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1987

MONTHLY A. D. V. A. MEETINGS

January 14, 1987
1:00 P.M. Executive Board Meeting
1:30 P.M. General Meeting
National Guard Armory
Victory Road Dorchester, Mass
NOTE: This is a2un afternoon meeting

February 11, 1987
1:00 P.M.
National Guard Armory
Victory Road Dorchester, Mass.
NOTE: This is an afternoon meeting

March 11, 1987
8:00 P.M.
National Guard Armory
Victory Road Dorchester, Mass.

April 8, 1987
8:00 P.M.
National Guard Armory
Victory Road Dorchester, Mass.

ANNUAL DINNER DANCE APRIL 25, 1987

Vietnam Vets Network

By Ron Ward - Vietnam Newsa Editor

This is the seventh in a series of Modal of
flonor recipionts.

PRUDEN, ROBERT J. (Ko oA

Rank and organization: Stall Sergeant, U.LS.
Army, 75th Infantry, Americal Division. Placce
and date: Quang Ngai Province, Republic of viet-
nam, 29 November 1969. Entered service ate
Minneapolis, Minn. Born: 9 Scptember 1949, St.

Paul, Minn. CITATION: For conspicuous gallan-
try and intrepidity in action at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of duty. S/Sgt
Pruden, Company G, distinguished himself while
serving as a reconnaissance team leader during an
ambush mission. The 6-man team was inserted by
helicopter into enemy controlled territory to
establish an ambush position and to obtain in-
formation concerning enemy movements. As the
team moved into the preplanned area, S/Sgt. Prud-
en deployed his men into 2 groups on the opposite
sides of a well used trail. "As the groups were
establishing their defensive positions, | member
of the team was trapped in the open by the heavy
fire from an enemy squad. Realizing that the am-
bush position had been compromised, S/Sgt. Pruden
directd his team to open fire on the enemy force.
Immediately, the team came under heavy fire from
a second element. S/Sgt. Pruden, with full know-
ledge of the extreme danger involved , left his
concealed position and, firing as he ran, advanc-
ed toward the enemy to draw the hostile fire. He
was seriously wounded twice but continued his
attack until he fell for a third time, in front
of the enemy positions. $/Sgt. Pruden's actions
resulted in several enemy casualities and with-
drawal of the remaining enemy force. Although
grievously wounded, he directed his men into de-
fensive positions and called for evacuation heli-
copters, which safely withdrew the members of the
team. S/Sgt. Pruden's outstanding courage, self-
less concern for the welfare of his men, and in-
trepidity in action at the cost of his life were
in keeping with the highest traditions of the
military service and reflect great credit upon
himself, his unit, and the U.S.Army.

ATTENTION

Tn past newsletters we have reauested that any
members interested in starting up & mid-west chape~
ter of the ADVA should get in touch with me or the
1~ in RBoston. 3¢ far T hevent had enough responses
to get this projact off the ground but that doesnt
mean that weve given up. We still want to try and
get orgenized here in the heart-land. Now that we
Nam vets are becoming "middle-aged", we should be-
come more involved in Association activities. Tt
wont be long before well heve to sturt rssuming
some of the dutles on the fasocistions oxecutive
Sounclil. The "W 2 vets are getting up there in the
yexrs by now so its un to us keep this organizate
fon moving in v 2rowing and positive menner. T know
thst theres plenty of meambers from sll the wars
who reside here in the mid-west, Dont be bashfull,
My nddress is In the newslstter so how about gobl-

ing in tourl., )
Ron

ARE YOUR DUES PAID !
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245th FIELD ARTILLERY (The Story Continues)

The Battalion received another suprise on 19
Feb 44 when a Navy dive bomber crashed into Bat-
ter C's emplacement and caught fire. Four mem-
bers of the Battery received the Soldier's Medal
for rescuing the trapped gunner. Just ten days
later two of these ssme men, T/4 John Lichtey and
Pvt. Robert C. TLunden, earned that award again
when they extricated the pilot from the burning
wreckage of a plane.

On 8 Jan 45 the Battalion left Bougainville
for duty in the Phillipines takin part in the
operations on Leyte, Cebu, Negros, Bohol and Min-
danoa, and for this service has been decorated by
the Phillipine government.

The 245th moved to Japan on 9 Jan 45 and took
occupation duties in the Fourumi District of Yo-
kahama in the industrial city of Kawasaki. On
16 Nov 45 it sailed for the United Stated and nine
days later it was inactivated at Ft. Lewis, WA,
it's only station in the United States

In the summer of 1951 was selected to replace
the 159th Battalion in Korea. It was relieved
from the Americal Division, made a Regular Army
unit, and given a lower number more in line with
it's new status.

In Korea tne 245th now the 69th supported
the 25th Infantry Division. The 69th now received
a coat -of-arms and a distintive insignia symbol-
izing it's service in both wars -- a small blue
shield with four stars show that it was part of
the Americal, and the three peaks dividing the
shield proper represent Korean service.

This article sent in by Major Joseph Kruczek

Letters to the Editor

Dear Mr. Dunphy;

I just received the copy of the Americal
Newsletter and I had to write to you.
My husband, Alfred Lopresti, Maj.Ret.,
who was a Life Member passed away at the Bos-
ton V.A. Medical Ctr. on Oct.2,1986. He had
been sick for over a year.He had his right leg
amputed below the knee last November and he ‘
died freom resiratory arrest.
He served with the 182nd Infantry, lst Bn.
in the South Pacific and he was in Korea also.
He reaiiy enjoyed getting the Newsletter. |
I just thought that you would like to ’
know that a Life Member had passed on to his
Eternal Reward.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Alfred Lopresti

Dear Bill;

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all the Amerocal members who extended
their sympathy and consolations at the time of
my wife's death.

I would like to thank you and Helen and
the Ravagnos and many others, including the
Southeast Chapter. Their many cards, Masses, -
and donations to the Cancer Fund were greatly
appreciately by me.

Sincerely,
Frank J. Sullivan
121 MED Bn

Dear James;

I've truly enjoyed reading about so many comrades
even thoughl seldom see letters from the 26th
Signal Co. Keep up the good work.

Ed Note: You will hear from Bill Dunphy about
your problem.

Let hear it for the 26th Sig Co!

Sincerely, -Sherman Lilly, 26th Sig Co

Dear Jim;

Your Oct 86 issue of the Americal Newsletter a-
gain is very interesting. However, tell our good
member Bob Carbray that 2nd Bn 132nd Inf. Reg.
formed a single line behind the Jap lines and mov-
ed up to the summit of Mt. Austen on Guadalcanal
during the morning 2 Jan 43. I was with Company G
See Page 136, Qrchids _in the Mud, edited by
Robert Muehrcke, also od the 2nd Bn.

Regards to our members of all wars.

Sincerely, George Haertel Tucson, AZ

Dear Mr. Buckle;

I would like very much to contact anyone who
served with my father in the Americal on Guadal-
canal. All I can tell you is that he was a Tech.
Sgt. and was in the 132nd Infantry and landed in
Australia before being shipped out to New Cale-
donia and Guadalcanal.

Any help will be greatly appreciated.

Finally, good work on a fine Newsletter. I'm hap-
py to be an associate(non-Americal) Vietnam
Veteran. Bill Laurie

Anyone out there know Bill Laurie? If so write
to his son. Bill Laurie

Mesa, AZ 201

Dear Mr. Buckle;

It is with deep regret that I must tell you of the
death of my husband, Edward B. Henry Jr. on Oct-
ober 15, 1986.

He was a proud member of your organization, and
looked forward to your Americal Newsletter. He
read it through from beginning to end, looking
for familiar names or pictures.

I am enclosing a tribute that I wrote to Ted, and
think that some of your members who knew himwwgulc
enjoy reading it. He was very special.

Sincerely.
Grace Henry

Dear Sirs'

It is curious to me if the Americal Divisio
is aware that the New Hebrides is now Vanuata,
This was published out here and so I sent a ¢lip
ping to the Americal Museum but never heard from
them.

Parts of the T F 6814 spent a lot of time on
Espirito, exactly where on the enclosed map I
have no idea. Perhaps more could be published
on this. Sincerely

Robert J. O'Malley
101 Med Bn

We'll see what we can do Bob. Ed.

On the T.V. News tonight, Dec. 4, it was stated
that the Russians are to be given permission to
build a base there.























