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June 17, 1999

Dear Veterans, Family, and Friends:

We would like to welcome you, your families, and friends to St. Louis for our
1999 reunion. We hope that you have an enjoyable time and that this will be a
reunion that you will always remember.

Planning for this event began two years ago when members of the 196th
Light Infantry Brigade Association and the Americal Division Veterans
Association selected St. Louis for a reunion site. Neither association has met in
St. Louis before and its central location has helped ensure a large attendance.

This is also the first time that the two associations have had a joint reunion.
The 196th LIB was one of the three infantry brigades that formed the Americal
Division in Vietnam. Some veterans are members of both associations and look
forward to attending reunions of both groups

An initial estimate of lodging requirements for reunion attendees was set at
275 rooms. The E-51st and G-75th LRRP Ranger Association members decided
to join the reunion. The room block at the Radisson was increased to 325
rooms, the maximum available from the hotel for our use. An additional 50
rooms was secured at the nearby Henry VIII Hotel when it became apparent that
a second hotel was required.

Many individual members have done a great job in promoting the reunion and
in encouraging groups of their buddies to come to St. Louis. We have had
excellent support from invited speakers and guests that has enabled us to offer
an outstanding program. All this adds up to an attendance that is sure to be a
record.

Thank you very much for attending the reunion and in supporting your
associations. Whether this is your first reunion or just one of many we hope that
you make new friends and create many fine memories. If there is anything we
can do to make this event more enjoyable please let us know. Have a great
time!

Reunion Planning Committee

Bill Knight
Ken McKenzie
Warren Neill
Gary Noller
Ron Ward
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Olive Garden
McDonalds

Coastal Grill
Ponderosa Steak House
Taco Bell

Chinese Buffet
Jack-in-the-Box
Walgreen Pharmacy
Applebee’s

. Lone Star Steakhouse

. Pizza Hut

. DePaul Medical Center
. Country Buffet

. Post Office

. Schnucks Grocery

. Italian Restaurant

. Imo Pizza

. Sports Bar

. Big K K-Mart

. Westlake Hardware

. Red Lion Beef Sandwiches
. Building Store

. Mexican Restaurant

. Mall Food Court

. American Bandstand

. Steak-and-Shake

. McDonalds

. Picadilly Cafeteria

. Wal-mart

. Shop-and-Save Grocery
. Walgreen Pharmacy

. .Duffy’s

LAMBERT-ST. LOUIS
INT'L AIRPORT

A variety of restaurants, fast food
shops, retail establishments, and service
centers are located near the hotel.

Refer to the map and coordinates for
just a few of the local businesses.

Highway 180, also known as St.
Charles Rock Rd., is a major business
street. From the Radisson, exit Right
onto Lindberg, immediately take the
ramp to 180, then turn Right or left
onto 180.

From the Henry VIII, exit Right
onto Lindberg, immediately take the
ramp to Natural Bridge Rd. Turn Left
on and follow Natural Bridge Rd. to the
180 (about 3 miles.) Or, return to
southbound Lindberg and exit Lindberg
at 180 (about 1 mile), then turn Right
or Left onto 180.

Left turns into the Radisson or
Henry VII from Lindberg are not
permitted. You must be southbound on
Lindbergh to enter the Radisson. You
must be northbound on Lindbergto
enter the Henry VIIL

There is an interchange on 1-70 at
Highway 180. There is also an
interchange at I-270 and Highway 180.
There is major construction on I-70 just
outside the downtown area. Expect
delays if I-70 is used to travel
downtown.

Northwest Mall is a major shopping
center. It features Sears, Penneys,
Dillards, and Famous-Barr department
stores. It also has a food court and
several restaurants. Free shuttle service
to the mall is provided by the hotel.
When you are ready to return to the
hotel from the mall you must phone the
hotel to have them pick you up. The
mall closes at 9:00 PM.

Other major hotels, restaurants, and
services are conveniently located near
the airport. Exit [-70 at the airport
ramp (Marriott Hotel), turn right, then
proceed left or right on the frontage
road on the south side of I-70.

The MetroLink light rail is located
at the airport terminal. MetroLink runs
to major locations within the downtown
St. Louis area to include stops near
LaCledes Landing, the Arch, and Union
Station. Check schedules for hours of
operation. The hotei Bell Man will be
able to assist in getting cabs

If you have questions about getting
around the area please ask the hotel
staff or the reunion committee. Please
keep a high regard for your safety while
travelling. Please do not drink and
drive. If you need assistance, please
contact a reunion committee member.
Have a great reunion!



The Charge of the Light Brigade

By Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Half a league, half a league,
Half a league onward,

All in the valley of Death
Rode the six hundred.
"Forward, the Light Brigade!
Charge for the guns!" he said:
Into the valley of Death
Rode the six hundred.

"Forward, the Light Brigade!”
Was there a man dismayed?
Not tho' the soldiers knew
Someone had blundered:
Theirs not to make reply,
Theirs not to reason why,
Theirs but to do and die:
Into the valley of Death
Rode the six hundred.

Cannon to right of them,
Cannon to left of them,
Cannon in front of them
Volleyed and thunder'd;
Storm'd at with shot and shell,
Boldly they rode and well,
Into the jaws of Death,
Into the mouth of Hell,
Rode the six hundred.

Flashed all their sabres bare,
Flashed as they turned in air,
Sab'ring the gunners there,
Charging an army, while
All the world wondered:
Plunged in the battery smoke,
Right through the line they broke;
Cossack and Russian
Reeled from the sabre-stroke
Shattered and sundered.
Then they rode back, but not--
Not the six hundred.

Cannon to the right of them,
Cannon to the left of them,
Cannon behind them
Volleyed and thundered;
Stormed at with shot and shell,
While horse and hero fell,
They that had fought so well
Came thro' the jaws of Death,
Back from the mouth of Hell,
All that was left of them,
Left of six hundred.

When can their glory fade?
Oh, the wild charge they made!
All the world wondered.
Honor the charge they made!
Honor the Light Brigade,
Noble Six Hundred!

Tommy
By Rudyard Kipling

1 went into a public-'ouse to get a pint o'beer,
The publican ‘e up an’ sez, “We serve no red-coats here.”
The girls be’ind the bar they laughed an’ giggled fit to die,
I outs into the street again an’ to myself sez I:
O it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Tommy, go away”;
But it’s “Thank you, Mister Atkins,” when the band begins to play,
The band begins to play, my boys, the band begins to play,
Qit’s “Thank you , Mister Atkins,” when the band begins to play.

I went into the theatre as sober as could be,

They gave a drunk civilian room, but ‘and’t none for me;

They sent me to the gallery or round the music-alls,

But when it comes to fightin’, Lord! They’ll shove me in the stalls!
For it's Tommy this, an” Tommy that, an’ “Tommy, wait outside,”
But it’s “Special train for Atkins” when the trooper’s on the tide,
The troopship’s on the tide, my boys, the troopship’s on the tide,
O it's “Special train for Atkins” when the trooper’s on the tide:

Yes, makin’ mock o’ uniforms that guard you while you sleep
Is cheaper than them uniforms, an’ they're starvation cheap;
An’ hustlin” drunken soldiers when they’re goin® large a bit
Is five times better business than paradin” in full kit.
Then it's Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Tommy, ‘ow’s yer soul?”
But it’s “Thin red line of *eroes” when the drums begin to roll,
The drums begin to roll, my boys, the drums begin to roll,
O it’s “Thin red line of *eroes” when the drums begin to roll.

We aren't no thin red “eroes, nor we aren’t no blackguards too,
But single men in barricks, most remarkable like you;
An’ if sometimes our conduck isn't all your fancy paints,
Why, single men in barricks don’t grow into plaster saints;
While it’s Tommy this an” Tommy that, an” Tommy, fall be’ind™
But it’s “Please to walk in front, sir,” when there’s trouble in the wind,
There’s trouble in the wind, my boys, there’s trouble in the wind,
O it’s “Please to walk in front, sir,” when there’s trouble in the wind.

You talk o’ better food for us, an’ schools, an’ fires, an” all;
We'll wait for extry rations if you treat us rational.
Don’t mess about the cook-room slops, but prove it to our face
The Widow’s Uniform is no the soldier-man’s disgrace.
For it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Chuck him out, the brute!’
But its “Saviour of ‘is country” when the guns begin to shoot;
An’ its Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ anything you please;
An’ Tommy ain’t a bloomin® fool -- you bet that Tommy sees!

Editor's Note: The World War [ the slang term for an
English soldier was Tommy. This derives from the fact that
the fictional name “Tommy Atkins " was used as an example
‘in filling out various military forms.





