover and concealment are poor, 

c, Mountains, Except in scattered clearings, concealment frc,rn all types 
of observation i s good. Cov~r afforded by trees is fair and when coupled with 
terrain irr~gularities is considered good to excellent, 

4, Obstacles. 

Coastal Plains , Trails and highways are subject to destruction or inter­
diction by firei ground action at choke points. Overland trafficability i s 
generally ~'OOd, except in riceland areas and during the monsoon transition 
period when tropical storms inundate the lowlancls and traffic is restricted to 
improved, high-crown roads. 

b, Piedmort . Trafficability i s fair to good f or f oot mobile forces, but 
poor for wheel~d and tracked vehicles due to terrain gradients and vegetation 
density, 01..ring tropical storms , trafficability is poor and is restricted to 
iJnproved routes and trails , 

c. Mountains, Dense undergrowth and steep, irregular gradients combine 
to limit traffic and restrict vehicle mobility t o improved trails and routes, 
Trail and route trafficability i s po~r f or both foot and vehicle mo~cment dur­
ing period of extended precipitation and tropical st on11s, 
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5. ley Terrain. Higher elention 1n the piedmont and 110\l!nt.ain ~ands 
doainate valley areas and line• ot coaaunication. In the coastal plaina, 
key terrain features are rhera and atreaas navigable to auipana and 
piroques5 urban areas, arJ routes and trails vhich remain tratticable dl.lJ",,, 
1ng periods o! extended precipitation or inundation. 

6. Avenues ot Approach. Axes or ground advance favor foot, light vehicle, 
sampan, and piroque transportation. In the western reaches ot t.be Americal 
AO, aerial approaches are restricted by bad weather resulting from the South­
west Monsoon. Tracked vehicular movement is generaU., liJlited to the coastal 
plains and wheeled vehicle~ to the lowland and piedllont areas over existing 
routes. The maJor highways include National Route QL 1 (J.~ - . 8 meters, 
asphalt.-concrete, all-weatherh Comwnal Routes KL 535 and KL 5.)J (Tien 
Phuoc Highway) (3.5 meters average, stabilized earth, tair weather). HL 5291 
HL 5151 KL 516, KL 518, QL Li. (3 - 6 meters , stabilbed earth, fair weather, 
interdicted}; and Interprovincial Route LTL 58 (4 - 6 meters, stabilized 
earth, fair weather, interdicted). 
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·- -CCJIDAT RBSULTS 

! L It C AMY0N 
[ MATER Ill CAP'!'URED] 

Phase I Ph.olse 11 

ARYN us ARYN us 
1. ~~·-, 9 11 l l 

2. I,, .. 80 31:> 49 19 

J. Al-Ml (RDS) sr 20 TONS 9,000 400 1144 
82111:1 11m 71 
¼:mi 1200 61 18 

1221!1!1 156 
11.t.trm 20 
85,!n 14 J 
RR 268 16 10 

H!-tG 2250 2818 10) 
RPC 15) . 2 
11/G&-:N 50 170 89 1 
F.XPL<:x; 150 ,c::c:s 200 Ln.S 
MIW.S J I. 

4. CCMIO 
RADIO 2 UNX AMT 2 
PllOllF,!j 10 
'11:lf. ( M) 51,050 ~ , 000 200 
BA'M'i-:Rlf:. 1.c 
T!-:tEG!lAPll KEY 

5, T:UNS?0:1iATI0N 
BICTCI.F..S 2S8 
BICYCT,E PA.ttT3 1 ',0 10 
CA.1TS 80 

6. 1]22 
RICE 20 TONS 4 BAGS 2,000 IA5 115 lBS 
FOOOSTUITS ( coru.) UfflC AMT 2, 0CX> I.BS 1955 LBS 

7. MEDIC4L 
MALARIA PILLS lJ 1000 
OTHER ASST PILLS 9,100 

8. aoou::u-.s 
C5PITAL.5 J 

DISffl~'jAJUES 
BAS! CAMPS 2 
MISC 

1Ne1:: r - 24 



# , 

I 

' -1 I PbaM J pa .. n 
.&RYii us Alm us 

9. a..., (IZST) 379 2~ 215 79 
lmDI UTHE 1 
&,C 

1/T FACTCIII 1 

Hf!PY 24 s 9 )J 
vu 122 87 18 )S 
IIU 

WP 1<,s 8b 71 )S 
PV l s 1 
CD 2 
HC 
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Jl!SULTS r# sug m'JUTlCICS D 9\1:Y!i !P! PROVINCE 

HIIP IXlll l 
(14 Ace 70 - 16 Aue 70) 

7RIEIDLY LOOSES tfmffUlSSF.S 
R1 PF RF 

,cu 4 2 IU 25 
vu 9 8 cu 24 
~ ~ IIDIV~ 2 0 WPXS ~DDIV~ 25 
WJ'WS CRWSD 0 0 WPKS CRWSD 2 

MOI CH.ANHS J 

HIEP OQlj II 
[ 10 Sep 70 • JO S.p 70) 

R1 PF R1 
[U 4 1 ICU 2<:11 
vu 8 1 CCA 2) 

WPIIS ilr-DIV~ 0 C WP1CS ~IICDIV~ 57 
WPXS CRWSD 0 0 WP1IS CR~:> 5 

HOI CHARMS 21 

HIEP DOOG III 
( 19 Sep 70 • 29 Sep 70) 

R1 PF RF 
ICU J 8 ICU 18) 
WIA 1 ) J cu J8 
'.fflilS inrotvi 0 0 WPWS ~IllDIV~ 42 
WPWS CR:..SD 0 0 VPWS CRWSD 0 

lfOt ClWOIS lS 

H IlP DOJ«i I V 
(20 Nov ?O - J Dec 70) 

., PF RT 
IIA 4 2 KIA 61:, 
IIIA 7 6 CIA 16 =~=~ 0 0 WP1IS ~DIDIV~ 46 

0 0 WP1IS CRVSD 12 
HOI CHAJIHS 7 

!ICC 6 
26 
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Pf 
91 
19 
J 
2 

l ) 

pp 
121 

8 
44 

l 
70 

PF 
122 

6 
42 

1 
61 

PF 
111) 

9 
52 

l 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

OPl!.ltlCII matt - HIIP DClll l, 1) - lS AUCJJST 1970, QUAJIC TDf PRCRDICl 

t. JntrochacUoru l • pi...Md \0 tulfUl Cener&l Lu'• requeat to report on 

\M Quan& Tin proYincial operaUon ot 1)-l S A~t. 1970 which we call lliep 

Den& t . 27 RF c~H, 88 P1 platoona, and SS Hoi Ch&M pan.1c1pa~ The 

area ot openUon included all au diat.ricts or Quani Tin with eaph,laia on UM! 

ll1ddla area. There were 98 obJecUna, or thea. 4S wre Hoi Chan ,uided, and 

cont.act. IIU aide on 44. Hiep Doa& I rea\Ll~ in 166 eMllf1 lIA, 4) CU, 16 Ho1 

Cbana, 4 crew Ml°Wd WMpona and ~ indirldli&l wMpona. P'rienril,r loHH "r• 

6 llA, 17 vu, and 2 weapona loat.. I wowd at Uua u.- like to point out the 

.ore ealient. aspect.• ot Hiep 0-"'& I. 

II. Concepts n-.- basic cOI\Cept. wderl)'ill& the sutc~•• or Hiep ~ I waa • 

aound knowladp ot bot.~ the e!MIQ' and rrieD!J.7 torcu. How to acquire know­

llldp ot U. ene111 1a tM a1ft&le aoat. 1ilportant. tac\.or. 11.MlJ uae of ~ 

1nt.ell1,enc• h anottwr cri!.lcal el.ent as aost •~ Wonution h Nceiftd 

late. The •t.hod of ,et.~1.ne and 1.aainC intdHgence rroa H1>1 Chana and POV' s 

1.a ot eat.r .. 1'1portance. 8iad treat.aent (in• ~ res\Llta. 111• anat. therefore 

p17choanal,7'H the 0-.iflu Ho1 and the POV to best uplolt hla. H1a tirst. 

r..cUon t.o hi• nev amroraent wlll be pr•-det.arllinad b7 vhat h..1 VC Coaan­

d•r t.old h.1a. To onrccae t.h1s we strin t.o gin the Chlau Hoi and POV • 

t.nae \Slderst.andin& or what. we are 11kt. Once the7 treel.y a:cept. this change 

troa what t.he7 Wllt'9 t.ol.d t.o what. t.he7 actuall r see , hear, and experience, 

t..heJ t.ell us t.he truth. In a,_ry, we ■U3t win Uiei.r confidence Ural an::! 

then q\18st.1on t.hea. OtherviM t.he7 are contua~ and we loH • ,ood aow-ce 

o,t WoruUon. The7 1hould ~ quut.loned while they are at. eaae I tor ea.­

eaple, while t.hq are eat.in& or liat.•nl.nl t.o wa1c. Nao Tse T\a'\g aaid ,ou w 11l 

u.e eMIII)' weap<>M t.o tt,cht. the e~. They are nol naUabl • t o WI so ~ 

1.1H the •r!NIJ t.o tl&ht. the ena11Q'1 that. 11 t.ht. Chieu Hoh and the POVa. The 

POV• are con.wrt.ed 1nt.o Hoi Chanha \.o u o1d contllct.1 wUh t.he a.nen eo~ 

nntS.ons . 
The Cl".ieu Hot .. ,,ous tM l~ or \.: r- VC in hh trH and he knol. .· the 

SMOPl• there. He can spot. t.he vc•a loeat.1~ on the NJ> and tAU ia the nuf 

t.he VC han Jh•n that. loeaUon, It. h iapor-.ant t o not& t.h1t t he v: 14&4' 

rll.lap and ha.lat. nues that. dU!er trca l')W-5 , 

&lei' 
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F l.n&l!:,, t' .e in!or.ri.1t1on that t~..e Chieu Hoi gives 11USt be checked by comparir,i 

it v!. •.h other :sources. Chleu Hois are uaed as «ui4es to make the transi t :on 

fro,a t!-e 1up t., the terrair.. They usually go 1n aq\WS she groups at night tci 

the spot they are !amil!.ar wit.~. The RY compan,y group eoam&nder or platoon 

leader anut have full corJider.ee in the Chieu Hoi and he ■u.st be convinced to 

use l~e Chieu Hoi's tactics. The C~j~u Hoi does not like to take a direct route 

to the targe~. 

III. Select.ion ot th~ Target Area: Th~ prorl..~ce can be divided ir.to ~hree 

dis~i.net area:s: 

a. The pacification area near t he coast where the &~~ threat 

is Ill izu.nla.l , 

b. The midJle area which encompasses the coastal plain adJac~nt to the 

mountains and the easte rn 1to\S\t..ti.ns. This area is 110st iJllportant because the 

~ulk or t.h• VCI is t o.ind there and th~y serve as «u14ee tor the larger local 

~-¥1 NVA rorc~s. The VCI also provides se~urity tor the enemy lines er coanwi­

eat1Q1'1 1 establishes ~aches, launctes rocket and IIIOrt.ar attacks on our populated 

ar~a~, aro generates pr~pagar.da among the local inhabitan~s. 

c, The enemy rear ar~a is or secondary importance, 

IV, Friendly Forces: OUr greatest w~akness i.s -:oord~atior, In this war ~ 

have $0 •any large ani dUrerent el e'llc:nt.s that our initiati.Ye and freedom c! 

acticin ar• se•erl7 llirl.ted, There i s no unity or comnand be:ause or too much 

divwrai~ in GVN forces, W( 111\J•I. therefore simplify our orgardution to really 

\11'1:iJ'y the co.11!1and, 

The Province Chief mJ~t per sonally go to his d:st rlcts to :oordinat• hls oper­

~t.ion5 so ~ provincial s~a!f a~d ~he distrl,:t,s see thl! importc.. ,c~ or t-h~ 

mission, He cannot wait. t or othe:rs t o coordi.nate; on tM> eo:1trary, he rrr.ist 

b'! aggJ"t'ssive, 
All objectives must be hit. si..nrult& .. '!eously 1n ~e large area, as the tt do. This 

isolates th" enemy and denies hi 11 mut'J.81 support and reinfor~men•. The VC are 

wll ais;:ersed so it follows that we should atta:k them on all front..s at t he 

3a-. time. Se,:recy and initiative are the ke7s to surcess and the decision to 

attack depends upon the ene~ and friendly situations. The Pro71r.ce Chier and 

his advisor gn to all districts to give the warni,g order, and t wo days later 

l.he district chiefs come to pro,ince headquarters to pn-sent tMir atta~k plans, 

Thh ~ac.hes the. c.cmnanders •.o gather and react. to 1.'l!oniation, and it g!ves them 

118Jdt11U"I !lexioillty, We muJ~- not st.i!le the initiative of our subordinat.es with 
28 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

fixed lines on a up. He should be giYen the pride or eucutir-& his own plan. 

I would liku now to discuss in greater detail the guiding principles that made 

Hiep Dong I unique. 

V. Six Operational Principles: 

a. Uao ot Hoi Chanhs and POWs. In order to familiarize ourselves with the 

enemy•, objectives, we are forced to use Hoi Chanhs and POW,. It is a known 

tact that no one knows your house a, well a, you do and we do not know the 

enemy as well a, the Hoi Chanhs and POW, do. If we capture the VC and then beat 

or kill him1 all our efforts are a total waste. All that remains is a boct, or 

a VC that will not talJc. If we question a seriously wounded VC before attemir.g 

to hie suffering, all is lost because he is more preoccupied with himself and his 

well-being than with giving us truthful Wonnation. 

For a Chieu Hoi to be of use to us we must consider him as a person. ~.en he 

rallies he is very scared because he does not know what will happen to him. He 

may also be very sick. Nonnally he has rallied because he rannot live in the 

VC area,. Previously when a man Chieu Holed he was taken to the Chieu Hoi Center, 

lnterrvgated1 and quickly processed, because each day there a.dds to the expense 

of running the Chieu Hoi Certer. Some or the interrogators also abused the 

Chie~ Hois because they thoug~t they wer~ not talking the truth. Those then are 

J Ollle of the reasons wey we previo~sly failed with the Chieu Hoi,. 

In our notional policy or "increase friends, decrease enemies, " we must -:oncen­

trate on the morale or the Chieu Hoi , \4e must look upon them ,i, members or tht­

great r.ational fami.ly and we must help them as we help one who is strar.ded i~ 

the middle of a river. Ar.d finally, we must help tt,em to rebuild their lives. 

I! we treat them as one of our friends, they will not hesitate to give us what­

ever Wonnation they have and lead us to the target~ we must hit. for this to 

be e!fe<.'ti ve then, we must put all our trust in the Chieu ltoi. This trust must 

b~ passed down the chain or conmand ur.t~l it reaches the squad which the man 

will be rlt.l .• 

b. Coordination: To unite stronger forces to fight gainst weaker forces 

it is inevitable that the ,tron,ger forces will win the battle1 ~ut, in uniting 
the ~llker !ore-,, against the stronger, the weaker will be::ome the st,ronier and 

therefore seize the advar.tage. 

T'ne Viet Cong tact.le is to split their forces in~o small elemer.ts to enable the111 

t,o aviod our superior !orre,. If our forces were to remain large ve \:Ould be 

unable to make contact with the enemy. Because or tnis, -.-e devised C\111" Hie;> 
• l9 

CONFIDENTIAL 

/ 

l 



, 

• 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Don& Campaign. In this camp41&n we use V': tact.iea against t.he VC. Without 

warning w-, conduct a series ot coordinated small wut surpriae attacks uaina 

as many dlfferent objectives as possible. This creates contusion on the enell'7 

si:1e a..rn enable, us to sever ::0111m.1nicatio~, between t~.etr headquarters and 

smaller units. By doing this we cause the small e!lelll)' units to tight whereas 

before when we atta::k~ with a large force ( called Dam Bi Dong, meani."18 to 1110ve 

from side to s Ue) the eneai,y simply evaded us. Because we did not realize how 

the •nem:t a'YOided batt.l.e, we coot.inued to train our wuts to operate on a 
large scalP.. 

In ord~T to attack a series of targets throuc,out the prov.iJ'lce,al.l ot the t.er­

ritoria l f orces ll'USt b~ called on to part.iclpate 1r. their normal areas of oper­

at.i~, thus allorir.g tor dE:signat'!d elements jn each area to be held back: as 

reset"Ve forces that ar~ emplO)ed as the sit~atlor. r equires. Using our forces 

according to t.he Hiep Oor.g sct.eme 1s also a big b.:><>st to troop morale. They 

!>fflse a Wlity of ~!for~ t,a~ previo~s17 did not exist. A strong competitive 

climate i s al so d'!vel.oped w~~ch ~nables u~ to measure the capability, leader­

ship I and drive of each ~ i-?111<:,•t. 

c. Dut1a~ive. High csDr l t, a =?al ! or corr.cat, and ir~t iat~ve are 

• s~mt;.i,_,,] der:iE-nt.s n: th.! frlt:n:iiy cadr'! s . They 11r.1st nave a complete lcr.owledge 

of bolh the friendly :i:1d e.'le:ny s1 tuat.1.ons to mainta!n the will to tight,. r..r.O'if­

ledge n! the frierdly s it.u.:itior. alo~e is a t.~ea•, ti:- self-trus♦- , causes fear 

because o! the urJoiown er.emy s ituati?n, and increase s the nega+,i,re effect of 

nimors. At. a ti.me 11.ks t.M:o , the fact •.ha• RI/ PF u.-its are fully enned with 

modern weapo1\S an:1 are ->uppor•,~d by :.anks a'ld aircraft mea.~s noth!.ng. 

ln. the past, the enemy evom dared t.o come to Tam Ky in U·e morn.in& t o eat noodle 

soup and then wait f 1r daric,ess to sabotag~ key inst.allat.ions; f". g. power houses 

and brid~~•, bec<Nse thelr knowledge of ow- se~urity measures made them conti­

d~nt. Had t.hey not t een so icnowledgeatle of 01..u- se:urity measures, they would 

hlYe constantly feared de3t.h fr0'1l our amb-J3hes, tanks, and air power. 

w~ need t ? remind O'JJ' troops or the above progress to generate contidenr:e, 

Wli.ative, arid a will to fight •• ~en ~e can conduct, operations successfully 

with c011pany, platoon, o:- even :;ql.ad size ur.its, depending on the ability and 

init.1ativ~ or individual c.:,m-.and~rs . If we can hold the batteliield ar.d also 

develop initiative and strong l•adership1 +.he fi~.•,1ng will yie:d good result.a. 
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O..r--control of 1\i>ordinate leaders aust be aTOided. The1 ~uat han tw.l 

autborit7 to deal with local situations. The higher headquart.era ,tatr should 

assi&JI cbJectin1 onl1 and leave the detailed planning to be executed at the 

lower echelons. 

d. Flexibllit7. The war in OW' cowitey is Yer')' ccaplex and without 

rncedent. It 1a an un:led.ared war. lt 1a a war vith no front lines. It 1s a 

war in which the location or the eneary is un>cnovn and tactics are INt.ually 

shared. Guerrilla warfare depel'Kis upon three basic conceptas 

1. The eneay vill evade our forces and only stand and tight when he feel s 

he has a good chance to win. 

2. Terrain in it.self h of no value to the ene1117. He concentrates on 

political power and tire pover and will withdraw from contact to avoid pro­

hibitive losses. 

). The enet11Y will select our weakest units to attack. They will attack 

svitti, and tight as they withdraw. This will tire our troops so we niust 

generate enthusiasm to coW'lter it. 

In many instances, three to tive~an 81!1bushes are all tha•. is needed to acccn­

plish a mission. We 111Ust avoid the stereotyped situation where platoon leaders 

or CClalp&JV comnanders are forced into employ,nent ot their units conventionally. 

The seiaure of multiple objectives by a single unit working in separate ele111e~ts 

requires an unusual degree of coordination and flexibility. The degree to which 

these saturation type attacks can be implement~ will deper-1 on the locd 

situation. With this tactic, ambush patrols need not be vithdravn after being 

sprung provided we have a respons1Te reinforcement capability. We must also be 

nexible en<>u&h to vithdra., our forces and then imlled1atei, strike back in the 

same location. 

4. Secrecy. Sudden reaction coupled with secrec7 gives us an 8~ assur­

ance ot rlctoey. The enemy constant.ly gains intonaat.ion from us by monitoring 

our radios, TV, troop moveme:1ts, and from loose conversation. Therefore, we 

must keep our operation plans and tactical mcrrement.s secret. This means that 

we do not discuas military operations or activities at tea parties or even in 

outsida ottices. It 1s imperative that ve 111&.intain c0111plete secrecy while giv­

Ullt receiving, and ex.ecutin, orders, 
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t. l'nity ot coaaand. World.n& together in hanlon1 h just cne facet of 

unity or cOllll!Al¥1. In a broad~r sense it means sacri!icea by unit cOllll!Al¥1ers 1 

t.rJ.5t UIOn& leaders. self and wt discipline , and decisiveness on the part of 

ow- cadr"s • 

~•1 ot comu.rd ~et.ween t he GVN Army , Navy, and Air Force is facilitated by 

lnter-serrl.ce agreements, regulations , training, and cOIIDOn items of equip-

• ~t. Achieving ur~ty on a province level is quite different and complex due 

t.o UWI vari6~/ of forces which are g iven missions in the same area, al.l having 

dltfe~nt 1; omnand!rs and different headquarters to which t hey show their 

loyalt.7, In additi.,n to the .,illage chief with his Popular Forces and ow­

~giona.l..Forcss, we hue croc, PRU, NPFF, APT , Korean, American, and Thai forces 

to unite in rnulti?le effort s of pacification and development. and open warfare 

against a CXJIY>n eneiey. 

Bec&u!te 111e t-a'< t such a variety or force s in the province , i t is absolut.el:, 111an­

ditory that. wt aproir.~ ~ne overall co!llllander f or each joint operation; and that 

we establish prlort~te, , aggressively coordinate , and work t ogether towards 

th, f inal net.or/ -.-~ all cheri:lh. 
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